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REPORT BY THE F.A.I. JURY TO THE INTERNATIONAL AEROMODELLING 
COMMISSION ( C. I .A. M ) 


 
EVENT DETAILS: 


 
2008 FAI EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS FOR SPACE MODELS 


(SENIORS AND JUNIORS) 
(12-TH EUROPEAN SPACEMODELLING CHAMPIONSHIPS) 


 
DATE: 22nd to 28th August, 2008 LOCATION:  Irig (Serbia)  


ORGANIZING NAC:  Vazduhoplovni savez Srbije (Aeronautical Union of Serbia) 
EXECUTIVE ORGANIZER: Modeling Club “Sirmium” from Sremska Mitrovica (Serbia) 


 
CONTEST EVENTS / NUMBER OF COMPETITORS/ NUMBER OF TEAMS 


 
 SENIORS  JUNIORS  


 Class Individuals Teams  Class Individuals Teams  


 S1B 40 13  S1A 27 9  


 S5C 23 8  S3A 30 11  


 S6A 40 14  S5B 21 8  


 S7 25 9  S6A 30 11  


 S9A 40 14  S8D 15 6  


 Total 168 58  Total 123 45  


 Comparisson of  total participation - 12th EuSMCh 2009 in Irig (SRB) to 11th EuSMCH2007 in Kosice (SVK)    


 Total 145 54  Total 130 49  


 Increase % 15,86 7,40  Increase % -6,39% -8,16  


          Comparisson of participation per classes -  12th EuSMCh 2009 in Irig (SRB) to 11th EuSMCH2007 in Kosice (SVK) 


Classes Kosice   Irig  Kosice   Irig   Classes Kosice   Irig  Kosice   Irig  


S5C 21       23 7         8  S5B 22       21  9      8 


S7 22       25 8         9  S8D  21       15 9      6  


S9B 38       40 14       14     


Total 81       88 29       31   Total 43       36       18    14 


Increase % 8,64 6,89   -8,37          -22,22 


 


Note 1:  In 12th European Spacemodelling Championships participated teams from the following countries: BLR, BUL, CZE, ESP, 
(GBR), (ITA), LTU, (MKD), POL, ROU, RUSS, SLO, SRB, SVK. There were 14 senior teams with 78 sportsmen and 11 junior 
teams with 52 sportsmen. In brackets are countries without junior teams. 


Note 2:  There was one record attempt by BLR significant in their national frames. 


EVENT PERSONNEL: CHAMPIONSHIPS DIRECTOR: Andrija DUCAK (SRB), GENERAL MANAGER: Dragana SPASOJEVIC 
(SRB), RANGE SAFETY OFFICER (RSO) for Seniors: Georgi GEORGIEVSKI (MKD), RSO for Juniors: Marian CUDEN (SLO), 
RSO ASSISTANTS: Nebojsa PELAGIC (SRB) and Slobodan MAKSIC (SRB). SCALE MODEL JUDGES: Oleg KHOROSH (RUS), 
Chief Judge, Stuart LODGE (GBR), Jan KOTUHA (SVK), Jury KASPAR (CZE), Nikola CVJETICANIN (SRB). ENGINE TESTING 
TEAM: Zdenek KOLAR (CZE), Andrej VRBEC (SLO), Miodrag CIPCIC (SRB) 


FAI JURY: PRESIDENT: Srdjan D. PELAGIC, dipl.ing (SRB) MEMBER 1: Gerhard WOEBBEKING (GER), MEMBER 2: Ion GUZU 
(ROU).  


COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS: There was only one protest from Romania on safety matters that was upheld. 


COMMENTS ON THE EVENT: 


 
GENERAL:  The 12th European Spacemodelling Championships was organized by the experienced organizer, who already 
organized a similar event in 2003, so the competition area and accommodation conditions as well as the access to the venue was 
well known to almost all participating teams. In spite of financial restrictions and support by the Ministry of Youth and Sports and 
other sponsors the execute organizer MK “Sirmium” succeeded to run this Championships according the FAI/CIAM standards. The 
township of Irig, a small town in Frushka Gora hills, the host of these Championshps, deserves appreciation of participants. 


PRE-CONTEST INFORMATIONS: There were four pre-contest bulletins posted on a special 12thEuSMCh2009 WEB site 
published from January to August with all necessary information.  


ACCOMMODATION, FOOD AND TRANSPORTATION: Participants were accommodated mainly in Hotel “Termal” in Vrdnik, in two 
and three bed bedrooms, located in a well known spa in Frushka Gora hilly area. Several teams rented small houses in Vrdnik or in 
other nearby villages. Breakfasts and dinners were served at the hotel restaurant. Lunch was served at the flying field in lunch 
packages. Food was good but service of waiters at the hotel was usually very slow.   There was a canteen at the flying field with 
grilled meat and beverages. Transportation to and from the flying field was organized by two comfortable busses and private cars. 
Convoy of these vehicles was escorted by traffic police, so the whole trip one way took only about 15 minutes. 







FLYING FIELD & LAUNCHING SITE: Flying field was positioned at the flat, just harvested wheat field of about 80 hectares with no 
obstacles easily accessible from the motor road.  There was erected a village consisting of large military tents with separated 
sections for each team, a tent and a trailer for computer center and also tents for canteen, jury and medical aid. There were also 
available toilets and a truck with a large water tank for washing and refreshment. In front of every tent were 50 liter demijohns with 
drink water and hot and cold water taps.  


Launching area was divided in two sections with a launch sites for every team marked by plastic ribbons.  The organizer ensured 
two chairs for time-keepers, two binoculars, a tripod, digital stop-watches and a plaque with a launch site number etc for every 
launch site. In altitude classes a long red and white pole was used to show the trackers the exact launching position. Hand-hold 
radios were used for communication between the launching area and computer center for data transmission.  


WEATHER:  Weather was sunny, clear and very hot with temperatures ranging from 20 C in the morning to 38 C at noon. Wind 
speed was low and in two days there was almost no wind so it was difficult to stay the whole day in the field. Enough soft drinks 
and water for refreshment of participants helped to spend long hours in hot atmosphere with no problems and sun shocks. 


MODEL PROCESSING AND ENGINE TESTING:  Model processing took place at the hotel and also on  the field  and ensured by 
experienced personnel.  Engine testing was conducted by international crew of three qualified persons on Czech-type high quality 
engine tester used many times in SM championships.  Engine testing was completed efficiently with registered thrust-time curves 
and necessary data. Engine testing was done in presence of the TM of relevant teams. 


FLYING:  The flying activities were controlled by the RSO for seniors, the RSO for juniors and their two assistants. They ensured 
efficient launching procedures, except in altitude classes where some problems were noticed at the beginning of the contest 
because of lack sufficient training of the trackers. Judging and time-keeping was fair and correct. 


Trackers were professional surveying engineers with modern theodolites, but these instruments were not adequate for tracking 
quickly moving flying objects. Also color of sky was changing during the contest and it was difficult to select an appropriate color of 
power clouds ejected from the models to ease tracking to ease visibility. Military TZK wide angle theodolites (that were used 
successfully for decades) are now available only in Slovakia.  Change of the measuring method from optical to electronic is urgent 
because of too much TL(track lost), NC(no close) and DQ flights. There was quite a number of DQs because of instability of altitude 
models, so bigger, more attractive and more stable models should be flown in future, which shall require some rules changes.  


