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December 14, 2005

Ray Bair

President

Balloon Federation of America

Re: Montgolfier Diploma for Contribution to the Sport

Dear Ray:

I have enclosed a nomination for Pat Brake and ask you to forward to the BFA Awards Committee for review. The deadline to be included in the CIA agenda is December 22nd.

I think Pat’s contribution towards international ballooning will weigh heavily with the other delegates.

She is the only woman to direct a Gordon Bennett and with this year’s race having such a significant impact with many major records being set she will have a great chance of receiving the necessary support to be awarded this very prestigious award.

Best Regards

Mark Sullivan     

Montgolfier Nomination for Patricia Brake, 

Contribution to Ballooning
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Pat has been a competition official for six category one gas balloon events. She has been the director twice including this year’s 49th Gordon Bennett. Her leadership set the stage for one of the most spectacular Gordon Bennett’s held during its ninety nine year history.  Twenty six balloons started; fourteen in the Gordon Bennett and twelve in the America’s Challenge, six of these competitors would shatter the old GB record of 2191km set in 1912.  The winning team beat the old record by 1127 km and also set a new world record for AA6 gas balloons.  Pat’s ability to assemble an experienced staff of experts made these incredible flights possible.  Her meteorologist gave flight profiles and in route weather information that was very accurate. Her Command Center folks worked with the pilots and crews, coordinated pick ups with authorities close to where they landed to insure a safe retrieval of pilots and equipment.  Her launch and safety staff insured all teams were launched in a timely and safe manner.

Pat is also the Event Director of the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta.  As the Event Director she has had the responsibility for the past 10 years to manage between 750 and 1000 pilots/balloons each year.  Up to 20% of these have been international pilots.  She manages 200 officials to insure the largest, safest and best event in the world.  In one of her roles as Event Director she has brought over one hundred selected pilots from foreign countries to participate in the Balloon Fiesta.  These particular pilots come as special guests and the Balloon Fiesta and our sponsors pay most of their expenses.  Many of these pilots would not have the opportunity to experience one of the great ballooning events in the world.  The Balloon Fiesta calls this event the Flight of the Nations. This event has come a long way in helping balloonist unite from around the world.  In a sport that is shrinking in numbers in many parts of the world, Pat’s involvement definitely is helping keep those in the sport together.

For the past seven years Pat has been the Chairman of the CIA’s PR Subcommittee.  The PR SC promotes the work of the FAI/CIA and develops the sport amongst balloonists and the general public.  
Mark Sullivan, 2nd VP


Delegate, United States


Chairman, AA/AM WG


2137 Carlisle NE


Albuquerque, NM  87110


Telephone:  505- 280-1450


Fax:  505 828-2887


  Email:  marksullivan@gasballooning .org 





The United States is very excited to invite gas balloon teams from around the world to this year 49th Gordon Bennett and the 10th America’s Challenge. 





The Aero Club of the United States has delegated its sporting powers to the Balloon Federation of America and the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta for the purposes of organising the event. 





With most currencies gaining in value against the USD this year we expect many teams both gas and hot air to take advantage of this and attend the worlds largest ballooning event.   


 


We ask you as the Delegate or Committee Chairs pass this invitation package to all qualified Gordon Bennett pilots and other interested gas and hot air pilots as well. 





In addition to hosting the largest ballooning event in the world, this year with both gas events we will host the largest gathering of gas ballooning in North America has every had in its history.    





We look forward to welcoming all of you in Albuquerque New Mexico for a great time.
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