CHAMPIONSHIPS STRUCTURE

By Tor Johannessen

Overview

To get an overview of the gliding championships, they may be grouped just as the records that we have in our Sporting Code (SC3, 3.1) are grouped: Categories are concerned with the pilot, classes with the glider, and types with the nature of the soaring performance.

Classes

Existing World Championships Classes (with Short Descriptions)
Open Class, no limitations

15 m Class, span limit only,

Standard Class, span and other limits

Club Class, limited permitted handicap range

World Class, one-design, same flying mass, both championships and record class

Future World Championships Classes

18 m Class, span limit only, approved for future championships

Existing Classes without World Championships

Ultralight Class, mass limit only, so far no championships, record class only

Sports Class, unlimited handicap range, different daily tasks according to handicap, national use only

Possible Classes

Other span limits only

Other mass limits only

Wing loading limit only

Span loading limit only
Categories
Existing Championships Categories
Open (no restrictions, sex-wise, age-wise or nationally)

Women

Junior

Continental (as European)

Possible Championships Categories
Senior

Team, with various possibilties: Open/open, open/female, open/junior, etc.

Types
Existing Championships Types

Regular (both speed and distance tasks)

Possible Types
Speed tasks only (some WGCs have been of this type)

Distance tasks only

Grand Prix

Mountain (some WGCs have been flown in mountainous terrain)

Altitude or energy gain (ref. proposal by Alvaro de Orleans Borbon)

Time scale
In the existing structure we have:

Every other odd year:
The World Air Games, flown with the World Class

All odd years: 

A major WGC, three classes

Women, three classes

Junior, two classes

World Class

Altogether, nine class championships

Even years:
European, three classes

European Club Class 

Altogether, four class championships

In deciding on the future championships structure we should try to 

· promote the active participation in our World Championships by as many countries as possible, and

· encourage as many countries as possible to host World Gliding Championships, and

· recognize that the majority og the FAI members taking part in gliding have limited budgets to attend these events.

In the future we are committed to elevate the European Women Championships, the European Junior Championships and the European Club Class Championships to World Championships, and it will be extremely difficult to turn this trend around, even if we wanted to.

Discussion
The easiest way to lower the championships frequency will probably be to discontinue the European Championships after Lüsse 2000. As we are entering a new millennium, it might be proper to introduce a neat new structure.

The major FAI happening in the future will be the World Air Games. This is a fact that we just have to accept.

One of the early ideas was to move all WGCs in odd years into the WAG. However, judging from experiences from the only WAG having been held, this alternative should probably not be pursued. Other alternatives should be discussed.

The alternative that first comes into mind is to organize the championships, with 11 approved classes, in two major events. These could be held in alternate years, or all in the same year but at separate venues. This would give the NACs a "resting year" financially. 

The exact split between the two events might be discussed at length, and there are an almost unlimited number of possible combinations. The benefits of one solution above another might be slight. The bidding procedure should be such that an organizer bidding for several classes should have preference over an organizer bidding only for one class.
Assuming that an organizer would perhaps not be prepared to take on five or six classes, we should be somewhat flexible and accept the possibility that the "leftover" classes be organized as one-class events by smaller NACs. The possibility of increasing the lead time to three years for bids for major several-class events should be contemplated. The lead time for one-class events might be left at two years.

One of the major considerations regarding lead time for bids for our major WGCs should be that in the past we have decided the venues before FAI has decided on the WAG venue. This is most unfortunate, and as IGC is the only FAI Air Sport Commission with four years' lead time, we should probably change this to three.

Proposals
1.  The European Gliding Championships should be discontinued.

2.  The WGCs should be organized as two events of approximately the same number of classes, with the possibility of having "leftover" events with down to one class organized separately.

3.  The bid lead time for major events (three classes or more) should be reduced to three years.

Subjects for Discussion
a.  What number of competitors per NAC per class should be accepted?

b.  Should the WAG Organizers be given the opportunity to select the classes for "their" WAG, or should IGC decide?

c.  If the answer to b) above is that IGC shall decide, what class/es should preferably be flown in WAGs?

d.  If Proposal 2 is accepted in principle, should the two events be organized in the same year, or in even and odd years?

e.  If there are no bids for an event, should IGC go actively out and solicit a bid, or should the event be cancelled?
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