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Minutes of Rules Subcommittee Meeting

7th March 2007, Luxembourg

Roll call

Uwe Schneider - AX-WG chairman


Mathijs deBruijn - Sc-WG chairman


Marc Sullivan - AA-WG chairman


J.-C. Weber - S1-WG chairman (absent)


Tom Donelly - BX-WG chairman (absent)

Observers: 
15
Check of 2007 minutes of WG:

1. AA/AM-WG (minutes and motions approved)

2. AX-WG (minutes and motions approved)

3. BX-WG (minutes)

4. Scoring WG (minutes and motions approved)

5. Statutes and Sporting Code WG (minutes and motions approved, but 2 proposals as below) 

RSC proposes to look into the wording again asking if a non-pilot male would be accepted on board.

RSC proposes that female expertise (e.g. a working group) is asked to consider the issue and develop policy for female category in competitions and records.

Any other business
RSC encourages the secretary to put up a time table avoiding parallel Subcommittee meetings

Proposed 2007/2008 Subcommittee Members and Chairperson

Uwe Schneider 

- AX-WG chairman – RSC chairman


Mathijs de Bruijn 
- Scoring-WG chairman


Marc Sullivan 

- AA/AM WG chairman


J.-C. Weber 

- Statutes and Sporting Code WG chairman 


Tom Donnelly 

- BX WG chairman

Summary of Motions to the plenary:

Motion: 
see minutes of Working Groups
Minutes of the AA/AM Working Group

Roll Call


Phillip de Cock absent


Luc Van Geyte,  Garry Lockyer, Markus Haggeney observers

AA/AM-WG summary of recommendations 

New Version Model Event Rules for Coupe Gordon Bennett 2007

6.3
AIRSPACE


Pilots must be familiar with and abide by the applicable aviation regulations of the countries. Pilots may be required to log all ATC clearances given enroute; these must be returned to the Event Director in a sealed envelope for investigation is case of suspected violations. 


Infringements of Aviation regulations are in the first instance a matter between the pilot and the Aviation Authorities. If the Director receives information from an Aviation Authority that air law may have been violated, he should investigate and take action as appropriate.  Pilots who are not able to comply with ATC instructions will be penalized under  5.2.2.2 of the FAI Sporting Code, General Section. 


PENALTIES


Penalties will be based on the FAI Sporting Code, General Section.  In a case where a technical infringement of the rules or failure to comply with requirements caused by mistake or inadvertence has occurred and no advantage has been attained, the competitor concerned will, as a guide, be penalized by a reduction of not less than 2% of the best distance.  Serious infringement, such as dangerous or hazardous actions or repetitions of lesser infringements will be penalized by a reduction of not less than 5% of the best distance.  Unsportsmanlike, behavior (GS 5.2.2.3); which includes, deliberate attempts to deceive  or mislead officials, intentional airspace violations,  falsification of documents or repeated serious infringements of rules should, as a guide,  result in disqualification.

Recommend to the Plenary to as ask CASI to look into GS. 5.2.2.3 as some (airspace violations) should be considered under 5.2.2.2.     

Rules:




Entry Conditions

2.1 Coupe Gordon Bennett will keep nationality to country—no change in GB rules

2.2
PILOT LICENSES AND EXPERIENCE


 Both pilots must hold a valid LTA license (balloon) with a minimum of 50 hours and a FAI Sporting License issued by their NAC. Pilots must either hold a passport or an identity card from the country entering them. The pilot in command must have been authorized to be pilot in command of a gas balloon for at least twelve months prior to the start of the Coupe and must have had at least 50 hours experience as pilot in command and must be authorized to fly at night.


At least one of the two pilots must be able to communicate with Air Traffic Control in English and have sufficient experience in operating the navigation aids

4.
Flight Instruments


4.1
720 Channel VHF radio, minimum 5 watt radio plus back up radio
New rule 4.2

If it can be proved that the signal from a balloon Tracker has been deliberately modified or interfered with, then the Competition Director has authority to penalize the teams’ final result

Complaints and Protests

5.1
TYPE AND PURPOSE OF RACE


The race is a First Category Event of the FAI and consists of a distance flight. The final classification will be based on the greatest distance covered. The distance will be measured by determination of the arc of the great circle in accordance with the Sporting Code, Section 1 Aerostats

9.3 Time Limit

The time limit for complaints is 10.00 hours on <date> or four hours after publication of the official results, whichever is later.

