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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE
Ballooning Commission


Report/Minutes of the
AA Working Group Meeting
as of 5th of March 2008

Colors:
Black in Rules: as it was written in the former version of the rules

Green:
new wording in green color and underlined.
Red:
red color and crossed out: old original wording, but deleted.

Rule Changes proposed for the AA MER

AA 1.4.3 the proposed addition for the new wording to allow only one flight with four tasks was rejected.

AA 1.4.3
TO BE RECOGNISED AS A FIRST CATEGORY EVENT AND FOR A CHAMPION TO BE DECLARED, AT LEAST THREE TASKS MUST HAVE BEEN COMPLETED ON NOT LESS THAN TWO SEPARATE FLIGHTS.

AA 2.3.2
PILOTS-IN-COMMAND SHALL HAVE BEEN AUTHORISED TO ACT AS PILOT-IN-COMMAND OF THAT SUBCLASS OF AEROSTAT FOR WHICH the championship IS HELD, AT LEAST TWELVE MONTHS PRIOR TO THE START OF THE EVENT, AND EACH PILOT-IN-COMMAND SHALL HAVE ACCUMULATED AT LEAST 50 HOURS AS PILOT-IN-COMMAND OF AEROSTATS IN THAT SUBCLASS BY THE CLOSING ENTRY DATE, UNLESS THESE EXPERIENCE CRITERIA ARE MODIFIED BY THE CIA UNDER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES CLAIMED BY THE ORGANISING NAC.

AA 2.3.2 accepted wording clarification to include the World Air Games.

Discussion on 3.6.1 Minimum Equipment

The minimum equipment list could vary according to the different aviation laws and organisers standards.

One example is the different regulations regarding transponders (Mode C or S).

The proposal is made to take the specific list out of the model rules and have the organisers specify the items on that mandatory equipment list.

Organisers have then to list the minimum required equipment in the bid, have the list approved by the AA Working Group before the sanction and then fill it in as “organizers options” in this rule 3.6.1.
This procedure is in accordance with the 2008 GPS Logger approval system.
The addition for electronic Flight Data Recorder was approved.

3.6.1
Each balloon shall be equipped with appropriate communications, navigational materials and instruments to fly according to (* countries*( air laws and these rules. Minimum equipment must consist of:

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
<* The organiser has to specify the minimum required equipment here. It is recommended to have the following list.
· Altimeter

· Variometer / rate-of-climb-indicator

· 720 channel VHF radio,  minimum 5 watt radio plus back up radio
· Electronic Navigational Aid or GPS
· Transponder Mode C with 4096 codes  / e.g. in Europe Mode S 

· Emergency Locator Transmitter: ELT or EPERB
· Strobe light with minimum brightness required for aircraft
(in case of night flights)
*>

Recommended additional equipment
<* The organiser has to specify the recommended additional equipment here. It is recommended to have the following list for recommended additional items.
· Beam light or night vision for night landing

· Life raft (if flight over water is anticipated)

· Backup flight data recorder e.g. a GPS with altitude and position recording capability

*>

Barographs are not used anymore. New devices take the same function, so the proposal is to move the definition of the flight data recorder from the minimum required equipment to 10.13 and to adapt the following rules to reflect the change from barograph to the flight data recorder.
9.2
PREPARATION OF FLIGHT DATA RECORDERS

Organisers shall check and declare “clear for operations” all required flight data recorders individually prior to the launch period.

It is proposed to add one sentence of clarification to the rule 9.3

9.3
PREPARATION OF BALLOONS


The Launch Director will allocate to each competitor a space in which to prepare and inflate his balloon. The Launch Director has the authority to regulate the operation of all balloons and vehicles on the Launch Area. The safety officer / director has the authority to inspect and declare each participating balloon “clear for operation” and complying with the applicable airworthiness, safety and equipment requirements for the event.
10.11
LANDINGS


All tasks are completed when the pilot lands after dropping his last marker or when the balloon has come to rest after a contest landing. A competition landing shall be determined by a  an unvarying log trace of at least five minutes readable from the on-board flight data recorder. The pilot may land at his discretion subject to any minimum distance required by the task rules.

