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Proposal to Host

1999 Coupe de Aéronautique 
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Revised:  February 1, 1999

                 By:

Gas Division of the Balloon Federation of America

Hosted by:

ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FIESTA

8309 Washington Place, NE

Albuquerque, NM  87113

USA

505-821-1000 (voice)
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505-828-2887 (fax)
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Introduction

The Balloon Federation of America’s Gas Division, in conjunction with the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, Inc. is honored to submit this bid to host the 1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett.  

During the past six years the Balloon Fiesta has organized six major Gas Balloon Events during the annual Balloon Fiesta.  Albuquerque, New Mexico is one of the world’s best sites to host the Gordon Bennett.  In brief terms, it is because from Albuquerque, gas balloons can “Go the Distance.”  With prevailing winds usually taking the balloons north and east and with no geo-political boundaries to limit progress, long distance and long duration flights are not only a possibility, but a reality.  The countries of Canada, Mexico, and the United States will be open for this competition.  The gas balloon flying weather in Albuquerque is fantastic during October with calm launch weather, clear nights and very little cloud cover.

The host, Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, Inc. has worked very hard to make this a generous bid that will enable as many gas balloonists from around the world as possible to enter this premier competition. 

In summary the host is offering:

· Free Entry Fee!

· 5 Nights Hotel Room per Balloon

· Tremendous Organizational Skills for Event Hosting

· North America open for Competition

· Beautiful Event Jackets

· Pilot Pack ($110 per pilot) in Fiesta Bucks

· Large Crowds

· Intense Media Coverage

· 24 hour/day Command Center

Our goal is to make it convenient to attend this event!

Event Organizers

Name of the Event:

1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

National Aero Club:

National Aeronautic Association

Name of Organizer:

Gas Division of Balloon Federation of America







6001 E-2, San Mateo Blvd., N.E.

Number 109







Albuquerque, NM 87109







505-332-2829 (home)







505-294-7438 (work)

Name of Host:


Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, Inc.







Gas Balloon Committee

8309 Washington Place, NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113

505-821-1000 (voice)

505-828-2887 (fax)

www.balloonfiesta.com
Contact Names:

Steven M. Shope – (Proposed) Event Director

shope@sandiaresearch.com
505-881-6900 (voice)

505-883-5700 (fax)





Pat Brake – (Proposed) Event Administrator

pjb@nm.net
505-821-1000 (voice)

505-828-2887 (fax)





Troy Bradley, BFA Gas Division, Chairman of the Board

tbradley@highfiber.com




12702 Conejo Road, NE





Albuquerque, NM 87123





505-332-2829 (home)





505-294-7438 (work)

Event Details

Name of the Event:

1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

Event Dates: 


Thursday, September 30, 1999 through,

Saturday, October 9, 1999

(see Master Schedule for details)

Location:



Balloon Fiesta Park






Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA

Latitude: 



North 
35° 11.933’
Longitude:



West
106° 35.715’

Elevation:



1,543.9 meters 
(5,065.4 feet)
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Event Master Schedule

Pilot Registration (see Note 1):

Thursday
September 30, 1999
0900-1600 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

&

Friday

October 1, 1999

0900-1400 hrs 
Balloon Fiesta Park

Pilot Welcome Party:

Friday

October 1, 1999

1700-2000 hrs
Albuquerque Hilton 

Pilot Briefings:

General Briefing: 

Friday 
October 1, 1999

1500-1600 hrs
Crowne Plaza Hotel

Preflight Briefing:

Saturday 
October 2, 1999

1200-1300 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

Inflation:
Saturday 
October 2, 1999

1300-1800 hrs
Balloon Fiesta Park

Launch Ceremonies:
Saturday 
October 2, 1999

1800-1830 hrs 
Balloon Fiesta Park

Launch Window Opens (see Note 2):
Saturday 
October 2, 1999

1830 hrs 

Balloon Fiesta Park

Awards Banquet:




Saturday 
October 9, 1999

1800-2100 hrs
Crowne Plaza Hotel

Note 1:

Pilot registration and preflight briefing at Balloon Fiesta Park will be held in the pilot tent, also known as the Landing.

