CIVA Rules Changes for 2002 - Powered Aerobatics

The following is a summary of the proposals which were adopted at the CIVA plenary meeting in Prague, Czech Republic, on 10 November 2001. These proposals are for Section 6 and Parts 1 and 3, CIVA Regulations (Unlimited and Advanced Categories).  

No changes were adopted for CIVA Regulations, Part 2 (Glider Aerobatics).

	Submitter
	Subject
	Synopsis

	Great Britain
	Form A
	Form A to also be acceptable in "portrait" format.

	
	Rationale:  Adoption of this Form A layout permits much more extensive automation in the computer compilation of Form A from Form B.

	
	Positioning
	New rules expand the description of good Positioning.

	
	Rationale (as expressed in the new rules):

Paragraph 2.1.4.4, to read:

The competitors should try to perform their programmes within the confines of the performance zone and in symmetry about the secondary axis. Depending on the aircraft’s height and on the nature of the figure being flown, there is also an optimum range from the judges for the placement of each figure. At this range, the geometrical errors in the figure, and the precise nature of the figure, are both clear and easy to assess.

New Paragraph 2.1.4.5, to read:

When Line Judges are not used, it is particularly important for each judge to consider the precise placement of each figure against the ideal and also in relation to the limits of the performance zone. The highest marks will be given if the central point of a competition flight is above the secondary axis, and if each figure is optimally placed inside the performance zone. A more full explanation of the principles of the judging of positioning is given at the end of Appendix 1.

The complete text can be found under "Positioning" in the 2002 CIVA Regulations or in the British proposal posted on this website.


	Great Britain
	Height Penalties for Advanced
	Penalty Points (30) for exceeding the upper height limit of the box.

	
	Rationale:  No penalties for exceeding the upper limits of the box are currently in Regulations for Advanced category.  With the implementation of the HHMD possible at some point in the future, penalties are now introduced.

	President of CIVA
	Advanced Category Aircraft
	The CAP 231 and EA 260 aircraft were approved by the CIVA Bureau for "temporary" use in Advanced category in early 2001.  The President recommended against their permanent inclusion on the list. The President also recommended the Bureau not be empowered to give these approvals. CIVA agreed.

	
	Rationale:  The CAP 231 attained second place overall in the WAC in Burgos in 2001.  Since the aircraft remains a competitive aircraft in Unlimited Category, the President recommended the approval of this aircraft, made by the Bureau in early 2001, not be made "permanent".  The President also recommended the EA 260's status also not be made permanent.  Future approvals will be made only at the plenary meeting of CIVA and not by the Bureau.  CIVA agreed in principle that future approvals will also have an effective date other than in the following contest year in order to permit pilots to make more rational aircraft purchasing plans.

	France
	Family 1 - FAI Aerobatic Catalogue
	New Figures in Family 1 are proposed.

	
	Rationale:  These figures offer new possibilities for competition pilots.  The latest version of the FAI Aerobatic Catalogue is available for download in PDF format on the CIVA website.

	Catalogue Sub-Committee
	Changes to Unknown List of Figures (Unlimited and Advanced)
	The addition of rolls after spins is addressed for Advanced and Unlimited.

Restrictions are also adopted regarding addition of flick rolls to certain figures in Families 7 and 8.  These new rules eliminate the possibility of figures which exceed performance characteristics of competing aircraft.

	
	Rationale: CIVA clarified its intentions regarding the addition of rolls after spins in Unknown figures.  The header to Appendix 3 has been changed.  Rolling elements are now permitted after spins in Unlimited Unknowns.  They are not permitted in Advanced.

Regarding flick rolls, restrictions have been added on various entry lines in Families 7 and 8 in order to prevent the construction of figures which competition aircraft cannot safely fly.  

	WAC Chief Judge
	Power to vary Regulations
	If there is 100% agreement within the International Jury and Chief Delegates of Teams to vary a Regulation, it will be allowed with no abstentions permitted.

	
	Rationale:  This new rule, which is a change to Section 6, paragraph 1.4.1.6., allows the Jury flexibility in altering or varying a Regulation if it was in the best interests of the Championships and the sport.  With the requirement for 100% agreement, this will be rarely utilized.

	
	Assistant Judge Requirements
	Each Judge must provide a qualified Assistant, failing which the Judge will not be included in the Board of Judges.

	
	Rationale:  Self-explanatory.  CIVA has agreed in principle to this on previous occasions but more forceful language was adopted.  Data continues to demonstrate that Judges who have well qualified Assistants perform their duties with more competence.

	
	Programme 4 Results 
	Programme 4 results are to now be included in the Overall Results & Final Standings for World and Continental Championships, effective 1 January 2003.

	
	Rationale:  CIVA has previously agreed to the inclusion of Programme 4 results in final standings, pending the implementation of new judging criteria, actual experience with the criteria, and the input of the WAC Chief Judge following the 2001 WAC.  The Chief Judge reported no problems so implementation on 1 January 2003 was approved by CIVA.

	President of CIVA
	HHMD
	HHMD to be indefinitely delayed.

	
	Rationale:  Doubts about HHMD availability and certification questions caused CIVA to agree to an indefinite delay in the implementation of the HHMD system for powered aerobatics.

	USA
	Judging Criteria for Tailslides
	New criteria requires minimum distance of one-half fuselage length slide.

	
	Rationale:  Excessive "cheat" by pilots in the vertical entry line has found its way into tailslides which have made them more into "tail pivots".  This new requirement for length of slide is not excessive and will reduce or eliminate the "cheat factor" in order for pilots to avoid zeroes.

	
	New Rolling Turns for Unknowns
	180 degree, 1 1/2 rolling turn figures are added to Unlimited Unknown figures.

	
	Rationale:  These figures will add flexibility to design of Unlimited Unknowns.
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