CIA PLENARY AGENDA APPENDIX 12a


MONTGOLFIER DIPLOMAS 2007 NOMINATION

Name of Candidate David Hempleman-Adams

Address Cold Climates Expeditions Ltd, Unit 7, Park Lane Industrial Estate,

Corsham, Wilts.  SN13 9LG

AWARDS PROPOSED Montgolfier Diploma (Gas Balloons) and Montgolfier Diploma (Hot Air Balloons)
Associate member or person proposing British Balloon and Airship Club

(c/o Don Cameron, Chairman BBAC Records & Awards Subcommittee.)

CITATION

This unprecedented proposal to award two Montgolfier Diplomas in the same year to one pilot is based on the following two flights:

On 2nd July 2007 David Hempleman-Adams took off from St Johns Newfoundland and, after crossing the Atlantic Ocean, landed on 6th July near Dijon in France. He flew in a balloon of only 1000 cu.m. of the type normally used in the Gordon Bennett Race. This is the smallest balloon that has ever been used for an Atlantic crossing. David made the flight solo, relying on short naps, but was nevertheless very tired on landing. The flight achieved World Records of 4227.1 km and 89 hours 20 minutes in class AA-6.
On 14th January 2007 David set new British and World records in class AX-5 with an altitude of 9900m. This was only achieved after 4 years and three separate journeys to Canada. On the first attempt, the record had seemed to be achieved from instrument readings, but, after applying temperature corrections, it was just under the required amount. The flight involved many modifications to the balloon to remove unnecessary weight. The fourth attempt was made from Red Deer near Calgary and ended with a landing much harder than planned after a flight to over 32000 feet and groundspeeds at altitude of over 100 knots. Despite confirmation of altitude from Air Traffic Control, the barographs had not worked due to the extreme cold of -60°C. After some adjustments to provide warmed storage for the barographs, David repeated this arduous flight for a second time the following day and succeeded in capturing the proof of the record at the fifth attempt.
