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Minutes of CIA RULES SUBCOMMITTEE

Meeting was be held in Lausanne, Switzerland

on Thursday March 10th  2005 from 14:00 to 17:30

Present:
RSC Chairman
Masashi Kakuda



RSC Members:
Mark Sullivan
AA/AM WG Chairman




Uwe Schneider
AX WG Chairman


                             
Mathijs De Brujin

Scoring WG Chairman


                           
Jean Claude Weber
Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code-WG Chairman
Absent:
RSC Members
Rick Wallace

BX WG Chairman
Observers
Alan Blount

CIA Competitor Subcommittee Chairman


David Levin

Gerald Sturzlinger


Tom Donnelly

David Bareford

Claude Weber

Nick Donner

Esa Pakarinen

Sean Kavanagh


Sung Kil Jin

Jun Ho Huh
2005 MEETING AGENDA

1.
Roll call, apologies for absence 
Apologize from Rick Wallace and Don Cameron

The chairman of RSC to have the casting vote, due to only 4 voting members present.

2.
2004 RSC Minutes

2004 RSC Minutes were approved
3.
RSC-Working Groups’ summaries of recommendations: 

a)
Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code-WG summary of recommendations

b)
AA/AM-WG summary of recommendations

c)
Scoring-WG summary of recommendations

d)
AX-WG summary of recommendations

e)
BX-WG summary of recommendations

No report was submitted.

4.
2005 Category One Event Rules for approval:

· 14th European Hot Air Balloon Championship

Hungary

· 49th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennet
t

USA

· Mobilux Trophy 2004




Luxembourg

· 2005 Motegi International Championship

Japan
· 2005 Coupe d’Europe and Ladies World Cup

France
5.
CIA Sporting Event Rules for approval
· 7th Polish Balloon Cup 




Poland
No action, since no rule was submitted.
6.
Any other business (to be proposed at the beginning of the meeting)



BX-WG will have new members and the chairman. 

7.
2005/2006 RSC and WG Members, RSC Chairperson
2004/2005 RSC and Working Group Members 

Rules Sub Committee

Masashi Kakuda

Japan

Chairman

Mark Sullivan


USA

AA/AM WG

 

Uwe Schneider

Germany 
AX WG


Mathijs De Bruijn

Netherlands 
Scoring WG


Jean Claude Weber

Luxembourg
SC-WG 
AA/AM WG:

1. Mark Sullivan


USA

Chairman


2. Tom Donnelly


UK



3. David Levin


USA




4. Philippe De Cock

Belgium



5. Joseph Starkbaum

Austria 



AX WG
1. Uwe Schneider

Germany
Chairman

2. Mathijs De Bruijn

Netherlands


3. David Levin


USA



4. Eric Decellieres

France



5. Masashi Kakuda

Japan



Scoring WG:

1. Mathijs De Bruijn

Netherlands

Chairman

2. Masashi Kakuda

Japan


3. David Bareford

UK




4. Bengt Stener


Sweden



5. Steve Ireland


Australia

Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code WG:

1. Jean Claude Weber

Luxembourg 
Chairman

2. Don Cameron


UK



3. Hans Akerstedt

Sweden



4. Alan Blount


USA


5. Frederic Moizard

France



BX WG: 

1.
Tom Donnelly


UK

Chairman


2.
Rick Wallace


USA

3.
Stanislav Foodoroff

RUS


8.
Summary of recommendations/motions to the CIA

(That the Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code-WG recommendations)

Motion 1: 

Adopt the proposal for a new Bidding Process for Category 1 Events, as presented to the CIA Plenary meeting in March 2004 (agenda 2005 item # 12, appendix 8), and amend the Sporting Code Section One accordingly with immediate effect.
Motion 2:

The CIA President shall ask the FAI President to include the following proposal in the FAI 2005 General Conference Agenda: 

The FAI General Conference to adapt the FAI By-Laws to allow the Montgolfier Diploma to be awarded to the same individual more than once, but not In the same category..

