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FAI General Conference 2008 – Rhodes (Greece) – October 10-13, 2008

CIA President’s Report

The General Conference sessions took place on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th October at the Sofitel/Capsis Hotel in Ixia/Rhodes, Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th having been reserved for the Air Sports Commission Presidents’ and CASI meetings respectively. 

This being a summary report (the minutes of the respective meetings will be available later on the FAI web site), I will limit myself to report on the major or CIA relevant discussion items.

Air Sports Commission Presidents Meeting

1. 2009 World Air Games

The FAI President and JM Badan reported that good progress was made regarding the program content and that the management structure had recently been finalized. All Air Sports, except General Aviation, will participate and most of the events will take place in Turin. During the discussions it appeared that ASC could agree on the general consensus that the future WAG must be considered as the FAI’s Top Sporting Events.

For Ballooning, the organizers appointed, and the CIA Bureau approved, Giovanni AIMO as the responsible Air Sport Director, who is to work closely with the CIA Liaison Officer, Alex Nagorski. Ballooning activities at the WAG will be limited to ballooning (no airships), with the AX event being staged in Mondovi (+/- 80 km from Turin), and the AA event planned in Turin. The initial number of participants in the AX event was set to 15 competitors, a number which we try to increase to 25 or 30, and 6 competitors in the AA event. An AX test event is scheduled for June 2008 in Mondovi, and therefore it is vitally important that the Event rules and the selection process be approved by the CIA Plenary in March 2008 in Salzburg. 

The WAG General Rules were presented and sent to CASI for approval. In this respect, your President informed the meeting that he objected to the rules regarding the WAG Jury composition and duties (single Jury for all WAG events, no CIA approved and dedicated jurors for the ballooning events), and that he would oppose the present wording in CASI. 

As our events will take place away from the main WAG venue, and as ballooning is nevertheless to be considered an integral part of the WAG, the organizers are prepared to go new ways as far as data & images acquisition/transmission/presentation is concerned, and we will cooperate closely with the organizers and contribute our experience and expertise in this respect.

2. ATMOS – FAI Online Competition project

It appears that the project has not been followed by the CIA as intensively as required and agreed. In October 2006 the developers launched a Beta version for ballooning, but until now lacked sufficient input from the ballooning community. A supplementary effort is now required if we want to proceed with this important project, for which the FAI also wants to recruit a new project manager.

3. FAI Sporting License database

The Secretary General informed the ASC Presidents about his office’s efforts to create and manage a centralised Sporting License database, which would ultimately allow all FAI members, event organizers and other interested parties to access detailed information on license holders. The system will rely heavily on NAC input, and the following implementation process is planned:

· With immediate effect, all NACs are invited to send details of their FAI Sporting Licence holders to the FAI Secretariat at: sportinglicences@fai.org The details sent will be up-loaded to the data-base, and final checks will be made to eliminate bugs by the end of this year.

· Starting on 1st January 2008, access to the data-base will be granted (by password) to selected persons who need to know details of Sporting License holders (such as competition organisers), or who need to be able to modify details or up-load new data concerning their own Sporting License holders (such as NAC staff).

· With effect from 1 January 2009, FAI Sporting Licenses will only be valid if they appear on the central FAI database. So from that date, every NAC will have an obligation to keep the data concerning their license-holders up to date.

4. Finances

· Refinement of consolidated presentation of ASC accounts and budgets were discussed and adopted. 

· A majority of ASC are in favour to adopt a cautious policy in respect to prize-money in CAT1 events, and all agreed that appearance money or reimbursement of travel expenses are not be considered as prize-money.

· ASC were reminded of the role of the ASC accounts and Treasurers
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