Moniek Vande Velde was accepted as the Event Director for the 2007 Gordon Bennett

Training sessions prior to GB flight for communications—refresher course on ATC regulation.

Letter from 2006 Gordon Bennett pilot Peter Cuneo (USA)


Allegations of favoritism and other comments.  CIA Mr. Weber will write a letter to Peter Cuneo

The issues in Peter Cuneo’s letter have been discussed; the Belgium Balloon Federation has responded and will do their best to run a successful event.   

A letter will be written to the German Balloon Federation encouraging them to host the next World Gas Balloon Championship. Germany is the best place to hold this event.    

If possible the AA and AX meetings should be held at different times

AA/AM WG 2007 

Mark Sullivan,  Chairman

Tom Donnelly

David Levin

Joseph Starkbaum

Luc Van Geyte

Minutes of AX Working Group Meeting

7th March 2007, Luxembourg

1. Roll call

       AX-WG:
Uwe Schneider - Chairman


Mathijs deBruijn


David Levin


Eric Decellieres

Observers: 
Bengt Stener, Garry Lockyer, Claude Weber, Steve Ireland, David Bareford, Les Purfield, Hanke Fourie, Felicity Clegg, Yuri Mityagin
2. Check of 2007 rules for Cat 1 events

1. Europeans GER 2007

2. World Balloon Trophy LUX 2007

3. Pre-worlds AUT 2007

4. Tochigi Hot Air Balloon Intl. Championship 2007
AX-WG recommends that the rules are approved as submitted.

All organisers agreed to use the AXMER 2007 resp. AXMERG 2007. 


The AX-WG would monitor, that only the allowed and approved changes would be made in the event rules, RSC will approach the bureau for final approval and the relevant jury will check final compliance with the changes agreed.
5. Coupe d’Europe and Ladies World Cup FRA 2007

The organiser will hand in the set of rules later, based on the AXMER 2007. The RSC will approach the bureau for final approval.

Motion: 
that the rules for the above mentioned 2007 Cat 1 event rules are approved 
3. AXMER Review

Besides some minor editorial corrections the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- as a reaction on collisions caused by excessive vertical speed to change/introduce the wording of Rule 10.1, 10.2 and 13.1

CHAPTER 10 ‑ FLIGHT RULES

10.1
MIDAIR COLLISION 

10.1.1
When two balloons are converging in flight, both competitors are responsible to avoid collision. The competitor of the higher balloon shall give way and shall climb if necessary. 

10.1.2
Competitors shall not initiate or maintain a vertical speed exceeding 1,5 m/s (300 ft/min) unless they are certain that no balloon is in their flight path.  

10.1.3
Competitors causing a collision will be penalised by up to 1000 competition points. 


A repeated offence will be penalized at least 1000 competition points and the competitor may be grounded for the next flight(s).

10.1.4
Envelope to envelope contact in approximate level flight will generally not be penalised. 

10.2
RECKLESS FLYING


Reckless flying (e.g. any flying creating an unnecessary risk to other balloons, or people on the ground), not necessarily causing a collision, will be penalized up to disqualification in the event.
13.1
SERIOUS INFRINGEMENTS, UNSPORTING BEHAVIOUR (GS 5.2.2.3 part)

13.1.1
Serious Infringements includes dangerous or hazardous actions or repetitions of lesser infringements, and will be penalised according to the appropriate rule.

-to move the definition of target and marker into the COH:

12.5
TARGET
A prominent cross (as specified in the COH) displayed in the vicinity of a goal or …
12.6
MARKER
Markers (as specified in the COH) supplied by the organizers will be used
-to allow for assigning an assessed result if a marker is displaced:

12.11
MARK


The point on the ground vertically below the weighted part of the marker where it comes to rest after falling from the balloon. If the marker is displaced after coming to rest or disappears subsequently from view (e.g. beneath water level), the earliest position an official or observer has seen the marker in ground contact will be taken with the accuracy available. Same applies, if the marker is carried on top of another balloon.
-for easier altitude checking to modify rule 12.15.2:

12.15.2
If the marker has earlier been seen on or falling to the ground by an Official or Observer, then the competitor will be given an assessed result based on the least advantageous interpretation of evidence available, provided that  the marker was released from 2000 ft GND an altitude lower than the one defined in section II. Otherwise the competitor will be scored to his nearest marker or landing position, which ever is best.
-and add a new Rule in Section II:

