CASE # AX-2 -1  AX MER - Chapter 2 - 2.8.3 Conduct
Event: European Championships 1994 - Appealed to the FAI

A flight with three tasks – FLY IN, JUDGE DECLARED GOAL and FLY ON.

Notes: This case was subject to an Appeal to the FAI against the Jury decision.
The AX MER has been changed since this case. Rule 2.8.3 is now numbered 2.16.
In chapter 8, the rules regarding task sequence have been clarified

Briefing amendments:
13.2 Rule 2.8.3 Unsportsmanlike behaviour will be penalised by up to 1000 Competition Points or disqualification from the event in addition to any penalties defined in the Rules.

Rule references
Event Rules

2.8.3 CONDUCT
Competitors and their crews are required to behave in a sportsmanlike manner, and to comply with the directions of Event officials.

13.2 UNSPECIFIED PENALTIES
A competitor infringing any rule for which the penalty is not specified may have a penalty (distance, angle or time) applied to his result or a deduction of points, or disqualification from the task.

Where no competitive advantage has been gained he will normally receive a warning in the first instance.

General Section
5.2.2.3 Unsporting Behaviour. Cheating or unsporting behaviour, including deliberate attempts to deceive or mislead officials, wilful interference with other competitors, falsification of documents, use of forbidden equipment or prohibited drugs, or repeated serious infringements of rules should, as a guide, result in disqualification from the sporting event.
AX-2-1 Task Briefing Data
	Task number 15, Marker colour 
	RED

	15.4 FLY IN
	

	a) Position of set goal or target 
	9060/6585

	b) Min distance – inflation point to goal 
	5000 meters

	    Max distance – inflation point to goal 
	10000 meters

	c) Scoring period 
	06.30 TO 08.30

	d) Scoring area 
	NONE

	
	

	Task number 16,Marker colour 
	VIOLET

	15.2 JUDGE DECLARED GOAL
	

	a) Position of set goal or target 
	9830/7010

	b) Scoring period 
	NONE

	c) Scoring area 
	NONE

	
	

	Task number 17,Marker colour
	TURQOISE

	15.5 FLY ON
	

	a) Min distance – previous mark to declared goal
	5000 meters

	    Max distance – previous mark to declared goal
	10000 meters

	c) Scoring period
	06.30 TO 08.30

	d) Scoring area
	NONE


METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION  - WIND PROFILE

	Height (feet)
	Direction (true)
	Speed (knots)
	Temp

	Surface
	220
	3
	12

	500 
	230
	16
	14

	1000
	235
	18
	14

	1500
	235
	18 
	12

	2000
	235
	18
	10

	5000
	260
	25
	7

	10000
	250
	20
	-2


 