DATA PROCESSING: Data processing was at a computer center located in a trailer with a big sunshade by its side.  It was 
equipped with three modern laptop computers and young well trained crew. In front of the computer center was a scoreboard. All 
necessary data were posted there after each round. Because of necessity to have real time information a classic  hand-written 
score sheet was posted at the score board, but some data were posted there with a bigger delay than some competitors expected. 
This lead to several discussions with the team leaders, but such conversations concluded without any protest. This was especially 
noticed in altitude classes where such “real-time” results have to be posted based on raw data and some TL or NC had to be 
corrected during the round. Communication with the flying field was correct, but in altitude classes took too much time. At the 
intervention of the FAI jury was introduced the fly opportunity rule that gave the possibility to execute valuable flights for each 
competitor.    


CEREMONIES & PRIZES: Opening and Closing Ceremonies were held at Hotel “Termal” in front  of its swimming pool.  It was too 
small for all participants and guests, so parade was limited to a person who hold a panel with team’s name and a person with the 
country’s flag. Flag poles were located little too far on a little hill slope. At the opening ceremony participated the deputy of Serbian 
Minister of Youth and Sports, NAC top officials and local authorities with usual welcoming speeches. The Closing Ceremony and 
the Closing Banquet were in a large banquet hall at the Hotel “Termal” also visited by different authorities and with nice awarding 
ceremony to overall best teams and sportsmen and also to all those who contributed to organization of this event.  Prize awarding 
ceremonies were at the end of every day in the field with a podium, flags, national  anthems.  There were awarded CIAM medals, 
FAI diplomas and fine organizer’s cups to all winners and the winning teams. Also a nice welcoming ceremony organized on the 
first day by the Mayor of Irig held at Hotel “Termal” for the FAI Jury, Judges and Team Managers should be mentioned with thanks. 


THE SPACE MODELLERS’ MEETING: There were two space modelers meetings. Round Table discussion covered a waste area 
of technical and organizational problems. At this event participated about 20 sportsmen and team managers from 12 countries.  
Separate minutes shall be published after this event. The next day was a Space Models SC meeting open to SM SC members, 
outstanding sportsmen and all team managers. The Agenda contained: 1) Offers for next WSMCh 2012 and EuSMChs. 2) Eight 
classes in SM Champs again, 3) Directions of SM technical development and the mainstream 4) Minakov Project and rules 
Changes 2010. Mr Jurek from Slovakia and Mr Dragov from Bulgaria gave very informative presentations of their bids to be 
submitted to CIAM Plenary meeting. In next item Mr G. Woebbeking, the 2nd CIAM VP, gave a very interesting presentation on how 
he sees SM with respect to general CIAM policy and gave several very interesting remarks and proposals. After that there was a 
long and productive discussion on the rules changes specially focused on electronic altitude measurement in future 
Championships. As a special contribution to this discussion Marian Krause (ROU) demonstrated in the flying field flight of an 
altitude model with an electronic altimeter produced in Germany.  After that he had a presentation on this device and its computer 
program. 


EXCURSION:  There was organized a very nice half day excursion to small, old , nearby town Sremski Karlovci and three 
monasteries from 17th century and a wine cellar in the Fruska Gora hills that is famous for sorted wines. There were about 20 
visitors transported in two big vans. All of them were very satisfied with the excursion. 


REMARKS: a) The Championships was organized in accordance with the FAI/CIAM standards. b) It is necessary to provide more 
space for opening ceremony that allows teams parade with flags and presence of spectators. c) Service of hotel personnel should 
be improved. d) It is necessary to change altitude measuring method from theodolites to electronic altimeters for FAI/CIAM 
Championships because of increased reliability and simpler procedure. The new rules valid from Jan 1, 2010 shall allow that. 


 


 Srdjan PELAGIC (SRB), FAI Jury President            Gerhard WOEBBEKING (GER), Member           Ion GUZU (ROU) Member                                                             


Prepared according to the Appendix D 
C.A.S.I. International Jury Member Handbook 
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Jury report on the 2009 FAI World Free Flight Championships 
Classes F1A, F1B, F1C for seniors 


Krbavsko polje, Croatia, July, 19 - 26, 2009  


Contest information 


Three bulletins were distributed to NACs in time and were displayed on the well prepared 
championship website containing all the necessary information needed before the event. The 
3rd Bulletin was one of the best ever, including a guide, illustrated by photographs, how to find 
the way from the Zagreb airport to the spot and a very good description concerning the 
payment procedure.  
One technical meeting was organized for the team managers, officials and the jury. The 
meeting was rather short and efficient. Another meeting was held for the timekeepers in 
Croatian and English languages with the participation of the FAI jury. The timekeepers got very 
detailed, clear instructions.  


Entry 


The final entry was the highest ever, a total of 295 competitors from 40 countries, with 
increased number of individuals and countries in F1B and F1C classes, compared to 2007. It 
happened first time, the largest number of competitors entered in the F1B class. The respective 
numbers in the three classes were as follows, including the reigning world champions in F1A, 
F1B, F1C and F1P, also three ladies have entered, 1 in F1A and 2 in F1B: 


F1A – 107 competitors from 38 countries  
F1B – 110 competitors from 39 countries  
F1C – 78 competitors from 31 countries. 


Accommodation and food 


Accommodation was organized using different options, from three star hotel to a temporary 
camping site, not far from the flying field. In the hotels we had the breakfast and dinner, lunch 
was at the field between the fourth and fifth rounds. The accommodation and the food at the 
Hotel Macola in Korenica was good. Also good comments were made by some teams 
concerning other accommodation options.  


Flying site 


The flying field was Krbavsko polje, 21 km away from Korenica (about half an hour to drive), the 
home town of the championship. Clearly visible signposts showed the way to the flying site. 
This site was definitely better than the originally selected Bjelopolje, just a few kilometres 
further from Korenica. The field area was 4.6 km in width and more than 10 km in length, the 
same place was used for the Vilim Kmoch memorial World Cup event just before the 
championships. 
Cars were allowed for retrieving of the models on the “field roads”, motorcycles and quads on 
the flying field as well.  


Competition 


The weather conditions were good, sunny, warm and dry, with very large and strong thermals in 
the afternoon rounds, when the wind direction was not optimal, having crosswind in the 
direction of the smaller size of the field on the F1B and F1C days. In these rounds the retrieving 
was not easy, because some models landed on the rocky, steep hills close to the field, covered 
with trees and bushes. The basic wind directions were nearly the same on all the three contest 
days.  
A pre-recorded CD was prepared to help the Contest Director with automatic announcements, 
count downs, start and finish of the rounds. The 5 min brake between the 55 min. rounds had to 
be lengthened on the F1B and F1C days to help retrieving the models in the afternoon part of 
the events.  
The starting line was repositioned once, for the fly-offs on the F1C contest day. The best 
conditions were at the F1A contest day, but there were not so many competitors in the fly-off as 
expected. The visibility was acceptable in all days to have reliable timekeeping. In the fly-offs it 
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was harder, because of the dark green slopes in the background. It was not easy to fly maxes 
in the first rounds, because of the tricky weather. The thermals, mainly in the afternoon rounds 
were extremely strong, the wind bursts activated by the thermals were very strong as well, 
therefore several times the models (mainly in the F1B class) flew big distances because of the 
slow sinking rate after DT.  


The F1A competitors had the best chance for finding thermals and their models to stay in the 
thermals. The wind speed was low, 0-3 m/s with an average of 1 in the forenoon, 1-4 m/s with 
an average of 2 in the afternoon. The higher max in the first round was reached by 78 (72.9%) 
out of 107 competitors. In the second to seventh rounds the number of maxes was higher up to 
86.9 % in round 7. The total ratio of maxes was 81.6 % in 749 flights. Finally, 38 competitors 
(35.5 %) maxed out and took part in the 5 min. fly-off round. Still 20 competitors entered into 
the 7 min fly-off, where only the winner maxed and close results decided the individual 
rankings. Two teams maxed out, so the sum of the individual ranking numbers decided the first 
two medal places.  


