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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
By Jean-Claude Weber, CIA president

In our Spring Newsletter I wrote that I looked forward to hear-
ing your concerns, and boy, my ears are still ringing.

True, I asked for it and I am not going to complain, to the con-
trary, I would like to thank all of you who voiced their concerns. 
It seems that after all you have things to say. At two events this 
year the CIA organised a Question & Answer session, and at a 
third event pilots were asked to participate in a survey after the 
championship. At all three events the pilots’ response was tre-
mendous and I can assure you that, when the results are dis-
cussed at the CIA’s Plenary in March 2000, there will be some 
surprises. EPAS and its Event Evaluation Working Group are to 
be commended for their initiative and their hard work during 
this year.

I recently came upon a Ballooning Journal that I normally read 
only for its news and nice balloon pictures. This time however, I 
took the time to read it more thoroughly because the front-page 
picture showed what seemed to me a perfectly happy pilot. I 
knew that he had every reason to be happy, and it was no sur-
prise to see his picture on the front page of my journal, but it 
was a surprise to “feel” affected by his radiant good humour 
and manifest happiness. Having read the associated articles, 
written by this pilot and his co-pilot, I felt strangely elated and 
very grateful for this contribution. They somehow managed to 
share their wonderful experience and their happiness with the 
rest of us. Congratulations Bill and David, not only for the title, 
but also for your skills in communication.

And talking about communication, I believe that we all have a 
lesson to learn. In our Commission, as in all other associations, 
we tend in time to take some things for granted. This 
“sloppy” (or complacent) approach is very dangerous and from 
time to time we are faced with situations that can grow into ma-
jor problems if we do not make the right decisions. But how to 
make the right decisions in an association that meets only once 
a year for two days and indulges in many fruitless discussions. 
Communication is the answer, and I encourage all of you to 
make ample use of all the communication means available to-
day and obviously of the Internet and its facilities. The more we 
communicate, the less problems will stay unresolved and the 
more we will learn that it is not only “our own belly button” that 
we should be concerned about.

Continued …….
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President’s Column (continued)

In the same journal (not named above) I also found a sidebar presenting the 
CIA’s Dutch delegate’s efforts to establish the CIA Competitors’ Committee 
(CCC) and stating that :
“…international competition issues have been so strong in the minds of pilots 
that a CIA Competitors Committee is in the process of being formed. Its pri-
mary goal is to make certain that competitors have a direct voice in the CIA, 
to insure that the competitors’ basic needs and desires are known by the of-
ficials and organisers. Efforts to have the CCC officially recognised by the 
CIA have met with resistance. The CIA reportedly believes that such a com-
mittee would be redundant, and that pilot issues can and should be ad-
dressed through the pilots’ CIA delegates. But because of …the clear sup-
port shown by the world’s top competitive pilots for the CCC, many of us 
hope the CIA will accept and welcome direct input from pilots via the CCC”.
Again, our communication efforts must have been in vain (or non-existent?) if 
this is how the CIA’s position is interpreted. The CIA Plenary’s motion in this 
respect seemed very clear to me (specifically that we invited the initiative’s 
promoter to present a viable set-up for the CCC conforming with the FAI Stat-
utes and By-Laws), but now I am afraid that we failed again to communicate 
this “positive” approach to the promoter and his supporters, but also that we 
failed to communicate to the outside world all the efforts that have been 
made lately to take into account the pilots needs and desires. It seems to me 
that we definitely need to make a serious PR effort. 

The CIA (as a FAI Air Sport Commission) also needs to make a serious effort 
in communication within the FAI. During the FAI General Conference in Cy-
prus (October 21/22, see my report in this NL)  I got the distinct impression 
that the CIA really had lost some sympathies among our fellow air sports 
friends. When talking to other Air Sport Commissions’ members, I was in-
variably told that our “special” approach to resolve our conflict within CASI 
was really not appropriate for a FAI Air Sport Commission. Most of them 
agreed with what we want to achieve, but none of them agreed with our 
method. So once again, I now believe we (meaning mainly myself) made a 
poor show in communication by projecting negative images, and I feel that if 
we want to obtain the expected results, it is about time we start seriously 
talking to the other Air Sport Commissions. Therefore, it is of vital impor-
tance that all of you communicate as soon and as often as possible with your 
NAC’s other FAI ASC delegates and try to explain the CIA’s positions. This 
will tremendously help the CIA to defend its interests within the FAI.

Finally, I am pleased to tell you that during the General Conference the pro-
gram for the 2nd World Air Games was definitely frozen. The CIA now plans to 
have an AA, AX and BX WAG Championship in Seville, Spain from June 22 to 
July 1 2001. These events will be high quality competitive events run to World 
Championship standards with CIA appointed International Officials. Also, the 
Spanish event organisers have agreed to stage a full AX Category 1 Test 
Championship in 2000, the Pre-World Air Games International Hot Air Bal-
loon Championship.

end
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AGENDA ITEMS
All items for inclusion in the agenda for the 2000 Plenary meeting must reach the CIA 
President and the CIA Secretary NOT LATER THAN 21ST DECEMBER 1999
These will then be included in the agenda which will be mailed in January 2000. Agenda 
items should include any supporting documentation, and a position paper, all of which will 
be included with the agenda.

NOTE: under a recently approved change in the Sporting Code ‘The CIA Plenary Meeting 
cannot make final decisions on items that do not appear on the Agenda‘.

ROOM 1 2 3 4 5

01-Mar-00

08.30-09.30 AX WG S&SC WG Logo  WG Media WG

09.30-10.30 AX WG S&SC WG Logo WG Media WG

10.30-11.30 AX WG AA/AM WG Event D&A BX WG

11.30-12.30 AX WG AA/AM WG Event D&A BX WG Records

LUNCH 12.30 - 14.00

14.00-15.00 Score WG LTAE WG Event S&E Records

15.00-16.00 Score WG LTAE WG Event S&E Records

16.00-17.00 WAG WG Records

17.00-18.00 WAG WG Jury Board Obs SC Safety SC

18.00-19.00 Jury Board ObsSC Safety SC

02-Mar-00

08.30-09.30 Jury Board Obs SC Safety SC

09.30-10.30 Jury Board Obs SC Safety SC

10.30-11.30 Rules SC PR&D SC

11.30-12.30 Rules SC PR&D SC

LUNCH 12.30 - 14.00

14.00-15.00 Rules SC PR&D SC

15.00-16.00 Rules SC EPAS PR&D SC OFD*

16.00-17.00 EPAS OFD*

17.00-18.00 Bureau EPAS OFD*

18.00-19.00 Bureau EPAS

*OFD = Open forum discussion

08.30-18.00 PLENARY MEETING

04-Mar-00

08.30-18.00 PLENARY MEETING

03-Mar-00

TIMETABLECONFERENCE DETAILS

DATES
1 & 2 March -  Subcommittee and Working 

Group Meetings
3 & 4 March - Plenary Meeting

LOCATION
The Conference will take place at the: 
Mediterranean Palace Hotel,
3, Salaminos & Karatassou str.
546 26 Thessaloniki, Greece.
Tel: +3031 552 554, Fax +3031 552 622
Email: mphotel@ote3net.gr

ACCOMMODATION
Mediterranean Palace Hotel
32,000 DRH single occupancy
38,000 DRH double occupancy
Including full buffet breakfast.

