CIA Rules Subcommittee – Statutes & Sporting Code Working Group
CIA PLENARY MINUTES APPENDIX 8A

Cernay-la-Ville, March 7, 2003

Report on FAI Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code changes in effect in 2003

FAI Statutes

· Addition of the “Corporate Patron of the FAI” scheme.

· 1.8.4 
FAI may now delegate the Sporting Powers directly to other organisations.

· 2.4.2 
FAI Active Member’s duties have been clarified

· 2.5 
FAI Associate Members may now be admitted under special conditions (legitimate complaint) even if there is an Active Member in the concerned country.

· 3.4.1.13 
Places and dates for FAI General Conferences shall now be selected based on recommendations made by the FAI Executive Board

· 7.4.1 
The cost of FAI money has been reduced from 1 % per month to 0.5 % per month for membership dues not paid as of April 1st.

FAI By-Laws

· Addition of procedures for the “Corporate Patron of the FAI” scheme in a new Chapter 16.

· 2.9 
Addition of new “Substantiation of Aeronautical Activities” provisions, allowing the FAI to request any member to substantiate information provided on the activities which the concerned member represents. Should the response be inadequate, FAI shall review that member’s status in FAI.

· 6.3 
New procedures for dealing with Violations by an FAI member organisation

· These provisions (BL 2.9 and 6.3), together with the new statute 2.5, now allow any air sport association to file a complaint with FAI if it feels not correctly represented by its NAC.

FAI  Sporting Code General Section

· 2.2.1.6 
Model aircraft definition (aerodyne replaced with aircraft) now allows for aerostat models also.

· 3.1.7 
World Air Games definition changed in order to allow smaller events and limited entry.

· 3.8.1.3 
The FAI Executive Board must now take advice from the Air Sport Commission concerned and CASI before deciding whether restrictions concerning admission of participants to the country or location of an event are acceptable.

· 3.15.1
Event cancellation procedures have been clarified to more actively involve the FAI Secretary General.

· 6.8 
Certification of World Records: New procedures still require 

· a preliminary claim to be filed with FAI within 7 days of the completion of the attempt,

· attempts to be recognised by the organising NAC as a National Record,

· the record claim to be received by the FAI Secretariat within 120 days,

but,

· the 90 days time limit for the NAC recognition of the National Record has been dropped,

· and concerned ASC Presidents must now be asked by the CASI President to give advice if an extension of any time limit is requested.

· 7.2 
Performance increase requirements for records are now to be found in the specialised sections of the Sporting Code.

FAI  Sporting Code Section One

This being aerostation’s prime reference document, the changes that have occurred during the last five years, all incorporated in the new Section One Version V2-03, are given below in full detail. The next version of the Sporting Code Section One will be published on January 1st 2008 (V3-08).

CHAPTER 1 – SCOPE: 

Change the title of the chapter from “SCOPE” to “GENERAL” (CIA, March 2002: Minute 24)

Add:

1.3 CHARGES: 


Charges levied by NACs or delegated bodies for championship entrance, record homologation, or Sporting Badge issue shall be kept low where possible. Charges should in no case exceed the justifiable direct cost of the event concerned. (CIA, March 2002: Minute 24)

CHAPTER 2 - CLASSIFICATION

Replace existing 2.1.3 with:

2.1.3 DETERMINATION OF CUBIC CAPACITY

The cubic capacity of a free balloon shall be calculated from the geometric form of every part of the balloon system when it has the greatest volume which it can achieve in flight without elastic extension. If the material of the balloon has sufficient elasticity that the actual volume achieved in flight would affect the size category, then that volume must be used. The volume shall be determined in figures rounded to the nearest cubic metre. (CIA, March 1999: Minute 25.2; made in effect now, March 2000: Minute 22.)

Replace existing 2.1.4 (including 2.1.4.1, 2.1.4.1.1, 2.1.4.1.2, 2.1.4.1.3, 2.1.4.1.4, 2.1.4.1.5, 2.1.4.2, 2.1.4.3) with:

2.1.4 EQUIVALENCE OF GASES

In sub-class AA only, the geometric volume shall be multiplied by a factor proportional to the lift of the gas to obtain an adjusted volume before determining the category. The factors to be used are:



Hydrogen (H2):
1.5507 



Helium (He):
1.4363 



Ammonia (NH3):
0.6867 

[Historical Note: The factors result from a calculation designed to bring all sub-class AA balloons into an equivalency with balloons inflated with coal gas having a lift of 0.7 kg/m3, together with a special tolerance of up to +5% of volume. Ref. Edition of January 1998.]

