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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE

BALLOONING COMMISSION  CIA
COMMISSION D’AEROSTATION


CIA Conference
Tokyo, Japan, 9-12 March 2011

	
	2011 AA/AM Working Group – Minutes

9th of March 2011, Tokyo


0) Committee members

Chairman
Mark Sullivan (USA)

Members:


Luc van Geyte (BEL)


Stefan Handl (GER)


David Levin (USA)


Gerald Stürzlinger (AUT)


Kurt Frieden (CHF)

Roll call:
Mark Sullivan, Luc van Geyte & Gerald Stürzlinger present, apologies for absence.
Observers:
Sabrina Handl, Stanislaw Fuodoroff, Troy Bradley, Donatella Ricci, Alexandra Semenishina, Leonid Tyukhtyaer

Minutes 2010 approval.
NOTA BENE for rule changes:
Insertions are printed like this: new words added [in green and underlined].

Deletions of words are printed like this: these words are omitted [in red and strike through].
1) List of open countries for the Gordon Bennett

Publishing a list of open countries gives the participating teams enough lead time to organize aviation and road maps and visas for entering these countries. Countries open for the competition must be open to all participating pilots and teams.
MOTION to accept a new RULE
III.
SPECIAL RULES

ARTICLE 10:


The organizing NAC shall publish the special rules at least six months before the date of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett. 

ARTICLE 11:


The special rules shall indicate:




a)
the place and date of the race;




b)
the amount of the cash prizes;




c)
the date of entry and the registration fee;




d)
the compulsory equipment required;




e)
the facilities offered to competitors;




f)
any other important information.
The list of potential open countries for the competition must be published 60 days in advance of the event. Countries open for the competition must be open to all participating pilots and teams.
2) Technical Advisor / AA-experienced Member in the Jury of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett
Last year we proposed to install a Liaison Person to work with EDS and organizers to pass on the gained experiences and knowledge for running a Gordon Bennett (eg. ATC clearances, gas filling procedures, safety precautions, etc.). The expert advice of that Liaison person was neglected / disregarded on several occasions during the 2010 GB, we have heard of earlier incidents where similar things happened.

To avoid losing the experience of organizing a Gordon Bennett, AA recommends having a jury member with some knowledge in this field to act as a technical advisor. If organizers are not listening to voluntarily offered advice by experts in the field the jury could step up to the organizers and ask them to consider the experts’ advice – to avoid common (and known) pitfalls.

“Ignore this advice at your own peril”

Recommendation
Have at least one of the Jury members for an AA event with sound gas ballooning experience to act as a technical advisor & to share knowledge in the field.
3) Inquiry about the category & classification of new balloon types
After numerous enquiries about if the Cameron balloon falls into the AA category, we need to have an unbiased source to review the specification & classification if it falls into the AA subclass.

The FAI sporting code Section 1, in Rule 2.1.1.1 defines the AA free balloon – “without pressurization of the envelope”. AS defines “pressurization”

The Gordon Bennett MER, in Chapter II General Rules, ARTICLE 6 defines Balloon Categories.
MOTION:
Set up an investigation if this new Cameron Gas Balloon falls into the AA category – and to have an answer before September 2011.

4) GB MER - Pilot License and experience / qualification – 50 hours of Gas PIC at the time of the entry date
MOTION to accept the Rule change (Gordon Bennett MER)
2.2 PILOT LICENCES AND EXPERIENCE

Both pilots must hold a valid LTA licence (free balloon) and a FAI Sporting Licence issued by their NAC. Pilots must either hold a passport or an identity card from the nominating NAC’s country, or they must have held a resident’s permit from the nominating NAC’s country for the preceding 5 years. The pilot in command must have been authorised to be pilot in command of a gas balloon for at least twelve months prior to the start of the Coupe and must have had at least 50 hours experience as pilot in command at the entry closing date and must be authorised to fly at night.
At least one of the two pilots must be able to communicate with Air Traffic Control in English and have sufficient experience in operating the navigation aids
5) Allow the Gordon Bennett to have a second line in the title
MOTION to accept the Rule change (Gordon Bennett MER)
See extra document: AA WG Minutes 2011 Annex “World Championship Title”.
6) NAC nominates Teams with numbering that has to be fixed and not changed thereafter.
A NAC nominating teams can assign distinguishing numbers like AUT-1, AUT-2, AUT-3
These numbers should stay through the whole event and not be changed at registration, after the drawing of the launch sequence or at any time.
Changing the numbers could cause confusion for public viewers at minimum, but could also complicate SAR measurements and other operational matters.

MOTION to accept an addition to a Rule (Gordon Bennett MER)
ARTICLE 7:
THE CREW

During the entire duration of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, the crew for each balloon shall be composed of no less than two persons. The pilots shall be of the nationality of the NAC having entered them. Pilots who have been a resident for the preceding five years in the same country as the NAC entering them shall be eligible to be nominated by that NAC. The nominated team numbers will remain the same as nominated by the NAC.
7) Gordon Bennett event overlapping or too close in time with other CAT-1 events
We still have problems with events running too close in time or even timely overlapping. This is a problem for competitors, team members of participants, officials, maybe even for the media coverage.

The Gordon Bennett should have priority in the first full moon in September. It has happened in the last 3 years, 2011 does not look better. Next in conflict: 2012 Woman Europeans
Recommendation:
Request EDS and future organizers to block/reserve the date of a full moon in September to avoid overlapping or events too close in time.
8) COH Competition Operation Handbook for AA
Now definitely on our Agenda – to help keeping and spreading the gained experience running a Coupe Gordon Bennett.
Take the AX COH as a model and collect the available knowledge in gas ballooning, especially in organizing the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett.