In addition the Organisers – Hellenic 
Aeronautical & Airsports Federation, 
Ballooning Commission – are offering free 
lunch and dinner for all days of the 
conference for those staying in the 
Conference Hotel

RESERVATIONS
Please make your own reservations direct 
with the hotel using the form included with 
this newsletter.

ACCESS
Thessaloniki has an International Airport with 
direct flights from many European Countries, 
and there are many flights daily from Athens.
Taxis are the best way to get from the airport 
to the Conference Hotel, and are not 
expensive. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
Please complete the form included with 
newsletter and return it to the CIA Secretary

CIA CONFERENCE 2000
1st – 4th March, 2000, Thessaloniki, Greece
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ANNUAL REPORT
TO THE FAI GENERAL CONFERENCE

Limassol/Cyprus, October 21, 1999
From Jean-Claude Weber, CIA President

HIGHLIGHTS of 1999

As we have been made aware that time and space are rare commodities, I will limit my re-
port to the bare minimum and essentials. Should you however wish to have the full details of 
your Ballooning Commission’s activities, I invite you to go to the CIA’s homepage on the FAI 
web site. 

First Around The World Manned Balloon Flight

Around at last! When I told you last year in my report that the latest records established by 
American pilot Steve FOSSET were bound to be broken soon, I did not really imagine that it 
would already happen in March of this year. I was very fortunate to be allowed to be present 
for the BREITLING ORBITER III’s launch on the first of March, and I must admit that it was a 
very emotional moment for all who witnessed this latest attempt to achieve what had never 
been done before. Ballooning’s greatest challenge, the global circumnavigation by manned 
free balloon, was finally achieved on March 21 at 05:52 GMT. Having flown for 19 days 21 
hours 47 minutes (477 h. 47 min.) and 40814 km, Bertrand PICCARD (Switzerland) and Brian 
JONES (UK) set the World Record for shortest time around the World at 15 days 10 hours 24 
min. (370h. 24 min.). As it so happened this historic flight, along with Colin PRESCOT’s and 
Andy ELSON’s circumnavigation attempt (who also set duration and distance records), took 
place during the CIA’s annual meeting in Lausanne from March 3rd to 6th, where delegates 
from 27 NACs were constantly informed about the progress of the flights.

14th World Hot Air Balloon Championship

This Championship took place in Bad Waltersdorf/Austria from August 28th to September 5th. 
The well-organised event was unfortunately marred by bad weather and only 5 out of 12 pos-
sible flights were flown, some in marginal competition conditions. The competition was how-
ever very challenging and Bill ARRAS (US) is the new World Champion. Second place went 
to Uwe SCHNEIDER (Germany), and third place to Gintaras SURKUS (Lithuania). The top ten 
places went to competitors representing 9 different NACs.

43rd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

The CIA’s most prestigious gas balloon event started on the last day of September in Albu-
querque, N.M. (USA), and finished a week later. The Coupe, won by Philippe De Cock & 
Ronny Van Havere with a flight of 910 miles, therefore goes to the Belgian NAC who will also 
be the organiser of the 44th Coupe Gordon Bennett in 2000. For the record, I wish however to 
inform you that, after the cancellation of the 42nd Coupe Gordon Bennett in Paris in 1998, the 
CIA initiated an extraordinary bidding process where the Gas Division of the Balloon Federa-
tion of America, with the formal approval of the US NAC, was granted the sanction to organ-
ise this event. As the event organising NAC is usually determined by the previous year’s win-
ners of the Coupe, this was in fact only the third in the history of the Coupe Gordon Bennett 
that the CIA had to resort to a bidding process in order to determine the event organisers. 
As a by-line, I would like to mention that this year’s event has been organised in conjunction 
with the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta, the most spectacular ballooning event in the world 
with more than 1000 participating balloons, but alas not one organised under the FAI’s or 
the US NAC’s auspices. This is very regrettable, and the CIA is actively working with its US 
delegate to make it possible for this event to also obtain an official FAI sanction.

Continued ….

The CIA’s annual meeting took place in Lausanne from March 3 to 6, 1999. Although the CIA 
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Annual report of FAI General Conference (continued)

CIA Annual Meeting

The CIA’s annual meeting took place in Lausanne from March 3 to 6, 1999. The CIA was the 
first commission to formally meet in FAI’s new home town, and our meeting, with 27 NAC 
delegates present was very successful due mainly to the efforts of the FAI staff, the Swiss 
NAC and the Swiss Ballooning Federation. The following CIA decisions concern the major 
issues dealt with during the meeting:
 to fully support the 2nd FAI WAGs with high quality, high visibility sporting events for hot 

air balloons, airships and gas balloons, and to not organise World Championships during 
the WAGs in order to allow the WAGs to evolve into a highly successful stand-alone FAI 
event in accordance with its basic principles;

 to change its Category 1 Sporting Calendar to avoid potential conflicts between future 
WAGs and the CIA Continental – and World Championships;

 to support the 2001 ECO Joint Venture with US$ 5,000;
 to develop qualifying criteria and a scoring formula for a hot air balloon competitors 

World Ranking List;
 to re-organise its PR & Development Subcommittee in order to better suit the growing 

demands of FAI, event organisers and competitors in this respect;
 to appoint a media expert to participate in FAI’s efforts to make air sports more “media 

friendly”;
 to not send a CIA delegate to CASI for the foreseeable future and write to the CASI presi-

dent presenting our apologies for future meetings;
 to financially support future initiatives in respect of youth activities world-wide.

MAIN CIA PROJECTS

The Great Balloon Race

As a direct consequence of the many attempts to circumnavigate the globe non-stop in a 
balloon, interest in a “around-the-world” balloon race has dramatically increased during the 
last few years. If it is true that world’s balloonists will need new challenges, it is equally true 
that the FAI will need new ways to catch the world’s attention. This has already been recog-
nised some years ago, but it is only since late last year that the FAI and the CIA have seri-
ously started to look in the organisation of such an event. The CIA has set up a specialised 
Working Group in this respect, and some eminent specialists have pledged their support. 
Earlier this year, the WG decided to explore all potential avenues that could facilitate the or-
ganisation of a first FAI organised race in late 2001, the year of the WAGs. The CIA’s Rules 
Subcommittee is presently actively preparing a first draft set of rules, and in association 
with a major international PR company, the CIA is set to start promising negotiations with 
potential sponsors who already have expressed a keen interest. 