Replace existing 2.2.3 with:

2.2.3 DETERMINATION OF CUBIC CAPACITY

The cubic capacity of an airship shall be calculated from the geometric form of the lifting gas containers when they have the greatest volume which they can achieve in flight without elastic extension. If the material of the containers has sufficient elasticity that the actual volume achieved in flight would affect the size category, then that volume must be used. The volume shall be determined in figures rounded to the nearest cubic metre. (CIA, March 1999: Minute 25.2; made in effect now, March 2000: Minute 22.)

CHAPTER 3 – DEFINITIONS
Amend as follows:

3.1 Erase redundant sentence (editorial)

Erase redundant definitions:

3.2.3 
Flight Performance - erase.

3.2.5 
Course - erase

3.2.5.1 
Approved course - erase

3.2.5.2 
Declared course - erase

3.2.6.1 
Start Point - erase

3.2.6.2 
Start Time - erase

3.2.6.3 
Start Altitude - erase

3.2.6.4 

Start Line - erase

3.2.6.4.1 
Crossing a Start Line - erase

3.2.6.5.1 
Flying Start - erase

3.2.6.5.2 
Standing Start - erase

3.2.6.7 
Takeoff Place - erase

3.2.7 
Turn point - erase

3.2.7.1 
Reaching a turn point - erase

3.2.8 
Control Point - erase

3.2.10.1 
Finish point - erase

3.2.10.2 
Finish time - erase

3.2.10.3 
Finish Altitude - erase

3.2.10.4 
Finish Line - erase

3.2.10.4.1 
Crossing a finish line - erase

3.2.10.6 
Landing Time - erase

3.2.10.7 
Landing Place - erase

3.2.10.8 
Target Landing - erase

(CIA March 2001: Minute 22)

Add definition: DISTANCE: Unless otherwise specified, the distance between two points is the length of the shortest great circle arc joining their co-ordinates on a spherical surface of 6371 kilometres radius. It is thus independent of the actual shape of the Earth. Methods of calculation are given in Annex 3 (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Add definition: ALTITUDE: Unless otherwise specified, altitude is the geometric height above mean sea level as defined by the national survey of the relevant country. Pressure altitudes must be adjusted for pressure at the surface and temperatures at the surface and aloft. Geopotential units of height are not used. Methods of calculation are given in Annex 2. (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Add definition: AIRBORNE: An aerostat is airborne when its envelope, gondola, crew and all substantial parts of its equipment and payload have no contact with the ground or water surface or anything attached to or resting on the ground or water. An aerostat is considered to remain airborne during momentary ground or water contact and when a trailrope is in contact with the ground or water, unless the aerostat is moored. (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

3.2.6.6. Takeoff Point - replace with the following words:

TAKEOFF: The point in position and time at which an aerostat first becomes airborne. (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

3.2.10.5 Landing point - replace with the following words:

LANDING: The point in position and time at which the aerostat first ceases to be airborne. (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Renumber Chapter 3  as follows:

3.1 
FLIGHT

3.2 
FREE FLIGHT

3.3 
AIRBORNE

3.4 
TAKE-OFF POINT

3.5 
LANDING POINT

3.6 
POSITION CHECK POINT

3.7 
UNCOMPLETED FLIGHT PERFORMANCE

3.8 
FLIGHT CREW

3.9 
DISTANCE

3.10 
ALTITUDE

CHAPTER 4 - WORLD RECORDS

4.1 RECORD CATEGORIES: Change the sentence "In this category the entire crew must be female" to "In this category all occupants must be female unless it is shown that an occupant could have made no contribution to the flight." (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

4.8.1 ALTITUDE RECORDS

Erase the first sentence of 4.8.1 (see new ALTITUDE definition above.) (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Erase 4.8.1.1 (replaced by ref in new 3.10) (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Erase 4.8.1.2 (replaced by Annex 2) (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Erase 4.8.1.3 (replaced by Annex 2) (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Number the remaining sentence of 4.8.1 “The gain of height….” as 4.8.1.1 (editorial)