Motion 3:

The Plenary to decide that the motions 4 to 6 and the amended S1 paragraphs 2.1.1.5, 8.2.1.2, 8.2.1.3, as passed by the Plenary in 2004 and as outlined in the S1 Amendment Working Document (issue 2005/2), shall come into force with immediate effect.
(AA-WG recommendations)

Motion 4

That the MER of Gordon Bennett, version 2005, “Item 3” of AA-WG report be approved.
Motion 5

That the rules of 49th Gordon Bennett, Event Director and Safety Officer, Helium and Hydrogen, “Item 4” of AA-WG report be approved.
Motion 6

That the AA-MER changes “Item 5” of AA-WG report be approved.
(Scoring WG recommendations)

Motion 7

That the changes to the COH be approved.

Motion 8

That the status of COH be changed as a mandatory document, be approved.
(AX-WG recommendations)

Motion 9

That the rules for the following Category 1 & Sporting Events be approved.


European Championship
Hungary

Mobilux Trophy 2005
Luxembourg

2005 Motegi International Championship
Japan

Coupe d’Europe and Ladies World Cup
France

Motion 10

That the AX MER rule changes “Item 3” be approved.
Motion 11

That the AX MERG rules changes “Item 4” be approved.

Motion 12
That the 2005/2006 RSC Members and WG members be approved.

Notes:
SC-WG report

page 5-9

AA-WG report

page 10-13

SWG report

page 14-15

AX-WG report

page 16-19

Annex 2 - SCWG
page 20-21

Masashi Kakuda, chairman

Rule Subcommittee

Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code Working Group

Meeting held at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne (Switzerland)

on March 9th 2005 from 09:15 to 12:30

Meeting Report

Presence:

WG members:
Hans Akerstedt, Alan Blount, Frédéric Moizard, JC Weber

Absent:
Don Cameron

Observers:
Masashi Kakuda, Mathijs Debruijn

1. Proposal for a new S1 bidding process for CAT1 events

After having considered the implications of the proposed new bidding process on the Continental and World championships of the years 2007 and 2008, the WG unanimously recommends to the Rules Subcommittee to present the following motion to the CIA Plenary:

That the CIA Plenary meeting shall 

· adopt the proposal for a new Bidding Process for Category 1 Events, as presented to the CIA Plenary meeting in March 2004 (agenda 2005 item # 12, appendix 8), and 

· amend the Sporting Code Section One accordingly with immediate effect

2. FAI Statutes and By-Laws changes adopted in 2004

No changes affecting the CIA. It was noted by the WG that the CIA president has been elected president of the FAI Statutes Working Group by the FAI General Conference.

After discussion of the FAI By-Laws concerning the Montgolfier Diploma, in order to bring the FAI By-Laws up to date with CIA practice, the WG recommends to the RSC to present the following motion to the CIA Plenary:

The CIA President shall ask the FAI President to include the following proposal in the FAI 2005 General Conference Agenda: 


The FAI General Conference to adapt the FAI By-Laws to allow the Montgolfier Diploma to be awarded to the same individual more than once, but not in the same category.

3. SC General Section changes adopted in 2004

No changes in 2004. It is however to be noted that the CIA representative to CASI keeps a watchful eye on the CASI Secretary’s efforts to modify the Sporting Code General Section. The CASI President has also been asked to better control his Secretary’s efforts in this respect.

4. Request for changes to the SC General Section 6.8.2 and 6.8.4

The CIA representative to CASI informed the WG that motions 1 to 3, adopted by the CIA Plenary in 2004 (CIA 2004 minutes item # 18), have been transmitted to the CASI President for consideration at the next CASI meeting. 





  


(annex 1)

5. Definition of Event Director / Competition Director in the SC

After discussion of the CIA recommendation (CIA 2004 Plenary minutes item # 21/6) to study the possibility of a revision of SC S1 to the effect to allow for a division of powers among an “organisation director” (overall responsibility of the event) and a “competition director” (competition responsibility), the WG feels that the implications are not known well enough to make a recommendation to the RSC and CIA Plenary. However, the WG recognises the risks of the present definitions and will endeavour to propose a sound solution taking into account the CIA’s desire to limit the Competition Director’s responsibilities without unnecessarily limiting his powers.

6. Status of CIA Advisory documents

After discussion of the CIA recommendation (CIA 2004 Plenary minutes item # 21/2d) on a request from RSC Scoring WG to study the possibility to give a part of CIA the Advisory document “Competition Operations Handbook” mandatory status, the WG recommends to the RSC to NOT change the status of only a part of any CIA Mandatory, Advisory, or Information document. In fact, it is felt that this would put an additional burden on competitors and officials without any benefit. 

