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CIA Plenary meeting 2010
UK report

The British weather allowed more flights this year despite a wet June, July and August.  There are approximately 900 licensed aerostat pilots who flew about 19,000 flights and as many hours last year. It was another safe year with only 7 injuries and no fatalities. We are presently trying to align our instructor system to comply with EASA rules when they become mandatory; this involves training up many more instructors and this is underway. We have over the last two years converted to EASA certificate of airworthiness for balloons which has meant more work and paper despite the previous system having appeared faultless. Balloons manufactured remained virtually static at 170.
Over 18 ballooning events took place over the year including a successful Bristol and Northampton meet. The nationals had mixed weather but allowed 4 flights producing 12 tasks. British pilots once again appeared at many competitive events abroad and produced 4 podium places in CIA sanctioned events. 
We have a very active membership in the British Balloon & Airship Museum Group whose members inflate old balloons and spent much time promoting the heritage of ballooning. 

We are proud to host the 2010 Gordon Bennett. This will take place in Bristol, still regarded as the centre of ballooning in Britain. We have the Duke of Edinburgh and Sir Richard Branson as patrons and we are looking towards a successful event.
David Bareford
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