Note 2:

If, because of weather, we have to delay the launch, we are prepared to reschedule the launch until as late as Wednesday, October 6, 1999 at 2359 hrs. 

Event Location

· The proposed 1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett site is the dedicated balloon event facility located at Balloon Fiesta Park in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

· This facility hosts and supports the Kodak Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta every year.  The park has an expansive infrastructure of buildings, roads, utilities, signage, and launch facilities to host nearly 900 balloons every October for a nine-day event.

· Near the Balloon Fiesta Park is the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta Administrative Headquarters. This office maintains a year-round staff of ten people to meet the administrative needs of the Balloon Fiesta and associated events.  The headquarters building has several meeting rooms that are constantly used by the many volunteer committees that help put on these events.  This office will support the administrative needs of the Gordon Bennett including accounting, registration, mailings, and committee meetings.

· During the past six years of Fiesta, a Gas Balloon Event has taken place at this site and during the annual Balloon Fiesta. The Gas Balloon event is always a highlight of the Balloon Fiesta.  These past six events are:

1993 37th Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett 

1994 World Gas Balloon Championships

1995 1st America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1996 2nd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1997 3rd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1998 [image: image8.png]


4th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

· Balloon Fiesta Park is within the city limits of Albuquerque, New Mexico. More than 500,000 people live within a twenty-mile radius of this facility.  Albuquerque offers:

· A major international airport

· Modern air cargo facilities

· Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau

· 13,000 hotel rooms

· Two major interstate highways, I-40 and I-25

· [image: image9.png]8 O



Four major television networks

· Public attendance to the Balloon Fiesta (1.1 million in 1998)
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Letters of Approval

Copies of official letters to and from United States certifying bodies and officials are included for reference. 

Budget

The budget for the 1999 Gordon Bennett is shown below.  Some items such as donated hotel rooms, donated vehicles, etc. are not indicated.


EXPENSES


Account
Description
Budget

Operations
Helium
$  85,000.00 


Security, Fire, EMT, Traffic Control 
$  30,000.00


Field Maintenance, Lighting, 
$  10,000.00


Administrative 
$  20,000.00





Pilots
Hotel Rooms
$  25,000.00


Total Jackets
$  15,000.00 


Pilot Packs 
$    5,000.00 


Prizes
$  10,000.00 





Observers
Pilot & Observers Provisions
$    3,000.00 





Staff (30)
Air Fare (4 Foreign Officials)
$    3,200.00 


Staff & Committee Provisions
$    3,500.00 


Weather Service (Meteorologist service & 
$    5,000.00 


      Professional staff)


Miscellaneous
Banquet
$  12,500.00 


Supplies & Printing
$    5,000.00 


Sanction Fees
$    1,500.00 


Total Expenses
$233,700.00 






REVENUES


Account
Description
Budget


AIBF Contribution (through sponsorships, sales and contributions)
$233,700.00 


Total Revenue
$233,700.00





Albuquerque’s Records

Distance Flying from Albuquerque

Why is Albuquerque, New Mexico one of the world’s best sites to host the Gordon Bennett?  Briefly, it is because from Albuquerque, gas balloons can “Go the Distance.”  With prevailing winds usually taking the balloons north and east and with no geo-political boundaries to limit progress, long distance and long duration flights are not only a possibility, but, a reality.  For example, with five years of recent distance competition from Albuquerque (excluding the World Championships – a non-distance competition) the data speaks for itself:

1993 37th Coupe Gordon Bennett  (1st Category Event)

1st place
   1,832.1  kilometers
duration 59.3 hrs 

2nd place
   1,557.5  kilometers
duration 66.0 hrs

3rd place     
      950.6  kilometers
duration 45.3 hrs

1995 1st America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1st place
   2,241.9  kilometers 
duration 60.2hrs

