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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE

BALLOONING COMMISSION  CIA
COMMISSION D’AEROSTATION


CIA RULES SUBCOMMITTEE 
Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code Working Group Meeting Minutes
Meeting held at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne
on Wednesday March 10th 2010 from 14:00 to 17:45
WG Members : 
JC Weber, chairman

present



Don Cameron, member

present
Hans Akerstedt, member
present



Alan Blount, member

excused



Les Purfield, member

excused
1. FAI Statutes and By-Laws changes adopted by the FAI GC in October 2009
· No significant changes were made during the year 2009 
2. SC General Section changes adopted by CASI in 2009
· No significant changes were made during the year 2009 
3. Proposed SC GS changes
3.1 Violation of Airspace

The CIA Plenary meeting in March 2008 agreed to its Jury Board recommendation that the CIA shall request CASI to change GS 5.2.2.2 and 5.2.2.3 and move airspace violations from rule 5.2.2.3 (unsporting behavior) to rule 5.2.2.2 (serious infringements), and to change “violations of airspace” in 5.2.2.3 to read “willful violations of airspace”. It was indeed felt that in ballooning not all “intentional” airspace violations can be avoided for safety reasons and can therefore not be considered as “unsporting behavior”. A proposal to modify Para 5.2.2.2 and Para 5.2.2.3 of the Sporting Code General Section was rejected by CASI.

As the General Section dispositions are only given “as a guide”, the WG therefore recommends amending the following paragraph in the Sporting Code Section One, Annex 3 – GENERAL RULES FOR FIRST CATEGORY SPORTING EVENTS:
4. Conduct
Entrants and Competitors and their crews are required to behave in a sportsmanlike manner, and to comply with the directions of the Event officials. Inconsiderate behavior or airspace violations shall be penalised by the Event Director.

This proposed amendment would give the Event Director the desired flexibility.

3.2 Proposal to amend S1 5.6 (introduced by the CIA delegate from Germany )

The Rules SC chairman asked the Statutes, By-Laws & Sporting Code WG to have a look at the S1 chapter 5.6 invitations procedures to clarify the World- and Continental Championships invitation procedures and to submit the conclusions to the Rules SC. A proposal below for new wording of para 5.6 was submitted and discussed by the WG members, and it was found that the rules as written should remain as they are for the time being. However, the WG decided to write an explanation paper regarding para 5.6 – INVITATION AND ENTRY PROCEDURES FOR WORLD- AND CONTINENTAL REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, to be added as ANNEX 5 to the Sporting Code Section One. 
3.3 Reimbursement of entry-fees
A motion by Canada “That the CIA RSC S1 WG shall be tasked to study the issue of reimbursement of Entry Fees for legitimate reasons, and make recommendations to the Plenary in 2010” was adopted by the CIA Plenary and therefore the S1WG was tasked to study this proposal and to present its conclusions to the 2010 Plenary.

Conclusion:

The Sporting Code General Section deals with the issue of the return of entry fees in Category One events in 3.15.2, where it states that “A competitor or team who withdraws shall have no right to the return of any fees.” Therefore the SC S1 does not deal with this in Chapter 5 (Worlds, Continentals, WAG, CAT1 events), but only in Chapter 7 events (CIA Sporting Events, CAT2 events), for which the General Section dispositions do not apply. The WG feels that the provisions in the GS are adequate and allow the competitor to claim the return of the entry fees, although he does not have the “right” to reimbursement. In fact, there may be situations where a return of entry fees is not appropriate/mandated because the organiser may already have committed the entry fees and is therefore no longer in a position to oblige.
For clarification purposes the WG recommends to introduce the same wording as in rule S1 7.1.10 into S1 Chapter 5: 

5.5.6
 RETURN OF ENTRY FEES

If the contest does not take place, is cancelled or stopped except for reasons of force majeure, entry fees shall be returned in full by the organising NAC. A competitor or team who withdraws shall have no right to the return of any fees. However, it is at the discretion of the organizer to refund.
3.4 Provision for money penalty to be introduced in the OA

The CIA Plenary decided to introduce a 10.- Euros per day money penalty for late remittance of Event Rules (later than 60 days prior to the CIA Plenary meeting concerned).  Therefore appropriate provisions have been introduced into the FAI/CIA Organiser Agreement as follows:

