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Bulletin #1 - Invitation
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Bulletin  No. 1

I N V I T A T I O N
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The Hellenic Aeronautical and Airsports Federation along with the Hellenic Hang Gliding Commission would like to extend an invitation to all women hang gliding pilots around the world to come to Hellas  – land of the beautiful islands and magnificent history - and participate in the

7th WOMEN’s WORLD

 HANG GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIP 
which will be held at Mt. Kitheron, with headquarters the very well known historical town of Plataies, in the Prefecture of Viotia.

This Bulletin gives a general outline of the event being organized.  Further bulletins containing more detailed information will follow and will be sent to the participating nations in the months leading to the event.

1)




Formal entries

Should be submitted to the organisers by returning the enclosed entry form, and by payment of the required entry fees, latest by April 15th 2000.

Failure to submit the entry forms by the above deadline will result in a penalty fee (See paragraph 12 )

Entries from National Teams are invited.

2)




Event

The 7th Women’s World Hang Gliding Championship will be held in Class 1 category only.

3)




Competition Schedule
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4)




Organisers

The 7th Women’s World Hang Gliding Championship will be organised by the Aeroclub of Athens & Mt. Olympos and the Aeroclub of East Attica on behalf of the Hellenic Aeronautical and Airsports Federation.

5)




Location
The Championship will be held at Mt. Kitheron in the Prefecture of Viotia. Headquarters will be the town of Plataies which is at the base of Mt.Kitheron on the Northern side. The town of Plataies is about 13 km from the city of Thebes and around 65 km from Athens, the capital city.

6)




International Jury & Steward

The international jury and steward will be nominated following the CIVL meeting of February 2000.

7)




Teams

Every country member of FAI, of good standing with FAI, may enter a national team consisting of upto six (6) pilots and a Team Leader.  The team leader may also be a competitor.

8)




Competition Rules

The Championship will be carried out according to the current FAI Sporting Code Section 7, together with all applicable General Rules and Regulations including rule changes approved upto and including the time of the CIVL Plenary Meeting of February 2000, relative Bulletins and the local regulations.

9)




FAI Licence

Competitors and Team Leaders must be in possession of a valid FAI Sporting Licence issued by their relative NAC’s. The licence is to be presented to the organizers at Registration prior to participation in the Championship and will be retained by them until the end of the event.  Failure to present a valid licence will result in non-participation in the event.

10)




Awards

The FAI Gold, Silver and Bronze medals shall be awarded to the pilots placed first, second and third, with FAI Diplomas for those placed fourth to tenth. FAI medals will also be awarded to the National Teams placed first, second and third.

11)




Entry fee
The entry fee for each competing pilot is U.S.$ 400.—(four hundred U.S.Dollars) and includes the following:

· transport of gliders and pilots to and from the take-off site

· retrieval from outlandings along stated routes

· one aeronautical chart (quarter million or larger scale) for each pilot and team leader

· one film for each pilot on each flying day

· contest numbers, identity badges and all competition papers

· packed lunches on each flying day

· free access to opening/closing ceremonies/organizers party

Team Leaders, unless competing, and assistants are not required to pay an entry fee.

It is advisable that interested teams pre-register as per the attached pre-registration form.

For the safe of clarification, a team will be considered as being officially registered when the official entry form has bee received by telefax or email and the entry fees paid.

All entry fees must be paid to the organizers by the 15th of April 2000.

Late entries received after the official deadline of 15th April  will be surcharged by 10per cent.

12) Validity of the Championship

As per Section 7, paragraph 5.25.1, and General Section, paragraphs 3.12.1 and 3.12.2, the Championship will be valid if 8 competition pilots from 4 nations have registered with entry fees paid.  Final registration for the championship will be the 20th   of May 2000.  If by this date 8 competing pilots from 4 nations have not officially registered with entry fees paid, the organizers retain the right to cancel the championship.

13)




Contest Site

The Championship will be held at Mt. Kitheron where there are two take-offs one at 700m ASL and the second at 
1,400m
 ASL covering most wind directions except for easterly.

The area offers great possibilities for triangular, out&return and straight line courses.