2nd place 
   2,076.4  kilometers 
duration 66.2 hrs

3rd place
   2,046.4  kilometers 
duration 47.8 hrs

1996 2nd America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1st place
     706.6  kilometers
duration 38.1 hrs

2nd place
     608.6  kilometers
duration 43.1 hrs

3rd place
     573.5  kilometers
duration 44.1 hrs

1997 3rd America’s Challenge  (1st Category Event)

1st place 
   1,464.5 kilometers
duration 45.7 hrs

2nd place
   1,292.3 kilometers
duration 43.7 hrs

3rd place
   1,026.8 kilometers
duration 45.3 hrs

1998 4th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race

1st place
  2,234.9 kilometers

duration 58.8 hrs

2nd place 
  1,784.6 kilometers

duration 60.1 hrs

3rd place
  1,723.3 kilometers

duration 47.1 hrs

In summary:

· 5 flights greater than 2,000 kilometers

· 12 flights greater than 1,500 kilometers

· 18 flights greater than 1,000 kilometers

Event Weather

The gas balloon flying weather in Albuquerque is fantastic during October.  

The launch weather is usually very calm after sunset during October.  Clear nights with very little cloud cover are the norm.

The first evening’s flight path usually takes the gas balloons north to northeast from Albuquerque in the direction of Santa Fe.  Pilots can work their way through the mountains using any of the many passes in the area.  By early the next morning, the balloons are commonly in the flat plains of northeast New Mexico.  

Typical trajectories then allow the balloons to fly a great distance over the Great Plains of the United States towards the East Coast of the United States and possibly into Canada.

In six years of gas events in October, we’ve experienced only one significant weather delay.
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Airspace

Attractive features of the Albuquerque host site are the open skies and the ability to fly long distances.  All the countries of North America will be open for the 1999 Gordon Bennett race:

·  United States

·  Canada


·  Mexico

The United States Airspace is open from the ground up to 18,000 feet MSL.  As in past Albuquerque gas races, the host committee works very closely with United States Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) personnel to provide as much airspace as possible for the competitors.  Our committee’s airspace coordinator works with the FAA to obtain, well in advance, the following:

·  NOTAMs,

·  Restricted Airspace (to minimize aircraft interference at launch), 

·  US-Wide Transponder Code Assignment for every balloon,

·  FAR Waivers (if required), 

·  Air Traffic Control Coordination,

·  Albuquerque Departure Control Coordination,

In addition, we work very closely with the controlling agencies for any restricted airspace in the area of the likely balloon trajectories.  For example, the White Sands Missile Range is a large and highly secured military test range in southern New Mexico.  Last year we received permission for the America’s Challenge Balloons to enter this restricted airspace.  One balloon actually needed this clearance and was granted permission to traverse White Sands airspace. 

We also work closely with Mexican and Canadian airspace authorities to allow easy entry into and retrieval from, those countries.  During past America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Races, we have had balloons fly into Canada and into Mexico without incident.

Insurance Requirements

Pilots 
entering the Gordon Bennett race must provide proof that their balloons are insured during the Event for at least $1,000,000 (USD) for third party liability.  Insurance cannot be purchased from the organizer, nor the Host.

Entry Fee

The Host for this proposal is very conscious of the expense incurred by pilot teams participating in the Gordon Bennett race.  Although budgets are always of utmost concern, the Host, has worked very hard to make the 1999 Gordon Bennett (if held in Albuquerque) accessible to gas balloonists from around the world.

With that in mind, we propose a free entry fee!

The details of the entry application process are:

A $500.00 USD deposit is required with the entry application.  The entry form, with both pilot and co-pilot information, is required at the Administrative Headquarters before July 15, 1999.   The entry forms must be complete and include a photograph of the entered balloon and separate photographs of the pilot and copilot.  The deposit will be refunded to the pilot upon registration on either September 30 or October 1, 1999.

Refunds are available to pilot teams that withdraw their application prior to August 15, 1999.

Pilots Invited

Three balloon teams from each FAI/CIA eligible country will be extended an invitation to The 1999 Gordon Bennett in Albuquerque.