The FAI/CIA – Organisers Agreement

In accordance with the FAI Statutes and the Sporting Code, the CIA has now started to im-
plement individual agreements with all sanctioned International ballooning event organisers. 
Nearly unavoidable with new schemes, we have had some initial problems and we had to 
adapt our standard agreement to take into account some legitimate requests from organis-
ers, and some sound advice from the FAI Officers. In this respect, the CIA has brought into 
the agreement not only the organisers duties, but also the CIA’s duties and the organiser’s 
rights. In addition, we have totally re-organised our Event Assistance program by creating a 
special subcommittee (Event Planning and Assistance Service – EPAS), and organisers may 
now take advantage of a multitude of CIA services that were previously not available. Start-
ing in the year 2000, all sanctioned International ballooning events will have to be covered 
by an FAI/CIA-Organiser agreement, and the CIA is presently working to modify its bidding 
process in order to allow bidding parties to have a signed agreement before the CIA is re-
quired to grant a final sanction.

Continued….
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Annual report of FAI General Conference (continued)

The FAI 2nd World Air Games

At its meeting in Lausanne earlier this year, the CIA has decided to “to fully support the 2nd

FAI WAGs with high quality, high visibility sporting events for hot air balloons, airships and 
gas balloons, and to not organise World Championships during the WAGs in order to allow 
the WAGs to evolve into a highly successful stand-alone FAI event in accordance with its ba-
sic principles”. In order to achieve this goal, and learning from past mistakes, the CIA has 
started work on some initiatives that will greatly encourage the world’s best competitors 
and officials to participate in the WAGs. However, we are facing very strong opposition from 
the Spanish ECO 2001 organisers and, at the time of writing, we do not know if an agreement 
can be reached that will allow the CIA to continue its work in this respect.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

A plea in support of the FAI Sporting Licence

Analysing the CIA’s statistics, I believe it to be worthwhile to focus your attention on a few 
key numbers and to briefly comment on them in order to underline the point of my concerns.

In 1998, of the 48 FAI Members that nominated delegates to the CIA, only 36 reported any 
activity (75%). These 36 FAI Members reported 12855 aerostats, 15897 pilots, and 803 FAI 
Sporting Licences issued. It is of great concern for an ASC to learn that only around 5% of all 
reported pilots were issued a Sporting Licence. For instance, the top NAC reported 8267 
(52%) balloon pilots, but only issued 32 (4%) of the FAI Sporting Licences in ballooning. Al-
though it is no secret that many a balloon flight today is commercially motivated, it is never-
theless surprising to learn that we only have 803 pilots and officials world-wide under direct 
“National Air Sport Control”. Why are these figures important in this report? Because as an 
Air SPORT Commission the CIA feels that it is wrong that the vast majority of active balloon-
ists are left to their own devices and are totally unconcerned with FAI and CIA. The CIA re-
cently started to organise Q&A sessions at major ballooning events, and one of the most fre-
quent comments was that the FAI and CIA are consistently invisible among active balloonists 
worldwide. Of course the CIA is now trying to correct this situation by a multitude of actions, 
and one of these is to remind the FAI members that it is one of their more important duties to 
make every possible effort to encourage every balloon pilot or official engaged in any bal-
looning activity to hold a FAI Sporting Licence. I believe that the only way to effectively sup-
port and protect our air sport in the ballooning community, and at the same time to promote 
the aims and objectives of the FAI, is to make sure that each participant in our sport can eas-
ily obtain his Sporting Licence and participate, without undue hardship (financial or other),
in all our air sport’s activities. I don’t think it necessary to outline the advantages of the 
Sporting Licence for the FAI Members, but I would like to stress that if NACs and FAI wish to 
keep control of the sporting activity in ballooning in the FAI Members’ countries, then we 
should make sure that the FAI Sporting Licence gets back the place and status it deserves.

A clarification concerning the CIA and CASI

In 1999 the CIA delegates (the same persons that are delegated to the CIA by their respec-
tive NACs) unanimously decided to no longer send a CIA representative to CASI for the fore-
seeable future. The reasons leading to this decision are many and complex, but the most im-
portant one is that the CIA feels that the present CASI structure is ill-suited to guarantee 
each ASC its own vital freedom to best manage its activity without interfering with other 
ASCs’ prerogatives. The CIA believes that each air sport for itself is best suited to look after 
its own activity, and that it would be preposterous for the CIA to try to influence other air 
sports. But let me assure you that there is no question of the CIA wishing “to go it alone” or 
of rejecting the FAI Statutes or General Section of the Sporting Code. This is simply not true 
and any other statement you may have heard has probably been made to serve that person’s 
interest and not the interest of the FAI and the CIA. The CIA is, and intends to stay, fully com-
mitted to the principles, aims and objectives of the FAI.

This concludes the CIA President’s report.
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE EVENT PLANNING AND 
ADVISORY SERVICES (EPAS)?

By: Alex Nagorski - EPAS Chairman

EPAS was restructured as a separate subcommittee at the March 1999 Ple-
nary just in time for the busy event season.   Stella Roux Devillas has main-
tained a steady course through the event sanctioning process for 1999 while 
the new EPAS members get up to speed and try to implement new ideas.

One major item that has been implemented is the FAI Organisers Agreement, 
which took a considerable amount of discussion and effort to refine for bal-
looning events.    The Luxembourg Mobilux and Honda Grand Prix event or-
ganisers, especially Jean-Claude Weber, have provided a significant amount 
of input and we believe we now have a good working model to be used for all 
other CIA Sanctioned Events.  We also realise that more work in this area is 
needed over the next few years, to help organisers understand and work 
with the agreement.

The Event Standards and Evaluations Working Group chaired by Les Purfield 
has taken a number of significant steps forward with its mandate.  At the 14th

World Hot Air Balloon Championship in Bad Waltersdorf, Austria and 43rd

Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett, his Working Group has:
Conducted event debriefings for competitors, officials and organisers 
chaired by the Jury President.  Details from these meetings will be in-
cluded in the Jury Reports.
Distributed and collected surveys from many participants 
Collected the survey information supplied by the Luxembourg event or-
ganisers

Having completed this first round of data collection, the efforts are now be-
ing focused on how best to analyse the responses and to pass along informa-
tion to other CIA Subcommittees and Working Groups.  