The RSC chairman, Masashi Kakuda, then suggested that the status of the complete COH could be changed from advisory to mandatory, with the exception of annex C (GPS). AS many recommendations in the COH have in the past been taken out of the Model Rules precisely to change their status from mandatory to advisory, the WG does not presently recommend to change back to a mandatory status.

7. Proposed Composition of the Working Group for 2005

Chairman
:
JC Weber

Members
:
Hans Akerstedt,

Alan Blount,




Don Cameron,




Frédéric Moizard,

8. Sporting Code Section One Amendment Working Document

· Review of Issue 2005/2 

· Section 2: Invitation and Entry procedures for World- and Continental Regional Championships

A proposal to modify the procedures adopted in 2004, presented to the WG during the meeting by the Dutch delegate Mathijs Debruijn, was tabled for 1 year to allow further thorough study of the implications. The proposal to be represented to the WG in 2006.

(annex 2)

· Preparation of Issue 2005/3

· Section 3: Upon a request from the Records Review Subcommittee, the WG recommends to the RSC to present the following motion to the Plenary:

The Plenary to decide that the motions 4 to 6 and the amended S1 paragraphs 2.1.1.5, 8.2.1.2, 8.2.1.3, as passed by the Plenary in 2004 and as outlined in the S1 Amendment Working Document (issue 2005/2), shall come into force with immediate effect. 








(annex 3)

9. Proposed Motions to the CIA Plenary Meeting 

Motion 1:

Adopt the proposal for a new Bidding Process for Category 1 Events, as presented to the CIA Plenary meeting in March 2004 (agenda 2005 item # 12, appendix 8), and amend the Sporting Code Section One accordingly with immediate effect.t

Motion 2:

The CIA President shall ask the FAI President to include the following proposal in the FAI 2005 General Conference Agenda: 

The FAI General Conference to adapt the FAI By-Laws to allow the Montgolfier Diploma to be awarded to the same individual more than once, but not In the same category..

Motion 3:

The Plenary to decide that the motions 4 to 6 and the amended S1 paragraphs 2.1.1.5, 8.2.1.2, 8.2.1.3, as passed by the Plenary in 2004 and as outlined in the S1 Amendment Working Document (issue 2005/2), shall come into force with immediate effect.
J.C. Weber, chairman

RSC Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code Working Group
(End of SC-WG report)

ANNEX 1
-----Original Message-----
From: Jean-Claude Weber [mailto:jwe@rodenbourg.com]
Sent: mardi 7 décembre 2004 10:00
To: Pimenoff, Sandy
Cc: Max Bishop
Subject: Sporting Code General Section
 
Dear Sandy,

 

In March 2004 the Ballooning Commission passed the following motions :

 

Motion 1. The performance by Heinsheimer and Neushal in 1976 be accepted as minimum performance standard for future world record claims in the appropriate AS sub-classes provided that NAA send the dossier to FAI and that it will be approved by CIA. 
Motion approved unanimously
Motion 2. That General Section paragraphs 6.8.2 and 6.8.4 be revised to permit that the time extension be granted in exceptional circumstance by the President of the Airsport Commission concerned
Motion approved unanimously
Motion 3. Provided the Motion #2 above is accepted by CASI, the performance in Motion #1 is accepted as world record in the appropriate sub-classes.
Motion approved unanimously
 

As you see, these motions are in fact part of an effort to encourage the US to agree to and to promote the CIA requested GS changes in exchange of the recognition of a World Record by Heinsheimer & Neushal flown back in 1976, and which the US NAC desperately wants to see ratified by FAI. 

 

As you also know, I have been promoting (although by different means but nevertheless unsuccessfully) the requested GS changes for some years now, and I believe that now with the help of the NAA delegate to CASI we might have a chance to achieve what we always wanted, namely giving the responsibility for the time extensions to where it belongs: To the ASC Presidents.

 

I therefore officially request the CASI President to put the topic back on the Agenda for the next CASI meeting.

 

In the mean time, thanks and best regards,

  

J.C. WEBER, president
FAI Ballooning Commission

ANNEX 3
SECTION 3
Amendments adopted by the CIA but which will come into force only at reprinting in 2008.

