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REPORT from SLOVENIA
to the 2010 FAI Ballooning Commission Annual Meeting (CIA Plenary)
Lausanne, Switzerland – 10th to 13th March 2010
Introduction
Ballooning in Slovenia in 2009 has remained much the same as previous years with mainly commercial and passenger flying and not much sporting activities. There was no National Championship since 2005 and the pilots participating in international competitions do some practice flights by themselves.
In 2010 sporting and competition activities will increase as the HAB Nationals will be organized again as well as 3 smaller competitions which will be also valid for the national ranking. Slovenia will participate in the main FAI Championships with probably 5 competitors in the Worlds and 1 competitor at the Women Europeans.
Private Ballooning
Although the main activities are the commercial flights there is a good number of pilots doing recreational and practice flying in Slovenia. The number of pilots under training is low but with new events the expectation is for improvements. There are some small festivals organized by the clubs throughout the year with considerable participation but no real competitions.
Although the number of bigger balloons for flying passengers is increasing there is some pilots buying smaller competition shape envelopes for practice and recreational flights showing more interest in competition ballooning.
Competition Ballooning
Competitors from Slovenia have participated in the main 2009 FAI championships and the results achieved by the competitors showed there is place for improvements. At the Europeans in France the results were not on satisfied level. It was a bit better at the WAG in Italy and the second place achieved at the PreWorlds in Debrecen was very good showing it is possible to improve and get good results.

A very few pilots tried to achieve some National records but didn’t succeed. 

Slovenia had the last HAB Nationals in 2005. In 2010 it will be organized again as a logger only event and the intention is having the competition every year from now on. The small local competitions will also be a good practice for the pilots wishing to represent Slovenia in the international events. The plan is to run all events using the AXMERG which was translated and will be updated after the publication of the AXMERG 2010 version.

For the 2010 Worlds there is a plan of cooperation between the Slovenian competitors to share important data and strategies together with a Team Manager.
Balloon Clubs
There are 17 active balloon clubs operating in Slovenia and 11 are member of the Ballooning Commission and participate in the sporting events. All the clubs have Delegates that represent each club on the Ballooning Commission.
Accidents/Incidents
There were 2 minor incidents involving ballooning in 2009 with no injuries for pilots or passengers.
Conclusion
Solvenian ballooning has not change much in 2009 but there will be positive changes for 2010 with the organization of the HAB Nationals again. The Slovenian pilots have being discussing about improvements and new technologies which is quite encouraging.

From the recreational and commercial flying point of view it has been a good year for Slovenian aerostation.

Gabriela Slavec

CIA Alternate Delegate, Slovenia
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