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Ballooning in Japan , 2007
from Sabu Ichiyoshi, CIA for Japan

Maco Oiwa has retired from the Chairman of Balloon Federation Japan early this year.

Maco has been our chairman for more than 20 years.  
During his time we hosted successfully and safely  three AX World Championships in Japan.  And Balloon Grand-Pri x,  a new type balloon competition was created.,
Balloon registration system, pilot training program, safety seminars were much improved. 

Junji Ozasa made the new chairman of the federation. 
Under Junji several new faces were joined  on the federation director board. 
One of the problem we have is  how to promote more federation members, especially 
more younger generation.  This is one of the home work of the new federation directors.

No serious balloon accident in 2007

End of January this year, Michio Kanda took off from Tochigi Japan in his 40,000.cu m 
home built hot air balloon to fly accross the Pacific to North America. 
However last contact from him was about 24 hours after takeoff somewhere across 
the int’l date line. 
US Coast Guard did an extensive search operation by air and sea for days, 
thanks to US Coast Guard, but as of now his body, balloon  and  any debris are missing.  

Michio made many FAI world records in hot air balloon and he also did many notable flights. 
He is the fist pilot to fly from China to Japan. 
We lost an indispensable balloon pilot, enthusiastic, challenging and a good friend for all of us.      
