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The highlight of the year in the world of international electric flight was the World Championships in Muncie, IND, USA. The event took place in perfect conditions on the wonderful AMA site. The power density has increased in both championship categories, F5B model gliders and F5D pylon racing models. Due to the restriction to 1,750 Watt-min for model gliders and 1,000 Watt-min for pylon racing models, the focus has shifted back from a "battle" for the best batteries to actual flying skills. With regard to safety, a few gaps have manifested themselves in the category F5B rules, which will have to be addressed for the next season.

Under the leadership of George Shering, a widely supported working group "F5J Duration Glider" has held lengthy discussions about the complex description of technical details. The idea of restricting both altitude and climbing rate was agreed on by a majority. This new electric flight category will soon be very popular.

Within the F5 Subcommittee, work on the safety issues of the glider category has produced extensive e-mail correspondence. Allowing a battery voltage of up to 42 V should reduce the current, which would be beneficial as it reduces loads on electronic equipment and also makes measurements easier. Finally, a provisional open glider category will be created, to give novices with ordinary glider models an opportunity to learn distance flying. 

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the working group "F5J" and the F5 Subcommittee for their tremendous commitment to the development of electric flying competitions.
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