14)




Frequencies

The official frequencies used by the competition and organizers will be on the VHF band. The frequencies from 144MHz upto 146 MHz are excluded.

· Organizers/Team Leaders/Emergency
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to be advised

· Retrieval
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to be advised

All teams must declare upon registration which frequencies will be utilized by them.
15)




Official Language

The official language of the competition is English.

16)




Weather

The weather during the period of the Championship is normally warm and sunny with temperatures ranging from 27-35 degrees Celsius during the day and 22 degrees or warmer during the night.  There is a chance of some rain during the month of June.

Visitors should take precautions against sunburn which could be very severe.

17)




Electricity

Electricty operates on 220 Volts, 50 Hz, with wall sockets of the round 2-pin type.

18)




Travelling to Greece

All entrants into Greece need a valid passport.  Visas are required from some countries.  Please make sure you consult your travel agent and the Greek Embassy or Consulate in time to check what are your requirements.

19)




Customs

It is very important that all equipment be declared at the port of exit and upon entering Greek territory, to avoid unnecessary delays with clearance and possibility of importation charges.

Arrangements will be made with customs personnel at all Greek entry points so that they are aware of an influx of “sporting equipment”.  More details to follow in Bulletin No.2.

20)




Accomodation

A range of accomodation is available locally.

· Agricultural school – around 10 km from headquarters (15 minutes by car).


There are a limited amount of beds available at an agricultural school in rooms that sleep 4-6 persons. Bathroom facilities are shared by all the rooms. 
The use of this facility and exact number of beds available will be known by the 31st of March.  This accomodation is on a first come first serve basis so please register early. 
Priority will be given to competition pilots, team leaders and upto two assistants per team.  If there are additional assistants their accomodation will  depend on availability.


Cost per person is U.S.$50.—for the entire period 15-25 June. 

· City of Thebes – around 12 km from headquarters (20 minutes by car)

There are two hotels in the city and the rooms have T.V./aircondition.

Cost per person per night in a double room including breakfast is U.S.$20.--  

· Town of Plataies - headquarters

Private houses with bathroom facilities are available for rent in the town.

Prices available latest by 31st March

Please advise your interest/number of persons

· Camping

Free camping – possible just outside of the town of Plataies in the courtyard of a small church.  Running water available.

21)




Meals

You can get meals at local tavernas.  The average cost of a meal is U.S.$05.00-08.00.

22)




Travel information
a) traveling by car

· 1st Route:  through Italy.

Special offer for teams participating in the Championship :

The ferry company “BLUE STAR FERRIES STRINTZIS LINES” has made a special discount of 30 % (thirty percent) for us.  They have daily sailings from Ancona to Patras. On certain days sailings are scheduled for Igoumenitsa.  There are also sailings from Venice and Brindisi to Igoumenitsa and Patras.  
If of interest we can advise you of all their time schedules.

The procedure to obtain the discount is the following:

You must advise us the names of the persons travelling, the type of car(s), the type of accomodation preferred, the category and dates of departure.  We then send a letter, with a copy to the team, advising the travel agency of the required booking.  The team picks up their tickets at their offices in the port you are travelling from.

It is recommended you book your sailing for the port of Patras which is less than two hours by car to the town of Plataies.   You can also make reservations for the port of Igoumenitsa which is around 5-6 hours by car, via Patras,  to the town of Plataies.
· 2nd Route:  through Slovenia, Croatia, Yugoslavia,  Skopje

It is possible to drive through the above countries to reach the flying site. Prior to travelling it is greatly recommended you investigate the situation in Yugoslavia and Skopje.  You will definitely need visas so make sure you arrange for them timely.  Don’t expect to get them at the border even though they tell you it is possible as they make changes unexpectedly.  Make sure you have enough petrol when crossing Yugoslavia and Skopje and that you drive through during daylight hours and stop for nothing except petrol. The best currency to carry with you when driving through is deutsche marks (DM) which you will also use for the highway taxes.

The above information is given on an advisory basis only.
b) travelling by airplane

· Most major airlines have direct flights into Athens International Airport. 



