PROPOSAL FOR A NEW STRUCTURE FOR WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Submitted by Roland Stuck, Delegate for France

During recent years, the number of World Gliding Championships has dramatically increased. Besides the « usual » World and Continental Championships, we now have single class World Championships (World Class and Club), World championships for a category of pilots (Juniors, Women) plus World Air Games every four years. 

For example, during 2001 four major events will be held: Gawler, Lillo, Issoudun, and Mafeking.

The FFVV is seriously concerned by this trend for several reasons:

1. INFLATION OF COSTS:

The cost of competing will increase rapidly for individual NAC’s and we believe that very few of them will be able to send complete teams to all these contests.

2. DEVALUATION OF THE PRESTIGE OF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS:

We feel that the multiplication of small events devaluates the prestige of the Worlds and is detrimental to their image. The World Championships are no longer the unique event where the soaring community gathers.

3. DIFFICULT TO FIND ORGANISERS:

Right now, there are no bids for some competitions. In the future it may become even more difficult to find organizers for so many contests. Additionally, the budget of single class competitions is more difficult to balance because of the reduced number of entries.

We strongly believe that the number of international Championships should be reduced and that all World Championships should take place in a single annual event.

WE THEREFORE PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING:

1. TO SUPPRESS THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS AND:

(a) TO GROUP, IN ONE SINGLE EVENT, ALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS PRESENTLY ORGANISED SEPARATELY (WORLD CLASS, JUNIORS, AND CLUB). 

(b) TO ADD A COMPETITION FOR WOMEN TO THESE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

2. TO HAVE ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP EVERY YEAR AS FOLLOWS:

(a) ODD YEARS: USUAL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN STANDARD, 15M, OPEN, AND 18M. (WE SUGGEST THEY BE CALLED ‘A’ TYPE WGC)

(b) EVEN YEARS: ‘B’ TYPE WGC:  JUNIORS, CLUB, WORLD CLASS, AND WOMEN.

3. TO COMBINE THE TWO CLASSES EXISTING IN THE JUNIOR AND WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIPS AT PRESENT SO THAT THERE IS ONE JUNIOR AND ONE WOMEN’S CLASS. 

4. TO HOLD THE JUNIOR CONTEST WITH WORLD CLASS GLIDERS TO PROMOTE THE WORLD CLASS MORE ACTIVELY AND TO GIVE A BETTER IMAGE OF OUR  SPORT AND OF THE WORLD CLASS GLIDERS.

5. TO REQUIRE THAT AT LEAST EVERY THREE YEARS, ONE OF THESE CHAMPIONSHIPS SHOULD BE HELD OUTSIDE OF EUROPE.