CIA Plenary March 2004

On motions from the Records Review SC, the CIA Plenary passed the following resolutions in March 2004 (agenda item 18, motions 4, 5 and 6):

Motion 4. 
An additional diamond be added in Sporting Code Section 1 Paragraph 8.2.1.3 that:


Goal Diamond: A prior declared goal-flight of at least 3 km with a marker drop with 10 cm of the goal.
Motion 5. 
To add in Sporting Code Section 1 Paragraph 8.2.1.2 that:


Three diamond performances will qualify for a gold badge.
 

Motion 6. 
To add in Sporting Code Section 1 Paragraph 2.1.1.5 that:


A free balloon which obtains its buoyancy as a result of heating air using solar and or external radiation sources only may be included in this sub-class.
Therefore, the proposal to modify the Sporting Code Section One para. 2.1.1.5, 8.2.1.2 and 8.2.1.3 is approved as adopted by the CIA Plenary. No urgency having been claimed and no effective date having been decided by the CIA Plenary, these amendments will come into force only at reprinting of the SC S1 in 2008.

The amended S1 paragraphs will thus read as follows:

2.1.1.5
Sub-class AT: 
Free balloons not falling into subclasses AA, AX, AM or AS.


A free balloon which obtains its buoyancy as a result of heating air using solar and or external radiation sources only may be included in this sub-class.
8.2.1.2
Gold Badge


The following tasks shall have been achieved in one or more flights:


Distance:
A distance of at least 300 km


Duration:
A duration of at least 6 hours


Altitude:
An altitude of at least 6000 metres


Goal:
A prior declared goal-flight of at least 3 km with a marker drop 



or landing within 1 meters of the goal


Three diamond performances will qualify for a gold badge.

8.2.1.3
Diamonds


There are four diamonds, which may only be added to a Gold Badge.


Distance Diamond
:
A flight of at least 500 km


Duration Diamond
:
A flight of at least 24 hours


Altitude Diamond
:
A flight to an altitude of at least 9000 metres



Goal Diamond
: 
A prior declared goal-flight of at least 3 km with a 





marker 
drop with 10 cm of the goal.

AA Working Group

Meeting held at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne (Switzerland)

on March 9th 2005 from 09:15 to 11:00

Meeting Report

Roll call           Mark Sullivan, Chairman

             Tom Donnelly

             David Levin


             Josef Starkbaum

ABSENT
  Phillip deCock

Observers
Gerald Sturzlinger, Uwe Schneider, 

1.
Approved the 2004 AAWG Minutes

2.
Approve Agenda

Add
04 Gordon Bennett issues

Airspace violations

3.
Review Model Event Rules for the Gordon Bennett and approve new version 2005 

Change Event Director to Competition Director in all places

2.7
INSURANCE- Change ‘bought’ to ‘purchased”

3.1
DEFINITION OF A BALLOON – add at end of paragraph


“Organizers are empowered to inspect any aerostat that they suspect is in violation to this rule”

3.5
delete “leads to disqualification”


add  “may be penalized according to rule 6.4”

4.1
delete “leads to disqualification”


add  “may be penalized according to rule 6.4” 

       
delete “oxygen” from list and change “must” to “should”

4.2
delete “and with a diameter of at least ….”

4.3
delete “ maps will be available from  the organizer”

5.3
change 48 hours to 24 hours

6.2
change of wording to allow launch window which extends to next day.


Add  “As a guide, balloons will be launched at intervals  between three and five minutes, as long as it is safe to do so.”

6.3 
deleted.  Language added to 7.1

6.4   
change to 6.3

6.5  
change to 6.4

7.1
rule should read as follows;


The precise point at which any part of the aerostat's basket, car or gondola comes to rest on the ground or makes more than brief contact with any water surface, or anything attached to, or resting on, the ground or water is the landing point., Momentary contact with the ground or water does not constitute a landing, nor does contact between a trailrope and the ground, unless the aerostat is moored. Aerostats landing on water such as lakes, seas, or rivers will not receive a result   

9.3
add word “official” before results

4.
Review and recommend changes to the 49th Gordon Bennett rules submitted by Albuquerque 

Title

2.3  ammentities     

4.3  add “official aeronautical charts of the United Stated, Canada and Mexico

Approval of Event Director and Safety Officer for the 49th Gordon Bennett

Discussion for using both Helium & Hydrogen in the 49th Gordon Bennett  

Add to rule 3.1 for 49th GB.   Pilots may choose whether to use Hydrogen (if balloon is certified for it) or Helium for lifting gas.

