TO:

IGC Delegates






2Dec99

SUBJECT:
Mar00 IGC report on FAI Environmental Commission

REF:

FAI EnvirCom report,  copied below

FROM:
Bernald S. Smith, EnvirCom VP, IGC EnvirCom representative

1.
There has been very little activity by us since our last report, other than gathering material for our Jan00 EnvirCom meeting.  The EnvirCom report (Ref: see below) was presented to the FAI Cyprus meeting without comment.

2.
Pressures worldwide continue against all types of aviation activity as it impacts on the environment.  It is important that you take back to your country, to all of your clubs, pilots, commercial operators and everyone involved in gliding the importance of keeping complaints against your operations to a minimum by being proactive in environmental matters.

3.
Questions

a)
Have you done that: taken back to your country's soaring movement the Code of Conduct which you adopted at your last meeting?

b)
Have they accepted it?

c)
Promoted it?

d)
Are any groups doing anything about it by taking some new actions in line with the Code?

e)
Are there any suggestions for the Code?

I very much encourage your response to the above questions.

4.
I will distribute at your Mar00 meeting a short written report on the January00 FAI Environmental Commission meeting which takes place after the deadline for submitting this report.

s/Bernald

Ref:

Report from the Environmental Commission to FAI General Conference 1999

Environmental Codes of Conduct for Air Sport Disciplines

Every FAI Airsport Commission has now had the opportunity to review the drafted detailed codes of conduct specific to its sport. No comments have been received requesting any changes, so the Environmental Commission can now regard this task as completed, until any future updates are required. It has fulfilled point 4 of the FAI Environmental Policy Statement, which was adopted by Conference:

a.
"FAI will publish detailed environmental codes of conduct for air sports disciplines (covering e.g. considerate flying, flying site layout and operational procedures, landscaping and habitat, Nature Conservation)".

Information, Awareness and Nature Conservation

The Commission has compiled a considerable database of information on the real environmental impact of aviation on nature - often a beneficial effect, in providing undisturbed habitats on airfield margins.

It is now planned to make this information available via the FAI web site.  In some cases, this will be by directly loading the material onto the Environmental Commission site, for which this Commission’s home page is to be activated. In other cases, where others already publish useful information in this field on the Internet, links will be set up. The aims of this initiative are to help to spread good practices, provide factual data to counteract false impressions often given by opponents of aviation taking an uninformed "green" view at public inquiries etc., and thus help air sports to secure sites.

Airfield Noise Measurement Methods and Standards

The 1998 FAI General Conference agreed that this Commission should seek world-wide agreement to a new approach for small airfields. Noise levels for these should be based upon a widely accepted measure used elsewhere - which effectively measures the extent to which people nearby would be exposed to noise, using a form of averaging over a period of time such as a 16-hour day.

To reassure some delegates about safety concerns with this approach, it is emphasised that the method of noise measurement is based upon a straight take-off at maximum permissible load and power, at standard atmospheric conditions, with noise being measured at ground level 2.5 km from the start. The method is believed to be appropriate for all aircraft used in sporting aviation except balloons, models, and some microlites. Data for most aircraft are already established (ICAO Annex 16, Chapter 10 procedure) which enables the airfield noise to be calculated from a given number of starts of identified aircraft types, as the noise would be perceived at ground level 2.5 km from the start point. It is possible to estimate the effective amount of noise, which would be perceived at ground level at other places between the start and the 2.5 km position. All this can be done from existing data, not requiring expensive noise measurements at each airfield.

This Commission is working to have this type of measure endorsed by ISO (the International Standards Organisation) and then by ICAO who would be asked to recommend acceptable sound level figures. The aim is for such acceptable levels to replace (not be added to) more adverse restrictions which all too often are closing or severely restricting our activities.

Two documents have been produced to help to pursue these aims. The first is a Technical Review "Noise Evaluation of Small Airfields" by Dr. Per Bruel, presented at the First International Symposium on Recreational Noise in 1998 in New Zealand. This is a technical document aimed at professionals in the noise field. The second paper is an attempt by me to provide an explanation for the benefit of non-experts. It is entitled "Airfield Noise" and subtitled "A layperson’s guide to the difficult subject of A Possible Noise Assessment Method for Small Airfields".

Chris J Nicholas

President, FAI Environmental Commission 16th August 1999

