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Work at EASA. Status of current NPA's
Notice of Proposed Amendments

NPA 2008-7 on maintenance
Comment deadline was October 31, 2008. The comments have been reviewed and EASA are reworking the proposal based on the comments. The responses to the comments will be published and the new proposal will be sent to the EU Commission for approval and publishing

I have noted that comments asking for stricter rules have seldom been accepted but comments asking for less strict rules on aerostation have been accepted.

NPA 2008-17 on Flight Crew Licensing

Comment period ended February 28. By the deadline at least 8000 comments had been received. Many addressed the rules for aerostats. Some organisations sent in common comments but BBAC sent many individual comments which is preferred. All comments have the same weight regardless if they come from an individual or a big organisation. It is the quality of the comment that counts.

EASA opinion to EU in August 2009, publication by EU in May 2010.

NPA 2008-22 on Organisation Requirements

Ongoing process. Deadline for comments is April 28. It is very important that we send in our comments as this NPA will govern Training Organisations. In my opinion the rules are too strict for training within small organisations like Balloon Clubs based on voluntary work.

EASA aim is to have its opinion to EU Commission by August 2009.for publication May 2010.

NPA 2009-02. Operation

Published 30 January 2009. Comment period ends 30 May. EASA opinion to EU Nov 2009 and publication by EU July 2010.

Here is a lot concerning aerostats. Some previous mistakes have been corrected but they still require a spare igniter in all balloons including gas balloons. Just an example so study carefully the NPA.
Common for all the three latest NPAs is that there will be a transit period but the rules will become effective at the latest in April 2012.

Send your comments using the Comment Response Tool (CRT) available at:

http://hub.easa.europa.eu/crt/
Before using the CRT you have to register and receive a password.

It is recommended to write your comments in a text document and then cut and paste them into the CRT.

Use your own words. Comments with the same wording from different sources are regarded as one comment. A common comment from a balloon federation has no more weight than an individual comment. It is the quality of the comment that counts.

English is preferred. If you use your own language, there is no guarantee that it will be understood.

All comments received in time will be responded to and incorporated in a comment response document (CRD). The CRD will be available on the Agency’s website and in the Comment Response Tool (CRT).

In case the use of CRT is prevented by technical problems these should be reported to the CRT webmaster and comments sent by email to NPA@easa.europa.eu.

Do not forget to reference to the rule number.

The NPA on FCL had some alarming text about age limits for commercial activities.

Commercial balloon flight is Commercial Operation but by definition it is not Commercial Air Transport so the age limits 60/65 years do not affect balloons and gliders.

Reference to the following European Community regulations. Those are in force and governs the text in the NPA's which at the moment are proposals.

Basic regulation (EC) 216/2008, Art 3 (i): 

(i) ‘commercial operation’ shall mean any operation of an aircraft, in return for remuneration  or other valuable consideration, which is available to the public or, when not made available to the public, which is performed under a contract between an operator and a customer, where the latter has no control over the operator;

(EC) regulation 1008/2008 deals with Operational License for air traffic operators.

Ref: Article 3, paragraph 3 (a). The requirement to have an Operational License does not apply to non powered aircraft and local flights. Those categories are specifically exempted from the OL requirements. 

(EC) 2042/2003 defines Commercial Air Transport as those who have an Operational License according to 1008/2008: 

Article 1
Objective and scope
1.
This Regulation establishes common technical requirements and administrative procedures for ensuring the continuing airworthiness of aircraft, including any component for installation thereto, which are:


(a)
registered in a Member State; or


(b)
 registered in a third country and used by an operator for which a Member State ensures 
oversight of operations.

2.
Pragraph 1 shall not apply to aircraft the regulatory safety oversight of which has been transferred to a third country and which are not used by a Community operator, or to aircraft referred to in Annex II to the basic Regulation.

3. 
The provisions of this Regulation related to commercial air transport are applicable to licensed air carriers as defined by Community law.
Commercial balloon operators are not "licensed air carriers" i.e. have no OL according to 1008/2008
I hope this clarifies some paragraphs in the NPA's and that it easies your minds.
2009-03-12
Hans Åkerstedt
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