It is significant that the comments from people who participated in the event 
debriefings were favourable as they thought the sessions were very good in 
getting issues discussed and letting the competitors put forward their im-
pressions and ideas.  This was especially true at the Gordon Bennett where 
17 out of 20 teams and most of the officials attended the debriefing.

In the area of event sanctioning a considerable amount of discussion has 
taken place over the last few months with the consensus being that the sanc-
tioning guidelines need to be updated considerably, event categories re-
viewed, sanction fees examined and a number of procedures clearly docu-
mented.  A significant amount of work has been identified for the group to un-
dertake over the winter months.

end
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FAI BALLOONING COMMISSION 
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSIONS

By: Alex Nagorski - EPAS Chairman

The poor weather at the 14th World Hot Air Balloon Championship in Bad Waltersdorf, Aus-
tria limited the flying time, but did provide ample opportunity for people to meet.
During the week Jean-Claude suggested that a cancelled flight could provide an opportunity 
to hold an open question and answer session for all those at the event.  As Presidents are 
usually very good at delegating duties, I found myself being asked to organise and chair 
such a meeting.

Looking around it was apparent that a large number of CIA Bureau, Subcommittee and 
Working Group Chairmen were at the event as competitors, officials or crew.  In asking peo-
ple to represent their groups, everyone was very enthusiastic to be part of it, so the idea 
quickly became a reality.  

The evening flight on September 2nd was cancelled so the Question and Answer session was 
announced at the flight briefing and an agenda distributed.  The meeting was started imme-
diately following the briefing and approximately 300 balloonists remained to take part.

After an introduction by the President, Jean-Claude, each chairman gave a 2-minute presen-
tation on his group, including recent accomplishments and work in progress.  Then they 
fielded questions and comments from those in attendance.  Since this was a World Champi-
onship, there was a considerable amount of discussion concerning the rules. After a reason-
able amount of time the agenda moved on to all the other subcommittees.  

Although the chairman or representatives were willing to openly answer any questions or 
comments, it was emphasised that if people wanted to make a proposal for the CIA to seri-
ously consider they would first need to document it.  Then they would need to have their 
Delegate take the proposal forward through the formal CIA process.  

This first meeting lasted almost two hours, with around 150 people still left at the end.
It was very well received by competitors, officials, crews and organisers as it provided them 
with an opportunity to see, hear and talk to CIA Bureau and Subcommittee members.  Fa-
vourable comments were heard through out the rest of the week and at following events.

A second Question and Answer session was scheduled at the 43rd Gordon Bennett in Albu-
querque, USA right after the event debriefing meeting. Fewer CIA Bureau and Subcommit-
tee members were present and fewer competitors were at this event, which was part of the 
very large Albuquerque Fiesta.  Only 20 people turned out for this meeting but the comments 
were very good and the discussion worthwhile.  Those who attended the meeting encour-
aged the CIA to continue to hold these types of sessions since it provided an opportunity for 
the CIA to "wave their international flag" as well as letting balloonists see those individuals 
working in the FAI Ballooning Commission.

A few lessons were apparent from these two meetings:

Regular FAI Ballooning Commission Question and Answer meetings should be 
scheduled at sanctioned events.

 The key factors for good attendance are: the meeting time, location and Bureau and 
Subcommittee members present. 
Seeing and hearing the FAI Ballooning Commission members was a worthwhile ex-
perience for those who participated.
Formal CIA structure and procedures must still be followed to raise and resolve is-
sues at the international level.

Thank you, to all the CIA Bureau and Subcommittee members who participated and let us 
continue these open sessions.

end
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CIA DONATIONS SCHEME

The CIA Bureau, at a meeting in Luxembourg on 6th August 1999, agreed on a revised 
Donations Scheme. This is still based on the number of pilots each country declares in 
it’s Annual Return, but with a simplified scale and new minimum rates as follows:

In addition the CIA Secretary will send out annual reminders to all CIA Delegates setting 
out the minimum donation for their country for that year. These will normally be mailed in 
May.

REMINDERS
1999 JUROR LIST

The 1999 list of approved Jurors is included 
with this newsletter. Please use this list 
when making nominations for Juries for 
2000 Sanctioned Events

CIA STATISTICS

Members are reminded of their obligation 
under Chapter 8 of the CIA Internal 
Regulations to make an annual return of their 
national Statistics. A form for this purpose is 
attached, and should be returned to the CIA 
Secretary by 31st January 2000

AWARDS GIVEN THROUGH THE CIA
Full details of all FAI/CIA awards available to CIA Members are to be found in the CIA 
Internal Regulations. Nominations should be submitted to the FAI Office to arrive not later 
than 31st December 1999.

10.1 THE FAI AIRSPORT MEDAL
10.3 THE SANTOS-DUMONT GOLD AIRSHIP MEDALS
10.4 THE FAI MONTGOLFIER DIPLOMAS (Hot Air, Gas, Rozier, Service to the Sport)
10.5 FAI DIPLOMA FOR OUTSTANDING AIRMANSHIP
13    THE CIA INTERNATIONAL BALLOON AND AIRSHIP HALL OF FAME 

EVENTS OPEN FOR SANCTION APPLICATION 
(WORLD AND CONTINENTAL)

2001 2002 2003

EUROPEAN AIRSHIPS WORLD GAS EUROPEAN HA

PACIFIC HA WORLD ROZIER PACIFIC HA

NORTH AMERICAN HA WORLD AIRSHIPS NORTH AMERICAN HA

EUROPEAN AIRSHIPS

Number of pilots declared 0 – 100 101 – 750 Over 750

Minimum donation in US $ $25 $200 $350
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CIA ADMINISTRATION ACCOUNT
for the period from 1st January to 30th September 1999

IN SWISS FRANCS

INCOME EXPENDITURE

DONATIONS EXPENSES

Japan 627 A. Nagorski 750

Switzerland 444 D. Cameron 1562

Norway 38 K. Stefan 104

1109 J-C Weber 3564

SANCTION FEES N. Robertson 2168

Mobilux ‘99 1000 M. Besnainou 306

Europeans ‘00 1000 13749

Velike Luki Cup ‘99 500 SUNDRIES

Coupe d’Europe 99 585 CIA Directory 1766

Balomanie Praha 500 Media Workshop 620

Akwawit Cup ‘99 599 Plenary Expenses 3035

Gordon Bennett ‘99 2258 FAI Joint Media Proj 7245

Montegi ‘99 614 FAI Medals 1999 480

7099 CIA Medals 3096

16242 CASH FLOW

BALANCE 1/1/99 45033

SALE OF BADGES 24 COST OF BADGES 730 INCOME 8297

SALE OF TIES 105 53237

EXPENDITURE 30721

TOTAL INCOME 8297 TOTAL EXPENSES 30721 BALANCE 30/9/99 22516

Pilots Donation
(US $)

0-100 25

101 – 750 200

Over 750 350

PAYMENTS TO FAI/CIA
All payments under $500, and ALL Donations, can be paid to the FAI/CIA by 
Credit Card using the approved form. All payments over $500, including ALL 
Sanction Fees, should be paid by Bank Wire Transfer.
Please use the following bank routing information when you wire funds to FAI 
for the CIA account: International Money Transfer order or SWIFT Transfer 
with the following remarks:
SWIFT CODE: COUTCHZZ, Federation Aeronautique Internationale 
Bank A/C No: Z425737AA (US$), Z425737AB (CHF) or Z425737AC (FRF)
Bank: COUTTS BANK (SWITZERLAND) LTD., 

Talstrasse 69 Postfach, CH-8022 ZURICH, SWITZERLAND.
Mark: Without charge for the beneficiary, and state what payment is for.

