Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 13 - 14 March 2009         
 Attachment 5a

CIA Delegate, Australia report to the 2009 FAI Ballooning Commission Annual Meeting (CIA Plenary) Lausanne, Switzerland 11 – 14 March

Introduction:
Aerostation in Australia in 2008 has remained much the same as 2007 with the private ballooning community being quite active and the commercial balloon sector still flying many thousands of passengers particularly in the popular tourist locations.
Private Ballooning: 17%
There has been a small increase in students, private pilots and instructors but not quite as much as 2007, this increase is pleasing but it is hoped that this will pick up in future years.

There was a training camp held in July that attracted many students, instructors and examiners and despite the inclement weather and was declared a success.

Competition Ballooning: 1%
Australia conducts its Nationals every second year between World Championships and consequently 2008 was an off year. Unfortunately I have been informed that the Nationals planned for 2009 has recently been cancelled due to sponsors having to reduce their support to the point where the event has become unviable, the next Nationals will not be until 2011.

Commercial Ballooning: 82%
This year has been a reasonably good year for the charter operators but toward the end of the year there were signs that passenger numbers were dropping by about 10%.

Balloon Clubs:

At the time of writing there are 5 active balloon clubs operating in Australia, these clubs represent all the States and Territories of the country and are all affiliated with the Australian Ballooning Federation. All the clubs have Delegates that represent each club on the committee of the ABF.
Conclusion:
Australian ballooning has remained in a steady state in 2008 and this is quite encouraging and the only down side is that we will not have a Nationals in 2009.

Steve Ireland

CIA Delegate, Australia
