Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 12 - 13 March 2010                   
Attachment 8a

CIA Delegate, Australia report to the 2010 FAI Ballooning Commission Annual Meeting (CIA Plenary) Lausanne, Switzerland 10 – 13 March

Introduction:
Aerostation in Australia in 2009 has remained much the same as 2008 with the private ballooning community being quite active and the commercial balloon sector still flying many thousands of passengers particularly in the popular tourist locations.
Private Ballooning: 
There has been a slight decrease in students, private pilots and instructors but this is all in single digits so is not of any concern at this stage. There are many club flying weekends held throughout the year with considerable participation.
Competition Ballooning: 
Australia conducts its Hot air balloon (HAB) Nationals every second year between HAB World Championships and contrary to my report to last year’s plenary, an Australian Nationals was held in early July. To the credit of the organisers they were able to organise a successful event on very short notice and this was the first time Australia has had a logger only Nationals. We were fortunate to have the Director of the 2010 HAB Worlds (Mathijs de Bruijn) as the Director of this event. The weather was excellent and 29 tasks were flown and as the majority of pilots have never experienced logger only tasks it was a great learning experience. Paul Gibbs was the winner with Edwin Michell hot on his heels and Peter Wright in third place.
The good news continues as the Australian Ballooning Federation (ABF)  has already received a bid to hold the 2011 Nationals.
Commercial Ballooning: 
This year has been a reasonably good year for the charter operators but toward the end of the year there were signs that passenger numbers were dropping by about 10%.

Balloon Clubs:

At the time of writing there are 5 active balloon clubs operating in Australia, these clubs represent all the States and Territories of the country and are all affiliated with the ABF. All the clubs have Delegates that represent each club on the committee of the ABF.

Accidents/Incidents:

There were 2 serious accidents involving injuries to passengers and several incidents that resulted in serious balloon damage but no injuries to pilot or passengers. The 2 serious accidents were both involving large passenger carrying balloons and are still under investigation by the Australian Transport Safety Bureau and the Civil Aviation Safety Authority. 
Conclusion:
Australian ballooning has remained in a steady state in 2009 and this is quite encouraging. The Australian Nationals was a great success and has definitely enthused both organisers and competitors to become involved in the future and apart from the 2 accidents mentioned above it has been a good year for Australian aerostation.
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CIA Delegate, Australia