II.20
ASSESSED MARK (12.15.2)
An assessed result based on the least advantageous interpretation of evidence available will be given, if a marker was released from lower than  <* insert a different altitude if terrain features require another altitude than 2000 ft. As a guidance the altitude should be approximately 2000 ft AGL expressed in ft MSL. *>

- to modify the replacement mark in case of a lost marker in rule 12.15.2:

12.15.2
If the marker has earlier been seen on or falling to the ground by an Official or Observer, then the competitor will be given an assessed result based on the least advantageous interpretation of evidence available, provided that  the marker was released from an altitude lower than the one defined in section II. Otherwise the competitor will be scored to his next nearest marker or landing position, which ever is best comes first.

- allow for safety landings in 200 m radius adding to rule 12.15.2:

13.3.3
Where the penalty relates to landing too close to a goal/target or mark, the competitor will only receive a result penalty for the greater infringement. The result penalty will be waived if the competitor can show that he was unable to comply within 10 minutes because of light wind or safety reasons.

- require the definition of altitude used in competition in section II:

14.6.4
The altitude used in competition is specified in Section II.

II. 21
ALTITUDE (14.6.4)
State which altitude measurement method is used in the competition.
- adapt Rule 5.6.3.1 to be in line with actual wording of S1 (plenary approval of S1 amendment needed):

5.6.3.1
COMPLAINTS MADE ON OR AFTER THE LAST DAY OF THE EVENT, MUST BE SUBMITTED to the director within one hour of publication of the official scores.

Motion: that the changes to the AXMER are approved as presented 

4. AXMERG Review

Besides one minor editorial corrections and all changes (where applicable) as proposed in the AXMER the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- competitors are asked to switch the loggers on and off in rules 6.2.2 and 6.2.3
- reference to contest landing deleted in rules 7.2 and 15.4.4

- word ‘hypotenuse’ deleted in rules 12.15.2 and 12.21.2

- rename task 15.20 from ‘BOX’ to ‘3D Shape Task (3DT)’

Motion: that the AXMERG are approved as presented

5. Input of other WG and SC

Multi-meeting together with ScWG to resolve wording and penalties of rule on excessive vertical speed.
6. Recommendation to other WG and SC

none

7. Business for 2007/2008:
· Look into goal/target definition 

· Further development of AXMERG (leftovers from MER)

· Check wording of marker and track point scoring AXMERG

· Redefine rule of task order in AXMERG

· Discuss rounding of GPS precision

8. Proposed 2007/2008 Working Group Members and Chairperson
Uwe Schneider  (GER) 
delegate -  Chairman 



Mathijs de Bruijn  (NED) 
delegate



David Levin  (USA)
alt. delegate



Eric Decellieres  (FRA)
alt. delegate

David Bareford  (GBR)
delegate

Summary of Motions to the plenary:

Motion: 
that the rules for 2007 Cat 1 events are approved with the changes as described 
Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented 

Motion: 
that the AXMERG are approved as presented

Minutes of the BXWG meeting

7th March 27

CIA AGM - Novotel – Luxembourg

Present: Tom Donnelly (Chair), Stanislaw Fuodoroff, Hans Akerstedt (Briefly)

               Apologies: Rick Wallace

Previous Minutes were approved.

Discussion was made regarding the authenticity of an “Airship” used in record attempts.  In particular, regard as to whether or not the airship could be shown to have been “capable of being directed or steered” was important. Some Airship records, particularly regarding “Distance”, have been given when steering was not demonstrated; thus they could have been possible in a balloon. 

It was felt that some records may require interpretation (future BXWG activity).

The 8th World Hot Air Airship Championship was considered at length and found to be an excellent proposal. The event is proposed to be held in St.Petersburg – Russia between June 21-28th 2008. It is hoped that 12-15 airships will attend though up to a maximum of 25 are budgeted for. Sponsorship for the event is a Mobile Telephone company who already operate two Cameron airships in Russia.

The event offers free accommodation for Pilot and Crew plus a transportation allowance for the airship shipment to St. Petersburg by 24hr sea freight from Hamburg. The existing BX MER 2001Version 14 rules will be used for the competition and the BXWG have been asked to assist the event organizers this year.