Based on our experience with a previous Gordon Bennett, World Championship, and four America’s Challenge races, we anticipate a maximum participation at the 1999 Gordon Bennett race of 26 balloon teams.  Additional balloon teams can be handled both logistically and administratively however, we feel that 26 teams is an accurate prediction.  At the 37th Gordon Bennett race in Albuquerque we had 20 teams registered.

CIA Sanction Fee

The Host is pleased to propose a CIA sanction fee of $1,500.00 USD.  This will be paid at the CIA meeting in March 1999.

Event Officials (Proposed)

The proposed event officials along with the host committee are listed below: 

Event Director



Steven M. Shope


Deputy Event Director


[to be determined]

Administrative Event Director

Pat Brake


Safety Officer 



Rod May


Assistant Safety Officer 


Harry Season


Steward(s)




[to be determined]


Scoring Officer 



J.W. Byrd


Chief Observer



Jim Thompson


Meteorologist



[to be determined]


Command Center Director


Dick Butterfield

Assistant Command Center Director
Ray Bair


Helium Operations



Steven Komadina


Launch Site Operations


Bruce Hale


Launch Master



Steven Shope


Airspace Coordinators


Pat Brake/Dick Butterfield


Foreign Entry Coordinator


John Sena


Marketing Director



Jodi Baugh


Media/Public Relations Director

Tom Garrity


Chase Crew Coordinator


Dodi Bernal


Inflation Support



Glenda Watson


Banquet Coordinators


Jacqueline Hockey/Anna Nalley


Announcer




Tom Rutherford


Briefing Setups



Jerri Barnhart


Balloon Mail




Anna Nalley

Jury
The organizer submits a list of six potential jury candidates along with this proposal.  

Sid Cutter

Jean Claude Weber

Alex Nagorski

Neil Robertson

Les Purfield

Jacob Burkart

Tom Donnelly

Jury members selected by the CIA to participate in the 1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett will receive the following provisions:

· Round trip (return) Airfare

· Hotel Room (Individual rooms) (Direct bill to AIBF)

· Courtesy Vehicle (1 vehicle pooled with entire jury)

· Event Jacket with name and “Jury” custom embroidered on the front breast

· Two Banquet tickets

· Pilot Pack ($110.00 in Fiesta Bucks)

· VIP Vehicle Pass

· 9-day Balloon Fiesta Admission Pass

Rules
The organizer will submit proposed rules that are in accordance with the FAI/CIA Model Rules for the Gordon Bennett.  These rules will be submitted immediately after receiving notification that Albuquerque has been selected to host the 1999 Gordon Bennett.

Balloon Mail
The Host will issue balloon mail commemorating the 1999 Gordon Bennett in Albuquerque.  The custom-designed envelope will be made available to the public in the Balloon Fiesta balloon mail tent.  Additionally, the commemorative balloon mail will be sold to the pilots at a reasonable price of approximately $2.00 each.

We will have postal authorities at the launch site.  Because the pilots will have many other activities immediately before launch, we will have portable postal station in the immediate vicinity of the inflation area to provide cancellation services.

An example of last year’s America’s Challenge Balloon Mail is shown below:
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Media Coverage
Interest in the sport of gas ballooning continues to grow among news media that cover the annual Balloon Fiesta.  Attracting nearly 257 media organizations and 926 journalists, the 1998 Kodak Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta generated hours of live and taped television news coverage and thousands of articles in national and international newspapers and magazines... not to mention hits on a variety of internet web pages.  To purchase the kind of advertising ballooning receives at the Balloon Fiesta would cost more than $3 million. 

Our favorable rapport with the news media allows us to direct coverage for events that we wanted covered.  Such is the case with gas ballooning.  Positioning the sport of gas ballooning through profiles on different balloon teams and providing the news media consistent and accurate information about the race competition, we were able to facilitate massive news coverage of this event.  Specifically, we provided the media with background on the competition and provided regular updates relayed through the Internet and daily news briefings.   

