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Albert ‘Bert’ Padelt

2011 Montgolfier Diploma Nomination

Contributions to the Sport of Ballooning

Citation

For designing and building gas and hot air balloons which have advanced the performance capability of the sport of ballooning and which have been used to set Distance, Duration and Altitude world records.  For participating in all major aspects of the sport including distance pilot, competition pilot, support crew of the First Solo Round the World Balloon Flight, and leadership in the Balloon Federation of America.   Written by Steve Fossett  August 11, 2007
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Bert Padelt is a balloon system designer and builder who has developed a modern, light weight, affordable gas balloon system that is widely used by gas balloonist both in the United States and internationally.  His designs and systems have advanced the science of gas ballooning and his endless promotion of the sport has been instrumental in generating a revival of interest in gas ballooning and Gordon Bennett type distance competition in the United States.  

Bert’s latest effort has been the development of a hydrogen capable gas balloon.  This effort started with several years of research and coordination with fabric finishers to develop a custom material; was followed by discussions with technical experts and culminated with the building and test flights of an envelope that is now fully FAA certified.  Bert’s emphasis on safety drove him to develop new techniques of construction to ensure that conductivity existed throughout the entire envelope.
 Bert has also served as the Balloon Federation of America’s Gas Division Chairman for many years.
Respectively  Submitted

Troy Bradley

President – Balloon Federation of America

