INTERNATIONAL GLIDING COMMISSION
Report of the Diploma Working Group, March 2000. 

The Diploma Working Group was appointed at the 1999 IGC meeting to look at the proposal by the President, Tor Johannessen, to create a Diploma to be awarded by the IGC for services to gliding. Members of the Group are: Ross Macintyre (New Zealand, chairman) Tor Johannessen, (IGC President) and Dick Bradley, (South Africa).

The Group has agreed that such an award was warranted, and that it should be called the Pirat Gehriger Diploma, in recognition of the first President of the IGC. It should not be in place of any other award of the IGC or FAI. It was felt that recognition of pilot performances were already covered and the new diploma should be awarded for non-flying service to International Gliding. It was felt that service within the national bodies would be best recognised within those bodies, hence the emphasis on International service. 

The reasoning behind this recommendation from the Working Group is encapsulated by the following comment from Dick Bradley; “Gliding happens because of the work of many people who organise the sport, airspace, airfields, competitions, safety standards, etc. This list is endless. They are almost exclusively voluntary workers who do it for the love of the sport and don't expect recognition. It is the ethos of these people that makes gliding such a special sport and why it is a world wide family. It is the contribution of these people that should be recognised, they are the essence of our sport, they exhibit some of the ambitions, values and drive that led Pirat Gehriger to found the IGC in the first place.”

Having decided to recommend that the Pirat Gehriger Diploma should be created, the Group discussed the ways and means of making the award a regular duty of the IGC plenary meeting each year. It was felt that a small steering committee would be of help to members in selection of those nominated for the award and to administer the award. Other details decided by the committee are included in the proposal below, which we ask delegates to support. 

The proposal is that:

 1)      
The IGC create a new Diploma, to be called the "Pirat Gehriger Diploma" separate from, and in addition to, any other existing awards from IGC or the FAI.  

2) 
The IGC to form a “Diploma Committee” of 3 members to make recommendations for presentation to the Plenary meeting of the IGC. A member of the Bureau shall be appointed to this committee if the elected members do not include a member of the Bureau. This Diploma committee shall also look after the administration details associated with the award. 

3)
Nominations for an award may be made by members of the FAI and IGC Delegates, both present and past, and include a short citation describing the reasons for the nomination. A list of nominations and their citations are to be circulated with the agenda for the meeting. Nominations not approved in one year may be resubmitted to the IGC.

4)
Normally, only one Diploma will be awarded annually by a majority vote of the IGC Plenary meeting. More awards may be made if so recommended by the Diploma Committee.

 5)      
Criteria for the award should include specific or general services at a high level to International Gliding, activities of great advantage to International Gliding, international services above and beyond the call of duty. Consideration should be made to the nominee’s length of service in the International scene. Posthumous awards may be considered. 

6)
IGC authorises the Diploma Committee to select a competent professional designer to draw up a proposal for the Pirat Gehriger Diploma, and to obtain FAI Council approval for the design selected by the Committee. IGC authorises design and production costs to be paid from IGC funds up to a limit of CHF1500. 

Ross Macintyre (Chairman)

Tor Johannessen

Dick Bradley. 

