USA REPORT 2011

In the NTSB report you will see there were 8 ballooning accidents in the U.S. in 2011, half of these were during
commercial ride operations. All of the serious injuries in the commercial ride operations were caused by
higher than anticipated winds at landing. Our balloon federation membership was down slightly this past year
due in part to the graying of the sport and not many new pilots being added. Preparations for the World Hot
Air Balloon Championship are coming along as planned and the organizers are working hard to guarantee the
best event possible. Our National Balloon Championship will move out of Michigan to Longview Texas.
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