1st FAI World Cup of Vertical Formation Skydiving, 2008

Hosted by the United States Parachute Association
and Skydive Arizona

Bulletin One

The United States Parachute Association and Skydive Arizona are proud to host the First World Cup of Vertical Formation Skydiving.
Aims of the 1st World Cup of VFS

· To determine World Cup Winners of Vertical Formation Skydiving in the 4-way event.

· To determine the world standings of the competing teams.

· To establish Vertical Formation Skydiving world records.

· To promote and develop Vertical Formation Skydiving.

· To present a visually attractive image of the competition jumps and standings for competitors, spectators, and media.

· To exchange ideas and strengthen friendly relations between the sport parachutists, judges, and support personnel of all nations.

· To allow participants to share and exchange experience, knowledge, and information.

· To improve judging methods and practices.

Date and Place of the First World Cup of VFS

The event will take place from October 26 – 28, 2008 at Skydive Arizona, located in Eloy, Arizona, USA.


Judge’s Conference: October 25-26.


Registration: October 26.


Competition: October 27 – 28.


Departure: October 29.

Provisional Entry Date: August 12, 2008.

Final Entry Date: September 11, 2008.

Special Entry Offer

Any NAC registering at least one team, and paying at least half the registration fee by 1 August, 2008, will receive one hour of free tunnel time at the Skyventure Arizona tunnel. The team need not be named at the time of registration. Once the team (or teams) is named and full payment is received the tunnel time will be available to the delegation. Because the USPA National Skydiving Championships take place immediately prior to the 1st WC of VFS, scheduling tunnel time well in advance is highly recommended.
Entry Forms

A Provisional Entry Form is at the end of this Bulletin. 

Entry Fees

Entry fee of $600 USD per person will include all competition costs and entry to all competition related events, but no food, lodging, or transportation. The Entry fee for Accompanying Personnel is $225 and includes access to the competition site, sanction fees, and entry to all official social events and ceremonies. 

Payment Information

Delegations may pay by Credit Card or Bank Wire Transfer. Skydive Arizona is not responsible for any bank charges. Please be sure that your payment specifies which team(s) it applies to!

Credit Card: download an authorization form from Skydive Arizona’s web site at www.skydiveaz.com/_experienced_data/exp_prices.html  Fill out and fax the form to us.
Bank Transfer: send money to Great Western Bank, ABA Routing # 091408734. Beneficiary is Skydive Arizona. Our account number is 6181501011. 

Aircraft

DeHavilland DHC-6 Twin Otters. Exit speed 90 knots +/- 5 knots.

Competition Timetable
Training Judges arrival October 25th
Registration, practice: October 26th, 08:00 until 16:00 hours. Opening Ceremonies: 17:00 on October 26th. 

Competition jumping will take place from 08:00 until sunset (17:35) October 27th and 08:00 until 16:00 on October 28th. 

Closing banquet and awards, 18:30 on October 28th. Departure day, October 29th.

Event Organizers

NAC: United States Parachute Association, 5401 Southpoint Center Blvd., Fredricksburg VA, 22407 USA. Tel: 540-604-9740. Fax: 540-604-9741. Contact: Larry Bagley, competition@uspa.org
Host facility/Chair of Organizing Committee: Larry Hill, Skydive Arizona: 4900 N. Taylor Road, Eloy AZ, 85231 USA. Tel: 520-466-3753. Fax: 520-466-4721. Contact: jump@skydiveaz.com
Event Officials

FAI Controller: Fiona McEachern

Chief Judge: Pia Berggren

Meet Director: Bryan Burke

Chief of Training: Judy Celaya

Jury President: Pernille Herold
Jury Members: Rainer “Exi” Hoenle, Susan Dixon

Delegations

Each delegation may include one each Head of Delegation, Team Manager, Team Coach, and Team Interpreter. Each delegation may also include up to four teams. Each team consists of up to five 4-way VFS competitors. Each team must have a videographer. See Rules Specific to the Competition for details. Competitors and videographers can only enter in one team.

Rules

For the Sporting Code and Rules Specific to the Competition, please go to:

www.fai.org/parachuting/documents/sportingcode2008
Click on Vertical Formation Skydiving Rules, under the Formation Skydiving Rules, for the rules and the dive pool.

Access

Fly into Phoenix, AZ, a one hour drive from the competition site. Host can provide information about local car rentals and shuttles to the competition site. E-mail Skydive Arizona at: jump@skydiveaz.com for more information.

Local Transportation

Each delegation is responsible for its own transportation.
Expected Weather Conditions
Rainfall is rare, averaging .05mm (.026 inches) per day during the month of October. Typically about three days during the month will experience some rain. Average high temperature is 32 C/85 F. Average low is 13 C/55 F. Sunrise is 06:38. Sunset is 17:35.

Insurance Requirements

Competitors are strongly advised to have insurance to cover medical expenses and repatriation in the event of injury. In case of problems please contact the organizer. Liability insurance coverage to third parties for the event is provided by the organizer. Any damage to the hotels, etc. is the responsibility of the persons involved. Loss or damage to personal items and equipment are the responsibility of the participant.
Pre-event Training

The competition aircraft are available seven days a week for the two months prior to competition. (July – mid-September the drop zone is closed on Tuesday and Wednesday.) A wind tunnel capable of holding VFS teams is on site. Discounted jump prices are available to teams. Teams that wish to acquire competition experience can enter the US National Championships of VFS as Guest Competitors immediately prior to the World Cup, October 24-25. During the US National Skydiving Championships, training jumps will be on a space available basis. 

Accommodations

1,000-plus hotel and motel rooms are within a 20 minute drive from the drop zone, with some as close as 5 minutes. The Skyrider Inn is on the site, a two minute walk from the competition staging area. Prices range from $30 to $100 per night and most hotels offer skydiver discounts. Franchise hotels include Holiday Inn, Comfort Inn, Best Western, Super 8, Motel 6, and Days Inn. At least half a dozen non-franchise motels are in the area, including the luxurious Francisco Grande golf resort. 

Skydive Arizona facilities include expansive bathrooms and showers (6 each men’s and women’s), a newly refurbished 30 place bunkhouse with storage lockers, kitchen, and laundry, and a large grassy camping area. Another 70 bunks on the dz are found in our team rooms. Some caravan parking, including utilities, is available. A fitness center and a swimming pool complete the facilities.

Training Judges

A course will be held for those FAI FS rated Judges who wish to familiarize themselves with VFS.  Please contact Judy Celava – 2jumphi@ccis.com or Skydive Ariizona for more details.

Bulletin Two

Bulletin Two will be issued no later than 26 September 2008.

1st FAI World Cup of Vertical Formation Skydiving

Provisional Entry Form
Provisional Entry is due 75 days prior to the start of competition. Due date for the provisional entry is 12 August. Official Entry and payment is due 45 days prior to the start of competition, on 11 September. Please copy this document and fill in the requested information, then either e-mail it to us (jump@skydiveaz.com) or fax it to Skydive Arizona at 001-520-466-4720.

Nation:

NAC contact person and e-mail:

NAC address:

NAC telephone/fax:

Up to four teams per NAC may enter.

Team Name:

Member #1:

Member #2:

Member #3:

Member #4:

Member #5:

Videographer:

Copy and complete the above for additional teams.

Head of Delegation:

Team Coach:

Interpreter:

Accompanying Personnel:

Total number of Competitors, including Videographers, in your delegation:

Total number of non-competing members of your delegation:
Team contact information:

Remarks/notes:
