Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 12 - 13 March 2010                
Attachment  8h

BALLOONING IN LITHUANIA YEAR 2009
Lithuania is a country with 3 million population but in terms of ballooning it equals 30.   

National’s since 1990.(1991) We try to follow the tradition of organizing National’s at any cost. The very first championship was canceled, in fact just postponed to 1991, because of the Russian blockade,- there was no petrol and propane.  
Even during very difficult times we were trying to organize National’s. N. Robertson from UK was our friend and adviser in Rumsiskes in 1991.Many thanks for him!
17th Lithuanian championship. Still the most important event for all Lithuanian pilots. In 2009 it was organized in two stages for the first time, two different places Mazeikiai and Radviliskis, total 27 tasks flown, overall winner Rimas Kostiuskevicius (Nr 10 in a World ranking). It  shows how initiative of two different organizers can be used without killing the spirit of organizers or  postponing it for the next, and next, and next…time. It also perfectly fits in concept of LBA ( Lithuanian Balloon Association),- trying to involve as many cities as possible in expanding the geography of balloon events, and encouraging every organizer to “use his ability” in finding local recourses and bringing new attractive moments in to local scenery of leisure events. The separate scoring was made for young (up to 26) and female pilots. The purpose was not to “produce more champions” (why not?),- the purpose was to encourage both young and female pilots. The result is clearly positive,- several young and female pilots both new balloons and started flying their “own way” without a long hesitation, clearly showing their interest especially in competition flying. Young and bold pilots.
In 2007 we prepared 20 new (mostly very young in age) at the same year we introduced a new category Youth championships. As the result,- motivation of young pilots to compete became immediately very clear and Rokas Kostiuskevicius took a 36 place at the Europeans.
2009 seven Lithuanian teams participated in European’s in France. 
The half of the annual budget of Lithuanian Balloon Association goes for preparation and participation in FAI category 1 events.
We are always advising pilots to go for the competition to the countries,- best world event organizers: France, Japan, USA.
The experience they are bringing back is compulsory for the development of their personal skills as a pilots and as the organizers. The disadvantage,- very high cost.
As you all know, last year Lithuania was granted the right to organize the very first European Ladies’ championship. The interest is great and we believe it was the right decision of the conference, despite some opposition. The first Ladies’ pre-Europeans were success, the results 
(and the latest news ) can be seen at http://www.eurowomen2010hab.org  
Everybody knows the song “neu und neunzig luftballons”,- we were exactly at  the point, total amount of registered balloons in Lithuania have reached 99 at the end of 2009. The grow look not very essential if you compare with the previous years, only 5 new balloons, but still…. The number of pilots has reached 150, - it doesn’t  look that bad for LT either.
Therefore we think is really time for CIA to establish a new category for young pilots. The age limit can be 26 for example.
Future. LBA is looking forward for the year 2014, we’ll be bidding for the world championship.
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