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The report of ballooning activities in Finland year 2009
The number of balloonists is about the same.  Licensed pilots 62 and some more balloons.

Some new pilots are under training.

Ballooning is getting more and more commercial.

Finnish nationals were held in Mantsala, in south of Finland in august.

The city of Mantsala wants to be the Finnish City of Ballooning.

They made a very good competition.  We had number of volunteers helping us.
We had only eight pilots participating.  We made seven flights and nine tasks.

We used the loggers for the first time.

Media coverage was great.  We were in seven newspapers, two radio channels and 

at country-wide TV.

In centre part of Finland was organised a balloon rally where all the flights were flown during the night time.

We also had some non competition balloon-meetings.  

The greatest thing in our ballooning last year was of course the flight of our team in Gordon Bennet.

Team Olli Luoma and Ben Mattsson was the first Finnish team participating GB.

They made a great flight and was the first gas balloon team ever flying from Europe to Africa.

We had also three teams flying in Europeans.  Success was not very good but we are learning.

We held one safety seminar.

We had no accidents.
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