CIA PLENARY AGENDA APPENDIX  14a

The Mongolfier Ballooning Diploma Gas

The Royal Belgian Ballooning Federation (RBBF) on behalf of the Royal Belgian Aeroclub is pleased to present Bob Berben and Benoït Siméons for the Montgolfier Diploma (Gas Ballooning), for their performance at the Gordon Bennett Race 2005, in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

The winning Belgian team of Benoit Simeons and Bob Berben covered an incredible distance of 3,400 km in a little less than 65 hours, which beat the old Coupe Gordon Bennett record by more than 1,100 km. They also set a new world record AA-6 and AA-7.  They achieved the distance by venturing over the mostly uninhabited northern parts of Ontario and Quebec, Canada before catching a wind taking them southeast towards the farmland of eastern Quebec

Bob Berben :
A well-known balloonist, and since 1985 also flight instructor and examiner.

He has taken part in numerous meetings around the world and has flown more than 1250 hours in hot air balloons and gas balloons. Bob started his career in aviation in 1969 and can write approximately 15.000 flight hours in various types of airplanes to his name.
Gasballooning he learned from Willi Eimers, one of the greatest experts on this discipline and several times winner of the Gordon Bennett race. 

Gas Balloon :
German Open Nationals 2005 : 2nd place

Landesmeisterschaft NRW 2004 + 2° Europa Cup : 5th place
Gordon Bennett :
2005 (Albuequerque) 1st

2004 (Thionville) : 6th

2003 (Arc-et-Senans) : 6th

Worlds Gas :
2004 (Bitterfeld) : 4th

On February 14th, 2004 he broke together with Benoit Siméons the Belgian altitude record AX-10. (12106,17 meter)

Benoît Siméons :

At the age of 16 Benoît was the youngest pilot in Europe. Born in a family of balloonists, the story goes that he even was procreated in a gondola. His 2 brothers, Patrick and Jean-Frédéric, inherited the ballooning passion too. Benoît learned to fly with the help of the Leys brothers (winners Gordon Bennett races).

Benoît got a business engineer degree, and as a born adventurer he already visited the whole world with his hot air balloon. Some great occasions: a flight over the Chinese Wall (world-première), a flight above the deserts of New-Mexico, Morocco, Tunisia, Qatar, Karkoum (the most dangerous desert in the world), the crossing of the Channel, ascents from the Red Square in Moscow,…

He is vice-world champion hot air airship and gained a gold medal FAI (winner of the David Niven cup).

He has also written the Belgian altitude records AX-4 (2329 m) and AX-10 (12106,17 m) and the Belgian distance record AX-10 (502,27 km) to his name.

Benoît has flown over 1600 hours, both in hot-air balloons and gas balloons

Gas Balloon : 
Landesmeisterschaft NRW 2004 + 2° Europa Cup : 5th place
Gordon Bennett :

2005(Albuequerque) 1st
2004 (Thionville) : 6th

2003 (Arc-et-Senans) : 6th


