Case # BX-10-1 - BXMER - 

Chapter 10 - Flight Rules

Event: World Hot Air Airship Championship - 1998

BX-10-1 Complaint Letter

Complaint on Task #3 - Target N1
On approach to target N1 at an altitude of 6-8 meters I was pushed from above and behind on my left side. Reference rules 10.2.1, 10.2.2, 10.2.3 and 10.2.7. 

After the start I crossed the river at 300 feet I could see one airship starting its approach at target N1 and a lot of airships around N2. I approached target N1 with a clockwise turn north of the target and descended at the same time. The airship on my left side was now approaching the target and I waited approximately 50 meters from the target N1 with a ground speed of zero and an altitude of 8-10 meters. The airship in front of me tried to score but climbed so I could not see him. I held my position and asked officials at the target, with body language where the airship was. The answer was that he had left. 

My airship car was no more than 20-25 meters from the target at an altitude of 6-8 meters. I gave power and started my approach. From above, behind and on my port side came an airship with greater speed than mine. At the time I could see his airship car there was a midair collision and I was pushed left away from the target. I immediately gave power, turned right, heated and climbed to avoid further contact and danger. The other airship did not turn, did not burn to climb and did not cut the main engine though his car was now quite close to my fins. He continued his approach and scored. He could therefore get a competitive advantage due to not taking action to avoid the collision. 

At an earlier briefing I especially asked other pilots to give a minimum 10 - 15 meter margin when overtaking my airship. Because of what happened I lost valuable time and had to go around for a new approach. The wind increased during the flight so every delay made further tasks more difficult. I ask that appropriate actions regarding the incident be taken.
Competitor #1 

BX-10-1 Response to Complaint

Your statement agrees substantially with the statements we collected from competition officials present at the target (N/1). As a result, we penalized competitor #2. As #2's result was inferior to yours, we do not believe a competitive advantage was gained at this target.
Competition Director 

BX-10-1 Protest Letter:

To the Jury,

I am not satisfied with the answer to my complaint. The 50 point penalty for not following the flight safety rule, right of way, compared to a 200 points penalty for a ground contact close to the target creates a lot of occasions where pilots will concentrate on the target, on their own altitue and to score more rather than where other airships are or the rules for right of way. 

Because the wind speed increased during the flight and the fact that I could not score at target T due to higher wind speed than my airship can take, and still fly safely, any delay on the way to target T is part of the reason I could not score at T.
Competitor #1 

BX-10-1 Jury Decision

Re: Protest on Penalty for task #3, Target N1 Bulls Eye
Based on information available to officials at the time of the event scoring, they applied the penalty of 50 points to the result of pilot #2 for collision at target N1, Rule 10.2.2. 

Based on interviews and evidence viewed by the jury, including video footage, we conclude that pilot #2 was penalized correctly under Rule 10.2.2 as he was the higher airship on a converging path, with pilot #1 at the N1 target. 

Evidence shows that pilot #1 was required to abort his initial approach to target N1 by pilot #2 and as a result was further required to allocate more of his scoring period for the completion of the N1 scoring option. 

In this case, the Jury believe that the penalty awarded for pilot #2 was fair and they further believe that the delay suffered by pilot #1 was unfortunate but they believe no compensation for time lost can be quantified in a point allocation to pilot #1. 

Based on careful review of all evidence and the event rules, we decline the protest of pilot #1. 

We fell pilot #1 raised valid points for future rules consideration and the Jury voted to return the protest fee.
The Jury 

