Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 13 - 14 March 2009         
 Attachment 5c

Report to the CIA 2009 Annual General Meeting for Canada
Canada held an AX national championship in 2008, with 17 competitors.  Dale Ritchie is again the Canadian Champion and is planning to attend the next World Championship.   We were very pleased to have officials from the USA, Switzerland and Germany at the 2008 Canadian Hot Air Balloon Championship.
Last year, I reported to the CIA that there were two serious accidents in Canada in 2007.  Both accidents involved fires (one during landing and the other during inflation), very serious injuries and lose of life.

For both accidents, the Transportation Safety Board of Canada recommended that:

The Department of Transport ensure that passenger-carrying commercial balloon operations provide a level of safety equivalent to that established for other aircraft of equal passenger-carrying capacity.

And

The Department of Transport ensure that balloons carrying fare-paying passengers have an emergency fuel shut-off.

Accident reports are available online and copies have been provided to the CIA.
We are very pleased to report that there were no serious accidents in Canada in 2008.

The Canadian Balloon Association (CBA) is reviewing their membership in the Aero Club of Canada (ACC), and therefore in FAI/CIA.  Several members of the CBA are concerned about the cost of being a member of the ACC, and question the value of being a member.  While the actual amount the CBA must pay to the ACC is not large, it is the largest part of the CBA’s budget.   The CBA Executive will soon be making a proposal to the CBA membership regarding continuing to be a member of ACC/FAI/CIA.
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