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Report of the hot air balloon activity 

in Hungary.

2010.

50 hot air balloons  were operated in Hungary in 2010. The number of the hot air balloon pilots were 56. All of them are the member of the Hot Air Balloon Section of the Hungarian Aeronautical Association.

There are 24 balloon clubs in Hungary and 50-60 well trained officials (observers, jurors, competition officials) most of them have got international experience.

Fortunately we didn’t have any accidents, injuries in 2010.

The number of  pilots, balloons having valid airworthiness and the hours flown decreased significantly during the last 2-3 years in Hungary. The global economic crisis hit Hungary to a large extent and the decreasing number of sponsors, the lack of financial resources and the dinamically inreasing prices have made very negativ effect on the Hungarian  ballooning society and resulted a characteristic decline in the ballooning activity, as well.
Despite the  deteriorating circumstances and the severe financial situation  we succeeded in organising  the 19th FAI World Hot Air Balloon Championship  succesfully in Debrecen between 02-10 October, 2010. It was a great challenge and needed tremondous efforts from everybody to organise and run the largest World Championship ever to be held (118 pilots) in the most economic way but meet the requirements and standards of the CIA. In our opinion it was a professionally directed, well organised Event where the best pilot  won the title of world champion  in a fair competition. 
We would like to thank very much for the understanding and support of all Delagates and the Plennary having accepted last year our proposal concerning the increase of the entry fees. Special thanks and appreciation for the Event Director, Matthijs de Bruijn, and for all officials and volunteers participated.
The successful World Championship has made a significant contribution to the higher publicity of the ballooning sport in Hungary.  Among the local people and also in Hungary the Worlds was very popular and could collect a lot of new fans. For proving this fact let us mention only one data: 1300 photos and drawings  related to the balloning have arrived from the local people for the Drawing and Photo Competition published in Debrecen before the Event. At the Award Ceremony each pilot has received one drawing made by local people.

Our firm intention is  that the „story” of the hot air balloning in Debrecen will not come to an end with this Event. Due to the narrow means this year we are forced to organise the Debrecen Cup without FAI Sanction but next year we will apply again for the Sanction of the FAI First Category Event and we are planning of bidding again for the Europeans in the near future.
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