Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 13 - 14 March 2009                
Appendix 4

Report of CANS Plenary Meeting 
held at Landessportbund-Hessen Sport and Conference Centre, 
Frankfurt, Germany 8-9 March 2009
The CANS President was hindered because of medical treatment but it is said that he will recover and will be heading the next meeting again. The vice president took over and headed the meeting. Some two dozen items and sub items were on the agenda not all of them clearly separated. 
The discussions often switched from one item to another and back and forth. Quite a long time was taken for technical details of various systems like transponders, ADS-B a.s.o. 
There are clearly some key role players in the discussion who rightfully are competent on the issues. Gunter Betram from DEAC Germany reiterated often from his work in EASA, Ian Strachan from the UK and Secretary of CANS repeatedly talked about his work in the UK and the elderly but still very clear in mind Bernald Smith from the USA also occasionally spoke about his meetings in various committees.

My role as CIA representative is restricted to listening to the others without much input from myself, admittedly saying that I am not an expert in this terrain. Most of all ballooning in Germany, Holland as elsewhere is restricted to local areas. The majority in the middle of nowhere and some close to important civil and military airports. In the last case quite often local arrangements have been made by clubs and operators providing good mutual understanding and flying opportunities. Furthermore 90% of ballooning is done in 1000-2000ft above ground. The greater part of the committee members represent gliders and are therefore far more affected by airspace restriction than balloonist.

Some attendees complained about clear goals of CANS and said we had to do a better and more efficient job. It is the second working meeting the meeting president said, expressing his hope that soon the committee will find a productive working method.
My personal opinion is that I will attend one or two more meetings and then evaluate the net output for FAI, CIA and myself. Possibly it is enough if CIA monitors the CANS output by their minutes and documents. 
Venue:

The meeting took place in the ‘Sportschule und Bildungsstätte der Landessportbund Hessen e.V.’  This venue is perfect and would serve ideally for our CIA meetings. I asked for a reservation on 3-6 March  2010 but reservations will not be taken before mid this year, however that period is still available. I hope the German Delegate can pick up this issue and arrange the CIA meeting here next year. The close proximity to Frankfurt Airport (about 5km) together with very low prices of food and lodging and excellent meeting facilities makes an ideal venue for the CIA annual conference.
Hofheim, 9 march 2009.

Mathijs R. de Bruijn.

CIA representative in CANS.
