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	FÉDÉRATION AÉRONAUTIQUE INTERNATIONALE
Ballooning Commission


Minutes of AX Working Group Meeting

5th March 2007, Austria

1. Roll call


AX-WG:
Uwe Schneider - Chairman


Mathijs deBruijn


David Levin


Eric Decellieres


David Bareford

Observers: 

	Soejima
	Hiromori
	Japan

	Purfield 
	Les
	UK

	Stener
	Bengt
	Sweden

	Weber
	Claude
	Luxembourg

	Ireland
	Steve
	Australia

	Miklousic
	Tom D.
	Croatia

	Ichiyoshi
	Sabu
	Japan

	Ina
	Takashi
	Japan

	Sullivan
	Mark
	USA

	Clegg
	Felicity
	South Africa

	Slavec
	Gabriela
	Brasil

	Handl
	Sabrina
	Germany

	Handl
	Stefan
	Germany

	Aimo
	Giovanni
	Italy

	Oggioni
	Paolo
	Italy

	Karnaukhov
	Vladimir
	Ukraine

	Blount
	Alan
	USA

	Stürzlinger
	Gerald
	Austria


2. Check of 2008 rules for Cat 1 events

1. Worlds 2008 AUT

2. MOL Cup 2008 HUN

3. Tochigi Hot Air Balloon Intl. Championship 2008 JPN
AX-WG recommends that the rules are approved as submitted in the last version.

All organisers agreed to use the AXMER 2008 resp. AXMERG 2008. 


The AX-WG would monitor, that only the allowed and approved changes would be made in the event rules, RSC will approach the bureau for final approval and the relevant jury will check final compliance with the changes agreed.
4. World Balloon Trophy LUX 2008

5. Pre-WAG 2008 ITA 

The organisers will hand in the set of rules later, based on the AXMERG 2008. The RSC will approach the bureau for final approval.

Motion: 
that the rules for the above mentioned 2008 Cat 1 event rules are approved 
3. AXMER Review

Besides some minor editorial corrections the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- goals selected by a competitor shall not be within 200m of a red PZ. As 3D-goals may be declared in tasks today, the rule has been extended to blue PZ.

II. 12
SAFETY LIMITATIONS (12.4)
No goal selected by a competitor shall be:

d.
within a blue PZ

- in some rules there was a relation to marker drop. As the marker drop may be free or gravity and the official word is marker release, ‘drop’ was changed to ‘release’ in the relevant rules:


affects 6.5.1, 10.3, 12.16.3 and 15.x

- to put and end to different interpretations of what is allowed and what not in PZ and OFB, 7.2 and 7.3.1 haven been rewritten :

7.2
OUT OF BOUNDS


The Director may define areas or airspaces as out of bounds. Take-Offs or contest landings in OFB Areas are prohibited and the competitor will achieve no result in the relevant task. Goal declarations in OFB areas or airspaces will be considered invalid. Competitors cannot achieve a valid mark, valid track point or result in OFB areas or airspaces.
7.3
PROHIBITED ZONES (PZs)

7.3.1
The director may define airspace or areas as prohibited. A mark or track point inside red, yellow or blue PZ is valid unless the area is defined as OFB. The boundaries and, if applicable, the altitude limits in feet MSL, shall be published in writing for each PZ.

Additionally a list of actions allowed and not allowed in PZ or OFB is included in the COH.

- Jury board felt that up to 500 competition point penalty was not enough for power line contact. In rule 10.8 a sentence was added allowing the director to regard it as reckless flying and penalise it accordingly:

10.8
COLLISION


A competitor whose balloon is in collision with power or telephone wires or their supports, at any time between inflation and completion of final landing will be penalised up to 500 competition points. Collisions may be penalised under the rule for reckless flying.
- to change the ground contact rule:

11.4
GROUND CONTACT 1


… may make contact with the ground or water surface or anything resting on or attached to the ground, until the last task has been completed. until the final marker has reached the ground.
- what to do if a target is not displayed:

12.5
TARGET


… A competitor reaching a goal where an expected target is not displayed should aim for the goal coordinate.

- Precision of track points changed to 1 m and interpolation recommended:

14.6
PRECISION

14.6.1
Results shall be established with the highest precision at hand.

14.6.2
The following standards will be used:


Result method
Precision
Printout example [m]

tape / surveying
centimeters
1.23

map coordinate
decameters
  1250.00of AXMERG
Track point/GPS
decameters
  1231.00

Track point/GPS results are calculated with a precision of 1m and then rounded to decameters.

Interpolation between track points may be used to establish the scoring position.

Motion: that the changes to the AXMER are approved as presented 

4. AXMERG Review

Besides one minor editorial corrections and all changes (where applicable) as proposed in the AXMER the following rules changes and definitions have been worked out and are proposed to the plenary:

- interpolation of track points recommended:
In 12.21.1  of AXMERG the word ‘file’ was deleted to allow for interpolation.

12.21.1
A track point is defined by recorded date / time, coordinates and altitude of a point of the track file of a GPS logger.

- rule 8.4.8 rewritten to not allow competitive advantage by repeated marker releasing in MSA

8.4.8 Marker order. Unless track points are used, the task data shall specify for each task the marker(s) to be used. If no competitive advantage is gained, the penalty for releasing the wrong marker is 25 task points per task. If more than the allowed number of markers is released in a task, the competitor will be scored by track point.
- many rules referred to a valid mark. Those were changed to valid mark or valid track point
12.17.1, tasks 15.13.+

- added under task data of task 15.1

15.1.2
Task data:

c.  goals available for declarations minimum and maximum distances of goal(s) from CLP or ILP as per TDS

Motion: that the AXMERG are approved as presented

5. Input of other WG and SC

Multi-meeting together with ScWG and Loggers to resolve wording and penalties in PZ and OFB.

6. Recommendation to other WG and SC
No more
7. WAG

Rules to be used: AXMERG
Recommended tasks to be set: Director to take decision respecting weather, technical facilities and media/spectator demand.

8. Business for 2007/2008:
None so far

9. Proposed 2008/2009 Working Group Members and Chairperson
Uwe Schneider  (GER) 
delegate -  Chairman 



Mathijs deBruijn  (NED) 
delegate



David Levin  (USA)
alt. delegate



Eric Decellieres  (FRA)
alt. delegate

David Bareford  (GBR)
delegate

Summary of Motions to the plenary:

Motion: 
that the rules for 2008 Cat 1 events are approved with the changes as described 
Motion: 
that the AXMER are approved as presented 

Motion: 
that the AXMERG are approved as presented
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