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CIA Representative to FAI Environmental Commission report to the 2008 FAI Ballooning Commission Annual Meeting (CIA Plenary) Salzburg, Austria 5 – 8 March

I was unable to attend the FAI Environmental Commission (EC) meeting on January 12 but I have been included in all correspondence and have been able to give input from the FAI Ballooning Commission’s (CIA) perspective.
The main concern at this time is the public’s increasing awareness of environmental issues particularly global warming. In the ‘Grand Scheme’ we, as sport aviators, are not large emitters of green house gases etc. but we are a very high profile. The EC feels that it is better to be proactive in the FAI’s approach to sport aviation’s environmental impact rather than just waiting for the legislators to legislate.

The following topics were the most important:-

· Draft FAI Code - Environmental Management Systems for FAI Organized Flying Sites/Clubs – The draft version of this code was discussed and it was agreed to go forward. The objective is that FAI awards sites/clubs who demonstrate that they do care for the environment. The time schedule is to distribute the next version of this code to the air sport commissions by mid March to allow for comments, then to discuss it on the air sport commission presidents meeting in May 2008, to finalize it during summer 2008, and to enact it before the General Conference 2008. Some FAI bureau finances will be required to develop logo and flag.
· Checklist for Environment-Friendly Air Sport Events – This is a new project. The objective is to prepare a checklist for air sport event organizers of the various environmental issues to be considered. Some funding by the FAI bureau may be required for translation services.
· Climate Change – The participants of the meeting shared the opinion that, given the scientific and political situation, it is no longer appropriate to discuss whether the climate changes or not, we have to react now, and that includes FAI. Although air sport contributes to only about 0.4 % of the total combustion of fossil fuel, we do combust fossil fuel. We recommend that key FAI events, e.g. acrobatics events and other events combusting larger amounts of fuel, should be conducted “carbon neutral”. This can be achieved by acquiring certificates on carbon neutral projects. This would be applied public relations to show that FAI and air sport are serious about environmental protection. Note: not all certificates on carbon neutral projects are serious, the assistance of experts is needed for selection of good projects.
This CIA should continue to support the EC’s work as this may impact on ballooning in the future.

Steve Ireland

CIA Representative on the FAI Environmental Commission
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