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FAI JURY REPORT

11th R/C Helicopter World Championship

Zamora, Spain
4. August – 14. August, 2005
ORGANIZATION:  The 11th FAI F3C R/C Helicopter World Championship was organized by Club Aeromodelismo Zamora, a member of the Real Federación Aeronáutica Española (RFAE), a member of the NAC.  Competition information was provided in Bulletins 0, 1, 2bis and 2end with final information provided on the competition web site.  There were 76 competitors from 28 countries registered.
ACCOMMODATION:  The competition officials, FAI Judges, FAI Jury stayed at the “Hosteria Real de Zamora” hotel.  The competitors stayed at various hotels located in the city of Zamora and in the surrounding region.  Breakfast and dinner were served at the hotels each day.  Lunch was served at the flying site.

FLYING SITE:  The competition took place on the “Club Aeromodelismo Zamora” flying field.  Due to the limited length of the main runway and the relative position of the sun, two competition sites had to be positioned at right angles and at the ends of the main runway.  Flight Line 1 could not be started until 12:00 noon and Flight line 2 had to be started at 08:00 hours to keep the sun out of the 120 and 60 degree windows.  The club’s permanent buildings and shelters were used to serve lunch and house the transmitter impound.  A mobile building was installed to house the computer scoring system.  A large tent was set up for team managers meetings.  Smaller canopies were used to shelter the participating teams from the very hot sun.  Individual umbrellas were supplied to the judges to provide the very necessary shade.
MODEL PROCESSING:  Competitor registration and model processing took place on the field on Friday 5. August followed by a team manager’s meeting in the evening.  Each model was checked for FAI sticker, proper markings and compliance with F3C rules.  Each transmitter was checked for frequency using a handheld scanner.
OPENING CEREMONY:  The opening ceremony took place at 19:00 hours on Friday at the flying field.  Each participating nation carried its flag while their national anthem was being played.  The Mayor of Coreses welcomed everyone to Spain and to the World Championship.  The competition was officially opened by the President of the FAI Jury.
COMPETITION:  Official practice took place on Saturday 6. August.  Three “Schedule A” calibrating flights for the judges were flown prior to the first preliminary round on Sunday 7. August.  The first preliminary rounds started at 08:00 and 12:00 hours and ended at 16:00 and 20:00 hours respectively each day from 7. to 9. August.  Due to rain on Wednesday 10. August, the last preliminary round was completed on Thursday 11. August, the scheduled tour day.  Two “Schedule B” warm-up flights were flown for the judges before the first two fly-off rounds on Friday 12. August.  The final fly-off round was flown on Saturday 13. August.  An official protest was filed during the second fly-off round and it was rejected by the FAI Jury.
AWARD CEREMONY AND Banquet:  The award ceremony took place in the evening of Saturday 13. August on the flying field. FAI certificates, FAI medals and the perpetual F3C Team and World Champion trophies were presented.  The banquet took place at Hotel “Don Sancho” in Zamora where the organizers presented additional prizes to the competitors.  The FAI Judges and Jury members also received souvenir trophies from the Competition Director.
COMMENTS:  The timely information flow for this competition was sporadic at best.  The web site appeared incomplete for most of the time prior to the event.  Many tasks that should have been completed weeks before the event were in fact completed at the last minute.  Many competitors did not provide their frequencies before the competition and should have been rejected by the organizer.  This fact alone created a severe hardship for the organizer.  Due to the orientation of the flying site it was barely sufficient for an event of this size and resulted in 12 hour days for the preliminary rounds.  In the future, it is suggested that the contest site be described more accurately, especially its orientation with respect to the sun at noon.  Processing of transmitters using a handheld scanner is not adequate because it does not check the bandwidth of the transmitted signal.  For the first three days, the organizer did not follow the course layout in the sporting code and chased spectators and the press off the field.  On the fourth day the FAI Jury convinced the organizer to correct this shortcoming.  The organizer accepted an exclusive sponsorship from a major R/C Helicopter manufacturer and on several occasions this resulted in the manufacturer trying to interfere with the competition.  This cannot be condoned at future World Championships.  The infrastructure of the flying site was first rate and the envy of many participants.  The organizer did an excellent job of providing food, cold drinks & shelter to the competition officials at the flying site.
SUMMARY:  We thank the members of Club Aeromodelismo Zamora for running the 11th F3C World Championship in a fair and friendly atmosphere.  We especially thank the FAI Judges and the entire competition staff coming from different parts of Spain for making this a successful Championship.
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