The F1B day was similar, except having stronger wind (1-4 m/s, average of 2 in the forenoon, 
2-7 m/s, average of 3.5 in the afternoon) which turned to crosswind in the afternoon. It was 
hard to reach the higher max in the first round in the tricky conditions, only 42 (38.2 %) from the 
110 competitors maxed. This percentage is just over the half than that of on the glider day. 
Several of the “big names”, including the reigning champion dropped. The number of maxes 
was the highest in round 3 (88.2 %), that was the highest ratio in the whole championships. The 
total ratio of maxes was 75.8 % in 770 flights. The 5 min fly-off was flown with only 14 
participants (12.7 %), much less than expected. Still 9 of them stepped further to the 7 min fly-
off round, where – unusual in this class under these conditions – nobody maxed. The team 
positions were decided by the seven rounds having no full team.  


The F1C day was similar to the F1B day with a bit less strong wind (1-4 m/s, average of 2 in the 
forenoon, 2-6 m/s, average of 3 in the afternoon), turning again to crosswind in the afternoon. 
During the first round the conditions were again tricky, 46 (59 %) of 78 competitors maxed, 
which is again below the expectations. The reigning champion and other “big names” dropped 
again. In round 2 the number of maxes increased to 84.6 %, then decreased, quite radically in 
the afternoon rounds, down to 62.8 % in round 7. All together 71.4 % of the 546 flights were 
max. Finally, again a relatively low number of competitors, only 19 (24.4 %) reached the fly-off. 
Nine of them maxed in the 5 min. round and entered to the 7 min round where still two maxed 
out. During the early morning 3rd fly-off, the strong, so called “bura” was blowing (3-8 m/s, 
average of 5) along with the long direction of the field, the winning model landed around 6 km 
away from the starting pole. The team positions were clear already after the seventh round, 
because again no team had full score.  


Protests 


There were no protests filed before or during the championships. This resulted – mainly – from 
the good cooperation between the contest director and the FAI jury.  
There were some verbal complaints, mainly caused by the lack of experience and knowledge of 
rules and a few concerning timekeeping. All were resolved by the contest director and the jury, 
also verbally.  


Jury 


The FAI jury was formed by Wilhelm Kamp from Austria, Damir Kosir from Croatia and as 
president Andras Ree from Hungary. 


Ceremonies 


The opening ceremony was organized at the local football field in Korenica in the usual way. A 
dancing group made a show, the Croatian and FAI anthems were played. Two very nice 
moments made the ceremony memorable. As first, the official championship opening task was 
shared by the FAI jury president and the first glider world champion (1950, Trollhatten, 
Sweden), the 90 years old Bernfest Stjepan from Zagreb. As second, for the memory of two 
famous aeromodellers, Vilim Kmoch from Croatia and Kenan Jusufbasic from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina a bunch of white balloons were released carrying two ribbons with their names. 
Both of them had basic influence for the activity in the region and were the master of several 
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presently active competitors. The ceremony was followed by a free party on the football field, 
lasting up to midnight.  
The prize giving ceremony was organized together with the banquet, some 50 km away at a 
restaurant, under a big tent for more than 400 persons. For the travel to and back buses were 
available, all participants were invited for the prize giving part of the evening.  
All the official individual and team challenge trophies were handed over, together with the 
organizers’ trophies. In addition the overall team trophy and the three World Cup trophies were 
given to the 2008 winners. The FAI flag was handed over to the representative of Argentina, 
the next world championships organizer. After the touching words of the chief organizer the jury 
president expressed the thanks of the free flight community to the organizers for the 
championship, confirmed by a loud outburst of applause, then the championship was officially 
closed. The Croatian anthem was played at the beginning and the FAI anthem at the end.  
Unfortunately, not the first time, more persons took part at the banquet than as many paid for, 
which made troubles for the organizers.  


Others 


After minor initial shortcomings, caused by some lack of experience, the organizers learned 
fast, so the championship was running rather smoothly. The chief organizer intended to share 
the tasks to avoid the typical mistake of first time organizers, having a “one man show”. 
However, some of these tasks later “dried on” him. It was the general opinion, the spreading of 
local information has to be improved next time, also map of Korenica and detailed flying field 
arrangement to be added.  
The registration and model processing from the morning of the arrival day was unusual, but the 
schedule was published in Bulletin 3, and several teams were present before (participating at 
the World Cup event) therefore this was not a problem. Instead, both procedures were hindered 
by some unprepared team managers and participants.  
First time the results were put on the web site of the event round by round. This way the world 
was able to follow the championship even before the lists arrived to the teams on  the line. This 
can be illustrated by an sms from the home country to a team manager, blaming the team 
because of their position, before they had seen the standings. Screens were also available, but 
the visibility was poor, therefore practically were not used. The results appeared on the internet 
earlier than the printed lists on the side of the organizers motor home.  


Trophies 


The jury checked the condition of the official trophies. The Daumerie Cup (F1A team) has no 
box and the base needs extension to give place for further winners. The Penaud Cup needs a 
new box (that would be easier than to repair the old one) and extension to the base again. The 
Franjo Kluz Cup and the Kosmonautica Vase (F1C team) need boxes.  


Conclusions 


The 2009 F1 World Championships was a successful event in all of the three classes. The 
flying field is great, good for the future of free flight activity. Thanks to the day and night hard 
working organizers – led by Zoran Lulic, who was also good as contest director –, timekeepers, 
helpers, family members, local ones and from abroad as well. As first time organizers they 
made a very good job. Thanks to them for the work and efforts made for the free flight 
aeromodelling community. 
The jury discussed with the organizers how to even improve in the future.  
 
On behalf of the FAI Jury 
 
Andras Ree 
President 
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Jury report on the 2009 F1E World Championships 
for seniors and juniors 


Rhön, Germany, Sept. 14-18, 2009 


Contest Information 


Three bulletins were sent out to NACs before the event in time and were available on the 
homepage of the organizers. One meeting was organized for the team managers, main officials 
and the jury on the day of registration.  


Entry 


The final entry was a total of 40 senior competitors from 13 countries and 22 juniors from 7 
countries including the defending champions.  


Accommodation and food 


The organisers offered different versions for accommodation. Booking had to be organized by 
the teams themselves. The hotel for the officials was good. We haven't heard about problems. 
The food in the hotel was good, the lunch on the site was on snack level.  


Flying Site 


Different slopes were selected beforehand in the Rhön region for different wind directions. The 
flying area was decided daily, based on the meteorological information and was announced at 
the morning briefing at the place announced by sms message at the previous evening. There 
was acceptable access to the slopes by car.  
The juniors and seniors had separated contest days, which was appreciated.  
Both events were flown on the same slope at Kaltenwestheim. The slope was not ideal but 
flyable. It was easier to fly on the junior contest day, but it was harder on the senior contest day. 
Trees, bushes and a medium voltage power line further away was disturbing the landing area. 
Another one was closer on the right side of the starting line. One model on the junior contest 
day exploded on the further away power line and two on the senior day on the closer line.  


