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FAI - CIACA REPORT - SWITZERLAND - 2005

This is the Annual Report on Amateur Aircraft Construction in Switzerland 

for the April 2006 FAI - CIACA Meeting.
1
National Association
EAS Experimental Aviation of Switzerland

Jost Wallimann

In der Chalen 8

CH-8123 Ebmatingen

Switzerland

E-Mail: info@w-cars.com
Internet: Web-Site: http://www.experimental.ch 

Membership
in EAS is app. 580

2
CIACA Delegate
Helmut Anderegg

Ruopigenring 61

6015 Reussbuehl

Switzerland

Phone / FAX: ++41 41 250 1286

E-Mail: handeregg@mydiax.ch

CIACA Alternate Delegate

Werner Schneider

Tegerfeldstrasse 21

5303 Würenlingen
Switzerland

Phone ++41 56 2900331

E-Mail: glastar@gmx.net
3. 
General Situation
3.1 Statistics

Number of flying homebuilt aircraft:
171
Aircraft

16
Helicopters

Number of aircraft under construction
145
Aircraft approx

9
Helicopters approx

Number of vintage/old-timer
135
(not under EAS Membership)

Number of homebuilt aircraft flown hours
not available

Number of accidents
1 fatal, Jurca Spitfire from Switzerland and 1 non fatal, weather, Aircraft from Denmark

A database was put in place and slowly gets filled with the available data to facilitate information exchange http://db.experimental.ch
4
Certification Scheme
Airworthiness Certificate is issued by FOCA (Federal Office for Civil Aviation)

Three years ago, the transition of the responsibility for the certification activities to the EAS was finished. The FOCA is now issuing the certificate based on the report of the EAS specialists.

EAS members acting as (of every activity, a report is issued):

· Technical counsellors to control intermediate steps of construction, aircraft weighing, load tests
· Engineers to check required engineering data (strength substantiation, systems etc..)

· Final inspection before issue of airworthiness certificate of aircraft
· Perform measurements for noise certificate (EAS is approved by BAZL)
· Flight test counselors to supervise flight tests and help for administration

· EAS members (inspectors) to perform inspections for certification renewals (continued airworthiness)
· EAS members acting as Certification Specialists to supervise the full activities and issue a final report for certification
Duration of certificate:
2 years, inspection by EAS (cost included in yearly charges)

5
Certification Renewal Charges

Included in yearly charges, depending on aircraft weight (~0.3 Euro/kg (0.45 SFr.))

6
Border Crossing Restrictions Situation Update

Allowed for all ECAC member countries to entry to Switzerland

7
Radio Requirements

There is no legal requirement to equip aircraft with radio but most airfields require radio, therefore almost all aircraft are equipped.

Transponder requirement as in all European airspace (depending on class)

Carriage of ELT‘s is voluntary

8
Insurance Requirement

Insurance Requirements ARE aligned with European Regulation L138 or 785/2004 lower limit for passenger insurance is chosen (100'000 below 2.7t)

9
Operational / Environmental / Noise Limitations

This is no special homebuilt issue; the regulations for certified aircraft are all applicable also for homebuilt aircraft.

Noise certificates are aligned since autumn last year with ICAO standards, however noise fees are still handled in the different categories, standard ICAO limit is noise class B.

On most airfields restrictions concerning takeoff, circuit flying, school flights, glider towing and parachute plane operation are issued. (Break over lunchtime, stop at evening / afternoon, Sunday restrictions etc.). Not yet aligned with EASA requirements.

As usual, for homebuilt aircraft no commercial operation is allowed.

Ultralights are not allowed to operate in Switzerland because of environmental reasons. This is now the Swiss version, the Ecolight aircraft, that are accepted in Switzerland.

(Political Problem in Switzerland).
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Additional Remarks

Now the IFR and NVFR equipment of homebuilt aircraft is allowed. The certification will be by individual treatment.

Since last year the new class of aircraft types (reduced technical requirements, MTOW 560 kg) in Switzerland, the Ecolight’s are allowed for certification. The first certificated Ecolight’s in Switzerland are flying. The Ecolight’s are a typical Swiss version of the internationally known Ultralight’s, but restricted to a minimum wing loading of 20 kg/m2, because the law of not allowing the Ultralight aircraft.

In the last year the EAS Meeting in Switzerland was during a time of very bad weather. During the flight back to home, the Danish pilot of the Opus had an accident in the alps and fortunately he survived.

Financial load for FOCA delegated work is quite high and future will show if more costs can be refunded through authorities (eg. high insurance cost). Willingness to help inside the association through members is declining and we are in doubt if we can on long term provide the services without getting full paid professionals for doing the job.
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Suggestions for C.I.A.C.A.  Initiatives

Is it possible to proceed in the direction to unify the certification procedures (EASA)?

First step to exchange information on already performed engineering work (circulate a list of approved projects), so that the same work needs not to be repeatedly performed in each country? The list should be circulated via the CAICA-Homepage, either public or in a closed members area.

Another suggestion is to make the CAICA-Homepage more attractive to be more a reason to check for information’s of experimental aircraft. Better reports of the annual meetings would be a good start. For this the member associations need to send a couple of photos and a short report to the webmaster. We know, that this is additional work and we need support of the FAI on that.
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Fly-in

Spring Fly-in:

Airport:
Yverdon (LSGY)

Date:

13. & 14. May 2006

Summer Fly-in:

Airport:
Ecuvillens (LSGE)

Date:

18 August to 20 August 2006

Participants are welcome. Usually about more than 100 aircraft are visiting if weather permits. At the summer Fly-in about 25 foreign aircraft are attending.

See the announcement on the EAS Homepage on Internet for details.
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Magazine

The magazine EAS NEWS is issued 3 to 4 times a year

The editor is Lucretia Hitz
