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TURKISH AERONAUTICAL ASSOCIATION  
            ANNUAL REPORT – 2009 

FAI CIEA Meeting,  Naples (Italy) 23-24 April 2010 
 
 
 
1. WHY FLY PROJECT  
 
TAA is currently carrying out a comprehensive survey in order to reach almost 
everyone in the aviation sector from pilots and technicians to passengers to find 
out most appealing and easy-to-remember examples to be used in video clips 
and stickers within the “Why Fly” PR campaign which was started late due to 
financial problems and short off staff. 

We hope to have some concrete results that we can share with you during the 
upcoming meeting in Naples. 

 

2. REACHING PUBLIC THROUGH MEDIA  

TAA tried to reach people and youngsters through media in 2009. TAA officials 
appeared on 138 TV programs and attended six radio programs (total two and 
half hours) in 2009. 

In cooperation with  private ATA TV, we prepared a 50-minute long 
informative television program about activities of the TAA and distributed 2,000 
copies of this program on CDs to our branches, schools and aviation clubs 
across the nation to raise public awareness about our aviation activities. 

TAA separately prepared TV clips to be shown at fairs, festivals as well in 
public relations campaigns by teams dispatched even to remote corners of the 
country, carrying out 13 public relations activities in a dozen city.  TAA teams 
also performed powered paragliding and ballooning flights during these PR 
activities, successfully drawing attention of around 20,000 people who watched 
the events.  

TAA’s responsibility to struggle against forest fires with its five newly procured 
CL-215 fire fighter aircraft have also become a part of its PR campaign, drawing 
attention to the advantages of use of aircraft in fire fighting.  
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In 2009, TAA officials organized six conferences titled “Aviation in Turkey and 
in the world,”  “Where is TAA in aviation activities” and “The future of 
paragliding in Turkey”, reaching to hundreds of people in several cities. 

Also in 2009, TAA Aviation Museum, based in Ankara, drew around 10,000 
visitors and more than 160 of them jumped from its  parachuting tower within 
the garden of the museum without any fee. 

  

3. FAI YOUNG ARTISTS CONTEST 2009 

In 2009, we received more than 3,500 paintings. Although they failed to win in 
any category last year, we have a tradition to honour the winners by publishing 
their artwork as greeting cards and awarding them with TAA medals and gifts.  

 

4. INTERNATIONAL AIR CADETS EXCHANGE (IACE)  

Last year, Turkey hosted 14 cadets and two escorts from six countries. We also 
sent 15 cadets and one escort to those countries. The program was aimed at 
giving an insight about Turkey’s military and civilian aviation as well as the 
culture. The tour program included historical and touristic sites in Istanbul, 
Ankara, Eskisehir as well as  Selcuk/Kusadasi.  

 

5. TRAINING AND EDUCATION  

In 2009, TAA gave importance to vocational training and increased the number 
of students in aeromodelling and paragliding trainings. We provided equipment 
and model planes free of charge. We have also trained selected teachers in 
hanggliding. 

Separately from TAA aviation courses, trained teachers are authorized to 
conduct individual aviation courses in their own hometowns. With the help of 
those teachers we can reach even to remote corners of the country. This training 
method enabled us to give aeromodelling course to more than 23.000 people in 
2009. 

Seven teachers were also trained and authorized to conduct radio controlled 
aeromodelling courses. Five other teachers attended hanggliding courses and 
they will be able to conduct  hanggliding courses on their own in 2010. 
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Similarly, 11 aviation clubs - also supported by the TAA - trained 257 people in 
paragliding courses in 2009. 

In Turkey, TAA is the sole institution that provides gliding training since it has 
the proper air field, aerotow and winch as well as maintenance facility at its 
Inonu training center near the western city of Eskisehir. No other aviation clubs 
in Turkey are able to provide such training on their own.  

However, we are planning to open our doors of the gliding school to one 
aviation club, whose members were trained by TAA instructors, in spring and 
winter months when we do not have aviation courses to reach more people. 

In parachuting, TAA provides training for FAI “A” and “B” Parachutist 
Certificates free of charge. 

TAA teams, including parachutist, performed air shows in more than 50 cities 
and towns across the country throughout the year. They organized flights for 
people free of charge. About 1,400 people were flown. Many of them were 
given a chance to fly for the first time in their lives. 

TAA separately hosted thousands of children and teenagers during daily tours to 
its training facilities in line with demands from schools and local authorities. 
Over, 1900 children and teenagers were flown during these tours.  

TAA teams, dispatched to remote towns and cities, also held aviation briefings, 
reaching over 7,000 people.  
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TAA AVIATION COURSES 

  

Aviation Course Branch Number of trainees in 
2009 

Planned number of 
trainees in 2010 

Piloting      168      146 

Gliding      472      601 

Parachuting      684      801 

Paragliding      344      305 

Hanggliding        73     190 

Microlight        24       52 

Ballooning        52       45 

Aeromodelling   1.553   ?  

Total   3.370   2.140 

Aeromodelling courses 
 with the help of authorized 
teachers 

21.605 30.000 

                   TOTAL:             24.975                              32.140 

* Number of trainees in gliding and parachuting includes the students from 
military and police academy. 

 
 
 
        Uzay HACAOGLU 
        CIEA Delegate of Turkey 


