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Weather-wise 2008 has been the worst year for ballooning in the past 20 years. Both commercial and leisure flights have suffered as have the major UK balloon meets in Bristol and Northampton. 
Despite the bad weather we had over 30 pilots check out in 2008 increasing the number of licensed pilots to over just over 1000. With the change to EASA certification many  ‘old’ balloons had their Certificates of Airworthiness renewed so the number of certified balloons also increased from just over 900 to 1100 balloons.  Accidents and incidents remained very low with no fatalities and only 3 injuries. Balloons manufactured increased from 152 to 174. 
On the competition front the three weekend balloon events all coincided with good weather and excellent competitions. The UK nationals were held in Brissac-Quince, France in conjunction with the Pre-Europeans and we are very grateful to the FFA and the local towns for making us most welcome and providing an excellent competition.  UK pilots also did well in other international events reaching podium places in the Pre-World Air Games in Italy and the Tochigi Championships in Japan.
With the reduction in flying much of our ‘Aerostat’ magazine has been filled with regulatory matters whether EASA, maintenance organisations, ferry transportation or mode S transponders though many pilots did take the opportunity to attend meetings abroad.
Following an air accident investigation in 2007 a recommendation was made by the Civil Aviation Authority to encourage all pilots on private balloon flights to wear suitable restraint harnesses but this has not been universally accepted.  From restraints to freedom, 21 balloonists were given the ‘Freedom of the City of London’ which means that they are honourable people who can drive their sheep across London Bridge and can ask to be hanged by a silken cord if found guilty of treason.

The October Long Jump produced, yet again, some spectacular flights across the UK with six contestants breaking 100 miles with a winning flight of 230 miles at an average speed of 38.3 mph. Finally the UK rejoiced in winning the Gordon Bennett gas balloon race for the first time in its history. David Hempleman-Adams and Jon Mason flew from Albuquerque almost to the shores of Lake Michigan in 74 hours covering 1098 miles.  
David Bareford
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