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BALLOONING IN LITHUANIA YEAR 2010
The geography of our competition flying in 2010 extends from Keila, Estonia to Bethlehem, South African Republic, including our neighbor countries Poland, Germany, Hungary, Czeck Republic, Russia, Luxemburg.

Our Nationals this year was a big success again - during the whole week - complicated weather, but still 14 tasks flown, with a  winner Rimas Kostiuskevicius.

It is true, Rimas is addicted to win, he became Lithuanian Champion for the n-plus- one time and came second this year at the Worlds with his airship… But beating Rimas in acompetition flying is no longer a tabu,  his son Rokas came first in a national ranking with 747 average points. Second in national ranking list - Vytautas Sviderskis - he also took 6-th place at the Worlds in Debrecen.  
The highlight of ballooning in Lithuania in 2010 was therefore the 1st European Championship for Ladies in Alytus. I was lucky to be the Deputy of Mathijs de Bruijn an excellent CD and we all together  spend a really challenging and very pleasant week! We did you see so many lady-pilots in one place before? During few days total 15 tasks were flown and Gabriela Slavec (Slovenia) became first Female European Champion leaving behind Lindsay Muir United Kingdom) and Jolanta Matejczuk (Poland). Our pilot Kristina Sunaitiene missed the bronze medal by 30 points, still a great achievement for Lithuanian ballooning.
It looks like it could be a perfect format for the countries to host  Europeans and be able to handle it! To have 30 competitors is something different than to have 80.

Especially for countries which doesn’t have a lot of experience.
Not a lot of changes in amount of balloons, but still we added several, so in  total - exceeding 100. 
Pilot License number 164 was issued at the end of year. So far so good. 
The year was “clean”- no accidents or injuries.
This year we are coming up with another  idea – new category for the young pilots (26?) 

Lithuanian Balloon Association is also looking forward for the year 2014, we’ll be bidding for the World Championship.
CIA Delegate Robertas Komza
