Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 12 - 13 March 2010         
Appendix 13b

Minutes of AX Working Group Meeting

10th March 2010, Lausanne

1. Roll call


AX-WG:
Uwe Schneider - Chairman


Mathijs deBruijn


David Levin


Eric Decellieres


David Bareford - excused

Observers: 

	Soejima
	Hiromori
	Japan

	Furukawa
	Hiromi
	Japan

	Stener
	Bengt
	Sweden

	Weber
	Claude
	Luxembourg

	Ireland
	Steve
	Australia

	Grubbström
	John
	Sweden

	Handl
	Sabrina
	Germany

	Sullivan
	Mark
	USA

	Clegg
	Felicity
	South Africa

	Baird
	Andrew
	USA

	Jones
	Derrick
	USA

	Handl
	Stefan
	Germany

	Paenen
	Rudy
	Belgium

	Stanley
	Rupert
	UK

	Slavec
	Gabriela
	Slovenia

	André
	Marc
	Switzerland

	André
	Lukas
	Switzerland

	Stürzlinger
	Gerald
	Austria

	Lockyer
	Garry
	Canada


2. Check of 2010 rules for Cat 1 events

1. European Women 2010 LTU (checked) OK, give more local driving law details in II.8 or refer to GB 
2. Tochigi JPN 2010  (checked) OK
3. WBT LUX 2010 (checked) OK
4. Worlds HUN 2010 (not received, check pending)

AX-WG recommends that the European Women 2010, Tochigi JPN 2010 and WBT LUX 2010 rules are approved as submitted in the last version.


All organisers agreed to use the AXMER 2010 resp. AXMERG 2010 (JPN approval to be confirmed). 


The AX-WG would monitor, that only the allowed and approved changes would be made in the event rules, RSC will approach the bureau for final approval and the relevant jury will check final compliance with the changes agreed.

All other rules for Cat 1 events will be checked by AX-WG and proposed to RSC for final approval by the bureau.
Motion: 
that the rules for European Women 2010, Tochigi JPN 2010 and WBT LUX 2010 are approved 
3. AXMER Review

The following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- there was a protest in 2009 where a competitor flew out of the map and re-entered. It was not defined if he was allowed to do so until now. Therefore the following rule addition is proposed:

7.1
CONTEST AREA


An area defined by reference to the Official Competition Map, published at the start of the Event. Tasks will not be set, and results will not be measured, outside this area. Once a competitor has flown out of the contest area, he may not re-enter for the purpose of achieving further results.

- it was found that dome type PZ would cover better the needs of a red PZ than the cylinder shaped ones giving competitors better possibility to avoid them. Motorways could be defined as a series of domes.
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To allow for their use, the rule is proposed:

7.3.2
Circular PZs (cylinder or dome shape) shall be defined by the center point map reference and radius in meters and/or feet. PZs with natural boundaries shall be defined by marked copies of the competition map to each competitor individually.
- in order to adapt to local regulations, it is proposed to define the distance to be kept to livestock in Section II

10.6
LIVESTOCK AND CROP


Balloons shall not fly closer than defined in Section II from livestock or buildings containing livestock, and competitors and crews must not damage crops unless given permission by the landowner or person responsible for the crop. Penalty: up to 1000 competition points.

II. 7
LIVESTOCK AND CROP (10.6)
Balloons shall not fly closer than <*500 ft*> from livestock or buildings containing livestock. 
<* Provide local and seasonal information concerning livestock and crop. *>
- it is proposed to make all ground contact penalties to be competition point penalties and to lower the penalty for light ground contact inside 200 m to a goal/target resp. an MMA to 100 points

11.4
GROUND CONTACT 1


After passing over the boundary of any launch area, no part of the balloon or anything attached to it may make contact with the ground or water surface or anything resting on or attached to the ground, until the last task has been completed. Penalty for each contact is 100 competition points if light or 200 competition points if solid. Note: A contact is solid if as a result a change of motion of the basket or the envelope is observed.

11.5
GROUND CONTACT 2


No part of the balloon or anything attached to it may make contact with the ground or water surface or anything resting on or attached to the ground, (marker excepted) within 200 meters of any goal/target set by the Director or selected by the competitor. Penalty for each contact is 100 competition points if light or 500 competition points if solid. Note: A contact is solid if as a result a change of motion of the basket or the envelope is observed.
- definition of task ordinary/conventional measuring methods (better wording)

14.7.2
Within 200m, tape/surveying should be used. If there is reason to believe that a GPS measurement may be more accurate or safer for officials/crew than tape/surveying , a GPS measurement shall be recorded.

Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented
4. AXMERG Review

Besides all changes (where applicable) as proposed in the AXMER the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- definition of the mark where the competitor is scored to
6.5.3
An electronic mark recorded by a competitor’s GPS-equipment can only be used if the equipment has been approved by the director before the flight. Otherwise the competitor will be scored to his nearest electronic mark of the official logger, nearest physical mark or landing position, whichever is best. A score to a track point will not be made.

- taking over least advantageous interpretation of evidence available from AXMER. Strike last sentence as it is cared for in another rule.

12.15.2
If the marker has earlier been seen by an official on the ground and is estimated within the Marker Measuring Area then the official's evidence together with the logger's data will be used to determine the competitor's result based on the least advantageous interpretation of evidence available. The result will be the best 3D-distance from the goal/target to the track, or the radius of the MSA, whichever is better.


- Marker Scoring Area (MSA) renamed into Marker Measuring Area (MMA)

(in 12.19 and all other affected rules)

12.19
MARKER MEASURING SCORING AREA

12.19.1
The MMA MSA is an area defined by a radius around a goal/target or an otherwise clearly defined area within which results will be achieved by markers.

- better definition of horizontal Distance 

12.21.5
In tasks without goals or targets the horizontal distance (2D distance) between points will be used to calculate results.

Motion: that the changes to the AXMERG are approved as presented

5. AXMER and AXMERG combined rules:
AXMERG were developed from AXMER to take care of competitions with logger scoring and without use of observer. Last year we set us the goal of creating one set of MER applicable to all kinds of competitions mentioned. This set of rules is now produced. They are based on AXMERG and wherever in AXMER there is a different rule, this rule is printed as an alternative rule if the type of event requires.



The aim is to have a single set of MER from 2011 onwards. In the meantime organisers are encouraged to use them in all competitions except world and continental championship and all interested people to check and report findings / improvements. (French nationals will use the combined rules)

6. Input of other WG and SC


recommendations from Jury board
Multi-meeting together with ScWG resolve wording 

7. Recommendation to other WG and SC


· COH to include tolerance on old markers (dimensions, weight)

· COH to include a directors check list prior to competition, one point to be checking of markers (dimensions, weight)

8. Business for 2010/2011
· check combined AXMER and AXMERG rules

· Work on AXMERG 6.5.3 first sentence

· Review task data of GBM task 

· look into penalties trying have point penalties only (avoid meters, angle, etc.) and to find better adapted penalty height (avoiding harshness) (GL volunteers to produce a concrete proposal until Sept 1st 2010.)
Investigate to not penalize light ground contact outside 200 m or MMA

9. Property of GPS/Logger track
The AX-WG considers the GPS/Logger track to be property of the competitor.

The GPS/logger tracks of all competitors in Cat. I events (Gordon Bennett excluded) shall not be made available to the public and that the GPS/Logger track is the property of the competitor. 

The AX-WG recommends that the Event Director establishes a procedure that the competitor can retrieve his track at the earliest after downloading to enable him to check that his results are correct.


It is recommended that no publication of tracks shall be made without the competitor’s approval. 

This recommendation is not intended to regulate the use of GPS/logger tracks for Live tracking and for public relation purposes. 


Motion: That the GPS/logger tracks of all competitors in Cat. I events (Gordon Bennett excluded) shall not be made available to the public without permission of the competitor and that the GPS/Logger track is the property of the competitor. 

Motion: The relevant Sub Committees and Working Groups within CIA shall amend their relevant documents to be inline with the AX-WG recommendations.

10. Proposed 2010/2011 Working Group Members and Chairperson
Uwe Schneider   (GER) 
delegate -  Chairman 



Mathijs deBruijn  (NED) 
delegate



David Levin        (USA)
alt. delegate



Eric Decellieres  (FRA)
alt. delegate

David Bareford   (GBR)
expert

Summary of Motions to the plenary:

Motion: 
that the rules for 2010 Cat 1 events are approved 

Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented 

Motion: 
that the AXMERG are approved as presented

Motion: The GPS/Logger track to be property of the competitor.


Motion: the relevant SC and WG within CIA to harmonize their relevant documents to be inline with the AX-WG consideration.
The Ax-WG recommends that the Event Director establishes a procedure that the competitor can retrieve his track at the earliest moment after download to enable him to check that his results are correct.


It is recommended that no publication of the track shall be made without the competitors approval. Life tracking does not fall under this rule. The tracks may be used for public relation purposes only after they have been made anonymous.

Motion: the relevant SC and WG within CIA to harmonize their relevant documents to be inline with the AX-WG consideration. 
Note: 
CIA has set a money penalty for late entry of event rules (60 days prior to the CIA meeting). Penalty is 10 € per day late. Rule is included in organisers agreement.











AXWG 26/03/10