The balloon may be packed up but the basket may not be moved from the final resting place until an Observer has recorded the landing . The pilot may fly on after the Observer has recorded the landing point and the task is complete.

Landings: wording change approved, but some may not be applicable in events without observers.

In remodelling the rules that referred to the barograph, the existing AX MER were used as a guidance.
First, the Flight Data Recorder is defined, than its handling, and then the provisions for malfunction.
The rule order was changed to provide the description first.

10.13
 FLIGHT DATA RECORDER

A flight data recorder is a device that logs track and altitude of a balloon. The track points of the log will specify the position (latitude/longitude), the altitude and the time.

Each competitor will be given an electronic flight data recorder to be carried during each flight. Flight data recorders must be used as defined by the organizers,
In case of suspected time, altitude or airspace violations, flight data recorder data is deemed to be sufficient proof.
The competitor is responsible for any loss or damage between handing over and return of the flight data recorder.

10.14
FLIGHT DATA RECORDER FAILURE
In case of flight data recorder failure, the officials may ask the competitor to provide any GPS equipment he may have to substitute the missing information.

In case both the official flight data recorder and the competitor’s GPS-equipment are not providing the necessary information, the competitor may be penalized depending on competitive advantage gained.

It is therefore in the competitor’s interest to equip himself with a GPS that provides flight data information usable for providing position, time and altitude data. The competitors GPS should have the same set-up (time interval etc.) as the official flight data recorder or as instructed by officials.



10.15
FLIGHT DOSSIERS AND FLIGHT DATA RECORDER

The observer’s report form and the flight data recorder must be returned to the Competition Center within 24 hours of landing unless the Event Director has granted permission for an extension.

Summary of our recommendations:
The AA Working Group recommends taking the above additions and changes into the AA Model Event Rules Version 2008. There is a motion at the end of this report.
Rule changes proposed for the Coupe Aéronautique
Gordon Bennett MER 2008

Title change / Name correction: all mixed up references to “GB, Gordon Bennett, the Challenge, the Challenge Cup” to be changed to the correct name “Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett”.
Only when referring to the physical prize it is recommended to use the word trophy – to be able to distinguish between the event name and the trophy.
page 9 of the GB MER, in the section MINUTES OF THE CIA MEETING, 
amended at the CIA Meeting March 2008
ARTICLE 2


The Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, which will be a distance flight competition, shall be organized once every year and conform to the FAI Sporting Code and the provisions of the present rules.

ARTICLE 3

Originally only the General Conference of the FAI, on a recommendation from FAI’s Commission Aéronautique Sportive Internationale (CASI), had the right to amend the present rules. The right to change these rules was transferred to the CIA in 1984 (see CIA Minutes 1984, item VIII). In 1987 the CIA changed the Sporting Code Section One to reflect, under 6.2, that the CIA has full control of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett rules.

The time frames and deadlines for certain steps in the process were reconsidered.

ARTICLE 4

It is the responsibility of the NAC holding the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett Trophy to organize the competition in its country two years after winning the Trophy. However, if for any reason this NAC renounces its prerogative, or it fails to meet any of the event requirements of deadlines published by the CIA, the CIA may entrust the organization of the event to another NAC.


If the holder renounces the organization of the race, it should inform the FAI Secretariat within two months following the competition in which it was the winner.



The NAC organizing the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett shall be responsible for all costs of the event.

The text of the article 5 was extended to explain the newer procedures for the new schedule of the Coupe.

ARTICLE 5:
PARTICIPATION

Only NAC members of the FAI shall be able to participate in the race for the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett. They may not enter more than three balloons each.

After the competition results have been declared final by the event jury, the CIA President shall immediately send a letter to the winning NAC specifying the requirements and deadlines that shall be met before the CIA Plenary meeting the following year. The winning NAC must have their bid – to organize the concerned Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett event – submitted to the FAI Secretariat before February 15th of the following year. 

If all requirements and deadlines are met, the official CIA event sanction will be awarded at the following March CIA meeting.

