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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE

BALLOONING COMMISSION  (CIA)
COMMISSION D’AEROSTATION


Minutes of AX Working Group Meeting

9th March 2011, Tokyo
1. Roll call


AX-WG:
Uwe Schneider - Chairman


Mathijs deBruijn


David Levin


David Bareford – excused


Eric Decellieres - resigned

Claude Weber – proposed member
Observers: 

	Soejima
	Hiromori
	Japan

	Furukawa
	Hiromi
	Japan

	Bradley
	Troy
	USA

	Chan
	Andy
	Hongkong

	Ireland
	Steve
	Australia

	Van Geyte
	Luc
	Belgium

	Handl
	Sabrina
	Germany

	Sullivan
	Mark
	USA

	Kus
	Jon
	USA

	Baird
	Andrew
	USA

	Jones
	Derrick
	USA

	Besnainou
	Martine
	France

	Muir
	Lindsay
	UK

	Mityagin
	Yuri
	Russia

	André
	Lukas
	Switzerland

	Stürzlinger
	Gerald
	Austria

	Lockyer
	Garry
	Canada


2. Check of 2011 rules for Cat 1 events

1. Tochigi Hot Air Balloon International Championship, Tochigi, Japan OK
2. 18th European Hot Air Balloon Championship, Lleida, Spain tbChecked
3. World Balloon Trophy, Luxembourg tbChecked
4. 1st FAI Women's World Hot Air Balloon Championship, Latvia 
AX-WG recommends that the European Women 2010, Tochigi JPN 2011 rules are approved as submitted.


All other organisers agreed to use the AXMER 2011.

The AX-WG will monitor the correct conversion to MER2011 and will approach the RSC for final approval and the relevant jury will check final compliance with the changes agreed.

Future rules for Cat 1 events will be checked by AX-WG and proposed to RSC for final approval by the bureau.
Motion: 
that the rules for Tochigi JPN 2011 are approved 
3. AXMER and AXMERG combined rules:


The aim for the current year was to have a single set of MER from 2011 onwards merged from AXMER and AXMERG. This aim is achieved and we propose to have only AXMER in the future.

4. AXMER Review

The following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- The following rule addition is proposed:

2.2.2
If a flight crew and/or passenger flying in the basket has competed in any previous national or international balloon competition (events), continental or world championship or WAG, he must be of the same nationality as the competitor.

- Proposed wording regarding backup loggers of competitors:
6.13.3
An electronic mark recorded by a competitor’s GPS-equipment can only be used if the equipment has been approved by the director before the flight or specific rules under Section II have been followed.
- Contest Area re-entering rule from last year was found to be inappropriate and not being in line with scoring area re-entering. Rule request of Jury answered with: what is not forbidden is allowed. 
7.1
CONTEST AREA


An area defined by reference to the Official Competition Map, published at the start of the Event. Tasks will not be set, and results will not be measured, outside this area. Once a competitor has flown out of the contest area, he may not re-enter for the purpose of achieving further results.
- allow for alternative map coordinates than 8 digit format or 3-digit predefined goal number. e.g. GPS coordinate.
7.8
MAP COORDINATES


To identify a point on the competition map, the coordinates must be written in eight-digit format (First four digits west/east and the second four digits south/north. Easting then Northing.) or one of the formats as defined in Section II. For goal declaration of pre-defined goals, the 3-digit goal number complete goal number of the published list may be used. Penalty for inappropriate but unambiguous declarations is 100 task points.  
II.24
MAP COORDINATES

<* The basic map coordinate of a UTM map with WGS84 datum is:

32K (Zone reference, where 32=zone and K=latitude band)

458565 (6 digit Easting)

5552261 (7 digit Northing) *>


To identify a point on the competition map, the coordinates must be written in one of the following formats:

<* 6-7 format: this complies with the standard UTM grid format. First six digits easting and second, seven digits northing. (e.g. 458565-5552261 alternatively 0458565-5552261)

4-4 format: this format uses two times four-digits. First four digits easting and the second four digits northing. (e.g. 5857-5226), leaving out the 1m digit.

a target list number according to the list provided for the competition at hand. *>.

Coordinates may be written in one of the following formats:

<* If the competition area is completely in one zone, the zone reference may be omitted. 

Easting’s may be written with a leading 0 (zero) making it 7 digits.

Easting’s may be separated from Northing’s by: a carriage return (= new line), by a blank space, by the minus character or the slash character. In all cases the parts of the coordinates shall be clearly separated and with Easting’s first. *>

- Completion of task better defined in regard to marker drop
8.4.3
When markers are used, dropping the marker(s) of a task inside the set MMA indicates the completion of that task and the start of the follow on task, if applicable.

- penalty for wrong marker drop also applied also to electronic marks and multiple electronic mark defined.

8.4.8
Marker order. Unless track points are used, the task data shall specify for each task the marker(s) and/or electronic marks to be used. If no competitive advantage is gained, the penalty for releasing the wrong marker or dropping the wrong electronic mark is 25 task points per task. If more than the allowed number of physical markers is released in a task, the competitor will be scored by track point. If an electronic mark is dropped more than once, the 1st mark in time will be scored.
- Rule for multiple take-off flights 

9.2.2
In tasks where competitors select an individual launch area, the INDIVIDUAL LAUNCH POINT (ILP) is the position of the basket at the start of hot inflation. 


In tasks where multiple take-offs are allowed, unless the balloon is deflated, the landing position of the discontinued flight is considered the ILP for the next take-off.

- Rule regulating where competitors may not land at will 

11.2.2
Unless otherwise stated in the task data, a landing at will is not permitted within the a MMA where a target is displayed or within 200 meters of any physical mark of the competitor.

- Better wording in contest landing rule
11.3
CONTEST LANDING 

11.3.1
In tasks flown with markers or electronic marks, where a competitor elects not to mark release his marker, his landing will be deemed a contest landing. The scoring position for a contest landing is the final resting place of the basket. Published scoring periods and search periods apply. 
- Better wording in rule

13.2.3
A competitor may not be penalised under this rule for infringing a rule for which the penalty is not specified, if he has already been penalised under the same rule in a previous task, but has not been informed of the fact before the beginning of the task in question, except for follow-on tasks in the same flight.

- Deleted reference to exclusion of worst score as it is not used

14.8.1
The Total Score is the addition of the individual task scores while applying the rule Exclusion of worst score(s).

Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented
5. Input of other WG and SC


Multi-meeting together with ScWG resolving wording and penalties
(recommendations from Jury board too late)

6. Recommendation to other WG and SC


· none
7. Business for 2011/2012
· Review task data of GBM task 

· look into penalties trying have point penalties only (avoid meters, angle, etc.) and to find better adapted penalty height (avoiding harshness) (GL volunteers to produce a concrete proposal until August 1st 2011.)
· Modified 3D scoring will be investigated by USA
· AX-WG will contact manufacturers and universities for expertise on possible propulsion by turning vents

· Discuss marker order: present default = in order
· Discuss possibilities for competitors being taken out of competition by damage caused by another competitor (same flight: reserve equipment or after flight getting points other than zero).

· Orange PZ will be investigated by USA
8. Proposed 2011/2012 Working Group Members and Chairperson
Uwe Schneider   (GER) 
delegate -  Chairman 



Mathijs deBruijn  (NED) 
delegate



David Levin         (USA)
alt. delegate



Claude Weber     (LUX)
delegate

David Bareford    (GBR)
expert

Summary of Motions to the plenary:

Motion: 
that the rules for Tochigi JPN 2011 are approved
Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented 
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