Minutes of the EnvC Meeting - 6 February 2010
Appendix 5

FAI Environmental Commission, CIA Delegate’s report to the 2010 FAI Ballooning Commission Annual Meeting (CIA Plenary) Lausanne, Switzerland 10 – 13 March

The 2010 FAI Environmental Commission (EnvC) meeting was held at Nue-Isenberg, Germany on February 6 2010. I was unable to attend this meeting but I have been included in all correspondence and have been able to give input from the FAI Ballooning Commission’s (CIA) perspective.
As mentioned in my report to the 2009 CIA Plenary the EnvC in its 2010 meeting is still concerned that sport aviation is increasingly coming under public scrutiny and in some countries direct government regulation for our environmental impact. The main areas are greenhouse gases, noise and direct impact on flora and fauna (mainly birds). But there are a few smaller issues such as the development of new fuels etc.
The EnvC still feels that it is better to be proactive in the FAI’s approach to sport aviation’s environmental impact rather than just waiting for the legislators to legislate.

I have included the minutes of the above mentioned meeting at the end of this report.

These are some of the topics that were discussed but I recommend that the minutes of the meeting are read to see more detail:-
· Raising awareness among the NACs and ASCs has proved difficult. ASC’s need to be convinced that environmental matters are everybody’s responsibilities not just the EnvC. 
· CANS (FAI Commission on Airspace and Navigation Systems) is taking an interest in environmental matters, because of airspace restrictions imposed for environmental reasons. It is proposed that the EnvC and CANS have a combined meeting in the near future.
· The Environmental Management Systems (EMS) has not been adopted by any organisation and it is felt that its requirements and process need to be simplified.  Germany and Norway are working on a simplified version of the EMS and will make their documents available in due course.
· The President, Dr. Michael Goth and Vice President, Bernald Smith have been attending meetings and liaising with relevant organisations in the best interests of the EnvC and the FAI. These include internal FAI meetings as well as others (see attached minutes).
The primary concern is that of sport aviation’s public image and the perception of sport aviation’s environmental impact.

The CIA should continue to support the EC’s work as this will have an impact on ballooning in the future.

Steve Ireland

CIA Delegate to the FAI Environmental Commission












































































































































































