Competition 


On the junior day the start of the contest was delayed up to 11.15 because of the need to 
change the slope and poor visibility. The wind speed was low (1-3 m/s) and the direction was 
rather stable. The maximum flying time was 180 seconds, 240 then 300 including the only one 
fly-off as well. There were 3 competitors in the fly off and one round was enough to have the 
winner. During the second round the model of the defending junior champion exploded on the 
electric power line running far away in the area where several models landed.  
On the senior day the contest started at 10.00. The wind speed was a bit higher (2-4 m/s) and 
the direction was not as stable as it was on the junior day. The maximum flying time was 300 
seconds in all rounds. There was no need to run fly-offs as only one competitor maxed out. The 
harder conditions led to such results in which experienced competitors and teams were placed 
on the high end of the ranking.  
The starting line was moved further from the power lines after round two in which one Italian 
and one French model exploded on the closer power line within a few minutes time. Both 
competitor got re-flight possibility.  
The round time on both contest days was one hour with no break, shorter or longer breaks 
between rounds, as it was appropriate.  
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Protests 


One complaint for the already mentioned re-flights and two connected protests were handled by 
the jury concerning the senior event. The first protest against the granted re-flights was upheld 
and the original flight times were reinstated. The second protest arrived just before the prize 
giving ceremony against the decision taken on the first protest and also against several other 
organizational details was rejected.  
Later, within the allowed two weeks time window the French NAC protested against the results, 
asking for the re-fight time of the French competitor. There is no decision yet. 


Jury 


The FAI Jury was formed by Wilhelm Kamp from Austria, Bernhard Schwendemann from 
Germany and as president, Andras Ree from Hungary. 


Ceremonies 


The opening ceremony was organized at the main square and in the festival hall in Gersfeld in 
the presence of local authorities and a number of inhabitants. The mayor of the town, the 
representative of the NAC, the local organizers and a sponsor greeted the participants, officials 
and organizers. The German and FAI anthem were played then the FAI jury president officially 
opened the championships. A local music band played and a sport group showed up their 
ability on the so called “Rhönrad” sport equipment. 
The prize giving and closing ceremony was in the festival hall in Hilders, combined with the 
banquet at the evening of the excursion day. Nicely built scale RC gliders decorated the hall. 
The banquet was running in good and friendly mood.  


Conclusions 


The 2009 World Championships in class F1E was successful event both for the seniors and 
juniors. Thanks and congratulations to the hard working local organizing staff, led by Jürgen 
Schild and Werner Ackermann, the timekeepers, local ones and from abroad. The experienced 
contest director, Klaus Salzer, kept the contest in his hands in cooperation with the jury.  
The organisers used the experience they have collected through previous events and the 2008 
continental championships. Thanks to them for the work and efforts made for the F1E modelling 
community. 
The weather conditions were not good, but flyable. 
 
 
On behalf of the FAI Jury 
 
 
 
Dr Andras REE 
President 
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REPORT BY THE FAI JURY ON THE FAI WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


FOR CLASS F3A (RADIO-CONTROL AEROBATICS). MCPO, Pombal, Portugal. August 2009. 


 
Overview 
This most successful and very enjoyable world championship event was organised and executed by the Portuguese Aeromodelling 
Federation (FPAM), from 21ST to 29th August 2009. The specially-created runway facility and layout of the Pombal Aeromodelling Club 
afforded excellent flying opportunity for 101 competitors from 37 nations. Several new teams were represented this year, and a few more 
nations have expressed an interest to compete. Due to the worldwide economic recession, a few nations were not represented, and a 
few countries only sent two representatives. 
 
Pre-contest information 
General and specific information was communicated to participants via several bulletins. All aspects of the championship, lodging, 
travelling, costs, rules, local rules, and procedures were covered. E-mail contact made correspondence significantly more convenient 
and speedier, for organisers, officials, and participants. 
 
Accommodation and catering 
Most competitors and supporters/helpers were accommodated in towns around Pombal, all within easy driving distance of the 
competition site, which was well sign posted. Participants were offered a great choice of accommodation options. Judges, officials, and 
staff members were accommodated in a modern hotel (Pombalense) in the town of Pombal., which made communication most 
convenient. The accommodation in the various hotels was of a high standard and at reasonable cost. For those participant who chose 
the option, and all the officials, all meals were offered in the tent-restaurant. Meals were of very high quality and quantity, catering also 
for those who did not eat meat, and varied daily.  
 
Practice fields and competition site 
There were several official practice sites available to competitors within reasonable driving distances. The practice sites were easy to 
find from maps and directions issued by the organisers. 
 
Four flight areas were arranged on the 1 kilometre tarmac taxiway to avoid flying into the sun. Simultaneous flying on two flight lines took 
place in the morning, with a shift across the runway for the afternoon. The two sites were adequately separated in distance, and were 
easily accessible by vehicles. At times the roads were a little dusty, but regular water-spraying ensured minimum discomfort. The 
manoeuvring areas on all four flight lines were clearly and correctly marked. The organisers provided a shaded area for competitors at 
each site, and spectators had access from a safe vantage point that did not interfere with the smooth running of the event. Enough 
publicity prior to the event ensured a steady stream of spectators who were given information about the championship upon entering the 
site. Good planning of the working layout (judging seats, shade, score/information board, transmitter impound, ready box, and sound 
measuring areas, management) were made on all four sites.  
 
Model aircraft processing and official practice 
Model aircraft processing took place in the administration building on site. All procedures were correctly conducted and equipment was 
of good quality, certified and calibrated. A few teams arrived late for processing, ironically the same teams that usually cause delays at 
each championship. Official practice was conducted at the same time, and there were no weather delays.  
 
Organisation and execution 
The championship was conducted in a very friendly, yet professional way The contest director and his personnel were always friendly 
and accommodating. Competitors were called in good time to occupy the ready boxes and for their flights, and those using electric 
propulsion devices (majority) had their equipment tested for voltage prior to each flight. The published daily starting order ensured that all 
competitors were ready for their flights. On two days, the start had to be delayed due to low cloud cover, but regular “test” flights were 
made to check the level of the cloud base. This was expertly handled by the contest management. For the entire event, the conditions 
were sunny and hot. Frequency monitoring was done at each site, and the majority of competitors used the 2,4GHz transmitting 
equipment, dispensing with the need for a transmitter impound, except for two competitors. This was greatly appreciated by all 
participants. 
 
Line directing, timekeeping and sound measuring was done extremely efficiently. Score tabulation was expertly done, with raw scores 
appearing within 10 minutes of the conclusion of flights. Score sheets were pinned to the two notice boards. The TBL statistical 
averaging system was used in the scoring software. The standard of flying was exceptionally high, with a diversity of model aircraft, 
equipment, and flying styles. During the competition rounds not a single crash or similar incident occurred.  Continuous random checking 
during the competition for conformation to the specifications took place, and the top three finalists had their model aircraft re-checked at 
the conclusion of the event. 
 
Communication 
A daily bulletin was issued with results, flight draws, and interesting information. The sporting and contest directors were in constant 
communication with the flight line officials, and were available at all times to answer queries from team managers, contestants, 
supporters, and officials. Extensive publicity of the event to residents of surrounding towns and cities resulted in a significant spectator 
count. Television and press reporters carried stories on a regular basis and the on-site public address system was put to good use. A 







wireless system on site provided free internet access, which proved popular with several teams who sent daily reports to their 
federations. The championship web site was regularly updated with scores, results, photographs, and the daily bulletin. 
 
Conduct of jury and judges 
No protests were lodged, and a few informal queries were adequately dealt with. The jury members were well versed in the Sporting 
Code requirements and complemented each other in their different fields of expertise and experience The jury members were always on-
site and available to questions and queries at all times.. 
 
