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2009  Report from Japan, 








Sabu Ichiyoshi,

Japan did Saga International Balloon Fiesta, Tochigi Hot-Air Balloon Int’l Championship and total 
of 27 balloon meetings. during 2009.

Two examiner seminars, 6 instructor seminars and 9 courses for pilots under training.

We received 19 accident report 3 with minor injuries. No fatal accident
Current balloon insurance doesn’t exactly cover our requirements, some insurance company withdrew balloon insurance. And this is the big issue now for us.. Our federation is working with insurance coordinator to establish a new balloon insurance at reasonable cost. which can cover our needs. 
Balloon propane cylinders, handling storing way of propane for ballooning might be a problem in near future. Some says that balloonist are carrying too many propane on normal vehicle.

Filled propane cylinders are kept in parking vehicles. Non Japanese valves and adaptors can not be accepted etc.  We do not have good solution yet to avoid these claims without stopping our activity.
Yoshihiro & Minako Inoue were killed in July 2009.

While they were driving Kyushu Hi-way on their way to Saga.

Due to heavy rain by typhoon, their vehicle was hit by a sudden land avalanche.

After two days, rescue team dug out completely crushed car and their bodies..

Minako Inoue is the holder of current FAI World Duration Record for woman of 7 hours 04 minutes.

Her husband Yoshihiro was one of the most expected competition pilot to win national championship.

Japan lost the most enthusiastic pilot couple who loves ballooning.

Finally, Balloon Federation of Japan and National Aero Club of Japan are wishing to host CIA in Tokyo in 2011, hope CIA supports this idea.