Invite other Working Groups / Subcommittees to help here.

9) Leftover from Agenda 2010: Penalties for Night Landing in the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett
The AA/AM Working Group was asked to evaluate penalizing night landings within the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett.
We find that penalizing a night landing might influence the strategic or tactic decisions for that flight, but might not reduce taking a certain amount of risk, since participants can still push the limits and decide not to land in the evening for the hope to fly through the night.
Night landings are not considered high risk when you are well equipped with night vision gear and the wind speeds are low, so one solution would not fit all circumstances.

The AA/AM working group does not support the motion to penalize night landings in a Gordon Bennett (majority vote).

We suggest starting an educational effort to emphasize safety in general during all aspects of Gordon Bennett competitions. This should apply to organizers’ decisions as well as participants’ decisions.

10) 2011/2012 WG members and Chairperson

Chairman
Mark Sullivan (USA)

Members:


Luc van Geyte (BEL)


Stefan Handl (GER)


David Levin (USA)


Gerald Stürzlinger (AUT)


Kurt Frieden (CHF)

11) Summary of recommendation from the AA/AM Working Group to the Rules Subcommittee – in extra Document!
12) FROM 2010: Keeping a list of Countries to open or countries we need to close for the 2010 and later Gordon Bennetts

Organizer have to create the list of open countries (ok to fly into) from scratch if they don’t have the same persons doing it every year. This Working Group offers the service to keep the history and the reasoning of this “open countries list”, since this body could provide more continuity to collect and distribute that information.

We will build on the experience of former organizers (especially ATC coordinators), and readily give that information to the upcoming organizers.

There are some key issues to be considered for a country to be “open”, we even could differentiate between “open to fly through the airspace” and “closed for landing”.

The AA WG appointed Liaison Person should be the keeper of the list of countries and updates to the list.

This way the experience and knowledge (of handling open countries) has a structured path and place, the WG providing the longer term stability / continuity to record and distribute that valuable information.

The AA/AM WG recommends keeping and updating the list of open countries, the reasoning and the contact persons for getting entry permissions for long distance flights – within this working group.

This List of open countries will be a chapter in the AA-COH.

	


2011 AA/AM WG – Annex “World Championship Title”

9th of March 2011, Tokyo
Allow the Gordon Bennett to have a second line in the title with naming it also “World Championship – in Long Distance”

The AA/AM Working group was asked to consider using a certain type of “World Championship” title for the Gordon Bennett events.

Rationale: Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett is not very known to public or sponsors, it would be easier to communicate if this event also carries the title of “FAI World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championships”.

We expect some participants to get more sponsor interest or potential sponsors if that name is used. Also organizers could “sell” the event better with a well-known and recognized title like “World Championship”.

But that the use of that (secondary) title is optional, for the organizers to choose, not compulsory.

We propose to use the following structure and sequence, if the organizers decide to use the “World Championship” title:

First line, Main/Major Title:
The xxth Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett
Optional second line, explanatory description:

the


FAI World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship
The Working Group thinks this does not conflict with a potential “other” World Gas Balloon Championship, since there is no other “long distance” championship, and the other event will use the general “World Gas Balloon Championship” title. We discussed about to use the word “Precision Flying” in the title, but than it would limit it to precision only, and not allowing for precision / target flying and long distance tasks in such an World Championship.

The Working Group found no conflicts in the relevant rules and regulations, no negative implications.

It can help participants and organizers in funding to have the “FAI World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship”-Title used in that event.

It is specified only for “Long Distance” (and not precision flying), so it doesn’t really interfere with a World Gas Championship, even in the same year.

MOTION to accept the Rule change (Gordon Bennett MER)
MINUTES OF THE CIA MEETING, 10 & 11 APRIL, 1980 REGARDING
COUPE AÉRONAUTIQUE GORDON BENNETT
amended at the CIA Meeting March 2008
amended at the CIA Meeting March 2011
ARTICLE 1:


With a view to maintaining the tradition of the free balloon race entrusted in 1905 by Mr. James Gordon Bennett to the Federation Aeronautique Internationale, it is agreed that the challenge will continue to be run under the name of “Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett”.

As an option organizers may additionally use in the second line as a subtitle
“The FAI World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship”.

Summary of recommendation from the AA/AM Working Group to the Rules Subcommittee

Recommendation 1:

The AA/AM WG recommends having a gas ballooning experienced member in the Jury to act as a technical advisor and to share and keep the knowledge and also relay the current information within the AA working group.
Recommendation 2:

Request EDS and organizers to avoid CAT-1 events to be overlapping in time or too close in time. We ask to block the first full moon in September for Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, respect this oldest aviation race.
Recommendation 3:

The AA/AM WG recommends turning down the motion from Germany about the penalties for night landing in a Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett. We suggest starting educational efforts on safety to keep the awareness about avoiding risks.
MOTIONS to the CIA Plenary
MOTION A: The AA/AM WG makes the motion that the following rule changes for the 2011 Gordon Bennett Model Event Rules be adopted.

1. List of open countries to be announced 60 days in advance of the event.

2. Requirement of having 50 hours of gas ballooning experience as a PIC at the time of entry to a Coupe Gordon Bennett.

3. Allow organizers to add a second line (subtitle) of “FAI World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship”

4. When nominating for the Gordon Bennett, each NAC designs team numbers. Organizers have to keep that numbering scheme throughout the whole competition.

These changes also affect the 2011 Gordon Bennett Rules.
MOTION B:
The AA/AM WG makes the motion that an expert group reviews the specifications of new balloons (especially the Cameron Gas Balloon) and checks in what category they fall – before September 2011.
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