Twenty one judges were used in the competition, with four groups of five judges each, for a morning shift, and an afternoon shift. The 
reserve judge was called for duty. Extensive judges’ briefings, with visual aids, and several training flights were conducted prior to the 
start of the preliminary flights of the championship, and again prior to the semi-finals, and finals. A post-competition judges’ analysis was 
generated, and initial indications are that most of the judges performed well with a few scores being thrown out by the TBL-system. 
There was one judge that showed continuous severe national bias coupled with inattentiveness. The results of the preliminary judges’ 
analysis were distributed to all judges, and recommendations may be made to the CIAM Bureau. To ensure fair rotation and 
representation of all judges on the FAI register, the sub-committee chairman will work closely with the organisers of the next two 
continental championships and the 2011 world championship in the USA. 
 
Award ceremonies, functions, closing banquet 
The impressive informal opening ceremony was conducted on the airfield, to accompaniment of military band music. The FAI anthem 
was played, and the FAI flag displayed prominently for the duration of the event, amidst the flags of the 37 participating nations. A short 
air show thrilled spectators, and this was followed by a civil function in the town of Pombal. 
  
The awards ceremony took place on the airfield where the FAI medals and the perpetual individual and team trophies were awarded to 
the winners. This was followed by a banquet in a huge facility, attended by approximately 400 people, with excellent food and 
entertainment of local culture. Several other awards were made to team and individual winners, as well as an unofficial junior 
classification. The judges and jury members, and every participant were presented mementoes for their participation in the 
championship. 
  
Conclusion 
It is the opinion of the FAI Jury that the 2009 FAI/F3A R/C Aerobatic World Championship was splendidly organised, and professionally 
executed. The FPAM and all its personnel who were involved are to be congratulated for a superb event. 
 
 
 
The FAI Jury:  Bob SKINNER 


(South Africa, president of the CIAM) 
 
 
  João LOUREIRO DE SOUSA 


(Portugal, President of the FPAM) 
 


 
  Yolanda LOSADA GARCIA DE FUENTES 
  (Spain, CIAM Alternate Delegate) 
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2009 FAI World Championship for RC Multitask Gliders (F3B) 


 Ivančice, Czech Republic  
 


 


 


 


 


The 17th F3B World Championship was organised under the leadership of the Association of Modellers of 


Czech Republic by the RC Model Klub Brno. 


 


Venue 


The competition was organised in the new model flying site south of Ivančice near the village Budkovice. 


The new building near the RC model runway served as infrastructure of the event. For the F3B winch layout 


the organisers rented a part of the neighbouring corn field. The surface was not ideal but sufficient. The 


most exposed part the organiser covered with textile material which in light rain-showers prevented the 


ground from becoming muddy. 


 


Organisation 


The RC Model Klub Brno invited many helpers from other model clubs to join the organising staff. The 


flying part was efficiently and smoothly executed under the expert leadership of deputy contest director 


Roman Vojtech. Experienced F3B people from other model clubs of Czech Republic served as Flight Line 


Managers and Turn-around Judges. The organisers also rented the well-proven large scoreboard, brought by 


a team from the MC-Munich, Germany. Two big tents provided weather protection for pilots and models of 


all teams. 


 


Entry 


The Championship was entered by 52 competitors from 19 countries. A large number of supporters also 


participated. 


 


Accommodation and catering 


Most teams camped at the air field. Others used small hotels in the nearby villages, within 20 km. 


Breakfast was served in hotels or in the canteen at the airfield. The lunch was served at the same canteen. It 


was also possible to get refreshment and dinner on the airfield. All food was good and ample. 


 


Weather 


The weather changed during the week. Just before the first day of WCh competition a night thunderstorm 


damaged most tents on the airfield and also the signalling equipment deteriorated. Fortunately the tents for 


model storage resisted. A three hours delay was the consequence of this storm. On the second day some rain 


showers interrupted the flying.  For the remainder of the competition the weather was more favourable. The 


only problem was the wind direction, the wind blowing across the launch course. But the best pilots were 


able to manage it. Unfortunately weaker pilots had difficulties. 


 


Safety 


The organisers defined very clearly the safety area and installed obstacles at some places to avoid dangerous 


overflying.  


There was an accident caused by the crosswind. The model of the Spanish pilot turned to stall on the line 


and hit an Australian helper staying nearby. An emergency car was called immediately by the organisers and 


the Australian was taken to the hospital. They didn’t find any serious internal injury and the man was back 


after two hours. 


 


Processing 


20% of winches were checked during the contest. All passed.  


 







Protests 


There was one protest submitted, connected with the starting procedure. A new working time was appointed 


because the model was not successfully identified by judges. This incident exposed the fact that the rule for 


identification of models doesn’t conform to present practice. It would be necessary to lay some duty to the 


pilot, not only to the CD.  


 


Conclusion 


In the opinion of the FAI Jury, this was a very successful World Championship carried out in a friendly 


atmosphere. The organisers are to be commended for an excellent event. 


 


 


 


Ivančice 10
th
 August 2009  Tomas Bartovsky 


 Jury president 
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2009 F3C WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sunday 2. to Wednesday 12. August 


FAI JURY REPORT 
 


 
 
ORGANIZATION:  The 13th FAI F3C R/C Helicopter World Championship was organized by the 
ACADEMY OF MODEL AERONAUTICS (AMA) with support from the special interest group for model 
helicopters the International Radio Control Helicopter Association (IRCHA).  Competition information was 
provided in Bulletins 0, 1, 2 and 3 with final information provided on the AMA web site.  The competition 
took place from 2. to 12. August, 2009 with 56 competitors from 21 countries registered. 
 


ACCOMMODATION:  The competition officials, FAI Judges, FAI Jury stayed at the “Comfort Inn” in 
Muncie.  Most of the competitors stayed at several hotels located in Muncie.  Continental breakfasts were 
available  at the hotels each day.  Lunch was served at the flying site and dinners were a free choice at 
many restaurants within the city of Muncie. 
 
FLYING SITE:  The competition took place on the very large AMA flying site.  The field easily 
accommodated two necessary flight lines.  Both flight lines were oriented facing north and were separated 
by over 1km.  Flight line 1 was located at AMA site 5 and flight line 2 was located at AMA site 4.  Each flight 
line had its own shelters for the competitors.  A large mobile trailer at site 4 housed the computer scoring 
system.  Another trailer at site 5 housed a secondary computer system with printer that was networked with 
the main computer at site 4.  Canopies were used to shelter the ready boxes.  Lawn chairs with umbrella 
canopies were supplied to the judges. 
 
MODEL PROCESSING:  Competitor registration took place in the AMA headquarters building on Sunday 2. 
August.  Model processing took place at site 4 on Monday 3. August.  Each model was checked for FAI 
sticker, proper markings and compliance with F3C rules.  Prior to the event the organizer tried to get every 
competitor to use 2.4 GHz radios but was not successful.  However, only two competitors actually used 
72MHz transmitters and they were checked.  The two different frequencies were monitored with a spectrum 
analyzer during the competition.  An FAI Jury and Judges’ meeting was held at 15:00 hours on Tuesday 4. 
August.  This meeting was followed by a team manager’s meeting later in the evening. 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING:  An F3C subcommittee meeting took place between 10:00 and 12:00 hours 
on Monday 3. August.  Subjects discussed were: 1) Separate electric tail rotor motors, 2) 2010 VOLUME F3 
R/C Helicopters, 3) Removing IC engine displacement limit, 4) Flybarless rotor systems, 5) F3N World 
Championship status, 6) 2010 F3C European Championship in Romania, 7) 2011 World Championship in 
Italy.  It was a very successful meeting. 
 







