Minutes of the FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) Annual Meeting – 11 - 12 March 2011                      
Attachment 5a

CIA Delegate, Australia report to the 2011 FAI Ballooning Commission Annual Meeting (CIA Plenary) Tokyo, Japan 9 – 12 March

Introduction:
Aerostation in Australia in 2010 has remained much the same as 2009 with the private ballooning community being quite active and the commercial balloon sector still flying many thousands of passengers particularly in the popular tourist locations.
Private Ballooning: 
There has been a slight decrease in students and instructors but this is all in single digits so is not of any concern at this stage. There are many club flying/training weekends held throughout the year with considerable participation.
Competition Ballooning: 
Australia conducts its Hot air balloon (HAB) Nationals every second year between HAB World Championships consequently the Nationals will be held this year in April. The planning is well underway and we expect a good event with approximately 25 competitors. This year Les Purfield from the UK will be the competition director and the event will be a combined observer/logger event reflecting the style of the next HAB Worlds in the United States of America.
The Australian Ballooning Federation (ABF) has decided to sponsor 2 FAI/CIA loggers for the CIA logger pool and consequently we will be using the loggers in our upcoming Nationals in April.

The ABF in conjunction with the Victorian Major Events Company (VMEC) have submitted a letter of intent to bid for the 2014 HAB World Championships and I will give a short presentation to the Plenary in support of this.
Commercial Ballooning: 
This year has been a reasonably good year for the charter operators but the poor weather has played a big factor in less flying during Spring and Summer.
Balloon Clubs:

At the time of writing there are 5 active balloon clubs operating in Australia, these clubs represent all the States and Territories of the country and 4 are affiliated with the ABF. All the clubs have Delegates that represent each club on the committee of the ABF.

Accidents/Incidents:

There were 2 incidents involving minor injuries to passengers and several incidents that resulted in serious balloon damage but no injuries to pilot or passengers. 
Conclusion:
Australian ballooning has remained in a steady state in 2010 and this is quite encouraging. The Australian Nationals should be a great success and has definitely enthused both organisers and competitors and with the possibility of hosting the 2014 HAB Worlds it has been a good year for Australian aerostation.

.

Steve Ireland

CIA Delegate, Australia