Organiser Agreement – Schedule 2 – Organisation

(xii)      
to provide to the CIA Rules Subcommittee chairperson by email, at least 60 days prior to the CIA Plenary Meeting scheduled to grant the event sanction, one digital file containing the complete set of Competition Rules in an editable format (MS WORD). Non-compliance with this requirement will carry a financial penalty of 10.- Euros per day late, and which will be added to the sanction fee as defined in SCHEDULE 1 - FINANCE, 1.1.(ii)

3.5 Proposal  to amend Para. S1 5.4 
The Sporting Code Section 1 currently reads: 
5.4.       CANCELLATION
The organiser may not stop, cancel or transfer a First Category Sporting Event to 
another place or date except for reasons of force majeure.

7.1.6 
CANCELLATION

The organiser may not stop, cancel or transfer a CIA SPORTING EVENT to 
another place or date except for reasons of force majeure.

In order to allow the CIA more flexibility when dealing with organizer requests for changes, the RSC Statutes, By-Laws & Sporting Code WG proposed a motion, presented to the Plenary with the RSC Report (item 21 – S1WG Report, appendix 13e), to modify the Sporting Code para. 5.4 and para. 7.1.6 to read:  

5.4 
Changes to approved Event particulars
 
The organiser may not change or otherwise modify any of the event particulars approved and sanctioned by the CIA except by CIA authorization.

 
7.1.6 The organiser may not change or otherwise modify any of the event particulars approved and sanctioned by the CIA except by CIA authorization.

5.4 
Changes to approved Event particulars
 
The organiser may not change or otherwise modify any of the event particulars approved and sanctioned by the CIA except by CIA authorization.

 
7.1.6
The organiser may not change or otherwise modify any of the event particulars approved and sanctioned by the CIA except by CIA authorization.

3.6 Proposal to amend 5.6.6 PROCEDURES FOR CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRANTS WHO FAIL TO APPEAR

The WG decided to not change the PROCEDURES FOR CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRANTS WHO FAIL TO APPEAR and to not retain the proposal that a no-show entrant who is listed as a no-show for a second event shall be disqualified from participating in any FAI Category 1 event for an additional period of five calendar years. 

The WG felt that the present dispositions are adequate.

4. Proposed Motions to the CIA Plenary Meeting 

Motion 1:

To amend the Sporting Code Section One, Annex 3 – GENERAL RULES FOR FIRST CATEGORY SPORTING EVENTS to read:
4. Conduct

Entrants and Competitors and their crews are required to behave in a sportsmanlike manner, and to comply with the directions of the Event officials. Inconsiderate behavior or airspace violations shall be penalised by the Event Director.

Motion 2:

To amend the Sporting Code Section One, Chapter 5, by adding a new paragraph to read: 

5.5.6
 RETURN OF ENTRY FEES

If the contest does not take place, is cancelled or stopped except for reasons of force majeure, entry fees shall be returned in full by the organising NAC. A competitor or team who withdraws shall have no right to the return of any fees. However, it is at the discretion of the organizer to refund.

Motion 3:
To amend the Sporting Code Section One para. 5.4 and para 7.1.6 to read:


5.4 
Changes to approved Event particulars
 
The organiser may not change or otherwise modify any of the event particulars approved and sanctioned by the CIA except by CIA authorization.

 
7.1.6
The organiser may not change or otherwise modify any of the event particulars approved and sanctioned by the CIA except by CIA authorization.
Motion 4:

The CIA RSC Statutes, By-Laws & Sporting Code WG to write an explanation paper regarding para 5.6 – INVITATION AND ENTRY PROCEDURES FOR WORLD- AND CONTINENTAL REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS, to be added as ANNEX 5 to the Sporting Code Section One. 

5. Proposed Composition of the Working Group for 2009
· Chairman

J.C. Weber
· Members

Hans Akerstedt
Don Cameron

Alan Blount

Les Purfield

J.C. Weber, chairman

RSC Statutes, By-Laws and Sporting Code Working Group

CIA Plenary
Lausanne, March 2010
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