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2023 FAI DRONE RACING WORLD CUP REPORT 
by Bruno DELOR 

The FAI Drone Racing World Cup (F9U class) had been introduced in 2016. So, 2023 is the sixth edition 
considering the 2020 and 2021 years without World Cup due to COVID pandemic. 

CALENDAR 

There were initially 12 Drone Racing Open International World Cup events (Challenger Series) from 10 
different countries published on the FAI Calendar for the year 2023. 

The FAI Drone Racing World Cup Silesia Poland planned May 5 to 7 in Chorzow had been cancelled by the 
organiser on February 20, 2023. 

So, 11 events from 9 different countries had been effectively organised. 

Note: Considering the decrease of participation and to improve the interest of the Drone Racing World Cup, it had 
been decided from the 2022 World Cup ranking to consider for each competitor only 3 events of different countries 
instead 4 before. 

 

Note: A Masters Series had been introduced in 2019. No Masters event had been considered for 2023. 
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PARTICIPATION 

The participation in 2023 increased from last year but had been still significantly lower compared to the two 
years prior COVID break (2018 and 2019). 
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CLASSIFICATION 

The total World Cup score for each participant is the sum of their three best event results (numbers of 
points). 

For each participant, one event result per organising country is considered for the World Cup ranking (better 
number of points for any organising country in which he has scored in two events). 

The podium is as follows: 

1- Killian ROUSSEAU (France) - 129 points 

2- Pawel LASZCZAK (Poland) - 126 points 

3- Roland RONTO (Hungary) - 99 points. 

In the following sheet, are mentioned for the columns corresponding to the results: 

- Country abbreviation code of the event as for example KOR-1 or HUN (see correspondence on the 
event’s list in page 1). 

- Placing and number of competitors placed; for example, 1/51 means first place with 51 competitors 
having flown in the event. 

 

The complete results can be downloaded on the FAI website with the following link:  
https://www.fai.org/world-cups/drone-racing-2023  

There are 87 juniors from 15 countries placed in the World Cup ranking which represents 32 % of the total 
number of competitors. In addition, 4 juniors, all from different countries, are placed in the top 10. The best 
placed, Arthur VALTIER from France is 4th. 

There are 17 women from 8 countries placed in the World Cup ranking. The best one, Gayeon MO from 
Korea, is placed 16th. 

https://www.fai.org/world-cups/drone-racing-2023
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FAI DRONE PERMISSION 

The possibility to issue FAI Drone Permission had been introduced in 2017 to accommodate the fast-
growing sport of Drone Racing and to help the competitors who found difficult or too expensive to obtain a 
FAI Sporting Licence from their NAC. 

From 2019, FAI takes into account NAC’s formal request to refrain issue of FAI Drone Permissions for their 
country. 

Detailed data about FAI Drone Permissions delivered in 2023 are available on the following table. 

FAI Drone Permissions have been issued to 40 persons from 12 countries. Only 30 of them from 10 
countries effectively had participated in the World Cup compared.  

Note: Half of the persons using a FAI Drone Permission to participate to the World Cup events are from Italy. Based on 
the difficulty to issue Sporting Licences in acceptable conditions, the General Director from the Aero Club d'Italia 
requested FAI on August 21, 2022 to remove Italia from the NACs' list for which FAI Drone Permission issue is 
blocked.  

 

 


