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REPORT ON THE WORK IN EUROPE AIR SPORTS 2004

Insurance

Regulation (EC) No 785/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 on insurance requirements for air carriers and aircraft operators

At the end of 2003, EAS learned that the EU Council had proposed new insurance requirements for air carriers and aircraft operators. The proposal included third party liability protection for about 100 M EUR for all aircraft with an MTOM up to 25 000 kg. 

After action by EAS including much lobbying, the minimum insurance cover sums came down to acceptable levels.

From April 30, 2005 the following is required:

Below 500 kg
750 000 SDR
~ 850 000 EUR

500 — 1000 kg
1 500 000 SDR
~ 1 700 000 EUR

1000 – 2700 kg
3 000 000 SDR
~ 3 400 000 EUR

2700 - 6000 kg
7 000 000 SDR
~ 8 000 000 EUR

The sums are based on SDR (Special Drawing Rights). 1 SDR = 1,14 EUR ( Dec 2004)

The weight limits are expressed in MTOM, Max Take Off Mass and is the certified maximum according to the Certificate of Airworthiness or similar.

Typical MTOM for some relevant balloon sizes are:

56: 500 - 560 kg
105: 955 - 1050 kg
310: ~ 2700 kg
600: ~ 5100 kg

For liability in respect of passengers, the minimum insurance cover shall be 250 000 SDR per passenger. However, for non-commercial operations with balloons with an MTOM of 2 700 kg or less, EU member states may set a lower level of minimum 100 000 SDRs per passenger.

Exclusions:

The regulation does not apply to:

-
Model aircraft with an MTOM less than 20 kg.

-
Captive balloons

-
the insurance relating to risks concerning acts of war and terrorism for aircraft with an MTOM less than 500 kg which are used for non-commercial purposes or for local flight instructioin where the flights does not cross international borders.

The regulation has the reference 785/2004 and is published on page 1-6 in the EU journal number L138/2004. This can be downloaded from: 

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/lex/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:138:SOM:EN:HTML
Driving licenses

EU will harmonise the requirements for driving licenses. Good intention, there are at present 80 different sets of rules in Europe. But at the same time they are (were) going to make more restrictive rules regarding trailers. Luckily we have good friends who are also affected. The European Gliding Union and most important, the Caravan industry has reacted.

The present rules (I do not know if they are common to all EU states):

The proposal for a Category B license is now:

-
Maximum weight (Mass) of car and trailer must not exceed 3500 kg.

-
Trailer mass up to the mass of the car but may be limited by the type approval of the car.

After training by authorised organisation but without examination (this saves money):

-
Combined weight of car and trailer may be up to 4250 kg.

-
Load capacity (not weight) of trailer may be up to 1000 kg

The combination shall not be used for commercial purposes, otherwise B+E license required.

There will be a new session end of January where this proposal will be discussed.

Work is also continued in the following fields.

Airspace harmonization.

Maintenance and Airworthiness regulations

Commission Regulation 2042/2003 adopted November 20, 2003. 

This regulation includes:

- Part-M. Continued airworthiness of aircraft and components

- Part 145. Requirements for maintenance organisations
- Part-66. Requirements for aircraft maintenance licences

- Part-147. Requirements for organisations conducting training for maintenance personnel.

For light aviation, Member States may elect not to apply the regulations until 28 September 2008. The regulations are now subject to an evaluation process ending 28 March 2005.

A detailed evaluation is being done by an economic interest group, Air Eurosafe whose members are UKCAA, the French Bureau Veritas and SENASA from Spain. The evaluation is done in six Member States including France, Italy, Germany, UK, Poland and Sweden.

The aim is to study the impact of the regulation on civil aviation other than commercial air transport.

Operational regulation

EU is discussing amendments to Regulation 1592/2002 adopted 15 July 2002. This regulation contain basic rules for safety, especially for operations and licensing. EAS is currently examining the amendments and the implications.

Licensing regulation

Same as above, regarding Operations. The possibility to use any medical doctor for renewal of Medical Certificate for PPL seems to be missing and this has to be addressed.-

2004-12-31

Hans Åkerstedt

EAS balloon and airship coordinator

MOTION to the CIA Plenary 2005

Proposal to financially support Europe Air Sports with 1000 Euros annually.

The amount of documents coming to EAS from authorities have increased and it is now necessary to have a part time employee. He is both postmaster and lobbyist and placed in Brussels. This will cost and EAS will increase fees with at least 40 %.

Full Membership is open to NACs that are members of FAI and ECAC (European Cvil Aviation Conference). here are now 25 such members representing about 700 000 active air sport individuals.

Associate Membership is open to non-commercial air sport organizations.

There are 4 associate member candidates:


EGU, European Gliding Union

EPU, European Parachuting Union

EHPU, European Hang&Paragliding Union

EMF, European Microlight Federation

EGU, EPU, EHPU and EMF have made large contributions (EGU 20 000 Euros) in 2004 to enable EAS to hire professional help.

Supporting Membership is open other organizations giving factual support to EAS. Full and Supporting Members pay an annual fee and have voting rights.

The fee and voting structure is based on the number of active members in the NACs and organizations. A typical fee for large countries (France, UK, Sweden) is 2460 Euros and they have 7 votes. Germany and Italy pay 3250 and have 8 votes. Luxembourg pays 550 and has 1 vote.

Total membership fee was 28 000 Euros in 2004 and total votes were 103. The fees for 2005 will increase to accommodate the cost of the employee.

Some NACs have contributed already now but some had already set their budgets and can only increase the fees from 2005.

CIA will not support the creation of a European Ballooning Union. I do not think anyone else will either. In my opinion we do not need another organization. CIA is representing about 7000 European aeronauts (and maybe twice that number worldwide). That is roughly 1% of the European Air Sport individuals.

CIA is representing not only European balloonists but I think balloonists in other regions will benefit. The legislation in Europe may influence all.

Therefore I think it is appropriate if CIA contributed with 1000 Euros annually to show our support.

December 23, 2004

Hans Åkerstedt

CIA delegate, Sweden

Motion 

CIA contribute 1000 Euro in 2005 to support EAS. 


Carried












