CIA PLENARY AGENDA APPENDIX  5b

Dear President,
Thank for your time meeting Mr. Gintaras Surkus in Luxemburg in October 2007.
As a continuation of our conversation we would like to ask you to include the question of the organising Continent’s (starting in Europe) and the World Hot Air Balloon Women Championships to the CIA conference agenda.
At the same time we would suggest to legitimise the team championship accounting, calculating each state two best team results.

Also we think that to organise youth championships and to record men’s, women’s, and youth records in separate accounts will be good idea in the nearest future.
10 reasons to motivate:
1. We must to use the best ideas and examples of the FAI and other sports arts in order to develop and promote the ballooning. 
2. If we will have no progress, we will move backwards in comparisons with those whose move forward.
3. By organising only one common championship per year, it is difficult to compete with those sports who organise men’s, women’s, youth’s, teams championships and record the best results in separate accounts for men, women and youth.
4. There is the events’ gap between the World and European championships in the top level events schedule, which we have to fill in.
5. Women make more than 50 percent of population, and youth – about 10 percent. If we are not using this potential, we are losing more than half opportunities to develop and promote the ballooning.
6. Women and youth participated in almost the all common championships, but nobody of them became a prize winner. Let us be fair – give them also opportunity to have their own champions and prize winners.
7. If women and youth will have no real chances to become champions, the enthusiasm will diminish, progress will stop and many talented names never will rice in ballooning sky.
8. There are more than 30 female pilots in Europe now, who would be glad and capable to take part in The 1st European Women Hot Air Balloon Championship.
9. Lithuania is ready to organise The 1st European Women Hot Air Balloon Championship and will compete for a right to organize other Women championships.
10.  The 1st European Women Hot Air Ballooning Championship is already a mature necessity which must be used for developing and promoting the ballooning. 
Romanas Mikelevicius

                                     Gintaras Surkus
President of the Lithuanian Ballooning Association 
P.S. Original letter is following by post.

Sincerely yours,  
Gintaras Surkus