Because of the America's Challenge, the sport of gas ballooning received coverage on the Public Broadcasting System, Discovery Channel, Travel Channel, National Public Radio, British Broadcasting Corporation, Metro Networks  (1700 radio stations nationwide), Fox Family Network (cable), Extra Entertainment Magazine (syndicated television program), Globo Television (South America), Asahi Television (Japan), Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Conus Communications (competitor to CNN), HBO/Cinemax, Fox News Television, NBC Today  Show, QVC, Univision, The Paul Harvey Show (syndicated on ABC Radio), and  hundreds of newspapers in Europe and North America.  

Gas ballooning was a great selling point of the 1998 Fiesta. With representatives from four of the different around-the-world balloon teams  (Spirit-of-Peace, Solo Spirit, Virgin Challenger, Team ReMax) registered in the event, this provided a tremendous opportunity to position the America’s Challenge as a race of champions. This approach was used to entice different media to cover this event with the backdrop of the Fiesta. 

Launch Event
The launching of gas balloons during the Kodak Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is always a highlight of the Balloon Fiesta.  Very large spectator crowds are common.  The balloons are launched from an elevated launch platform to the applause of thousands.  A portable public address system and a professional announcer add to the enthusiasm.  We propose to highlight each country’s launch by playing the appropriate National Anthem immediately before and during the launch.  An array of international and organizational flags will provide a colorful backdrop to the launches.

An experienced launch master takes control of each launch, provides one final safety inspection, and launches the balloon.  Albuquerque gas launches are always highly organized, safe, and efficient.  During the America’s Challenge launches in 1998, 16 gas balloons were launched in a period of 69 minutes.
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Official Products
The Host, in conjunction with several of the official Balloon Fiesta product producers, will design and manufacture several official products that commemorate the 1999 Gordon Bennett.  These products are similar to the ones produced for the 37th Coupe Gordon Bennett race held in Albuquerque in 1993.  These official products should include:

· Gordon Bennett Pin

· Gordon Bennett Patch

· Gordon Bennett Commemorative Silver & Gold Coin

· Gordon Bennett Tee Shirt

· Gordon Bennett Poster

Gordon Bennett Pin/Patch

The preliminary Gordon Bennett pin and patch artwork is shown below.  During Balloon Fiesta, the gas balloon race pins and patches are always a very attractive and sought after product. We expect additional demand because of the Gordon Bennett.  We will produce additional products to meet this extra demand. 
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Official Tee Shirt

Our Official Softgoods producer, Sutton’s Sportswear, is very excited about the possibility of the Gordon Bennett being hosted by the Balloon Fiesta.  His 37th Coupe Gordon Bennett tee shirt was one of his all time “best sellers”. An example of a gas balloon tee shirt from 1997 is shown below.
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Gordon Bennett Commemorative Silver & Gold Coin

Popular “official products” at Balloon Fiesta are the various commemorative coins.  Separate Balloon Glow, Event, and Special Shapes Rodeo coins are produced every year.  Recently, a gas coin was added to the list of coins produced each year.  We will make a special gold and silver Gordon Bennett gas coin.  The preliminary Gordon Bennett coin design is shown below.
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Gordon Bennett Poster

Every year an Official Balloon Fiesta poster is produced.  During the 1993 Fiesta, the 37th Coupe de Gordon Bennett was held.  That year we produced a 2-part poster with one part commemorating, the Balloon Fiesta and the other part commemorating the Gordon Bennett.  We plan to do this again.  The 1993 poster set was one of the most popular posters ever produced.  Below is a photograph of the 1993, “combined” poster.
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Observers

The Host will invite observers from all countries with pilot teams entering the 1999 Gordon Bennett.  Observer invitations will be in accordance with the FAI Sporting Code.

