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Citation

The basis for this nomination is the many years of important contributions that David Levin has made to the sport of ballooning, both in the U.S.A. and Internationally and also his many accomplishments as both a hot air and gas balloon pilot.

General Information

David started his career in ballooning in 1976 as an owner of the Balloon Ranch; this was a resort that introduced many people to the adventure of ballooning when the sport was still fairly new and unknown.  Since then, David’s ballooning accomplishments and contributions have been many; they include:


4500 flight hours in balloons including approximately 1100 hours in gas balloons  


Attended every Gas and Hot Air Balloon World Championships since 1985


Attended every U.S. National Hot Air Balloon Championships since 1978


Attended sixteen (16) Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett events since 1985


Received the F.A.I. Montgolfier Diploma in 1992 for ‘Best Sporting Performance in Gas Ballooning’

Awarded the C.I.A. Gold Sporting Badge with three (3) diamonds
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Official Ballooning Positions

2003 – 2008
Event Director, U.S. National Hot Air Balloon Championships

2003

Steward, European Hot Air Balloon Championship, Lithuania

2004

Deputy Director, MOL Cup (pre-Europeans), Hungary



Steward, World Hot Air Balloon Championships, Austrailia

2005

Deputy Director, European Hot Air Balloon Championships, Hungary



Event Director, Dutch National Hot Air Balloon Championships

2006

Deputy Director, European Hot Air Balloon Championships, Hungary



Steward, World Hot Air Balloon Championships, Japan

2007

Steward, European Hot Air Balloon Championships, Germany

2008

Event Director, World Hot Air Balloon Championships, Austria



Event Director, pre-World Air Games & Italian Nationals, Italy

2009

Event Director, World Air Games, Italy (planned)

2010

Deputy Director, World Hot Air Championships, Hungary (planned)

In addition, David has served as the Chairman of the Balloon Federation of America (BFA) Gas Balloon Division, he is currently a long standing member of the BFA Hot Air Competition Division, and is currently the U.S.A. alternate delegate (for many years) to the CIA.

Events Won

1985


World Hot Air Balloon Championships, USA

1988


Trans-Australian Bicentennial Balloon Challenge, Australia

1989


U.S. National Hot Air Balloon Championship, U.S.A.

1990


Canadian Open Championship (pre-Worlds), Canada

1992


World Gas Balloon Championship, Austria

1992


Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett, Germany

1994


BP Alpine Balloon Trophy, Austria

1996 & 2000

America’s Cup Challenge Gas Balloon Race, USA

1987, 1989 & 1993
U.S. National Gas Balloon Championship, U.S.A.

David Levin is the only person to have won both the Gas and Hot Air Balloon World Championships.

David Levin also completed the ‘Triple Crown’ of ballooning with the Gordon Bennett win.

Notable Flights
1977

First balloon flight over Pikes Peak in U.S.A., 14,400 feet 

1990’s

Flight to 33,000 feet altitude in a standard hot air balloon

2000

Gas balloon flight of 1,998 miles, Albuquerque, NM to Maine, USA

Because of all of David Levin’s above mentioned contributions and accomplishments to the sport of ballooning, we feel that David is very deserving of the Mongofier Dipolma.

Respectfully Submitted

Andy Baird




President, BFA



