To: IGC delegates

From:  Eric Mozer, delegate United States of America

Re:  Modification of Sporting Code Section 3, paragraph 7.1.3

The procedure for measuring wingspans of sailplanes competing in Continental and World Championships is defined in the Sporting Code Section 3.  The definition is currently:


7.1.3
Measurement of wing span

Wing span, for the purpose of measurement for conformity with class rules, is the maximum distance between the two planes tangent to the wing tips and parallel to the glider plane of symmetry, with the glider positioned horizontally on the ground with ballast tanks empty.

This definition, and the procedures utilized at competitions for measuring conformity, has created situations whereby gliders, many of them mass produced by the leading glider manufacturers, have not conformed.  The primary culprit is the droop created by the measurement of unsupported wings.  Drastic measures to alter the wing span, such as heating, bending and sawing of wing tips and winglets, have occurred at these competitions with alarming frequency.  

The crucial measurement is the wingspan of the glider while in a flying condition.  This measurement must not exceed the span as limited by the class.  Unfortunately, the airborne span is not easy to duplicate on the ground in a static measurement test.  What is possible, however, is to measure the wing span of the glider in the same configuration as it was when it was manufactured.  This would involve pacing the wings of the glider in an unloaded condition.

I propose that the IGC change the definition in Section 3, paragraph 7.1.3 to the following:


7.1.3
Measurement of wing span

Wing span, for the purpose of measurement for conformity with class rules, is the maximum distance between the two planes tangent to the wing tips and parallel to the glider plane of symmetry, with the glider positioned horizontally on the ground and the wings supported to approximate their unloaded shape.  (Note: wording change in bold italics)

Thank you very much for the consideration of this definition change.  I believe this will eliminate much of the unneeded last minute modifications to wing span that are occurring in our competitions.

Respectfully Yours,

Eric Mozer

Delegate, United States of America
