New rates, as approved 
by the CIA Bureau, 

August 1999

Table of Donations 
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POINTS FOR ACTION
FROM THE CIA PLENARY MEETING, LAUSANNE, 

SWITZERLAND, MARCH 1999

Numbers refer to CIA Plenary Minutes

20. OBSERVER SUBCOMMITTEE
That the International Observer Registration Programme be enhanced by adding a registra-
tion category for observers of AA Class events and a category of observers of Record at-
tempts. 

21. PR & DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
That the CIA approves expenditure on CIA and FAI Medals and Certificates at a cost of  
$750

That the CIA approves expenditure on CIA Patches and Scarves at a cost of  $4000

That the CIA approve expenditure for CIA pilot information brochure $500

21. BUREAU
That the Bureau schedule a period of not less than 3 hours during each Annual Conference 
for public relations, education or open forum discussions.

21. EPAS
That the CIA Event Contract is redrafted by EPAS to consider the following issues:

 Ensuring that event organisers are able to understand the purpose and implica-
tions of the contract.

 The requirement and timing for a deposit in addition to event sanction fees.
 The identification and use of mandatory and negotiable clauses.
 The use of different standard contracts for World Championships, Gordon Ben-

nett events, and other 
Category 1 or Premier Sporting events.

 The use of CIA Logo, protocols and merchandise.

21. SCORING WG
That the Scoring WG develop qualifying criteria and a scoring formula for an AX world rank-
ing list of international pilots. This list should be developed as soon as possible. This trial 
ranking system should be presented to the plenary for discussion and approval in March 
2000. The list is not proposed for use in any event selection or qualification procedure.

22. WORLD AIR GAMES WG
The WAG WG was asked to present a new proposal (competitor selection process ) at the 
Plenary Meeting in 2000.

23. COMPETITORS COMMITTEE
That the CIA give its intention to accept the Competition Pilot Commission as an affiliated 
body with rights to send a (non-voting) representative to CIA Meetings. This affiliation will 
take place at the meeting of March 2000 subject to:

a) The CPC completing its formation

b) The CPC being broadly and democratically representative of the world’s compe-
tition pilots.

24. RULES SUBCOMMITTEE
That the CASI Representative write to the President of CASI presenting our apologies for fu-
ture meetings and requesting that no new General Section amendments are made which are 
mandatory on the CIA.

Continued….
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Points for Action (continued)

25. RULES SUBCOMMITTEE
That the CIA propose revision of the General Section, 6.8.1 and 6.8.2, to specify that ap-
proval authority for extension of time limits be assigned to the Air Sport Commission con-
cerned.

That the definitions for cubic capacity in Section 1, 2.1.3 and 2.2.3 for balloons and airships 
be modified by additional words to the effect that if, starting from a filled (no wrinkle) condi-
tion, the material of the aerostat has sufficient elasticity so that the actual volume achieved 
during flight affects the size class, then the actual volume achieved during flight shall be 
used in determining size sub-class.

That the Record Claim forms in Section 1, Annex 1, be revised to include, in addition to the 
Observers signature, a box for his printed name, and on the first form, address and contact 
numbers, telephone, fax and email.

32. BUREAU
The President reported on progress in the plans for The Great Balloon Race, and proposed 
that the Plenary delegate responsibility to the Bureau to continue negotiations with the as-
sistance of experts Alan Nobel (GBR), Don Cameron (GBR) and Jacques Soukup (GBR).

International Observer Registration Program Update
By Ron Wiseman, Observer Subcommittee Chairman

At the present time, there are 81 observers who have attained the status of a “Registered 
Observer” -- and are currently listed in good standing in the Registry of International Ob-
servers.  In addition, six observers have their application on hold while they complete the 
qualification process.  The 81 registrants represent the 18 countries of Argentina, Austra-
lia, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, 
Latvia, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and United States.

There are four documents that cover this program:  the “Overview” which presents the 
highlights of the program, the ‘Handbook’ which explains the program fully, the 
‘Application Form’ to be used for making application, and the ‘Proficiency Evaluation’ 
which is the recommended way to demonstrate a proficiency in observing. The most cur-
rent version of the these documents is available on the internet at the CIA web-site:  
<http://www.fai.org/ballooning>.  Advise any interested observer to obtain the documents 
from there if they have access to the internet.  If they don’t have access, have the observer 
contact the Chief Observer of the country.

More information can be obtained from the Registrar of the International Observer Regis-
tration program:

Ron Wiseman, R.O. phone:  +1  920  734 0642
3400 North Fiesta Drive fax:       +1  920  730 8263
Appleton  Wisconsin  54911   USA e-mail:  Ronwiseman@aol.com
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE CIA SPORTING BADGES
By Jean-Claude Weber, CIA President 

Nothing. To the contrary, I believe the Sporting Badges to be the perfect instrument to reward ex-
cellence in the sport of ballooning.  So why the title? Because many pilots are discouraged by the 
seemingly difficult claim procedures. Mind you, not by the qualifications and requirements, and I 
am convinced that many more badges would already have been issued if our pilots knew how to 
apply. And it is exactly the aim of this paper to make pilots see how easily they can apply and ob-
tain a Sporting Badge once they have met the qualification requirements.

The Sporting Code Section 1, Chapter 8, details the Claim procedures as follows:

8.2.5 Claim Procedures

8.2.5.1 Register of Badges.
An NAC or delegated Ballooning Authority shall keep a register of badge flights which it 
has validated, and shall report to the FAI information on awards earned as follows:
 The NAC or delegated Ballooning Authority reporting,
 Name of pilot,
 Class and sub-class of aerostat used,
 Type of badge or diamond awarded,
 Tasks flown, with dates and performances achieved.

