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November 30th, 2005

CIAM SC Education Report 2005 

1. Change of SC Name to “Education” 

Decision of the Plenary Meeting 05 provided a suitable working base to the SC.

2. Visit of the Plenary Meeting Aviation & Space Education Commission (CIEA)
Backed by the Plenary Meeting the SC Chairman attended the Plenary Meeting of the FAI Education Commission 17./18.June 05 in Paris. President Ray Johnson asked for a presentation about CIAM, but I felt free to introduce into the basis of aeromodelling as well. My presentation of about one hour started with this introduction, continued with 20 slides of juniors engaged with flying simple or advanced model aircraft, scrolled through an Excel-file with the 59 CIAM classes and ended up with explaining and flying some “heavy” indoor models.
I estimated that most of the delegates never saw a flying model aircraft before, and was right. In my opinion it was high time to start the discussion with the Aviation & Space Education Commission, which is small up to now, but never the less important for the future of our sport.
3. National Programs
There were only a few reactions to letters to the e-mail list. New activities within youth programs are rare.

From Ireland and Spain the SC Chairman got requests for sources of the little indoor rubber model “Junior” which proved to be one of the best introductions into motorised model flying at all. This little kit is produced in Czech Republic and offers particularly good solutions for propeller, bearing and hooks. Pupils can concentrate on building wing, tailplane and fuselage. To be ordered from the British online-shop SAMS (www.samsmodels.demon.co.uk).  

In Germany the model flying commission struggled the first year, missing a big lump sum granted by the sponsors Graupner and Uhu to support the organisation of the traditional competition “Der kleine Uhu”. The UhuCup introduced instead bases on a website providing all dates and forms but showed huge difficulties to be accepted by the clubs. We hope for a better year 2006. Nevertheless, on demand Graupner sends big parcels with gifts for all kind of junior competitions, with the German Free Flight Junior Nationals being no exemption.

4. Age of Juniors

The question “How to get kits involved” should be on the agenda of every sub-committee. If rising the general age of juniors from 18 years to 21 years might be a solution, the plenary meeting March 2006 may decide (proposal from Russia). The prevailing limit of the age produces a growing problem especially in the advanced technical classes like F3A, F3C, F3D, but is justified in upcoming classes like F3P or F3K and well-tried in F1 or F3J. 

5. CIAM Flyer

The SC Chairman Education will be producing a CD with photographs every year, the first one to be finished December 05. This CD is thought to be a contribution to the two CIAM-websites (and the newly designed German www.modellflug-im-daec.de).
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