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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE
Ballooning Commission


Event Development Service  (EDS) Agenda

Wednesday March 5, 2008 
14:00 – 18:00 

2007 members:
Alex Nagorski (CAN) – Chair, Stella Roux Devillas (FRA), Martine Besnainou (FRA), 
Alan Blount (USA), Vladimir Karnaukhov (UKR)  

Observers: Pit Thibo, Felicity Clegg, Andy Baird, Gabriela Slavec, David Bareford 

1. Review of 2007 Event Sanctions

· Cancelled 2007 (51st) Gordon Bennett Race.

· Alan was on the event jury and gave an overview of problems encountered during the event. These included air space restrictions, alternate launch site, no meeting hall, a delayed inflation, and difficulties with ATC officials.  

· Suggestion from Alan to have a large deposit by organizers in case event is cancelled.
· Other event reports – no further discussion
· Proposal: At the time of signing the Organizers Agreement, ask for a deposit equal to the total of all the entry fees.

2. Review of planning status for events sanctioned for 2008 and 2009   

a)  2008 - Category One Sporting Events Sanctioned 

· 8th World Hot Air Airship Championship, St. Petersburg, Russia (21 - 28 June)
· Registration is still low.  Only 6 confirmed entries so far and another 6 interested 
· Organizers have made effort to contact pilots directly since some information is not reaching them through their NAC’s or balloon federations.
· Organizers have asked to extend invitation deadline by 1 month to April 30th to find more airships. 
· Travel compensation offered to pilots to bring airships is low but organizers looking at it.
· Food package not adequate, no places to eat close by.  Pit suggested some food services

· There is a Russian chief observer and another 20 Russian observers available to help 

· Safety officer proposed is Thierry Villey

· Some sanction application information still missing – organizers will provide

· Need deposit of 10,000 CHF payable at 2008 Plenary 

· BX meeting discussed air worthiness issues (eg. Experimental aircraft can not fly over built up area).  Could use AX rules interpretation for experimental aircraft.

· Lots of desire in St. Petersburg to hold championships
· 18th World Hot Air Balloon Championship, Hofkirchen,  Styria, Austria (13 -20 September) 

· Alan concerned about change in entry fee from original bid from 400 Euro to 450 Euro.  
· 52eme Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, Albuquerque, NM, USA  (3 - 11 October)
b)  2008 – CIA Sporting Event Sanctioned

· The Chinese Flight, 1st International Women Hot Air Balloon Event in China &
 International Hot Air Balloon Open Challenge, Jia YU Guan Pass, China (1 - 7 July)

· Requested sanction to be moved to 2009 due to impacted of 2008 Olympic games.  Prices have increased and availability of flights is a problem. 
· New dates 1 – 5 July 2009

· Site visit completed and ready to address all problems 
· 40 female pilots interested
· Working on sponsors 
c)  2009 Category One Sporting Events Sanctioned
· 16th European Hot Air Balloon Championship, Brissac-Quincé, France,  (21 - 29 August) 
· Running a small test event this year for officials (30 balloons) 

· Area has run large balloon events before

3. Sanction applications – presented later in the Plenary 
a)  2008 

· World Balloon Trophy, Luxembourg, July 30 to August 3, 2008
· 8th  MOL Cup Debrecen, Hungary, 30 Sept – 4 Oct

· Need deposit by end of Plenary 

· Vladimir will be at the 2008 MOL Cup so will send a report on how it went. 

· 2008. Tochigi, Japan 19-24 November  
b)  2009 

· 53rd Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett bids 
· Germany, Switzerland, UK, USA, Luxembourg (withdrawn),  
c) 2010 

· 19th World Hot Air Balloon Championship bid , Hungary, October 2-10, 2010
· Number of entries and other items need to be clarified and completed
· 19th World Hot Air Balloon Championship bid, India,  2010  withdrawn
· Interest still remains in India to host an event but they will need to do long term preparation and running of some Category One events.  The 1st Open Brasil de Balonismo event had a very nice program to develop ballooning, public relations and community involvement.  This kind of program could be useful for India to use.  Alex and Gabriela Slavec (Brasil) will work together with India.
4. Event Proposals

· Ladies European and World Championship category proposal for 2009  (Lithuania) 

· EDS is concerned about a separate women’s championship category since most female competitors do not want to be treated differently. 

5. Event Development

We need to find new countries to organize continental and world championships.  Pat Brake will be asked for information and help in contacting Mexican balloonists.

6. Competitors SC survey

Alan gave a run through some of the items in the survey. 
· Some items important to competitors include more incentive to competitors, such as travel expenses rather than gala dinners.

· Would like to see more participant detail on sanction applications. 

7. Event Sanctioning Document Update
A project was undertaken in 2007 to update the sanctioning documents and to make them and the CIA web site more friendly to new organizers.  Group members recommended some changes but a fresh view was needed so Gabriela Slavec was asked to review them.   She has made some good suggestions for the documents and the CIA Website.  Work will continue in 2008 on this project. 

8. Other Business
· EDS has been asked by the CIA President to re-define it mission and tasks by July 15th, 2008.  This will be undertaken after the CIA Conference.

· Alan asked that for all event correspondence to be circulated within the group.

9. EDS Membership for 2008
Alex Nagorski (Canada) – Chairman  
Stella Roux Devillas (France)  

Martine Besnainou (France)

Gabriela Slavec (Brasil)

Vladimir Karnaukhov (Ukraine)  

Alan Blount (USA) 
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