8.2.5.2 Awarding Badges.
The reporting NAC or delegated Ballooning Authority shall remit to the FAI monetary in-
strument covering the cost of the badges.
The Records Review Subcommittee of the CIA shall monitor the operation of the badge 
system, and maintain a register of all badges awarded.
The PR and Development Subcommittee of the CIA shall make arrangements for design, 
procurement and delivery of awards to the NAC or delegated Ballooning Authority con-
cerned.

8.2.5.3 The CIA Records Review Subcommittee may appoint observers and act as co-ordinator 
where National Balloon Federation arrangements have not been made.

8.2.5.4 Inexpensive badges will be available from the CIA for purchase by NAC/National Balloon 
Federation. Precious metal badges may be commissioned by winners at their own ex-
pense if they wish.

This basically means that your National Aero Club or Balloon Federation (your NAC = National 
Airsport Control) is in charge to handle the CIA Sporting Badges scheme. However, and here we 
face a problem, most NACs and their CIA delegates don’t know that such a CIA scheme exists, or 
that it is their responsibility to make it work.

In order to facilitate the claim procedures, you will find attached to the CIA Newsletter a model 
CLAIM FORM that should be distributed as widely as possible, and that should be available from 
NACs on request. (The form will also be made available on the CIA web pages).

Once you have met the requirements, you should send your CLAIM FORM to your NAC or CIA dele-
gate. They will then make sure that your performances are properly registered and they will award 
you the corresponding badge or diamond. In most cases the awarded badge will obviously be the 
inexpensive one (except perhaps for a few very rich NACs), but you may order from the FAI, at 
your own expense, the corresponding badge in precious metal (Silver, gold and diamonds) As far 
as applicants are concerned, that’s it.

Generally, NACs don’t like to get involved in a badge-issuing process, because this means that 
they have to provide some kind of service. This is where the CIA delegates come in: They have to 
make sure either that their NAC fully participates, or they have to take over from their NAC and 
handle the badge scheme on their own. They have also to make sure that the CIA Badge scheme 

Continued….
CIA Sporting Badges (continued)
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is widely publicised and they have to provide assistance for their NAC’s pilots wishing to 
participate.

Pilots participating in the CIA Badge scheme have to provide big efforts in order to achieve 
the requirements. The CIA and the NACs have only to provide a small contribution to make 
sure that our pilots are duly rewarded.

Please let us make things happen.

SENIOR LEVEL JURORS BX INTERMEDIATE LEVEL 
JURORS

BX ENTRY LEVEL JURORS BX

Hans AKERSTEDT (SWE) X James BIRK (USA) Sid CUTTER (USA)
Horst HASSOLD (GER) Alan BLOUNT (USA) Thomas FINK (GER)

Don CAMERON (GBR) X Garry BRITTON (USA) Daniel GALBRAITH (AUS)

Masashi KAKUDA (JPN) Jakob BURKHARD (SUI) X David GLEED (CAN)

Garry LOCKYER (CAN) X James BYRD (USA) Jon GRUBBSTEROM (SWE)

Les PURFIELD (GBR) X Tom DONNELLY (GBR) X Luc van GEYTE (BEL)

Neil ROBERTSON (GBR) X Wolfgang GRUBER (AUT) X Gerrit HEIRMAN (BEL)

Jean SAX (BEL) X Dominik HAGGENEY (GER) X Torben HANSEN (DEN)

Arno SIEGER (GER) X Arnost HONIG (CZE) X Vess van HELDEN (NED)

Tom SHEPPARD (USA) X Sabu ICHIYOSHI (JPN) Sandor HIDAS (HUN)

Jacques SOUKUP (GBR) X Risto JALAVA (FIN) Hanne HOHMANN (GER)

Debbie SPAETH (USA) X Helmut KOCAR Patrick KEARLEY (GBR) X

Victor THORNE (GBR) X Alex NAGORSKI (CAN) X Cathy KNUCHEL (CAN)

Jean-Claude WEBER (LUX) X Koji OTA (JPN) Jean le MARCHAND (FRA)

Brita PETERSEN (GER) X Lindsay MUIR (GBR)

Karl STEFAN (USA) Mike MURPHY (USA)

Christer ODMAN (SWE)

Mako OIWA (JPN)

Ken PENFOLD (CAN)

Alain POULET (FRA)

Gren PUTLAND (AUS)

Murray SCHOLTZ (CAN)

Gerold SIGNER (SUI)

Bengt STENER (SWE)

Mary Anne STEVENS (CAN)

Darryl STUART (AUS)

Mark SULLIVAN (USA)

Jonathan THORNTON (BRA)

Mike WALLACE (USA)

14 12 16 7 29 1

The above are qualified to 
serve as Jury President or 
Member at any type of 
event

The above are qualified to serve 
as Jury President at any type of 
event except World Champion-
ships, and Jury Member at any 
type of event.

The above are qualified to 
serve as Jury Member at any 
type of event except World 
Championships

Total Jurors = 59, Total BX = 20

1999 CIA APPROVED JURORS LIST
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COUNTRY STATUS BALLOONING CIA DELEGATE CIA ALTERNATE

FULL MEMBERS (76)

