Technical Secretary

Report to the Plenary Meeting 2006

My first year as CIAM Technical Secretary has been interesting, challenging and rewarding.  I am indeed fortunate to be working with so many respected and talented people in our sport  across the world.

Throughout the year there has been a great number of world records homologated, with many undergoing the process as I write this report.  Very many of the new world records were in the Electric classes.

I should like to take this opportunity to remind those of you who may be thinking of attempting world records that the distance calculation software on the FAI website  offers calculation by both the FAI Sphere and the WGS84 Ellipsoid but, effective from 1st January 2006, it is only calculation made by the WGS84 Ellipsoid that is permitted for aeromodelling world records.

As my predecessor has said on many occasions, the Sporting Code gets bigger every year:  we add much, but delete little.  Nonetheless, I was pleased that the huge amount of work undertaken on the 2006 Volumes was completed to schedule and that the FAI was able to publish the downloadable Volumes on the website before Christmas.    

A Sporting Code in standard English and without ambiguities, inconsistencies, duplications or omissions, is still a number of years away and it may not, in actuality, be achievable but, nevertheless, I hope I am given the opportunity to continue to strive towards this goal.  During 2005, the first phase was completed with the standardisation of the common content of all the Volumes.  It was my intention that this would give the solid foundation necessary for the further enhancements.  Without question, this cannot be anything other than a long-term project.

The Bureau is currently looking into instituting a standard and methodology for the use and easy revision of the drawings and diagrams used in the various Volumes including establishing a portfolio containing each drawing or diagram file.

Finally, there are many proposals on the Plenary Agenda and it is timely to remind you of the Bureau procedure regarding consequential changes in the Sporting Code caused by proposals voted on and approved at the Plenary meeting. The responsibility for locating and implementing these consequential changes lies with the Technical Secretary for the ABR volume and the appropriate Sub-Committee Chairmen for the other volumes. 
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