 2 


OPENING CEREMONY:  The opening ceremony took place at 18:00 hours on Monday 3. August at stage 
center of the AMA flying site.  Each participating nation carried its flag while their national anthem was 
played.  AMA Executive Director Jim Cherry welcomed everyone to Muncie for the 13th F3C World 
Championship.  The mayor of Muncie also said a few welcoming words.  The competition was officially 
opened by the 1st Vice President of CIAM Dave Brown. 
 
COMPETITION:  Official practice took place on Tuesday 4. Aug.  The noise level was measured for each 
model in the start box.  Several models measured 88dBa.  However, the grass surface was closer to a hard 
surface with its 89dBa limit; thus, no models were disqualified.  Three schedule “A” judges’ calibrating 
flights were flown prior to the first preliminary round on Wednesday 5. Aug.  The first preliminary rounds 
started at 09:00 and ended at approximately 16:30 hours each day from 5. to 8. August.  Three schedule 
“C” warm-up flights were flown for the judges before the two fly-off rounds on Monday 10. Aug.  The third 
fly-off round was flown on Tuesday 11. August. 
 
AWARD CEREMONY:  The official award ceremony took place at the flying site.  FAI medals and 
certificates were presented to the team and individual winners by members of the FAI Jury. 
 
BANQUET:  The banquet took place in the ballroom of the “HORIZON” convention center in Muncie.  
Trophies sponsored by the host were presented to the team and individual winners.  The president of the 
FAI Jury presented the perpetual F3C Team and World Champion trophies.  Members of the FAI Jury, FAI 
judges’ panels, competition staff and participating teams received a WCh souvenir champagne glass. 
 
COMMENTS:  The infrastructure of the flying site was second to none and the envy of many participants.  
The organizer did an excellent job of providing food and shelter to the competition officials at the flying site.  
Thanks to the almost exclusive use of 2.4GHz radios the need for a transmitter impound was waived.  The 
two 72MHZ frequencies in use were monitored with a spectrum analyzer.  However, the competition was 
longer than normal and the organizers should not have used two separate days for registration and model 
processing.  There was no separate competition web site.  Instead, the World Championship was only 
listed on the AMA web site.  There was no sign for the World Championships at the entrance to the AMA 
flying site.  There appeared to be few local spectators and no local press in evidence.  A public address 
system would have been helpful to the supporters and spectators.  The pilots did not wear traditional “bibs” 
with competitor numbers so it was very difficult to know who was actually flying at any given time.  The 
interim listings and all the results also lacked the competitors’ numbers. 
 
SUMMARY:  We thank the Academy of Model Aeronautics and its R/C helicopter special interest group 
IRCHA and the entire competition staff coming from different parts of the USA for running the 13th F3C 
World Championship in a fair and friendly atmosphere.  Last but not least, we thank the FAI Judges for their 
hard work. 
 


 
The FAI Jury:  Horace Hagen - USA (President) 
                       Jo Halman - GBR 
                       Dag Eckhoff - NOR 
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Jury report 
F3D World Championship Ballenstedt/Germany July 20th to 27th, 2009 


The 2009 F3D World Championship was organized by the German Aero Club DAeC. The event at-
tracted 55 pilots from 22 nations, including the World Champion of 2007. 16 full teams, each of 
three pilots, attended the event; six teams came with one pilot. This is the best participation in 
any F3D WC up to now.  


SITE & WEATHER 


The event took place on a huge full size airfield in the Eastern part of Germany. A new tarmac 
runway of 900 meters length allowed performing take-offs and landings very smoothly. There was 
plenty of space for the contest course plus an additional training course. Beside the tarred track a 
200 meter long and 40 meter wide specially prepared lawn served as an alternative landing field. 
The safety line had a distance of 120 meters to the courses. Established in a big angle, a row of 
tents provided sheltered room for each team; every tent was accessible by car from the backside. 
Half of a sailplane hangar was used for meetings, processing and canteen. The airfield provided a 
campsite for Mobil homes and tents, showers & toilets plus a café. Most teams stayed in hotels in 
the vicinity, which offered very good standard for reasonable prices. 
 
The weather was mixed, with heavy rain showers and strong winds, but with nice days as well. 
Neither the races nor one of the open air events (opening, barbecue and flower ceremony at the 
end) were to suffer. The Contest Director Hans-Joachim Schaller ordered just a few pauses avoid-
ing bad flying conditions during showers. 


FREQUENCIES & MODEL PROCESSING 


The entries revealed that just a few pilots were still using 35 or 40 MHz frequencies, without any 
danger of interfering channels. Most pilots used 2.4 GHz radios. In compliance with a Jury deci-
sion, the Contest Director decided to leave out any transmitter impound (despite of the demand of 
SC4 ABR B.11.2.), gaining the Team Manager’s applause. As a matter of fact, no interference oc-
curred.  
 
Technical Director was Rob Metkemeijer (NED); he was accompanied by experts from the Nether-
lands. In cooperation with the German organisation team, the combined knowledge of pylon racing 
supported the event almost flawlessly. Processing was executed very carefully in parallel with the 
registration, but in reverse order of the national teams. Later on it had been detected, that the 
electronic balance demanded a model weight a few grams higher than necessary, and all competi-
tors were asked to check their model weights again. 20 per cent of all models were random 
checked, the five winning models as well. 


DATA PROCESSING & RACING ORGANISATION 


A computer-based electronic system with multiple displays was successfully run by Michal Dolejs 
(CZE) in its latest state of development, with the support of Tomas Bartovsky who helped installing 
it. Despite of initial flaws and score-screens for the public coming late into play, the system al-
lowed organizing the races efficiently. It combined three one-minute-clocks for the start and in-
stant printed results given as information to the pilots. 2.4 GHz radios transmitted the data, cross-
ing the huge airfield.  
 
The three colours green, red and yellow were no longer associated with the starting positions, 
which rotated as usual. They identified instead models and teams within the flying matrix, match-
ing with green, red and yellow stickers on the airplanes and the signal lights informing about cuts. 
In accordance with the rotating starting positions the one-minute-clocks changed their colours 
every round. Thus systems were an important condition to succeed in completing 13 rounds (more 
than 280 heats) within four days. On average, one heat took 6 minutes, despite of the distances. 







OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONY  


An opening ceremony took place on the airfield, with all national flags flying on high poles. Every 
team was introduced by the Event Director, and the national anthems were played. After the 
races, on the same spot a “flower ceremony” took place with flowers presented to the individual 
winners and to the winning teams, making possible the traditional splashing of champagne over 
each other. The final closing was celebrated during the banquet in a hall of adequate size, in a few 
kilometres distance from the airfield. Medals, diplomas and trophies were awarded, followed by 
roundtables with the winners, who expressed their ideas about the sport and their great satisfac-
tion with the championship just finished. 


MEETINGS 


A first Team Managers took place July 21st at the very beginning of the event. Beside items already 
mentioned two F3D rules had been explained, as agreed by the FAI Jury and the Contest Director: 


Paragraph 5.2.17 (o) + (q) “persistent low flying” is defined as “flying below pylon height at 3 con-
secutive pylons. To be judged by the timekeeper and pylon No.1 judge for the model. Penalty 
must be confirmed by both parties.” 


Paragraph 5.5.17 (u) “Completion of 10 laps” - exception: “If a pilot may fly longer after the end 
of the race for a short time, the reason for this must be announced to the starter before the race 
starts. Only 2 straight runs will be accepted.” 


Beside of other rather short Team Managers meetings S/C chairman Rob Metkemeijer hold a Sub-
committee meeting and an information meeting open for all TM, pilots, callers and supporters. He 
informed about the noise rules effective 2010, the exhaust technology and the measuring meth-
ods.  