Renumber 4.8.1.4 as 4.8.1.2 (editorial)

4.8.4 DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Erase 4.8.4.1 and 4.8.4.2 (see new DISTANCE definition above.) (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Renumber 4.8.4.3 as 4.8.4.1 (editorial)

Renumber 4.8.4.4 as 4.8.4.2 (editorial)

4.8.6 SPEED RECORDS FOR AIRSHIPS

Replace:

4.8.6.5 (third sentence) The height over the course and approaches shall be below 500 metres but without ground contact (CIA March 2000: Minute 22.)

CHAPTER 5 - FIRST CATEGORY SPORTING EVENTS

Amend to:

5.6.1.2 The organising NAC shall issue an invitation for an equal number of at least two competitors to each eligible NAC. The current championship medal holders (top 3), if any, shall be invited in addition through their NACs. (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

Insert  5.6.6, 5.6.6.1, 5.6.6.2, 5.6.6.3, 5.6.6.4 as follows:

5.6.6 PROCEDURES FOR CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRANTS WHO FAIL TO APPEAR
5.6.6.1 An entrant who fails to appear at an FAI Category 1 event is defined as an entrant who, without giving valid reason (force majeure, illness, death) before the start of the General Briefing, is absent at the time of the roll call of the General Briefing of the event. An absent entrant shall be qualified "No-Show" only by the decision of the event director confirmed by the International Jury. (CIA March 2000: Minute 29.)

5.6.6.2 After the roll call of the General Briefing and before publication of the official final entry list, the event director shall present any no-show qualification decision to the Jury President. The event Jury must consider all available information before confirming the event director's decision. The Jury's confirmation must be recorded in a written document to be published on the official notice board and forwarded by the event director to the NAC concerned without delay. (CIA March 2000: Minute 29.)

5.6.6.3 A no-show entrant shall be prominently mentioned as such on the official entry list published after the General Briefing. He shall not be qualified as a competitor and shall not be considered in the ranking calculations. (CIA March 2000: Minute 29.)

5.6.6.4 A no-show entrant shall be disqualified from participating in any FAI Category 1 event for the rest of the that year and an additional period of two calendar years. For the next event of the same type, a no-show's NAC will have its entitlement to entries reduced by the number of  its no-shows in the previous event. (CIA March 2000: Minute 29.)

Correct to:

5.7.4 Event rules that are approved must be distributed by the organiser to each entrant and official not later than three months before the start of the event. (editorial – typing error)

Replace:

5.9.1 A valid task is one in which all entered competitors were given a fair opportunity to make a valid takeoff unless they had withdrawn or had been disqualified. (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

5.11.2 Remove the word “Mandatory” (CIA, March 2002: Minute 24)

CHAPTER 7 - OTHER FAI AIR SPORT ACTIVITIES

Incorporate new Chapter 7 (CIA, March 2001, Minute 22)

7.1.
CIA SPORTING EVENT

7.1.1
DEFINITIONS

In accordance with Chapter 3 of the Sporting Code General Section, a CIA Sporting Event is defined as an International Sporting Event in aerostation, 

· organised by or on behalf of an NAC or the CIA in compliance with the Sporting Code and the rules and regulations published by the CIA for this type of event,

· approved and sanctioned by the FAI Ballooning Commission in accordance with the rules and regulations published by the CIA, 

· classified as an FAI Category II event, 

· and in which pilots of all abilities may take part using simplified organisational structures and basic CIA competition rules to compete in a safe and fair way.

7.1.2
OBJECTIVES


The objectives of a CIA Sporting Event are to promote the aims and objectives of FAI by particularly:

· encouraging participation in international events in which pilots of all abilities can take part, 

· facilitating fair "entry level" competition using simplified rules that apply equally to all CIA Sporting Events and participants, and that are based, as far as appropriate, on those for FAI Category I Events and must not conflict with them in principle,

· promoting physical and moral qualities, technical knowledge and skill as basic to aeronautical activities and air sports,

· reinforcing friendship amongst aeronauts of all nations.

