Lilienthal Medal Nomination 

Royal Aero Club of the United Kingdom & British Gliding Association

Christopher Wills

Within the international gliding movement, the Vintage Gliding Club is now well recognised as the main guardian of our history, collecting and retaining glider plans and other documents, also restoring vintage gliders so they can be flown by pilots, many of whom were not born when the gliders were built.  The Vintage Gliding Club was the first old-timer glider club to be formed with a truly international structure and membership.

Christopher Wills, the son of World Champion Phillip Wills, was the initiator of the Club's formation in 1973 and has been its very popular President throughout.  His talents and dedication have been the essential factors in making the Vintage Glider Club such a success.

Chris is an accomplished musician.  He is able to speak five languages and has a warm personality.  These attributes have enabled him to encourage and motivate gliding enthusiasts the world over to join him in the work of discovering and saving long lost and missing information.  He has collected and archived an enormous number of documents and photographs and is always prepared to share his collection and knowledge with fellow enthusiasts world-wide.

Without Chris Wills' hard work and leadership over more than a quarter of a century, our glider history would undoubtedly not have been properly documented and many classic gliders would not now be flying.  He has worked tirelessly without seeking the limelight and so is probably little known amongst contest pilots.  Nevertheless he has contributed enormously to our sport and it is accordingly strongly recommended he be awarded the Lilienthal Medal by the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale.