5.
Review Model Event Rules for AA

Amend rules to allow use of  loggers for lost markers

3.6
Delete Barograph

Add:
Additionally, each balloon will carry a logger, provided by the organiser.

It is highly recommended that each balloon carry a GPS which will record a track log (including altitude) in case the event logger fails.
Delete 9.2

Change 10.13 
 Replace barograph with logger

Delete 10.14

Add chapter 11 – Loggers  (see attachment 1)

Modify lost marker 12.9

12.9
LOST MARKER

The results of pilots whose markers are lost will be assessed in accordance with whatever independent evidence is available to the officials.  A valid track log in the logger may be used to establish a result.  If a track point is used for a lost marker on a goal or target, the result will be the hypotenuse of the vertical and horizontal distances from the goal/target to the closest track point.  If a track point is used for a lost marker in a distance task, the result will be the horizontal distance to the best track point, less the altitude AGL.  In the absence of better evidence, a competitor’s assessed mark shall be his final landing position.

6.
Markus, report to Safety Committee on GB in Thionville and airspace problems


Swiss team hit radio tower at night


American team lost night light in powerline.


SAR incidence over Baltic


Question-do pilots fly differently using helium rather than hydrogen?


ATC – Frankfurt, Berlin, Sweden


Pilots with insufficient skills to inflate their balloon etc.

Transponder failures.  Suggestion of organizers supplying backup transponders.  Certification of testing of equipment or testing on site prior to launch.


Need for logger included with tracker.


English language and ATC radio procedures.


Need to confirm teams ability to communicate properly


Letter from Phillip deCock

ABQ GB – Will have ATC lecture by FAA


  
May check avionics.  Radio and Transponder

MIXED TEAMS – TOM DONELLY
Discuss 

7.
Any other business

8.
2005/2006 WG members and Chairperson

Mark Sullivan, Chairman

Tom Donnelly

Josef Starkbaum
David Levin
Phillip deCock

ATTACHMENT 1 (AA-WG report)
ATTACHMENT 1
CHAPTER 11 – LOGGERS
11.1
GPS LOGGERS


A GPS logger is a device that logs track and altitude of a balloon. The track points of the log will specify the position (latitude/longitude), the altitude (barometric or GPS altitude) and a time stamp.  GPS loggers will be used as an observation tool to monitor compliance with the rules and to provide a result for lost markers.   Devices enabling competitor's input may additionally be available depending on the type of logger. 

11.2
HANDLING OF LOGGERS


The logger will be handed out to the competitors together with the markers at briefing time. Additional rules on the handling of loggers will be specified in General Briefing


The competitor will take the logger with him after briefing and attach it to the load ring before take-off.


After landing he will detach the logger and return it to the observer.


At no time is the competitor allowed to open or interfere with the logger or its operation other then specifically instructed by the Director.

11.3
RESPONSIBILTY

The competitor is responsible for any loss or damage between handing over and return of the logger. 

11.4
GPS-LOGGER FAILURE


In case of unusable track logs, the officials may ask the competitor to provide any GPS equipment he may have to substitute the missing track information.

(End of AA-WG report)

Scoring Working Group

Meeting held at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne (Switzerland)

on March 9th 2005 from 11:00 to 13:50

Meeting Report

Roll call
Mathijs R. de Bruijn, Present

Masashi Kakuda, Present

Bengt Stener, Present


David Bareford, Absent

Steve Ireland, Absent


Observer to the meeting:
Eric Descellieres
Alexander Gruber

Claude Weber

Sean Kavanagh

CIA Status of the Competition Operation Handbook (COH).
The CIA status of the COH is ‘advisory document’. Discussions to change the status started in 2002 and the SWG now feels that the COH has matured to such an extend that the status should be Mandatory. Masashi Kakuda proposed to make a motion to the Plenary to change the status to ‘Mandatory’. This idea was sincerely welcomed by the SWG.

Cooperation of the SWG and the Tracking WG.

Scoring WG has seen and appreciated the work done by the Tracking WG but can see a duplication with regards to the use of GPS loggers in competition. The suggestion was that this work be re-directed to Scoring WG so there is only one document especially in the field of policy and procedures making subjects. Studying and collecting information and experiences will be gathered a separate ‘For information document’.