7.1.3
AUTHORITY


The rules, regulations, programmes and all other official documents shall carry the statement of FAI and CIA authority, and display the CIA logo. During the Sanction Application process official documents may carry the statement “CIA sanction pending”. 

7.1.4
SANCTION APPLICATIONS

7.1.4.1
Sanction Applications from a NAC for a CIA SPORTING EVENT, along with proof of payment of the sanction fee, must be received by the CIA at minimum of 90 days before the starting date of the event. Sanction Applications shall not be accepted more than one year before the year of the event.

1.1.4.2
Sanction Applications shall be reviewed by the CIA’s Event Planning and Assistance Service (EPAS) and forwarded with an acceptance/rejection recommendation to the CIA President within 30 days. The CIA Bureau is empowered to accept or reject the Sanction Application. In case of acceptance, a CIA SPORTING EVENT Sanction Certificate will be delivered to the organisers by the CIA Secretary.

7.1.4.3
Sanctioned CIA SPORTING EVENTS shall be registered in the FAI Sporting Calendar by the CIA.

7.1.4.4 
The CIA shall publish a guide on sanction applications and event organisation for CIA SPORTING EVENTS.

7.1.5
QUALIFICATION

7.1.5.1
In order to qualify as a CIA SPORTING EVENT, a minimum of 2 NACs and, for sub-class AX, at least 15 competitors shall have entered the event. The minimum number of tasks and flights to be completed for a winner to be declared shall be stated in the event rules.

7.1.6
CANCELLATION


The organiser may not stop, cancel or transfer a CIA SPORTING EVENT to another place or date except for reasons of force majeure.

7.1.7
ELIGIBILITY

7.1.7.1
A CIA SPORTING EVENT is open to participants from any NAC which has met its obligations to the FAI.

7.1.7.2
Official entry forms to a CIA SPORTING EVENT shall be obtained on request by the participant from the organiser.

7.1.7.3
Entry applications shall be accepted only if made on an official entry form accompanied, if appropriate, by the entry fee in full and received by the specified closing date.

7.1.8
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ENTRANT

7.1.8.1
A competitor entering a CIA SPORTING EVENT must hold a valid FAI Sporting Licence. He represents the FAI Member that issued his FAI Sporting Licence.

7.1.8.2
Pilots-in-command shall have been authorised to act as pilot-in-command of that subclass of aerostat for which the CIA SPORTING EVENT is held, at least six months prior to the start of the event, Each pilot-in-command shall have accumulated at least 25 hours as pilot-in-command of aerostats in that subclass by the closing entry date.

7.1.8.3
Aerostats flown in a CIA SPORTING EVENT must have current certificates of registration and airworthiness, or in place of the latter, an equivalent document from the recognised authority of the nation concerned. The organisers are empowered to reject any aerostat which in their opinion is not of a reasonable standard of airworthiness.

7.1.8.4
After the beginning of the GENERAL BRIEFING of a CIA SPORTING EVENT, no change of competitor or entrant is permitted.

7.1.8.5
The entrants and competitors are required to know, understand, accept and abide by the Sporting Code and the rules and regulations for the contest, and by entering are deemed to accept them without reservation.

7.1.9
INVITATIONAL DEADLINES


The entry and selection procedures and the time limit for entry shall be published in the invitation and/or the official entry form.


Organisers must adhere to the published deadlines for entry.

7.1.10
RETURN OF ENTRY FEES


If the contest does not take place, is cancelled or stopped except for reasons of force majeure, entry fees shall be returned in full by the organising NAC.
A competitor or team who withdraws shall have no right to the return of any fees.

7.1.11
RESULTS AND PRIZE GIVING
7.1.11.1
The results of a CIA SPORTING EVENT shall be final only after all protests have been dealt with by the Jury and the Jury has ceased its functions.


The final results shall be given in writing to the organising NAC and to all competitors.

7.1.11.2
All prizes, whether trophies or money, which are referred to in the initial application, rules or regulations of a contest, must be presented at the conclusion of the contest. The organising NAC shall be accountable for all prizes.

7.1.12
RULES FOR CIA SPORTING EVENTS


The rules shall be distributed by the organisers to all entrants as far in advance of the event as possible, but not later than 30 days before the starting date of the event.

