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34. Any other Business                               JCW                10’

1. FAI Diploma for Outstanding Airmanship
CIA to make nomination to the FAI

Victor ZAGAINOV, Kazakhstan
On October 3, 2002, taking part in a balloonning event in the town of Zheleznovodsk (Russia) Victor’s balloon was involved in a mid-air collision between his balloon’s envelope and a descending balloon’s basket. Victor’s envelope was torn open at a height of 300 m, initiating a very fast and uncontrolled descent. Despite his efforts to keep the balloon envelope inflated with continous heating, the envelope caught fire, deflated and the balloon plunged to the ground.

On board with Victor, as the only passenger, was his best friend’s and crewmember’s 19 years old daughter. Realising that he could not stop or slow the balloon’s descent, just before impact Victor lifted the girl in his arms and placed himself underneath her, thus acting as a living cushion on impact. Both occupants survived the crash and the girl was released from hospital after routine check with just a few scratches and concussions. Victor succumbed two days later due to severe internal injuries.

2. FAI Gold Air Medal
CIA to nominate Steve Fossett for his RTW flight performances and first solo RTW flight (June 19, 2002)

Distance : 33.195,10 km.


RTW time : 320 hours and 30 minutes (new absolute World record)


Duration: 355 hours and 50 minutes (new AM14 World record)

