FAI World Championships for RC Thermal Duration Gliders
2010 Seniors and Juniors

Dole-Tavaux, France
The 2010 FAI World Championships for Soaring Model Aircraft (F3J) were organised by the Comité Départemental d’AéroModélisme du Jura (CDAM 39) on behalf of French Federation of AeroModelling (FFAM) from 31th July to 8th August on the Dole-Tavaux airfield.

Pre-contest information
Detailed information was distributed via two bulletins. All aspects of the championship, lodging, travelling, costs, rules, and procedures were covered. The organizers prepared a web page containing all important information. 

Contest site
The Dole-Tavaux airfield is located in the department of Jura on east of France. The site would be well suited for the competition if only not having very strict safety limitations. To follow the limits set by the local authorities the organisers had to define a safety space which made a large part of the sky forbidden space for flying. The safety space brought difficulties to pilots who could not follow the thermal bubbles at south wind conditions and also to organisers who had to appoint officers for judging the overflying of the safety space and hearing the objections of competitors. The inherence of the safety space was also the matter of one protest. By the way the safety requirements were so strong that the display flights at the opening ceremony were flown as far as 400 meters from the general public.
Contest organisation

The organisation was stigmatised by the fact that the contest director had excellent experience with running of big international F3J competitions but no experience with FAI championships. The sporting part was well organised with sufficient number of timekeepers and other officials. Also the technical equipment had appropriate quality..
Participation
The Championship was entered by 85 senior competitors from 29 countries and 44 junior competitors from 18 countries. A large number of supporters also participated.

Accommodation and catering

Camping at the airfield was not allowed and teams stayed in campsites, gits or hotels up to 30 minutes away. There was no official break for lunch. The tasty meals had to be consumed at any convenient break. Little time was left for socializing over the whole week. 
Weather

The weather was the reason for delayed start of the WCh competition flights because at the advent of the WCh a thunderstorm went over the airfield. It flattened most of the tents and some time was spent for drying up the electronic equipment. Through the week the weather was more suitable. The organiser made also a good decision by leaving last two fly-off rounds on early morning. The morning weather without thermal introduced wider distribution of pilots’ results. 
Protests

There was one protest against the judging of safety space submitted. The protest was refused.
Award ceremonies and closing banquet
In contrast to the competition flights the opening ceremony which was conducted on the airfield was far below acceptable standards. The FAI flag didn’t appear and labels for national teams were also missing.
The prize giving ceremony took place in a large parade square in the town, ideal for the purpose. The FAI medals and the perpetual individual and team trophies were awarded to the winners. At this time the FAI flag was hanged up and the FAI anthem was played.
The banquet was prepared in a city hall. It was attended by many people. The food was good and French cabaret included. This occasion was well used for strengthening the international friendship.

International Jury

Tomas Bartovsky (CZE), Raymond Pavan (LUX) and Pierre Pignot (FRA).

Recommendation

It would be advisable to request from the next bidder a guarantee that there will not be serious limitations concerning the airspace. Flying in the limited airspace is possible but competitors are upset and it brings significant difficulties to the organiser, who has to expect protests caused by complicated judging of the limits. 
Conclusion

It is the opinion of the FAI Jury that these were successful World Championships carried out in a friendly atmosphere. The organisers are to be commended for having well organised this difficult event.
Prague September 2010 
Tomas Bartovsky

Jury president