Observers will be responsible for their own expenses associated with travel to/from Albuquerque.  As with the pilots, we are aware of the high cost to observers of participating in the Gordon Bennett.  Therefore, the host committee will offer the following provisions to observers officially participating in the 1999 Gordon Bennett in Albuquerque:

· Event Jacket with name and “Observer” embroidered on the from breast

· Two (2) Banquet Tickets

· Fiesta Pack ($110.00 in Fiesta Bucks)

· VIP Vehicle Pass

· 9-day Balloon Fiesta Pass

· Hotel Room –  up to 9 nights (2 observers per room or 4 per suite) (Direct bill to AIBF)

Headquarters

The Gordon Bennett Race will have two headquarters.  There will be an Administrative Headquarters and an Operations Command Center.  

Administrative Headquarters

The Administrative Headquarters will be operational immediately upon the Balloon Fiesta receiving the award of the Gordon Bennett bid, and throughout the event.  Headquarters will handle all administrative details such as team entries, mailings, accounting, etc.  The Administrative Headquarters is located at the Balloon Fiesta offices:

Pat Brake, Administrative Event Director

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

8309 Washington Place, NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87113

USA

505-821-1000
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505-828-2887 fax

The Administrative Headquarters will move to the Balloon Fiesta Park Facility on September 30, 1999 and remain there throughout the following ten days of the Balloon Fiesta.  It’s location on the field is in the main pilot tent known as the “Landing.”  The Administrative Event Director’s name is Pat Brake.  She will be accessible at all times during the event to handle any administrative issue that may arise.

Operations Command Center

The Operations Command is a dedicated facility used for operations and command functions during gas balloon races at the Balloon Fiesta.  The Command Center is a converted trailer and is well furnished inside with a meteorological room, a communications and tracking room, a meeting room (for private jury and other meetings) and a storage room.  The Command Center has interior heating and lighting.  This Center will be operational from September 30, 1999 through the duration of the event.  The Gas Balloon Command Center is positioned immediately behind Corporate Village Row on the south end of the launch field at Balloon Fiesta Park.

While any gas balloons are airborne, the Command Center is fully operational and staffed 24 hours per day.  The center has pilot-only incoming phone lines, fax lines, and lines for internet usage.  Each member of our Command Center staff is highly experienced and takes his job very seriously.  
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The Gas Balloon Command center will provide these functions:

· Meteorological Monitoring for Severe Weather 

· Position logging for all Balloons

· Search and Rescue Coordination

· Pilot Debriefing Center

· Media Reports

· Jury and Other Meetings

· Official Notice Postings

· Central Communications Center

· Airspace Coordination

· Foreign Entry Coordination
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Pilot Provisions

The Host for this proposal is very aware of the difficulties faced by the pilot teams participating in the Gordon Bennett race.  The proposing Host wants to make the Albuquerque event a memorable experience for those teams. 

Albuquerque is proud to offer the following items to the 1999 Gordon Bennett pilot teams:

Jackets
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Every pilot and co-pilot will receive a special event jacket.  The gas jacket at the Balloon Fiesta is always the premier jacket of the seven to eight event jackets produced by the Balloon Fiesta each year.  The 1999 Gordon Bennett jacket will also have embroidery and will display the pilot name and country.

Pilot Packs

Continuing a tradition first started at the 1998 Fiesta, each pilot and copilot will receive pilot pack containing $110 in “Fiesta Bucks.”  Fiesta bucks are the same as cash at:

· Fiesta Official Products Tents (official pins and patches),

· Sutton’s Sportswear Tent (official shirts and softgoods),

· Albuquerque Coin Tent (official commemorative coins), and 

· Procreations Tent (official posters).