AX-2-1 RESULTS
	Pilot
	15 FLY IN
	16 JDG
	17 FLY ON
	Score tasks 15-17

	
	Rank
	Result
	Score
	Rank
	Result
	Score
	Rank
	Result
	Score
	.
	Penalties

	1
	3
	2.57
	995
	6
	26.85
	936
	4
	8.95
	993
	2,921
	

	2
	10
	17.41
	913
	4
	17.29
	961
	16
	89
	862
	2,734
	

	3
	18
	48.99
	739
	1
	2.85
	1000
	9
	31.05
	956
	2,694
	

	4
	4
	4.34
	985
	22
	145.6
	619
	11
	39.82
	942
	2,545
	

	5
	16
	20.49
	896
	14
	112.24
	708
	12
	55.35
	917
	2,519
	

	6
	9
	13.06
	937
	23
	164.7
	568
	8
	28.65
	960
	2,464
	

	7
	19
	50.46
	731
	16
	114.74
	701
	13
	62.14
	906
	2,336
	

	8
	13
	19.26
	903
	34
	430
	339
	7
	27.63
	962
	2,203
	

	9
	11
	17.69
	911
	36
	540
	304
	14
	67.2
	898
	2,111
	

	10
	29
	96.19
	482
	7
	29.46
	929
	21
	193.8
	691
	2,102
	

	11
	14
	19.40
	902
	40
	655
	223
	10
	38.15
	945
	2,068
	

	12
	48
	1410
	161
	8
	48.95
	877
	3
	7.23
	995
	2,032
	

	13
	41
	342.35
	286
	5
	25.24
	940
	18
	133.16
	790
	2,015
	

	14
	30
	113.15
	464
	28
	196.08
	482
	1
	4.35
	1000
	1,946
	

	15
	7
	8.60
	961
	10
	58.65
	851
	53
	4700
	71
	1,883
	

	16
	12
	18.10
	909
	11
	66.95
	829
	49
	3180
	143
	1,879
	

	17
	5
	5.99
	976
	27
	189.17
	500
	34
	945
	393
	1,867
	

	18
	15
	19.41
	902
	38
	600
	268
	22
	210
	665
	1,832
	

	19
	6
	8.20
	964
	26
	183.51
	518
	36
	1340
	339
	1,820
	

	20
	1
	1.60
	1000
	14
	112.32
	708
	51
	3740
	107
	1,814
	

	21
	24
	78.57
	576
	3
	16.78
	963
	41
	145.45
	270
	1,807
	Task 17: 500 tp, Gnd cont

	22
	2
	1.80
	999
	21
	141.57
	630
	47
	2860
	179
	1,805
	

	23
	43
	400
	250
	18
	126.34
	671
	15
	83.4
	871
	1,791
	

	24
	52
	No result
	18
	13
	105.83
	725
	6
	25
	966
	1,708
	

	25
	23
	64.86
	652
	53
	3080
	36
	5
	18.17
	977
	1,663
	

	26
	8
	10.55
	951
	29
	202.23
	464
	45
	2580
	214
	1,628
	

	27
	26
	84.64
	543
	31
	208.45
	429
	23
	220
	648
	1,618
	

	28
	28
	95.9
	500
	35
	490
	321
	19
	134
	789
	1,609
	

	29
	25
	80.34
	566
	37
	560
	286
	20
	180.9
	712
	1,563
	

	30
	36
	205.72
	357
	32
	308.4
	393
	17
	120.1
	811
	1,560
	

	31
	20
	56.17
	699
	30
	204.36
	446
	33
	920
	411
	1,555
	

	32
	34
	170
	393
	12
	76.18
	804
	36
	1340
	339
	1,535
	

	33
	40
	341.38
	304
	20
	128.66
	664
	30
	490
	464
	1,431
	

	34
	27
	89.11
	518
	33
	325.29
	375
	25
	290
	534
	1,427
	

	35
	45
	440
	214
	17
	125.16
	674
	29
	400
	482
	1,369
	

	36
	39
	34.58
	318
	2
	13.34
	972
	55
	6310
	36
	1,325
	Task 15: 500 t p, Gnd cont

