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Cheri White

Montgolfier Nomination

2008 Best Performance – Gas Ballooning
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The 53rd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett was one of the most exciting and challenging races since its inaugural event in 1906. Cheri, a pilot in team USA #2 represented the United States in this Gordon Bennett.   Starting from Geneva, team USA #2 flew down the Rhone Valley in the fast Mistral winds which carried them out to the Mediterranean Sea early the next morning.  They spent the next 35 hours flying over the Sea on their planned path to the Southwest tip of Portugal.  After some challenging tactical flying, they made it back to land.  As they entered Spain in the Northern part of the Sierra Nevada mountain range, cloud cover, turbulence and thermals added even more challenges.  Several balloons were forced to land due to the tough terrain and conditions across Spain.  USA team # 2 worked their way across Spain into Portugal finishing 3rd in one of the closest finishes in Gordon Bennett history.  With a total distance of 1528 km and duration of 71:20 hours, this flight is one of the top twelve duration flights in Gordon Bennett history.  Cheri qualified for this event by winning the 13th America’s Challenge with a flight of 1420 km and duration of 68:35 hours, the second longest duration flight that has been flown in the history of the America’s Challenge.    