Ballast Sand

A large amount of ballast sand will be available within several hundred feet of the inflation area.  Tools and helpers will be available for filling and transporting the ballast bags to the launch sites.  
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Launch Site Signs

Each launch site will have a special sign erected that lists the pilots’ names and the team’s country.  Each balloon team will be allowed to keep this attractive sign as a souvenir of the event.
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Officials & Committee Provisions

Officials and committee members participating in the 1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett will receive the following provisions:

· Event Jacket with name and title embroidered on the front breast

· Two Banquet tickets

· Fiesta Pack ($50.00 in Fiesta Bucks)

· VIP vehicle pass

· 9-day Balloon Fiesta Admission Pass

Other Assistance

The Host committee will attempt to minimize other obstacles faced by teams traveling to the Albuquerque site.  Assistance will be offered in the following areas:

Air Freight

A major cost to foreign Gordon Bennett balloon teams traveling to the United States is airfreight for their balloons and equipment.  A Balloon Fiesta sponsor is Eagle USA Airfreight Systems and in addition, there are other reasonable airfreight companies in the area willing to arrange round-trip airfreight to Albuquerque and return to most major overseas cities.  We will have an airfreight coordinator to assist pilots making airfreight arrangements to the Gordon Bennett.

Chase Vehicles

We understand the difficulty that overseas pilot/copilot teams have in obtaining a chase vehicle  (truck).  We will attempt to minimize these difficulties by having a chase vehicle coordinator on our host committee.  The role of this position will be to provide all possible assistance for Gordon Bennett pilot teams in renting a chase vehicle.  

Aviation Oxygen

Because of the difficulty in the overseas transport of aviation oxygen cylinders, the Host will make aviation oxygen cylinders and cylinder filling available to any pilot team needing these services.  There may be a slight cost for cylinder filling and rental, but there will be one central contact for these services.  This point of contact will be a Host committee member.

Accommodations for Pilot and Crew

The Host will use the Albuquerque Crowne Plaza as the Headquarters Gordon Bennett hotel.  The Host will provide a room allowance of 5 hotel nights for every balloon team.  The rooms are valid for the nights of Thursday, September 30, through Saturday, October 9 (Pilot choice for the 5 specific nights). 
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Pilots can use their room allowances at other hotels throughout Albuquerque as well. Reservations can be made by calling the Balloon Fiesta’s Gordon Bennett housing coordinator.  This number will be given out at a later date.
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Promotional
The Kodak Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is very excited about the possibility of hosting the 1999 Coupe de Aéronautique Gordon Bennett.  If the Albuquerque site is selected, the Host will promote the event heavily.  During the past six years of Gas Races associated with the Kodak Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, our promotional activities have paid off well.  As a result, the public interest in gas ballooning is at an all-time high.  Additionally, more and more hot air balloon pilots are getting involved in gas ballooning and purchasing balloons.  We plan to promote the 1999 Gordon Bennett very well.  A few of the promotional activities include:

· Billboard advertising around Albuquerque

· Airport signage

· TV/Radio Spots

· The Gas Balloon section of Official Program

· Commemorative pins, patches, shirts and posters

· Numerous Press Releases/Interviews

Social Events

Social events are an important part of every gas race in Albuquerque.  The 1999 Gordon Bennett will be no exception and will provide an incentive to make these parties even better than ever.

Welcome / Press Party
A large welcome party is coordinated with the Balloon Fiesta Press Party.  This event is located at the Albuquerque Hilton Hotel and is outdoors next to the pool. The event provides several bars and a wide selection of local and other foods.  Live music is also provided.  The party is scheduled for 1700 hours on Friday evening October 1, 1999, one hour after the General Briefing.

The welcome party is attended by major media personnel, major sponsors, and often New Mexico dignitaries such as the Governor, Mayor, Senators and Congressmen.  This is one of the most popular social events of the Balloon Fiesta.

Awards Banquet

The gas balloon awards banquet is the most formal social affair of the entire Balloon Fiesta.  We propose an equally prestigious banquet for the Gordon Bennett Awards Ceremony.  The event will be a black-tie optional dinner, hosted by a professional Master of Ceremonies, live music, a key-note speaker, and of course the presentation of the awards, trophies, and medals.  Attendance is usually more than 300 guests.  The awards banquet is scheduled for Saturday evening, October 9th, at 1800 hours.  Well-known and entertaining speaker, Anthony Smith of England, has tentatively agreed to speak at the 1999 Gordon Bennett Awards Banquet.
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