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United States report 2010 CIA meeting

Ballooning in the United States is in a slight decline. 

Balloon manufactures are down about 30% due to the economic slow down and corporate balloon programs being cut back or eliminated.   

Competition ballooning is stable with some new pilots starting to join the competitive ranks. 

Several events have been forced to cancel and most events have fewer pilots attending. 

A major insurance problem has surfaced in the last few weeks. IMC the largest balloon insurance provider will now charge it’s customers a fee of $257.00 if they register for the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  For many pilots this will be a 25% increase to what that are already paying.  Needless to say this is causing quite a fuss with the pilots and the event organizers.   

Beat Regards,

Mark Sullivan
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