Update of the COH.

Minor amendments of the COH were discussed and adopted:

· Discussion on Results raised by Masashi – when is a result final….Can the Jury change a result after it is final (8 hours after official).  6.4 from the COH. After discussion, conclusion was to involve both Jury Board and AX WG to form a conclusion in the coming year.
· 7.22 - add GPS to the options for survey of a CLP
· 12.1.3 – small wording fix
· It was found that the penalty guide has received general acceptance and the WG would like to see it as a mandatory document-  If the motion to make the COH is passed the Scoring WG will work to adapt the paragraph about the penalty guide to be reflect it being a mandatory document as well.  Page 21 of the COH
· 3.5.2 Masashi’s proposal is postponed for one year of study
· 3.8 competition Numbers - Small wording fix

· 3.10.1 Retrieve crew shall not be within 100m radius…. – Changed the penalty advice from disqualification to “a serious penalty”
· 7.5 PZ calculations – small change in wording to properly reflect the calculation method.
· 9.2 Year changed from 2000 to 1999
· 10.11 Driving penalty – Masashi to provide alternate wording for next year.
· 12.6 More discussion needed – discussion postponed until next year. Masashi to propose new wording.
· 12.10 Small change to wording to explain the meaning of Zig Zag. Photo or graphic to explain further.
· Delete the re-prints of S1 and AX MER in the penalty guide.
· 14.1 Markers – moved to page 3 after 1.5
· 14.2 – 14.4 Signals – to be combined in Chaper 2
· 14.5 and 14.6 to be moved to Chapter 7
· Appendix 3 (GPS logger part) is removed from COH and it will be compiled to  ‘Guideline for the Use of GPS in ballooning competitors.
Midair collision case study.

During a discussion about midair collisions between balloons, it was felt that a collection of case studies would be beneficial as an appendix to the COH. Masashi volunteerd to make that collection.

2005/2006 SWG Chairman and members.
No change was recommended for the composition of the SWG. 
Summery of recommendations/motions to the CIA.
The SWG recommends the approval of a.m. changes to the COH and advices the RSC to put the motion to adopt the COH as a mandatory document to the plenary.

Lausanne 10 march 2005, Mathijs R. de Bruijn.
(END of SCORING-WG report)
AX Working Group

Meeting held at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne (Switzerland)

on March 9th 2005 from 14:00 to 18:00

Meeting Report

1. Roll call


AX-WG:
Uwe Schneider - Chairman



Mathijs deBruijn



Masashi Kakuda



David Levin



Eric Decellieres

Observers:
Gerald Stürzlinger
Bengt Stener
Markus Haggeney


Nick Donner
Rudi Paenen
Nicole Haggeney
Salvator Haim
Alan Blount
Cees van Helden
Claude Weber
Sean Kavanagh
Jun Ho Huh


Felicity Clegg

2. Check of 2005 rules for CAT1 events

a- Europeans 2005 - Recommend that the rules are approved as submitted except for the insurance amount which has to be accepted due to a new law


b-
Mobilux 2005 - Recommend that the rules are approved as submitted except for the insurance amount which has to be accepted due to a new law

c-
Motegi 2005 - Hot Air Balloon International Championship. - Recommend that the rules are approved as submitted except for the last flying day

d-
Coupe d’Europe and Ladies World Cup 2005 - Recommend that if the competition should be held as a Cat 1 event the rules are changed to AXMER with some adaptions in S II for not using observers but S III to stay like in the MER.

The organisers of all listed events would like to base their rules on the AX MER and AX MERG 2005 and ask for approval to do so. AX-WG would monitor that only the allowed and approved changes would be made in the event rules, RSC will approach the bureau for final approval and the relevant jury will check final compliance with the changes agreed. 

Motion: that the rules for 2005 CAT1 events are approved with the changes as described 
3. AXMER Review

Besides one minor editorial corrections the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

Rule 3.7 Altimeter to be deleted except for the sentence: Each balloon shall carry a serviceable altimeter.
New rule to be added: 5.9.2 The Jury shall verify and sign the final total scores before they are made public.

Due to the check of penalties it is proposed to reduce the penalty for flying without a competition map in the basket to up to 250 task points.

To add in rule 7.8 the sentence: For goal declaration of pre-defined goals, the3-digit goal number may be used.