A presentation of the event proposal will be made by Stanislaw Fuodoroff to the Plenary.

The Records SC have been asked to include BX on their Records email address list.

The BX wish to be able to consider gas filled airship activity and also to change their title to BA/BXWG

Existing Membership remains as:

Tom Donnelly (Chairman)

Stanislaw Fuodoroff, (Member) 

Rick Wallace (Member)

Report of the Scoring Working Group 2006

From:
Mathijs R. de Bruijn.

Present:
Mathijs R. de Bruijn, 
Chairman



Masashi Kakuda, 
Member (Vacant)



David Bareford,
Member



Bengt Stener, 
Member



Steve Ireland, 
Member

Observers:
David Levin, Eric Decellieres, Claude Weber, Garry Lockyer, Uwe Schneider, Les Purfield.

Meeting:
7 March 2007, Luxemburg.

1. Roll Call, apologies for absence. See above.

2. 2006 SWG Minutes Approved.

3. Update Competition Operation Handbook (COH)

The SWG members were asked to check then COH for any discrepancies.

As a result several typo’s and minor wordings were changed. Furthermore the following changes/ additions were made:

· Lost/ not brought back markers. Guidance is written that money can be required (approx.20US$) for markers not returned.

· Recall procedure now includes mobile telephones.

· ‘Telephone box’ suggested for task cancellations

· Standard operating procedures for target teams.

· In cooperation with the AXWG it was decided that the COH will be the place to keep the description of physical sizes of basket banners, targets, markers etc.

· Standard operating procedures for target teams when measuring markers.

· Some technical directives on scoring software deleted.

4. Discussion on items coming from AX MER WG and others SCs or WGs.

In light of the ongoing discussion on VS/ collisions/ reckless flying etc. the SWG in co-operations with AXWG proposes the following guidance in the Penalty Guide.

MIDAIR COLLISION AND RECKLESS FLYING

The GPS-Loggers provide means to objectively determine what happened when climbing too fast or in case of a balloon collision and should be used in case of observed and/or  reported collisions. As a reaction to multiple serious collisions, the RSC at its meeting in 2007 decided to provide strong guidance how to treat collisions. Any collision other than trivial envelope ‘touches’ as under R10.1.4
Envelope to envelope contact in approximate level flight will generally not be penalized., should be considered dangerous and penalized. Generally the idea is the more forceful the higher the penalty. Also the principle should be that the one that could have avoided the problem best should be the harder penalised, which usually is the higher balloon. However this does not relieve to lower or climbing competitor from responsibility. In general one can presuppose that a pilot climbing fast in competition acknowledges responsibility for collisions. Should a pilot climbing at 10m/sec hit a level flying balloon then we would suggest 75% of responsibility with the climbing pilot and 25% with the level flying one. Should however a fast descending pilot hit a level flying pilot, the descending pilot should take 100% responsibility and likewise 100% of the penalty given.

Although rather difficult and subjective, when possible the aspect off recklessness’s and irresponsibility should be addressed. If a competitor is a repeated offender he should be strongly penalised up the Disqualification.

New competitors not used to fly in big events tend to not pay enough attention. This may addressed at the GB and should not be a reason to reduce a penalty.

Taken all of the above into respect the SWG suggests the following penalty:

	Lower Balloon
	
	Higher Balloon

	VS m/s
	Penalty
	
	VS m/s
	Penalty

	1
	Warning
	
	-1
	200

	2
	100
	
	-2
	400

	3
	300
	
	-3
	600

	4
	500
	
	-4
	800

	5
	700
	
	-5
	1,000

	6 or more
	1,000
	
	-6 or more
	1,000


5. 2007/2008 SWG Chairman and members.

All members wanted to stand. ScWG proposes Garry Lockyer to join the group as member.

6. The following two issues were tabled until next year.

· The SWG decided because the complexity of the issue that the members study the issue of interpolation and tolerance for measurements for the next year.

· The SWG recommends to the AXWG that rules and penalties are established for improper use of loggers


7. Summary of recommendations/motions to the CIA.

The RSC/SWG request the CIA plenary to accept this report and the proposed changes to the COH

Motion: 
that the amendments to the COH as presented are approved


8. Adjournment.


9. The chairman thanked the members for their contribution during the past year and requested the same dedication next year.

Luxemburg, March 2007, Mathijs R. de Bruijn.

