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The Royal Aero Club of Belgium hereby nominates

Mr. Jean SAX

As a candidate for the Montgolfier Diploma

In recognition of his major contribution

to the development of the sport of Ballooning

As an associated member of the Royal Aero Club of Belgium since many years, since 1980 member of the board of the Royal Balloon Federation and since 1972, CIA observer, alternate delegate and delegate for Belgium since 1972 until 1998, Jean SAX is an indispensable figure in the Belgian and International Ballooning world.

Apart of his licences for Gas- and Hot Air Balloon in 1973, which lie gives up for personal reasons In 1977, his ballooning career began in 1972, when he took over the organisation of the famous Precision Landing Competition for Gas balloons in St-Niklaas, Belgium, which he extends immediately with inviting national and international Hot Air Pilots with a Hare and Hounds Competition in 1987 he introduced also the Special Shapes. Today he still organises this meeting together with other national and into international balloon Meetings.

In 1973, 1974, 1975 he organised the first Hot-Air Belgian Championship.

By this he introduced in Belgium, together with 5 other HA Belgian pioneers, the sport of

Hot Air Ballooning.

He was a member of the International Jury in 1973 and 1975 of the first and second hot Air Balloon World Championship in Albuquerque, NM, USA

During 10 years lie was a member of the international Jury of the international high Alpine Gas balloon Week in Murren, Switzerland and founded the Golden Medal, for the pilot with the best flight report as a contribution to developing Alps crossings with a gas balloon.

Since then he became Vice-President and later on also Treasurer of the Belgian Balloon Federation. He is recognised as one of the best organisers of balloon meetings in Belgium.

During the presidency of Horst Hassold, he became Secretary of the CIA From 1977 to 1981

In 1980 he organised in Belgium the Second World Championship for Gas Balloons. From 1986 till 1995 he organised the Belgium Championship for Hot Air Balloons.

In 1989 he founded, on request of Karl Stefan, President of the CIA, the Safety  Subcommittee and remained as Chairman till 1997. During this time, he introduced the compilation of "Organising a Safe Balloon Event", "Safe Handling of Propane Gas” and laid the base for the "Safety Officer Handbook". The result of his efforts concerning “Safety in Ballooning", debauched in a motion that in Competitions with more than 20 balloons, sanctioned by CIA-FAI, a Safety Officer is compulsory.

Safety-Officer:

1989.- International Fiesta, St-Jean sur Richelieu Canada

1990 - European Championship, Lerida, Spain

1993  World Championship, Luxembourg

1997- World Championship in Saga, Japan

1998 - World Championship in Saga, Japan

International Jury

1989 - World Championship in Saga, Japan

1997 - President, World Nature Games, Paranja, Brazil

1998 - President, International Akwavit Meeting, Leszno, Poland

2000 - President, Motegi HA Balloon International Championship


World Honda Grand Prix, Japan Honda Grand Prix, Motegi, Japan

2000 - General Manager Organisation Committee of the 44111 Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett.

Since the foundation of the Hall of Fame of the CIA until now, Jean SAX is a member of the Selection Committee.

From the beginning of his balloon career, Joan SAX was always and everywhere concerned with Safety; relations with farmers sports-competition- and professional pilots.

Victor WIEME

President of the Council of the
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