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AA/AM Working Group

Summary of recommendations to the Rules SC
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Approval of the agenda

Gordon Bennett Model Event Rules – 2.7 Insurance:
Organizers will arrange the process for any additional liability insurance they may require.
GB MER – 4.1 Flight Instruments:
Transponder Mode S with 4096 codes……..remove with 4096 codes
Emergency Locator Transmitter:  ELT or (EPERB)…. remove ELT  
The AA working group recommends

· To have GB MER rule  2.7 and 4.1 changed as above.
· That the 2009 GB rules are approved as submitted with the above listed changes.
· The approval of Markus Haggeney as Event Director and Jean-Claude Landry as Safety Officer for the 2009 Gordon Bennett at Genève, Switzerland.

Gordon Bennett 2009: 
By the end of May Markus will send the AA/AM WG the list of countries open for this year’s event.
Live Position Reporting at Gordon Bennett or AA World Championships

The AA working group got reports about suspected information leaks about altitude information of teams. After investigating about possible technology-based leaks – like intercepting position reports from the on board devices – the working group finds:
· The APRS system: altitude information could be technically transmitted (and easily being received by everybody), but was deliberately switched off by the command center.
· Satellite / INMARSAT system: altitude can be sent, but the whole messages are encrypted.

· Transponder (TPX): Altitude transmitted by design, but easily available for all interested, Mode C and Mode S – HAM-radio equipment is enough to receive.
Competition offices/command centers use that altitude information to provide ATC-service to the participants, in Europe altitude information has become a requirement to support the ATC coordination from the command center.
As we see no secure way to keep the altitude information secret we suggest to make it easily available for all – like the position reports already are published on the Internet. With this transparency we support to level the playing field and give everybody the same information.
The AA/AM working group therefore recommends publishing the live altitude information in AA events together with the position information on the Internet live tracking site.
	Committee members

Mark Sullivan – Chairman
	Joshi Starkbaum

Stefan Handl

Tom Donnelly
	David Levin

Luc van Geyte

Gerald Stürzlinger