In the Individual task data 8.8.3 the scoring period, scoring area and/or scoring airspace (if set) to be gathered in one sub-item

Sentence to be added to rule 8.10 Entry for tasks: Alternative methods of checking the competitor's attendance may be used.

New rule to be added to chapter 9.1 Common Launch Areas : 

9.1.3
The director may establish an improvised CLA by a radius around a coordinate or clearly bordered area. Competitors will select their own launch positions within this area. The use of launch masters and relevant rules is at the directors discretion. Competitors must take-off within the set launch period or if flag signals are used within the period indicated by the flag signals. The director will declare the CLP used for this CLA at the task briefing.
Chapter 12.3 to be renamed from Identification to Declarations by Competitors and in 12.3.1 the sentence to be added: For goal declaration of pre-defined goals, the3-digit goal number may be used.

New rule to be added to the lost marker chapter 12.15: 
12.15.3
If GPS loggers are used, then the result will be the best hypotenuse (3D-distance) of a track point to the goal/target.

Launch point to be changed to CLP (or CLP and ILP) in the following rules: 15.1, 15.13, 15.14, 15.16 and 15.17.

Last 4 Paragraphs to be moved from rule 15.1 to rule 12.3 to be applied to all pilot declarations.

Add a sentence to rule 15.5.5: If the observer is flying in the basket, he should witness and record on the observer sheet the declaration written on the marker before release.
Add a note to the tasks in chapter 15 reading: Directors may use tasks from the AXMERG except in world and continental championships.
Motion: that the AXMER are approved as presented 

4. AXMERG Review

Besides one minor editorial corrections and all changes (where applicable) as proposed in the AXMER the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

Note 1 (after contents table) to be deleted

In the chapter Logger Handling the following rules to be changed to: 

6.2.1
The logger will be handed out to the competitors together with the markers at briefing time. Additional rules on the handling of loggers are specified in section II.

6.2.2
The competitor will take the logger with him after briefing and attach it to his balloon before take-off on the appropriate spot.

In rule 7.2 Out of Bounds a sentence to be added: Unless otherwise stated in the TDS, Track Points in OoB areas will not achieve a result.  

1st sentence of chapter 11 Landings to read : A competitor may land at will when he has completed all tasks during flight and deletion of all references to contest landing.

Syncronizing rules 12.2 Goal selected by a Competitor and 12.3 Identification to be equal to AXMER.

Adding the following sentences to Chapter 12.15 Lost Marker:

12.15.1 Competitors may inquire with the measuring officials at a target or goal if they have doubt that their marker will be found. Competitors will not be allowed to search for markers in the MSA without the presence of an official.  If a marker dropped or allegedly dropped in the MSA is considered lost, then the competitor will be scored by track point as if the competitor had missed the MSA.

12.15.2 If the marker has earlier been seen by an official on the ground and is estimated within the Marker Scoring Area then the official's evidence together with the logger's data will be used to determine the competitor's result. The result will be the best hypotenuse (3D-distance) of a track point to the goal/target.

12.15.3 Competitors are responsible for returning markers dropped outside the MSA.

Rule 12.20.2 to read:
A competitor’s result based on a track point cannot be better than the worst possible result in the MSA.

In rule 12.23 Scorers to be renamed to Target Officials
In rules 12.6.2 and 12.7 all relations to “pacing” deleted as this is not used in AXMERG competitions.

Motion: that the AXMERG are approved as presented

5.
Input of other WG and SC

None

6.
Recommendation to other WG and SC

We recommend to the ScWG to make the COH or at least major portions of it policy (compulsory). E.g. penalty guide and Scoring / precision items.

7.
Business for 2005/2006:
· ScWG asks us to investigate if result changes can be made by the Jury after they are final (more than 8 hours after being official) 

8.
Proposed 2005/2006 Working Group Members and Chairperson
Uwe Schneider  (GER) 
delegate -  Chairman 



Mathijs deBruijn  (NED) 
delegate



David Levin  (USA)

alt. delegate



Masashi Kakuda  (JPN)
alt. delegate



Eric Decellieres (FRA)
alt. delegate

Summary of Motions to the plenary:

Motion: 
that the rules for 2005 Cat 1 events are approved with the changes as described 
Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented 

Motion: 
that the AXMERG are approved as presented
(End of AX-WG report)













