From: Smilian Cibic - Italian Delegate to IGC

To: Angela Sheard, IGC Secretary

Copy to: Tor Johannessen - IGC President

Vicenza, 14 December 1999

Memo: Remarks on the last edition of the FAI Sporting Code Section 3

             for the IGC annual meeting 2000 in Lausanne   

Trying to give to our pilots and Official Observers the necessary information about the new edition of our Sporting Code, Section 3 (some of the pilots will  fly in South Africa before the end of the year), I have spent quite a bit of time translating most of the new code. While doing this, I realised that it was not the kind of document the pilots will read and try to understand: it is still complicated and we badly need the promised guide in very short time, or we have to make right away something similar, trying to interpret by ourselves some points that do not seem very clear.

Doing this work I took a lot of notes which I intended to forward to IGC, but then I thought it better to await for the guide and see what will remain unanswered.

So I'll limit this paper only to a few remarks, after having discussed the matter with our pilots.

1. We are not very happy with the  two different flights around 3 turn points, one for records (1.4.3c) and one for badges(1.4.5b). We are in favour of the Austrian proposal, eliminating the declaration also for badges. Instead I am rather doubtful about their alternative proposal, because of the real possibility of enforcing the prohibition of GNSS.

Speaking of the Austrian paper, about the second proposal we would rather consider as "finish altitude" the one of the first fix in the OZ of the finish point.

2. We are very doubtful about the necessity, in the GNSS era,  of  permitting direct observation from the ground for position measurement and evidence (4.6.1a) except maybe for start..

3. The point of release given by the tow pilot may be rather inaccurate, easily out of the 500m accuracy required.

4. Again we do not like altitude evidence of points 4.7.1b and c. 

The rules are very precise about barographs and their calibration. How do we control or calibrate height frames, theodolites, radars? Let's keep in mind that 10 meters of difference amount to 1km of altitude penalty.

5. Radius of the earth

I insist for the nth time on this rather irrelevant point, not understanding the compilers of the text. 

For FAI (SC, Gen. Sec. 7.3.1) the "…earth is taken to be a sphere of radius 6371 km exactly. …"

With the idea of being more precise in SC3, 4.4 1 we have 6371.000.

Now, it is easy to see that the FAI figure is precise enough for our purposes, and on the other side, that the 3 more zeros (but even 10 would do the same) do not add precision, but are only a useless lie. Indeed the real figure is 6371.221 km based on the earth volume, or 6371.228 if based on earth surface. So we should either write one of this  useless set of decimals, or not write at all more useless useless and false decimals.

For more remarks it is better to wait for the guide, for which we insist that it is urgent in order to give all non English speaking enough time for the translation before the next season.

                                                                                                                     Smilian Cibic