Statutes and Sporting Code Working Group

Report of the meeting held at the NOVOTEL / Kirchberg on March 7, 2007 at 16:00

 Present:


JC Weber, chairman





Hans Akerstedt, member





Stanislaw Fuodoroff, observer





Tom Donnelly, observer

Excused:


Alan Blount





Don Cameron

Resignation from the WG: 
Frédéric Moizard

Agenda item #

1.
Presentation of FAI adopted Statutes and By-Laws changes relevant to the CIA.

2. 
Sporting Code General Section changes adopted by CASI


Unfortunately, neither the 2007 Sporting Code GS, nor the Minutes of the October 2006 CASI Meeting have been published. 

3. 
Proposed Sporting Code Section 1 changes

3.1 Feminine Category and definition of “occupants”

Proposal to amend 4.1 to read:

4.1 Feminine Category:
The best performance achieved by a woman. In this category all occupants must be female.


Comment: This new rule shall not affect past records

3.2 Sporting Badges - Marker drop on a Fly-On task

Proposal to add new para. to 8.2.3.2 to read:

During competition a goal in a Fly-On task may be declared in writing on the marker in a previous task

3.3 Sporting Badges - Duration requirement for Duration Diamond in sublasses A and B

Proposal to amend 8.2.1.3 to read:

Duration Diamond:
Subclass AX and BX: A flight of at least 12 hours

3.4 Invitation procedures - 90/60 days rule

Proposal to add a new paragraph to the Sporting Code Section 1 to read:

5.6.1.6      There may be a reserve list which shall consist of an additional number of eligible entrants not
                 exceeding 10% of the maximum total number of competitors under 5.6.4.


Only those NACs who have taken up all their invitations within the published time limits shall be considered for the reserve list.


The number of eligible entrants from each eligible NAC shall be according to each NAC’s ranking positions in the final results in the previous similar event. Reserve places shall be allocated to each NAC in the same order as that NAC’s ranking positions in the previous event.

3.5. 
Penalties for reckless flying


This issue has been settled by the AX WG.

3.6 
2006 South American AX Championship


Not having been informed about the outcome of the Jury Board discussions, the S&SC WG is not in a position to make recommendations at this time.

4. 
Proposed Composition of the WG for 2007

Proposed chairman:
JC Weber

Proposed members:
Hans Akerstedt

Don Cameron 

Alan Blount

Les Purfield

5. 
New IR Chapter 13


The WG recommends adoption of the new proposed IR Chapter 13 – “Virtual” Hall of Fame 


(Plenary Agenda item # 34)

6. 
Proposed motions to the CIA Plenary 2007


Motion to adopt the following items of this report as proposed:

3.1 Feminine Category and definition of “occupants”

3.2 Sporting Badges - Marker drop on a Fly-On task

3.3 Sporting Badges - Duration requirement for Duration Diamond in sublasses A and B

3.4 Invitation procedures - 90/60 days rule

5. 
New IR Chapter 13

7.
Sporting Code Section 1 Amendment Working Document


8.1. 
A proposal from the RSC to amend S1 4.8.3.5


8.2
A proposal from Hans Akerstedt  to amend S1 Annex 3 – para. 7.6

8.3
A proposal to CASI that the Sporting Code General Section 6.8.2 should be amended to make the English language the required language for record files.

7.
Sporting Code Section 1 Amendment Working Document


The document is accepted as presented and corrected, and shall serve as the basic document for reprinting Section 1 on January 1st 2008.

8. 
Any other business 

8.1. 
A proposal from the RSC to amend S1 4.8.3.5 to read:

The around-the-world record is established when the aerostat crosses the finish line.


has been adopted. Reason: The present wording limits the performance to free balloons.

8.2 A proposal from Hans Akerstedt  to amend S1 Annex 3 – para. 7.6 to 

7.6 new
Shortened Time Limits:  Complaints made on or after the last day of the Event, must be submitted within set time limits announced at and published after the General Briefing. 

7.6 old
Shortened Time Limits:  Complaints concerning scoring or any matter made on or after the last day of the Event, must be submitted within set time limits announced at and published after the General Briefing. 


Has been adopted. Reason: Clarification.

8.3 The WG agreed to a suggestion by S. Fuodoroff to propose to CASI that the Sporting Code General Section 6.8.2 should be amended to make the English language the required language for record files.
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