	37
	17
	39.51
	791
	48
	1560
	125
	35
	1120
	375
	1,291
	

	38
	31
	115.6
	446
	24
	170.46
	553
	40
	1520
	286
	1,283
	

	39
	21
	61.61
	669
	52
	2945
	54
	26
	300
	518
	1,240
	

	40
	46
	460
	196
	9
	57.73
	854
	50
	3730
	125
	1,174
	

	41
	33
	167.84
	411
	40
	655
	223
	26
	300
	518
	1,151
	

	42
	35
	190
	375
	47
	1470
	143
	24
	230
	632
	1,149
	

	43
	22
	62.11
	667
	46
	1315
	161
	42
	1830
	268
	1,093
	

	44
	47
	825
	179
	25
	181.4
	524
	46
	2850
	196
	897
	

	45
	42
	350
	268
	49
	1650
	107
	28
	330
	500
	874
	

	46
	38
	290
	321
	50
	1710
	89
	31
	615
	446
	856
	

	47
	51
	8795
	45
	19
	128.26
	665
	52
	4269
	89
	798
	Task 17: +1484 m distance

	48
	37
	211
	339
	43
	1130
	179
	43
	2015
	250
	767
	

	49
	32
	120.87
	429
	51
	1800
	71
	44
	2190
	232
	731
	

	50
	44
	415
	232
	42
	760
	196
	48
	3090
	161
	588
	

	A
	53
	8360
	-393
	56
	407.07
	-143
	2
	6.59
	996
	460
	Task 15, 16: 500 comp p

	52
	49
	3050
	143
	39
	635
	250
	56
	No Result
	18
	409
	

	53
	50
	4215
	125
	54
	10544
	18
	54
	5684
	54
	195
	Task 17: +5552 m distance

	B
	55
	8750
	-429
	44
	124.86
	174
	36
	1340
	339
	84
	Task 15, 16: 500 comp p

	C
	56
	8795
	-455
	45
	127.26
	168
	39
	1490
	304
	15
	Task 15, 16: 500 comp p

	D
	54
	8500
	-411
	55
	297.89
	-89
	32
	790
	429
	-73
	Task 15, 16: 500 comp p


AX-2-1 Complaint letter
Since around 07.15 we measured winds from the northwest, we judged it was impossible to reach targets of tasks 15 and 16 in a reasonable manner. So, in order to maximise our chances for good scores on at least one of them, we skipped one task, with the evidence we would score minimally on that task, but calculating that our total result of the three tasks would be higher, WITHOUT violating any rule. We respected the 10 km limit from task 15, We respected the 200 m limit from task 16. We believe exploiting all regular procedures to achieve a higher score IS sportsmanlike behaviour.

Competitor
AX-2-1 Response to Complaint
Your decision to take off less than 500 m from the target for Task 16 gave you a competitive advantage because the other competitors had to fly a minimum of 14 km to reach the same target.

You stated that you skipped Task 15 in order to achieve a better result in Task 16. In that situation the sporting thing to do would have been to return to the Competition Center and declare that you did not wish to take part in Task 15, then make a launch from the Fly In goal on the main launchfield.

Deliberately taking off less than 500 m from a target cannot be interpreted as behaving in a sportsmanlike manner.

During the General Briefing I drew your attention to Rule 2.8.3. I also published a statement in the briefing amendments note stating the penalty for violating this rule.

The Sporting Code, General Section, 5.2.2.3 states "unsporting behaviour should, as a guide, result in disqualification from the Sporting Event".

In the circumstances I feel that a penalty of 500 competition points per task is appropriate, and therefore the penalty remains.

Event Director
AX-2-1 Protest Letter
We were penalised by the Competition Director for tasks 15 and 16, under rule 2.8.3.

Our aim was to maximise our total score for that flight, WITH respect of all applicable rules.

We did not make any infringement (see rule 13.2), therefore we cannot accept any penalty.

I ask to make a verbal presentation of the case to the Jury. I would be assisted by competitor number 4.

Competitor
AX-2-1 Jury Decision
The Jury decision is not available. Here is a transcript of a Jury decision on a similar case at the same event.

1. The Protest was presented to the Jury in accordance with the Sporting Code and the Rules of the Event.

2. The Jury heard both sides of the matter of the protest and unanimously decided to reject the competitor’s protest.

3. Conclusions

The objectives of FAI, are, among others,

· to educate young people through sports in the mutual understanding of friendship

· to promote physical and moral qualities, technical knowledge and skill as basic to air sports.

The objectives of a First Category Sporting Event are, among others, to stimulate the development of aerostation by an international comparison of performance of pilots and aerostats.

The responsibility of the competitor includes acceptance of the Sporting Code, Rules and Regulations. He is required to know, understand, accept and abide by them, and by entering is deemed to accept them without reservation.

By not following the directions of the Competition Director and the Rules for the given task, the competitor deliberately sought an unsportsmanlike competitive advantage and in so doing did not abide by the principles of fairness basic to any sport.

Jury President
Jury member
Jury member

This case was handled by the FAI Appeals Tribunal
