
The History of  CIMA

The People and Activities  
that have shaped the Sport



In the Beginning

Power came to hang gliders in the 70’s 

Airplane shapes soon followed 

Ambitious pilots wanted to test their skills and 
knowledge against others 

FAI was the global body to oversee this activity



In the Beginning

FAI establishes the Microlight Commission in 1981 

The first FAI sanctioned microlight championships 
takes place in Millau, France in 1985 

The first World Paramotor Championships takes 
place in Matkopuszta, Hungary in 1999 

The Commission is renamed Microlight & 
Paramotor Commission in 2010







In the Beginning

Managed the British Gliding Team for twenty years 
Organized competitions including the World Gliding 
Championships at South Cerney in 1965 
Delegate to the FAI's International Gliding Commission 
Jury member at several World Gliding Championships. 
Founder President of  the FAI Hang Gliding and Paragliding 
Commission 
First President of  the FAI Microlight Commission 
In 2006, the CIMA created the Ann Welch Diploma  
Author of  gliding and microlight books and the children’s book 
Woolacombe Bird

Ann Welch - CIMA’s Matriarch

deathpix.com:8000/wikipedia_en_all_07_2014/A/World_Gliding_Championships.html
http://deathpix.com:8000/wikipedia_en_all_07_2014/A/South_Cerney.html
http://deathpix.com:8000/wikipedia_en_all_07_2014/A/Internation


Value of  CIMA History Project 

Protect and preserve past for future generations 

Assure accuracy of  information 

 Show evolution of  sport and corresponding 
technology 

Lessons learned from the past



History through Your Eyes

People and events create history 

History: “the study of  past events, particularly in 
human affairs.” 

CIMA history rich in stories that should be shared 
for future generations - your stories



The Commission at Work

Paris, France

Rome, Italy

Paris, France

Phuket, Thailand



Purpose of  Championships

The purpose of  the Championships is to provide a 
good and satisfying contest, to determine the 
World or Continental Champion in each class and 
to reinforce friendship amongst pilots of  all 
nations. 



Cultural Exchange

At a CIMA plenary meeting in Lausanne, Chinese 
Taipei delegate Joseph Lin experiences snow for the 
first time in his life.

Promotional items collected at a 
World Championships 



Exotic Locales in Interesting Times

Championships Director Mike Blyth introduces Inkatha Freedom Party leader  
Mangosuthu Buthelezi who gives opening speech at 1996 World Microlight Championships.

First FAI CIMA championships in Southern Hemisphere



National Team Formation and Logistics



A USA Team of  One?

Some would say the colorful, verbose and prolific writer Jack 
McCornack could easily represent a whole group by himself !



What is the story behind 
this winning pilot?

The Thrill of  Victory!



Earning a Gold Colibri Badge



Evolution of  the Sport

Pre-GPS and digital 
recording



Low-level Excitement



World Air Games 
A New Concept in Air Sports



The Real Reason for  
coming to a CIMA meeting



Please Contribute to CIMA History

Photos 

Articles 

Links 

Personal 
impressions

Send to: 
tomgunnarson@earthlink.net

If  you know someone who may 
have any information, please 

provide a name, email address 
and what they may have. 

Thanks!

mailto:tomgunnarson@earthlink.net

