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Fedor Konyukhov Solo Around-The-World in a Balloon –  

Official World Record Claim received! 

 

Lausanne, Switzerland, 27 July 2016 – The FAI received the following performance notifications 
from the Russian balloonist Fedor Konyukhov, 64, who completed his circumnavigation on 
Saturday 23 July 2016 by landing near Bonnie Rock (AUS) in a Roziere combined hot-air and 
helium gas balloon: 
 

ID Class SubClass Type of World Record Performance Date Claimant 

17899 A* Absolute Shortest time around the world 272 h 11 min 2016-07-23 Fedor Konyukhov (RUS) 

17900 A AM-14** Distance 34’000 km 2016-07-23 Fedor Konyukhov (RUS) 

17898 A  AM-15*** Shortest time around the world 272 h 11 min 2016-07-23 Fedor Konyukhov (RUS) 

17897 A AM-14 Shortest time around the world 272 h 11 min 2016-07-23 Fedor Konyukhov (RUS) 

 
* Class A  Ballooning 
** AM-14  Mixed Balloons: 16.000 to 22.000 m³ 
*** AM-15  Mixed Balloons: 22.000 m³ and above 

 
The performances were monitored by FAI Official Observers to ensure that they were made according 
to the Sporting Code of the Federation.  
 
They will be ratified as World Records by FAI after examination of the full record files.  
 
FAI Official Observer John Wallington, from the Australian Ballooning Federation stated: “Fedor 
Konyukhov’s around the world balloon flight was a simply amazing project. It was a tremendous feat of 
technical engineering and human endurance. To work with Fedor and his team has been very exciting 
and a great privilege.” Fedor Konyunkhov and late American aviation legend Steve Fossett are the 
only pilots to have completed the solo circumnavigation.  
 
The FAI congratulates Fedor Konyukhov and the whole team on this splendid achievement. 
 

 Pictures 
 
About FAI  
 
The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), also known as the World Air Sports Federation, is 
the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world aviation and space records. The FAI 
was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-making organisation recognised by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 
Balloons, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting, 
Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic and Astronautic sporting activities. 
 
For more details, please contact the FAI – Fédération Aéronautique Internationale  
 
Faustine Carrera  
Communication Manager 
Maison du Sport International  
Av. de Rhodanie 54  
1007 Lausanne  
0041 21 345 10 70  

http://www.fai.org/fai-record-file/?recordId=17899
http://www.fai.org/fai-record-file/?recordId=17900
http://www.fai.org/fai-record-file/?recordId=17898
http://www.fai.org/fai-record-file/?recordId=17897
http://www.fai.org/fai-record-file/?recordId=7402
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