CIA PLENARY MEETING AGENDA APPENDIX 13
BALLOON FEDERATION OF AMERICA

DECEMBER 16, 2001

TO: 
NAA AND FAI

RE:
MONTGOLFIER AWARD NOMINATION FOR 2001

To whom it may concern,

The Balloon Federation of America would like to nominate William Cloninger for the Montgolfier Award in the category of ‘Best Performance – Hot Air Balloon’.

The reason for the Nomination is two fold:

World Record, Duration AX-5

On February 9 and 10, 2001, William Cloninger flew his special built AX-5 hot air balloon through the night for 12 hours, 21 minutes setting a new United States and World record for duration in the AX-5 category. To break this record, he devoted much time in planning the flight, assembling the proper equipment, training for the flight, and traveling approximately 1000 miles each way on several occasions to prepare for and attempt the flight.

Like most records, this one did not come easily and required two attempts. On the first attempt, while flying during a very dark night, he flew into a power line. This might have been enough to discourage others from making another attempt again at night, but William Cloninger was determined and made the second attempt, this also required flying through the dark of a very cold night. On this second attempt he was successful.

Helping Deborah Young to set new records

William Cloninger was also planning an attempt on the AX-5 distance record, but time in 2001 was running out. He unselfishly gave up his opportunity to break this record so that he could make it possible for Deborah Young to attempt to break the female record for both distance and duration while using his balloon. He not only provided Deborah with his balloon, he also provided here with all his equipment, crew, vehicles and support. He also helped her prepare for the attempt by flying with her in the balloon and practicing the maneuvers that would be necessary during the flight.

Deborah Young broke the existing United States and World female records for both distance and duration on February 26, 2001.

For these reasons, The Balloon Federation of America is pleased to nominate William Cloninger, 7780 Bainbridge Road, Chagrin Falls, Ohio, USA for the Montgolfier Award,

Respectfully Submitted

Orvin E. Oliver

NATIONAL AERONAUTIC ASSOCIATION

December 21, 2001

To: Mr. Max Bishop, FAI

Please find attached our nomination of Mr. William Cloninger for the FAI Montgolfier Diploma.

Art Greenfield

