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The National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education (NCASE) consists of over 70 members representing government, 
industry, labor and professional associations. The organization promotes and supports aviation and space education and 
enhances the public's understanding of the aerospace community at the local and national levels. NCASE is currently in the 
process of updating its web site and collaborating with numerous organizations to strengthen existing partnerships and 
develop new ones.  NAA works in collaboration with NCAE, Embry-Riddle, and NASAO to support and promote the FAI 
Art Contest. The resources below provide additional information about initiatives NCASE's members and partners are 
engaged in that may be of interest to CIEA delegates: 

Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) has developed "Launching the 21st Century American Aerospace Workforce" 
report that details a plan to motivate and inspire young Americans to study and pursue careers in STEM disciplines in 
addition to other workforce oriented goals.  The report can be found at http://www.aia-
aerospace.org/assets/report_workforce_1208.pdf.  AIA is also partnering with organizations beyond their membership 
who support STEM-related projects including aviation and space education initiatives. One of many educational 
programs AIA sponsors is the Team America Rocketry Challenge. For more information, visit www.rocketcontest.org. 

FAA, in partnership with members of NCASE, is conducting five regional teacher workshops in 2010 to reach K-12 
educators across the US.  Supporting organizations include AIAA, EAA, and the US Department of Education who also 
sponsor many of their own programs for educators and students. 

NASA (www.nasa.gov) continues to conduct programs and develop materials for students and educators that can be 
accessed at http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/programs/index.html including the following resources: Mission: 
Science, a new Web site created specifically for teenagers http://missionscience.nasa.gov; Elementary School Students 
Guide to Climate Change  http://climate.nasa.gov/kids; Space Math for Students in Grades 9-12  
http://spacemath.gsfc.nasa.gov/SMBooks/SMBook5.pdf; and Distance-Rate-Time Investigations in Air Traffic Control 
(ATC) for Students in Grades 5-9: http://www.smartskies.nasa.gov/. 

Real World Design Challenge is an annual competition for 9-12th grade students from across the US who conduct real 
world engineering challenges.  Last month, 400 teams, consisting of 2,000 students, competed for the top prize:  
http://www.realworlddesignchallenge.org/pdf/RWDC_2010_Teacher_Coaches_Guide.pdf. 

Women in Aviation, International (WAI) recently hosted their 21st annual conference.  Nearly 3,000 women and men 
attended, including representatives from 20 different countries.  WAI distributed $688,300 in scholarships at the 
conference. Aviation and Women in Europe (AWE) works closely with WAI and hosts an annual conference as well  
(www.aweu.org). The Ninety-Nines (http://www.ninety-nines.org/) is an international organization of women pilots 
that support numerous educational initiatives world-wide including a recent program for Girl Scouts at the Udvar-Hazy 
Air and Space Museum near Washington, DC.  Over 10,000 people attended the event including 1,835 girls.   

On the international front, NCASE is working with ICAO who established the Next Generation of Aviation 
Professionals Taskforce last year consisting of 29 representatives from industry, education and training providers, 
regulatory bodies and international organizations. Near-term objectives include identifying and supporting initiatives to 
reach out to the next generation. ICAO is committed to creating an environment that will allow the next generation to 
lead in the development of aviation’s future.  Information about the latest meeting is available at 
http://www.icao.int/NGAP/documentation.htm. 

In summary, many organizations representing business, industry, government, and aviation and space service 
organizations are joining forces to tackle future workforce issues by promoting and supporting STEM educational 
initiatives.  This is a very positive step forward for aviation and space education commumity. 
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