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APPENDIX 12(C)


EUROPE AIRSPORTS

The Association coordinating Regulatory Matters for European National Aero Clubs and Associations of the Federation Aéronautique Intemationale and Member States of the European Civilian Aviation Conference

Workshop on Airspace developments

Amsterdam February 9‑10, 2002

About 25 attending the meeting representing 12 nations and 7 Air Sports.

Wolfgang Weinreich, FAI President, Marcel Felten, LUX and Fransois van Haff, NL presented the future plans for the development of the European Airspace structure.

At present, the airspace is divided into several categories (A to G) with different rules/requirements on:


COM equipment
NAV equipment


Separation rules
Information requirements


Transponder requirements
Speed limits


Flight plan

The airspace categorisation varies from nation to nation which makes it difficult to coordinate the European airspace and airspace control. The airspace is not used efficiently. The traffic over Europe is expected to increase by 100% from year 2000 to year 2020. A number of low use airports will be used by low‑cost airlines to avoid the congestion at major airports. To regulate this traffic authorities tend to create new restrictions for other users of the airspace. See picture 1 in accompanying PPT file.

The plan is now to standardise the European Airspace and reduce the number of airspace categories first to three but eventually to two during the period up to year 2015. The upper airspace will have a common classification in all participating nations. See picture 2 in accompanying PPT file. 
Ref. European Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation, Eurocontrol Airspace Strategy for the ECAC States, 18 January 2001,

After the presentations the participants were divided in three groups with representation from each Air Sport. The task was to define the Air Sport requirements for the future European airspace structure and to define plans for action to achieve the goals.

Summary of the workshop results

Europe Airsports is determined to become involved in this process and to cooperate with sister organisations to protect the interests of all involved in Air Sports.

Basic statements (Wolfgang Weinreich)



Aviation is a complex system



Airsports is an important part of the system



Airsports is the resource of motivation



Without airsports ‑ no young pilots



Without young pilots ‑ no aviation



Without aviation ‑ no economic growth

Principles



The sky is open to everybody



The Airspace is limited



The users have different requirements



Compromises are essential



Flight Safety is paramount

Conclusions of the workshop

In negotiations, the following aim was considered realistic: Bottom of upper airspace should be FL195 (FLX) 
Bottom of Intermediate airspace should be FL 115, but we can compromise to FL95 

Over FL 195, Airspace N. Requirements like present class C 

Below FL 115 (FL95), Airspace U, like present E or G outside TNIZ/A and CTA/Z 

No transponder requirement in Class U No transponder requirement for unpowered aircraft 

Transponder requirement acceptable if that gives access to higher class airspace.

Plan for Actions

The following target groups should be educated about the different Air Sports and their needs


Controllers, politicians and authorities


Commercial pilots (who often serve as consultants to authorities)


Air Sport pilots (who often are apathetic or ignorant about threats)

Articles in magazines and other media should be shared and used for education

Create liaison with military users of airspace

Share "Case studies" made in some nations


Glider sectors ‑ Sweden


Transponder experiments ‑ France


Strategy for the future ‑ Germany

Create a document and data bank available on the EAS web containing:


Presentation to Europe Airsports by Wolfgang Weinreich, FAI, principles and strategy


Presentation to Europe Airsports by Marcel Felten.


Presentation to Europe Airsports by Fransois van Haaff. Technical aspects


Roadshow". Video on gliding for education of authorities and others. Carr (UK)


PowerPoint presentation for ATC by Scull


Articles. Microlights (UK)


Examples in various countries (Case studies)


Overview of actions in various nations


EU documents (Educational)


Eurocontrol minutes


Glossary of terms and abbreviations

Act to create


Environmental argumentation


Identification of politicians useful to "Our case"


Understanding / Awareness


Marketing of our work among members


Marketing of our work to FAI Air Sport commissions


Undertake more studies


Create awareness about Air Sports in military networks


Create a national strategy

It was stressed that it was important that we SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE and that we should use all

channels to convince all involved in Air Sport about the importance to make our voice heard at all

possible opportunities when in contact with authorities, including military and political.

Much of the short term work should be finished in time for the annual general meeting of Europe Airsport in April. A plan was made to achieve this goal.
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