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CIA DELEGATES REPORT
SOUTH  AFRICA
South African balloon pilots are coming to the end of our best ever year in terms of growth.  However, the percentage of balloonists partaking in sport ballooning is declining.  The cost of ballooning are forcing many pilots to resort to more and more to commercial work to put them into the air.

We have seen a slight increased in growth in the number of pilots and in number of new students.  What is encouraging is also the growth in the number of pilots who are federation members.

This year we had three incidents and one accident and no serious injuries.
We are finding weather conditions are more challenging as the years go by.  We are certainly noticing some kind of climate change.

We are going through many regulation reviews as the South African ANR’s are reviewed.  Part 61 review of pilot licencing is something we are currently engaged in, We are also still waiting for the promulgation of Part 136 which concerns commercial operation of balloons.

Our National Championships held in Bethlehem in the Free State continue to be our one major event in the year. We struggle to get the right experience level of officials for this, but manage to run a very good event.  Visiting pilots have always enjoyed this event so we hope we can encourage many of you to visit us this year in June.