· To avoid unpleasant surprises it is very important that you check with your airline about what type of airplane they use and that your gliders can be accomodated.  

We understand that AIRBUSes and 734s have no problem
with gliders.
 Also some 727s and some 737s can accommodate gliders.   You should give the airline at least a 2-3 week warning that you intend to carry a glider, its weight and dimmensions.

· Olympic airways has promised us discounts for the participating teams as they had granted us last year for the PreWorld Speed Gliding Championship.  We will have a definite reply regarding the height of the discount from them by the end of March. Contact us for details 
and the procedure to be followed

· Although June is not considered the “high season”, it is advisable to make reservations early

· Athens airport is about 1-1.5  hours by car, depending on the traffic, from








the town of Plataies.

· If you require a good travel agent please advise so we can suggest one for you.

c) car rental

cars can be obtained at special prices with delivery/redelivery at Athens International Airport.  We can guide you on prices/bookings – please advise what type of car you prefer, if automatic or not (there is a larger variety if gear shift), if you need a car rack, how many days, etc.

23)




Insurance

Medical and repatriation insurance and travel insurance are the sole responsibility of the visitor to Greece.  The organizers have arranged for third party liability insurance coverage for each individual team member at a cost of U.S.$10.00 per person.  

The organizers are not responsible for theft or damage to any of the visitors equipment.

24)




National Flags and Anthems

Each national team is required to bring with them to the championship

· One standard national flag of approximately 120 x 150 cm

· A cassette tape or CD with their national anthem

25)




Other Activities

· Swimming/sailing/windsurfing - one can reach a variety of beautiful beaches.  The closest is 20 minutes from Plataies.

· Archeological sites - there is a great variety of archeological sites and museums in the area (Plataies, Thebes, Delphi, Athens, etc).

· Sightseeing

· Day Cruises from the port of Piraeus to three islands close to the mainland (Aegina, Poros, Hydra) 
26)




History

a)

Some words regarding of the history of the town of Plataies

· The city of Plataies was an ancient Greek city at the base of Mount Kitheron, south of the ancient city of Thebes.  The mountain is mentioned in Greek mythology as the scene of Dionysian rites and is the place where King Laius of Thebes abandoned his son Oedipus.

· In 490 B.C. the people of Plataies alongside the Athenians fought against the Persians at Marathon.

· In 480 B.C. the Persians under King Xerxes I, retaliated by destroying the city of Plataies.

· In 479 B.C. Plataies was the place of a great victory of the Greeks, led by the Greek Generals Paphsanias and Aristides, over the Persian army.  This battle ended the Persian’s attempts of invading Greece.

· During the third year of the Peloponnesian War the city was attacked by a combined force of Thebians and Spartants and was destroyed.

· The city was once more destroyed in 373 B.C. by Alexander the Great of Macedonia. 

· The city was rebuilt and continued being inhabited until the 6th century A.D.

· The present day town of Plataies is located in the same place as the ancient city – one can see the ancient ruins on the outskirts of the town.  In 1981 the town was completely destroyed by a strong earthquake and has since been rebuilt.
b) Flying Site

· The flying site of Mt. Kitheron has been a popular one since 1987. 

· For the past 10 years it has been the primary competition site of the Greek Nationals.

· In 1988 the Balkan Hang Gliding Championship was held there.

· In both 1997 and 1998 two World Hang Gliding Series events for both cross country and speed gliding were organized there.

27)




Correspondence:

Completed Entry Forms should be sent, the soonest possible, by telefax or Email. or through the website.

General correspondence regarding the championship should be addressed to:

Hellenic Aeronautical and Airsports Federation

7th Women’s World Hang Gliding Championship

P.O.Box 70262

GR-166 10 Glyfada, GREECE

Phone: +30(1) 9649 788 - Fax: +30(1) 9649 547 - Email: eale@hol.gr

 Contact person

Lillian LeBlanc

Email:  alao-olympos2000@ath.forthnet.gr

Mobile number:  +30 -944-363693

Fax number:  +30 (1) 3451395

Website:






http://www.hang-gliding.gr
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Ladies…………………………… the organizers and the Greek pilots hope to see you here !!!!!!!!! 
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