If the winning NAC fails to meet any requirement by the February 15th deadline, they will loose their opportunity to automatically host the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett that was earned by their winning the Coupe. In this case the CIA will immediately notify all eligible NAC that bids will be accepted for the next available Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett.

Ensuing bids, supported by the completed bid files and the FAI/CIA Organizers Agreement signed by the organizing NAC and event Organizer shall be received by September 15th and reviewed by the appropriate CIA WGs to determine the best venue for the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, unless these time limits are changed by the CIA under special circumstances. The concerned CIA WGs shall then send their recommendations to the CIA Bureau for the official CIA sanction to be granted before that year’s event. The CIA is empowered to accept or reject such bids.

In addition to the Sporting Code requirements, the bids must contain at least the following information:

· Budget for the event and proposed funding guarantees

· Proposed location and venue

· Proposed Event Director and operation team

· Guarantee for the availability of gas for the entire flight window listed in the bid application

· Letter from the relevant ATC authorities declaring cooperation for the entire event

· Guarantee that night VFR will be allowed

· Detailed information on Entry Fee and specifically what it encompasses 

II.
GENERAL RULES

ARTICLE 6
BALLOON CATEGORIES
Only gas balloons with a maximum capacity of 1 000  cubic meters may participate in the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett.  A tolerance of 5% is allowed. All balloons – whatever their capacity – shall be filled with gas having the same specific weight and the same chemical composition. Pressurization of the balloon to maintain a constant density altitude shall not be permitted. In 2005 the CIA accepted  the use of both, Helium and Hydrogen as lifting gases during the same  Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett competition. .

ARTICLE 8:
THE CREW

During the entire duration of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, the crew for each balloon shall be composed of no less than two persons. The competitors shall be of the nationality of the NAC having entered them. Competitors who have been a resident for the preceding five years in the same country as the NAC entering them shall be eligible to be nominated by that NAC.
Article 10:


The organizing NAC shall publish the special rules at least six months before the date of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett. 

Paragraph title name fix

IV.
AWARDING OF THE COUPE AÉRONAUTIQUE GORDON BENNETT TROPHY
Article 12 13 14 15 and 17 name fix to reflect the proposed name “trophy” for the actual physical prize and to distinguish it from the title of the event, the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett
V.
THE OFFER OF A NEW Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett TROPHY
ARTICLE 16:


The NAC which becomes the final holder of the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett Trophy has the right to offer a new trophy. If within one month this NAC has not informed the FAI of its intention to use this right, the FAI may accept a new trophy from another NAC or another source.

Summary of our recommendations:

The AA Working Group recommends taking the above additions and changes into the GB Model Event Rules Version 2008. Motion as below.

RSC MOTIONS 

The AA Working Group / the RSC makes the MOTION to take the above additions and changes into the AA Model Event Rules Version 2008.

The AA Working Group / the RSC makes the MOTION to take the above additions and changes into the GB (Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett) Model Event Rules Version 2008.
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LEFTOVER for next year and other BUSINESS:

AA MER and GB MER could be better in sync for some wording, e.g. how to call the minimum equipment list

GB MER
Each balloon must carry at least:

AA MER:
Minimum equipment must consist of:

AX rule and event experience should be considered in further developing the AA and GB MERs, especially also the constant improvement in the AX MER G, that takes modern technology into account.
Check for compliance:
S1 An3 8.9
PROOF OF RULES VIOLATION        as in AX MER 2008 Rule 13.5

THE PRODUCTION AND DEMONSTRATION OF EVIDENCE FOR ANY ALLEGED INFRINGEMENT BY A COMPETITOR ALWAYS RESTS ENTIRELY WITH THE EVENT OFFICIALS. RULES SHALL NOT BE WRITTEN IN ORDER TO OBLIGE THE COMPETITOR TO PROVE HIS COMPLIANCE WITH THE RULES OR HIS INNOCENCE IN CASE OF ALLEGED INFRINGEMENT.

Other business:

AX reconsideration: AX MER G rule 6.5.2  GPS Logger failure.

why a pilot can’t achive a result with a marker in case both loggers did not work?
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