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Report 2010 Switzerland

The year 2010 was marked by the celebration of 100 Years Aviation in Switzerland, marking historical events of the last century as well showing to what degree aviation had changed. A large number of big and small events all over Switzerland celebebrated milestones and pioneers. 

An important part of the history of aviation is Ballooning - the oldest air vehicel being the balloon. Logically, numerous events included balloon starts and rides, attracting large and enthusiastic crowds.

Even though the weather did not always comply to the extent pilots and organizers had hoped, it was a year without accidents and for the Swissa balloon sports especially succeful. The Open Swiss National Championship in Hot Air Ballooning resultet in great sports, Switzerland celebrated the world champion in Hot Air Airships, a medal at the World Championship in Hot Air Ballooining and the winner of the Gordon Bennett Race with a ride all the way from England to the Black Sea. Such success is only possible with excellent pilots, motivated teams and an environment supporting balloon sports. The Swiss Ballooning Association has a strong focus on competition, with dedicated support for the National Team, but also with a professional organization and execution of the Swiss National Championship. Both are key to success also on international level.

The Swiss Ballooning Association has also in 2010 offered a event on safety, drawing the attention of pilots and initiating safety relevant dialogues between all parties involved in safe ballooning. In cooperation with the Aero Club of Switzerland the Ballooning Association worked in a constructive manner to influence future rules and laws affecting ballooning in coming years.

A sports association needs a rising generation. Young pilots as well as teacher have confirmed also in 2010 that the Swiss Ballooning Assocation offers a professional training concept with motivated, highly educated trainers. This is a prerequsite to continue - together with local balloon clubs - drawing the attention of young people to ballooning as a sport and giving them the environment that is the basis for future success.
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