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DELEGATES REPORT
South Africa

For the first year in some time, 2007 was a year that showed some growth in ballooning. We had an increase in the number of new pilots, which was exciting.  However, we had one reported accident resulting in a student breaking an arm and we had two reported incidents

Challenges, as before, came in the many changes to aviation Regulations and this year will bring the review of pilot licencing regulations.  We are still battling with the transponder issue which we believe will have devastating consequences on recreational ballooning in South Africa.

Our development and youth programmes have been difficult and to date not very productive.

After some years of experiencing deteriorating levels of service and efficiency in our Civil Aviation Authority, we have a new Commissioner and have already seen improvements. One is the imminent implementation of the much delayed Part 136 for Commercial Balloon Operation.

We also have some changes in our National Aeroclub who are looking to subcontract some services from SACAA. The first will be airworthiness of non-type certified aircraft of which we have a number in ballooning. Then they envisage taking on recreational pilot licencing.
We see our growth in 2007as a positive indicator for a great 2008.