ALGERIA ALG OK YES Fella, A

ARGENTINA ARG OK YES Mazzini, G Herrmann, C

AUSTRALIA AUS OK YES Wilson, R Turnbull, K

AUSTRIA AUT OK YES Gruber, W Starkbaum, J

BELARUS BLR OK YES Firsakov, A Oblasov, W

BELGIUM BEL OK YES Meuleman, F De Cock, P

BRAZIL BRA OK YES Schneider, C Kalousdian, R

BULGARIA BUL Suspended YES none declared

CANADA CAN OK YES Lockyer, G Nagorski, A

CHILE CHI OK YES none declared

CHINA CHN OK YES Wu, G Li, T

CHINESE TAIPEI TPE OK YES Hsia, J 

COLOMBIA COL OK NO

CROATIA CRO OK YES Miklousic, T

CYPRUS CYP OK YES none declared

CZECH REP CZE OK YES Suchy, M Skalecka, L

DENMARK DEN OK YES Vinther, J Sorensen, H

EGYPT EGY OK YES Farghal. N

ESTONIA EST OK YES none declared

FINLAND FIN OK YES Pakarinen, E Ollikainen, J

FRANCE FRA OK YES Villey, T Poulet, A

GERMANY GER OK YES Haggeney, M Schneider, U

GREECE GRE OK YES Kotsayerides, M Papargiris, N

GUATEMALA GUA OK YES none declared

HONG KONG HGK OK YES Parry, R

HUNGARY HUN OK YES Meszaros, B Hidas, S

ICELAND ISL OK NO

INDIA IND OK YES Gupta, V

INDONESIA INA OK NO

IRAQ IRQ OK NO

IRELAND IRL OK YES O'Neill, C McCormac, T

ISRAEL ISR OK NO

ITALY ITA OK YES Cisaro, E

JAPAN JPN OK YES Ichiyoshi, S Kakuda, M

KAZAKHSTAN KAZ OK YES none declared

KENYA KEN OK YES Marshall, C

KOREA KOR OK YES Lee, S-J Kim, D

KOREA (PRD) PRK Suspended NO

LATVIA LAT OK YES Dukste, G

LEBANON LIB Suspended NO

LITHUANIA LTU OK YES Komza, R Konceviciene, J

LUXEMBOURG LUX OK YES Sauber, C Weber, J-C

MACEDONIA MKD OK YES none declared

MEXICO MEX OK NO

MOLDOVA MLD OK NO

MONACO MON OK NO

MOROCCO MAR OK NO

MOZAMBIQUE MOZ OK NO

FAI MEMBERS, CIA DELEGATES AND ALTERNATE 
DELEGATES - As approved at the 1999 FAI General 

Conference
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COUNTRY STATUS BALLOONING CIA DELEGATE CIA ALTERNATE

NAMIBIA NAM OK NO

NETHERLANDS NED OK YES de Brujin, M Coucke, R

NEW ZEALAND NZL OK YES none declared

NORWAY NOR OK YES Nordby, T

PAKISTAN PAK OK NO

POLAND POL OK YES Czerniawski, J

PORTUGAL POR OK YES none declared

PUERTO RICO PUR Suspended NO

ROMANIA ROM OK YES Mihai, I

RUSSIA RUS OK YES Shifrin, D Tarasenko, N

SAN MARINO SMR OK NO

SINGAPORE SIN OK NO

SLOVAK REP SVK OK YES Santa, M Brezan, J

SLOVENIA SLO OK YES Simonic, I Vipotnic, N

SOUTH AFRICA RSA OK YES Westworth, A

SPAIN ESP OK YES Gonzales, A Llado-Costa, C

SWEDEN SWE OK YES Akerstedt, H Stener, B

SWITZERLAND SUI OK YES Burkard, J Horni, C

THAILAND THA Suspended NO

TUNISIA TUN Suspended NO

TURKEY TUR OK YES Tekin, A Ulusoy, S

UKRAINE UKR OK YES Nikolaev, A Karnauov, V

UNITED KINGDOM GBR OK YES Cameron, D Purfield, L

UNITED STATES USA OK YES Sullivan, M Levin, D

UZBEKISTAN UZB OK YES none declared

VENEZUELA VEN OK YES Delano, J Dao, A

YUGOSLAVIA YUG OK YES Stoskovic, M

ZIMBABWE ZIM Suspended YES none declared

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS (9)

ARMENIA ARM OK NO

BOSNIA & HERZ BIH OK NO

HONDURAS HON Suspended NO

IRAN IRI Suspended NO

JORDAN JOR OK NO

KUWAIT KUW OK NO

LIECHTENSTEIN LIE OK NO

PHILIPPINES PHI Suspended YES none declared

UNITED ARAB EMIRATE UAE OK NO

TEMPORARY MEMBER (6)

ECUADOR ECU OK NO

EL SALVADOR ESA OK NO

GUAM GUM OK NO

PERU PER OK YES none declared

SURINAM SUR OK NO

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO TRI OK NO

was the first commission to formally meet in FAI’s new home town, our meeting, with 27 NAC FAI MEMBERS, CIA DELEGATES AND ALTERNATE DELEGATES 
As approved at the 1998 FAI General Conference (continued)

FAI Members: 76 Full (7 suspended), 9 Associate (3 suspended), 6 Temporary = 91 (10 suspended)
Declared for ballooning: 57 full (2 suspended), 1 associate (suspended), 1 temporary = 59 (3 suspended)
46 Delegates and 32 Alternate Delegates declared to FAI
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CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
CATEGORY 1 SANCTIONED EVENTS 1999

1 Grange, G FRA 8065

2 Matejczuk, J POL 7777

3 De Bruijn, M NED 7767

4 Bonanno, P ITA 7709

5 Prawicki, B POL 7702

6 Bolze, S FRA 7556

7 Filus, W POL 7521

8 Nemeth, Z HUN 7471

9 Williams, C GBR 7451

10 Legendre, P FRA 7392

1 Matejczuk, J POL 8231

2 Boudart, G FRA 7741

3 Chiba, T JPN 7509

4 Folkes, J GBR 7315

5 Oudin, M-D FRA 7287

6 Racois, D FRA 7187

7 Thomas, N USA 6219

1 Noack, F GER 9281

2 De Bruijn, M NED 9146

3 Fokken, J NED 8509

4 Llado-Costa, C ESP 8445

5 Schneider, U GER 8431

6 Bareford, D GBR 8072

7 Fujita. M JPN 8045

8 Williams, C GBR 7868

9 Nemeth, Z HUN 7761

10 Cinquin, G FRA 7436

1 Schneider, U GER 11540

2 Bareford GBR 11415

3 Williams GBR 10823

4 Miyata, H JPN 10003

5 Endo, M JPN 9969

6 Fujita, M JPN 9699

7 Kalousdian, R BRA 9585

8 Shimamura, K JPN 9458

9 Mizukami, T JPN 9407

10 Otagoro, H JPN 9341

1 Arras, W USA 8617

2 Schneider, U GER 8551

3 Surkus, G LIT 7747

4 Williams, C GRB 7606

5 Petrehn, J USA 7526

6 Messines, F FRA 7468

7 Parry, R HGK 7142

8 Balkedal, J SWE 7040

9 Crkva, L CZE 6859

10 Llado-Costa, C ESP 6828

14th World Hot Air Championship        

1 De Cock & Van Havere BEL 1666.45

2 Francoeur & Burman CAN 1562.75

3 Furstner & Sturzlinger AUS 1495.88

4 Jurg & Van Houten NED 1482.65

5 Brachtendorf/Hutmacher GER 1451.52

6 Bradley & Hale USA 1365.91

7 Sullivan & Levin USA 1326.51

8 Force & Folkes GBR 988.63

9 Eimers & Landsmann GER 906.55

10 Hohl & Fink GER 778.87

43rd Coupe Gordon Bennett

7th Coupe d’Europe 10th Ladies World Cup

Mobilux Trophy ‘99 Motegi International 1999
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CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME
The CIA Newsletter is published twice yearly by the CIA Secretary on behalf of the CIA 
Bureau. It is the only WRITTEN document to be distributed to ALL concerned with the CIA. It 
is open for the distribution of any suitable articles or material to everybody listed in the CIA 
Directory, and contributions are welcome. The next edition will be mailed in June 2000, and 
the deadline for submissions is 15th May 2000.

