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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE
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Report on the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)

The competence of European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

On January 30, the Council approved new aviation safety rules and extended the tasks of the EASA.
The Council approved all the European Parliament’s second reading amendments to the proposal for a regulation on common rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing the EASA. The regulation has therefore been adopted.

The regulation establishes new safety standards for air operations, the licensing of flight crew and specific provisions for foreign aircraft within the Community. These new rules complement the existing aviation safety rules on airworthiness.

The regulation is in particular aimed at extending the remit of the EASA that was established under regulation 1592/2002 by which the agency was given certification and rulemaking responsibilities with respect to airworthiness and environmental protection standards.

The new regulation gives tot the EASA new rulemaking responsibilities in the field of air operations and flight crew licensing.

These new responsibilities and tasks provide for the highest level of safety oversight. National aviation authorities remain responsible for issuing licenses and certifying air operators, in accordance with the new rules.

Mode-S transponder
In several European countries the implementation of the Mode-S transponders, has been postponed for a certain period of time. This period allows representatives of the Ballooning Section of NAC’s to negotiate with their national aviation authorities. 

The countries where the introduction is foreseen on March 31, 2008, face significant difficulties with the availability of transponders. 
The industry is still working on the Lightweight Aviation SSR Transponder (LAST), which is meant as a reasonable alternative for the derivates of the in-cockpit devices. It is to be expected that LAST will be on the market not earlier than at the end of 2008.

The next General Meeting of Europe Air Sports  (EAS) will be held on March 15 and 16 in Cologne.

Hans Van Hoesel, hans@balloonteam.nl
FAI/CIA EASA Technical Advisor in EAS.
February 29, 2008.
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