7.1.13
DEFINITION OF WINNER

The winning competitor(s) shall be the competitor(s) with the highest aggregate score at the end of the competition. The title of the winner shall not be "World", "Regional", "Continental" or "National" Champion.

7.1.14
OPERATIONAL REGULATIONS

7.1.14.1
A valid task is defined as one in which all entered competitors were given a fair opportunity to make a proper start, unless they had withdrawn or had been disqualified.

7.1.14.2
The scoring system shall not deliberately weigh the scores of one competition task over another, and should tend to produce a similar points spread in each task. Tasks shall be designed not to favour any specific size category of aerostat.

7.1.14.3
The results of each task shall be published with the minimum of delay at a place to be notified to the competitors at the briefing on the opening day of the event.

7.1.15
OFFICIALS IN CIA SPORTING EVENTS

7.1.15.1
THE JURY

7.1.15.1.1
A CIA Sporting Event shall have a Jury to deal with protests and monitor the conduct of the event. The composition of the Jury may be either representative or nominated. The President and the members of the Jury shall be approved by the organising NAC before the start of the first competition task.

7.1.15.1.2
The Jury President should represent a different NAC than the organising NAC. Operational procedures for all Jury members, meetings and proceedings are contained in the CIA JURY HANDBOOK approved and published by the CIA. The use of this handbook is compulsory at all CIA SPORTING EVENTS.

7.1.15.1.3
In addition to being the Chairman at Jury meetings, the President has the right to require the organisers to abide by the FAI Sporting Code and the published rules and regulations for the event. If the organisers fail to do so, the president has the power to stop the event until a Jury meeting has considered the situation.

7.1.15.1.4
The Jury has the right to terminate the contest if the organisers fail to abide by the Sporting Code and published regulations.

7.1.15.1.5
Complaints, Penalties, Disqualifications, Protests are handled as set forth in the Sporting Code General Section, Section One, Jury Handbook and Competition Rules.

7.1.15.2
OPERATIONAL OFFICIALS

7.1.15.2.1
The organising NAC shall approve officials charged with the operational management. These officials include the Event Director and may include other functionaries as required.

7.1.15.2.2
The Event Director shall be in overall operational charge of the event. He is responsible for good management and the smooth and safe running of the event. He shall make operational decisions in accordance with the rules of the Sporting Code and competition rules. He can penalise or disqualify a competitor for misconduct or infringement of the rules. He shall attend meetings of the Jury and give evidence if requested.


He shall publish the officially accepted entry list prior to the start of the contest, issue daily results and report the full results and details of protests to his NAC and to the CIA within the specified time limits.

7.1.16
THE SAFETY OFFICER

7.1.16.1
The Safety Officer shall be approved by the organising NAC.

7.1.16.2
The Safety Officer shall give advice to the Event Director on any matters regarding safety. Operational procedures for the Safety Officer are contained in the “Safety Officer Handbook“ approved by the CIA.

END OF CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 8 – CIA PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATES AND SPORTING BADGES

8.2.3.1 Add: Any marker supplied by the organisers of an FAI or national balloon federation approved event may be used for badge tasks being attempted during the flight. (CIA, March 2002: Minute 24)

ANNEX 1 – CONTROLLING OFFICIAL OBSERVER’S CHECKLIST…

FORM 1: Add boxes for the name, address, etc. of the controlling observer. (CIA, March 1999: Minute 25.3) Add boxes also for the e-mail address.

Add a box to show the organisation that appointed the Official Observer (CIA, March 2002: Minute 24)

ANNEX 3: DISTANCE CALCULATIONS: 

Add the former Annex B to the General Section. (CIA, March 1999: Minute 24 & Appendix 6)

ANNEX 3: GENERAL RULES…

Renumber to ANNEX 4 (editorial)

6 
Add “Where a justifiable reason exists, a late entry may be accepted by the director in consultation with the Jury, but not after publication of the first scores.” (CIA, March 2002, Minute 24)

7.6 
Replace the words “related to” with “made on or after” (CIA, March 2002, Minute 24)

8.3 
Replace “SF100” with “EUR100” (CIA, March 2002, Minute 24)

Replace existing 8.6 with:

8.6 
Protests made on or after the last day of the Event must be submitted within set time limits announced at and published after the General Briefing. (CIA, March 2002, Minute 24)
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