All information is believed to be correct at the time of publication, but no responsibility can 
be taken for any errors, omissions etc.

NEIL ROBERTSON, CIA SECRETARY, COMBE HAY MANOR, BATH BA2 7EG, ENGLAND
Tel: +44 1225 840655, Fax: +44 1225 837212, email: Neil.Robertson@dial.pipex.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

CIA CONFERENCE, THESSALONIKI, GREECE, 
1st TO 4th MARCH 2000

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
Please copy and distribute this form as required

NAMES NATIONALITY POSITION
(Delegate, Alternate, Observer
or Social)

Date of arrival in Thessaloniki:

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR CONFERENCE PLANNING THAT THE NUMBER 
OF PARTICIPANTS IS KNOWN IN ADVANCE, SO PLEASE HELP BY 
COMPLETING THIS FORM IN GOOD TIME AND RETURNING IT TO:

Neil Robertson, CIA Secretary, Combe Hay Manor, BATH BA2 7EG, England.
Tel: +44 1225 840655, Fax: +44 1225 837212, 

email: Neil.Robertson@dial.pipex.com
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COUNTRY

STATISTICS Total number of 
balloons & airships

Total number of 
active pilots

Number of new 
pilots in year

Number of Intn. 
Comp. Observers

Balloons Hot Air

Gas - AA

Gas - AM

Airships Hot Air

Gas

Number of SPORTING LICENCES issued Number of SAFETY SEMINARS in year

Number of ACCIDENTS in year Number of FATALITIES in year

Number of EVENTS organised in year     NAC or BF sanctioned International Events

    NAC or BF sanctioned National Events     Other Events

Number of pilots taking part in INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS in year 

Date Name

AA

AM

AX

BX

Date and name of next year’s NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS in

Names of BALLOONING PUBLICATIONS

Distance Duration Altitude

AA

AM

AX

BX

Number of NATIONAL 
RECORDS

Future BALLOON MEETS

This is a true and accurate summary of the statistics for our country as at __________________

Submitted by ___________________________________________________ CIA Delegate

Please return to: Neil Robertson, CIA Secretary, Combe Hay Manor, BATH BA2 7EG, England.
Fax: +44 1225 837212, Email: Neil.Robertson@dial.pipex.com

CIA STATISTICS AND ANNUAL RETURN
FOR THE YEAR TO 31ST DECEMBER 1999

NOTES - Please add any other relevant information and points of interest on the reverse of this form



FAI BALLOONING COMMISSION
SPORTING BADGE 
CLAIM FORM

SILVER
BADGE

GOLD
BADGE

DISTANCE
DIAMOND

DURATION
DIAMOND

ALTITUDE
DIAMOND

APPLICANT

                                                        NAME 

                                                 ADDRESS 

                                  Phone , Fax, Email     

________________________________________________________________________                 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

       SPORTING  LICENCE NO. AND NAC

BADGE or DIAMOND claimed (please tick appropriate box)

CONTROLLING OBSERVER

                                                        NAME

                                                 ADDRESS 

                                Phone , Fax, Email

________________________________________________________________________                 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

      SPORTING  LICENCE NO. AND NAC

CONTROLLING OBSERVERS

The Controlling Observer is an individual appointed by the relevant NAC to control the badge performances, and to verify and approve the badge 
applications. In the case of badge applications where National or World records are used for the distance, duration or altitude portions of a badge 
application, the Controlling Observer certifies that the performances submitted are based on the registered record. Where flights flown at CIA or NAC 
sanctioned events are used for the goal portion of a badge application, the Controlling Observer certifies that he/she has seen both the task and offi-
cial results sheets for that flight. 

BADGES

Standard badges may be purchased by NACs from the FAI/CIA. These badges shall be issued to pilots who have achieved the requirements 
for the respective badge or diamond. 
Precious metal badges may be commissioned by badge holders at their own expense from the FAI/CIA. Ordering information and prices are 
available on the CIA pages of the FAI web site. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: This standard claim form is issued by the CIA to serve as model for NACs participating in the CIA Sporting Badges 
scheme. Participating NACs shall make the standard claim form available to their members, and its use is strongly recommended to docu-
ment the performances achieved and to maintain the NAC register of Badge flights which they have validated. Once a year, participating 
NACs shall report the relevant information on badges awarded to the FAI/CIA (ref. Sporting Code, Section 1, Chapter 8). The FAI or CIA re-
serve the right to request further information or documentation. In FAI member countries where there is no participating NAC, candidates may 
send the claim form directly to the FAI Secretary General or to the CIA Secretary. Detailed information on the CIA Sporting Badge scheme 
may also be found on the CIA pages of the FAI website.



SILVER BADGE GOLD BADGE DIAMOND

DISTANCE 

achieved:

in:

on:

Minimum required:

  _______________________ km

  Subclass:

  date:
  _____________________

 100 km

  ________________________ km

  Subclass:

  date:
  ________________________

 300 km

  __________________________ km

  Subclass:

  date:
  _________________________

 500 km

DURATION
achieved:

in:

on:

Minimum required:

  _____________________ h:m:s

  Subclass:

  date:
  _____________________

 3 hours

  _____________________ h:m:s

  Subclass:

  date:
  ________________________

 6 hours

  ________________________ h:m:s

  Subclass:

  date:
  _________________________

 24 hours

ALTITUDE 

achieved:

in:

on:

Minimum required:

  ________________________m

  Subclass:

  date:
  _____________________

 3000 m

  _________________________m

  Subclass:  

  date:
  ________________________

 6000 m

  ___________________________m

  Subclass:

  date:
  _________________________

 9000 m

GOAL

achieved:

in:

on:

Minimum required:

  _____________________ m:cm

  Subclass:

  date:
  _______________________ 

 Within 10 m of declared goal more 

 than 3 km from launch

  ________________________ cm

  Subclass:

  date:
  ________________________

 Within 10 m of declared goal more

 than 3 km  from launch

FAI BALLOONING COMMISSION
SPORTING BADGE CLAIM FORM

PERFORMANCES ACHIEVED

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned applicant and observer certify that the claim above is correct and satisfactorily proven. They understand and agree that the FAI/
CIA may at any time request proof that a performance was realised and controlled in accordance with the Sporting Code regulations, that it may 
refuse recognition if it finds the evidence to be insufficient, and that negligent certification or willful misrepresentation will be grounds for discipli-
nary action by the applicant's or observer's NAC. 

                 
Date:  _______________________

Signed by:
__________________________________     _____________________________

Applicant Controlling Observer