PROTESTS 


There was one protest, lodged by the American and the Australian team against a re-fly of Heat 16 
Round 8 in “heavy rain”, as they claimed. The re-fly has been caused by a system failure, and the 
teams demanded another re-fly in better conditions. In order to gain a survey, the FAI Jury invited 
a statement from the start line official. He declared that the conditions prevailing during the re-fly 
had neither been unsafe nor unfair nor suffered under heavy rain. After due consideration by the 
Jury the protest was denied. 
 
MEDIA COVERAGE & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Modelflying magazines, newspapers and local radio stations informed in advance about the event, 
and a steady stream of visitors watched the races – from the distance. At least during the fuelling 
procedure the public came close to pilots and models. Announcements to the public during the 
first racing day via the loudspeaker system proved to be disturbing for the pilots and had been 
given up. One TV-Team asked for entering the safety circle in order to take close-up pictures of 
the pilots during the races, but the Starter refused it for safety reasons.  


CONCLUSION  


Thanks to good preparations and a very good conduct of the competition the German (and partly 
the Dutch) Aero Club and their volunteers accomplished an exceptional World Championship. CIAM 
owes to thank for a great event. 


 
Gerhard Wöbbeking (GER), Jury President 
Marcus Griggs (GBR) 
Ivan Cappuyns (BEL) 


October 13th, 2009 
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2009 FREE FLIGHT JUNIOR EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP F1A FAB F1P JURY 


REPORT 


 
FAI Jury: Pierre Chaussebourg FRA President 


  Wilhelm Kamp  AUT 


  Mihail Zanciu  ROU 


 


Dates:  August 2 to 8 2009 


 


Location: Salonta, Romania 


 


Information: Three bulletins were available on the Romanian Federation web site (address contained in 


Bulletin N°0 and in the Sporting calendar. E-mails were received by Jury members and NAC containing these 


bulletins. 


 


Participation: F1A 41 competitors from 16 nations 


  F1B 25 competitors from 11 nations 


  F1P 15 competitors from 5 nations 


 


  The participation is about the same as in 2007, with two more nations in F1A 


 


Accommodation: Teams were accommodated mainly in a school and in several hotels in Salonta  and in a motel 


at a very short distance from the city. Hot lunch was served on the flying site with tables, chairs and shade. Food 


and beverage was also available on the field. 


 


Flying site: The flying site is very large and is used for sheep. It is very similar to the Hungarian puszta that 


we find on the other side of the border which is rather closed. But this did not make any problem. Some models 


flew in Hungary during the practicing, including one from the JURY President, but were found after some long 


research on foot . The border between European countries is no more a problem ! 


 


Weather: The weather has been very nice with bright sun and quite high temperature but light wind. 


A big effort had been done from the local authorities to improve the road going to the flying field. 


 


Competition: The competition was run with no problem. A score board was available, close to the starting 


line. The winners models could be processed under a large tent immediately after the end of the competitions 


 


Timekeeping: There was no problem of timekeeping, with two timekeepers equipped with binoculars and 


tripod at each pole. 


 


Protests: There was no protest 


 


Opening and closing ceremonies: Opening ceremony was held in a beautiful gymnasium with the traditional 


speeches and traditional dances from local young dancers. This was in a very "warm" atmosphere, as the 


temperature inside the gym was quite high… 


The closing ceremony was held in the dining room of the school which had been decorated. There was enough 


room for everybody to watch the podium, and the following banquet was very good. There was music, and all 


juniors and seniors could dance together which gave a very good atmosphere. 


 


Conclusion:  The Romanian Federation of modelism and the local organisers must be congratulated for a very 


good Championship and everything seems already well prepared for having a good Junior World Championship 


next year at the same location. 


 


On behalf of the FAI Jury: 


Pierre Chaussebourg, President 
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Jury report  
F1D European Championships for Seniors and Juniors 


Belgrade, Serbia, Aug. 9.–14. 2009 


 


The 2009 F1D European Championships for Seniors and Juniors were organised by the 
Aeronautical Union of Serbia and Modelling Club “Modelar” from Belgrade as the 
executive organizer with Vojislav Stojkovic as Event Director. The event attracted 29 
competitors from 10 nations in the senior category and 15 juniors out of five national 
teams. Seniors and juniors flew alongside within the 6 rounds. 


SITE 


For the second time Serbia was able to provide the big hall No. 1 of the Belgrade Fair. 
The huge building of the 60ties is an architectural concrete marvel in the shape of a 
lens, with a diameter of more than 100 meters. The flat centre of the ceiling offers a 
usable height of 27,5 meters; the construction pattern includes 5500 round windows to 
lighten the inside. This time, no cubicles had been provided for the teams around the 
flying field; tables and chairs of the teams were just separated by movable walls. A 
huge central construction for spotlights and loudspeakers had been removed in 2008 
before the WCh of that year, making the big hall the best Cat.III-site known so far in 
Europe. It is available for indoor events always in August and will be venue for the 
international championships 2010 and 2011 as well. One drawback of the impressive 
building is the heat inside which may exceed the outside temperature. During the EuCh 
the sky was often overcast, reducing the heat inside. Little drifts remained and made 
steering necessary to prevent models from hang-ups, causing several ruined flights. 


ORGANISATION 


There were a Team Managers’ meeting and a timekeepers’ meeting, all of which 
attended by the Jury. The timekeepers were young, mainly students of the University, 
and very dedicated to their tasks. As had happened in 2008, during the Team Managers’ 
Meeting incorrect steering and rule SC4 F1 3.4.7.b) has been discussed: “Continued 
disregard of the timekeeper's warning will result in a terminated flight.” The FAI Jury 
insisted again that it’s not the timekeeper who may terminate the flight, leaving such a 
decision to the discretion of the Contest Director. However, the fears of incorrect 
steering occurred to be almost superfluous.  


The measurement systems for checking of models and rubber weight were precise and 
enabled a good work flow.  


SCHEDULE 


To reduce influence of the sun, during the first two days the rounds started late with an 
official end of launching at 22.30 h. With respect of prize giving and banquet on the 
third day of competition, only the fifth round started at 10 h in the morning. This time, 
the early round showed only three seniors getting flights being counted for the final 
results, in line with competitors asserting a significant disadvantage of flying before 
afternoon. But a closer look at the scoring count for juniors plus seniors showed a more 







even distribution: R1: 8, R2: 25, R3: 17, R4: 18, R5: 9, R6: 11. Because of an improving 
weather on day 1 there was an advantage for the late round, on day two the 2 rounds 
were the same and the earlier round of the last day showed only two counting flights 
less than the very last round. The numbers of scoring flights tend to reduce on the last 
day whatever time it is flown since competitors will try for that big flight at risk of 
hanging up.  
 
PROTESTS 


There was one protest, filed by the Team manager of France. It was directed against a 
disqualification of a flight performed by Didier Barberis (FRA). Competitors had claimed 
having seen him supporting his model after the launch, in order to avoid a stall. The 
Contest director – after hearing the appropriate Time keepers – decided to disqualify 
this special flight, despite the two officials didn’t witness any support not covered by the 
rules. The Jury decided to uphold the protest. 


BOARD AND LODGING 


Most teams found accommodation in Hotel “N”, place of the banquet as well. It offers 
value for money and very good breakfast as a start of the long days. Compared to 2008, 
lunch and dinner served in the provisional restaurant within the hall diminished in 
quality, and some competitors used the break between the rounds to visit a restaurant 
at the river Sava close by. 


OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONY 


A short opening ceremony took place outside the hall, with a group performing 
traditional Serbian dances. To avoid a prize giving in the dark, the closing ceremony 
took place within the hall; three trophies could be awarded, including a new one 
sponsored by the Serbian artist Miloslav Pavelka. It shows a nice model of the Belgrade 
Fair Hall top down, is donated by Vojislav Stojkovic on behalf of Aeronautical Union of 
Serbia and dedicated to the best Junior Team. 


CONCLUSION 


Thanks to good preparations and a good conduct of the competition the Serbian 
Aeroclub and its volunteers accomplished very good European Championships. CIAM 
owes to thank for a great event. 


 
Gerhard Wöbbeking, GER, Jury President 
Ian Kaynes, GBR, Jury Member 
Srdjan Pelagić, SRB, Jury Member  


Nov. 18th, 2009 


 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


 







Minutes of the 2010 CIAM Plenary Meeting - ANNEX 2i - 09_F2BD_ECh_rep_1.pdf


       Page 1 of 3 


 


 
 
 
 


JURY REPORT 
2009 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP FOR CONTROL LINE, FAI CL ASS F2B and F2D ONLY  


BELGRADE,SERBIA, 26 th July – 2 nd August. 2009 
 
Overview 
The 2009 European FAI F2B and F2D Control Line Championship was organised by the Aero Club 
“Aerolux” Belgrade on behalf of Aeronautical Union of Serbia. The organisers limited the Championship 
to only the F2B and F2D classes since financial problems at the Ministry of Sport and City Hall did not 
allow the completion of the flying site with the three additional hard circles for the F2A and F2C classes 
including a practice circle for F2C which diminished the Championship. 


The Championship was conducted on the premises of Sporting airport “Lisicij Jarak” in Belgrade. 
The weather conditions were good, with very high temperatures, for all days of the event with the 
exception of the last day when a remarkable wind affected the pilot performances of the 3rd F2B fly-off 
flight. 
  
Entry 
The final total entry was 97 competitors from 25 countries. The junior entry was 15 from 8 countries. The 
respective numbers in the 2 categories were the followings: 


F2B – 49 total, 41 seniors from 17 countries and 8 juniors from 7 countries 
F2D – 48 total, 41 seniors from 15 countries plus 1 nation under the FAI flag (Armenia) and 7 
juniors from 7 countries. 


 
Pre-contest information 
Three timely bulletins were issued by the organisers to European NACs and officials, covering all 
aspects of the competition, lodging, travelling, costs, procedures, etc.  This was supported by a website. 
 
Lodging and meals 
Competitors, supporters, helpers, and officials were accommodated in two hotels within a short driving 
distance from the competition site and in a camping area on side of the competition site. The hotels 
varied in quality from excellent to quite good and the camping area was good. Breakfast was taken at the 
hotels.  Unless official meals had been booked for competitors, the lunch was on site with poor selection 
of food (only barbecued food) that was the same for all days of the event. The competitors’ official hot 
lunches were delivered at varying times each day and this made it difficult for the competitors to eat 
them while they were fresh.  Evening meals were taken at the various hotels. 
 
Competition site and practice facilities 
Sufficient practice sites were made available on side of the competition site to contestants before the 
Championship, and the competition site had been available for some days prior to the championship. A 
World Cup F2B and F2D contest was held immediately prior to the Championship and many competitors 
of the Championship participated. 


The site of the Sporting airport “Lisicij Jarak” was excellent for the competition, with a hard circle for the 
F2B category and soft grass circles for F2B (2nd circle) and F2D. The hard flying circle was properly 
levelled at the centre for the fly-off flights. 45 degrees and level flight markers had been placed and 
adjusted around the two F2B circles. The flying areas for both F2B and F2D were properly marked and 
controlled. Right numbers of tents and facilities were available for the competitors’ preparation activity 
and for the organisation.  Unfortunately a plague of mosquitoes arrived with dusk each evening and was 
particularly unpleasant. 
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The transport was efficiently assured by a mini van always available to transport the Judges, the FAI 
Jury and some competitors/helpers that had no other means of transport. 


Access to the competition site was easy but no advertising signs were placed for attracting spectators. 
 
Aircraft processing and official practice 
Model aircraft processing took place on Tuesday 28th of July. The F2B processing had to be controlled 
since the weight of the models was not properly recorded on the model documents and stickers. 
The F2D processing was done without any problem although measuring instruments, to the standard 
specified in the Sporting Code, were not supplied. 
All the competitors had the opportunity for official practise. 
 
Organisation and execution 


The competition was conducted by the Contest Director and by the General Manager who worked very 
well but they were clearly overloaded. 


This aspect together with the financial problems, the reduced number of participation and the lack of F2A 
and F2C impacted on the competition.  


The F2B scoring software used was developed for World Championships with a higher number of 
competitors and caused some troubles (automatic draw and automatic ranking list) for using it for the 
European Championship. Appropriate actions were undertaken and the problem was promptly solved. 
The scores were available shortly after the completion of flights. 


The organization team made strong efforts and attention to the competition and the volunteers were well 
prepared, of sufficient number and reacted promptly to the suggestions and observations of the FAI jury. 


After a few initial delays, regular refreshments were available for the two F2B circle judge panels (3 
members each), the F2D judges and the FAI jury members. 


The competition was conducted smoothly, without any particular delay. It was not necessary to use the 
spare day for completion of official flying. 


To be noted was the availability of WI-FI internet connection, free of charge, at the competitor site. 
 
Communication 
Organisation information, results and scores were displayed on the main bulletin board in front of the 
main hangar of the competition site.  General notices, start lists, etc were available at the hotel 
receptions. One Team Managers meeting was held after the opening ceremony with the organisers, the 
judges and the FAI jury.  Concern was raised at the many sharp spinners installed on many F2B models. 
A discussion about the interpretation of the F2B spinner shape rules (ABR section 4 B.18.3 and B.18.4 
b) ) was held and on the following morning a check of the spinner shape was made available. 


The officials were in regular contact with each other.  
 
Conduct of judges and jury 
Six protests were lodged, all in F2D. One was upheld, three denied and two not accepted as they did not 
conform to the time schedule for submission of protests. 


The FAI Jury members were in constant touch with the contest officials and there were no infringements 
of the Sporting Code.  


It was pointed out that the scoring during the qualifying flights of one F2B judge panel was higher than 
the other panel. A dedicated meeting between the F2B judges was called before the fly-off flights. The 
aim was to highlight the problem and establish a common understanding in preparation of the fly-off 
flights. 


The F2D judges showed their professionalism and experience. In fact the F2D contest was conducted by 
them smoothly, with fair play matches and their efficiency was helpful to the FAI Jury in considering the 
protests. 


The new shut-off systems, required by the new Sporting Code rule, did not create problems during the 
normal flights of the competitors. For the single fly-away that occurred, it worked properly. 


However, the shut-offs were not checked by the officials as per the Sporting Code and it is emphasised 
that this must be undertaken at future Championships. 
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Opening and closing ceremonies, medal presentations , functions, closing banquet 
The opening ceremony was not at the level required for a Championship. It was held at the flying site in 
front of the hangar, with a short display of traditional dancing performed by local young people, with only 
one authority present (the Belgrade council member for the sport).  There was no facility for the national 
teams to parade in contrast to the 2007 F2 European Championship which was excellent and held in the 
historic centre of Belgrade. 


The FAI flag and the flags of competing nations were displayed prominently for the duration of the event. 


During the spare day, a tour of Belgrade and a visit to an airspace museum has been organised in real 
time only for the Judges and FAI jury. 


A simple on-field closing ceremony took place on Sunday 2nd August, with the presentation of trophies 
and championship medals.  


The banquet, as for the 2007 F2 European Championship, was excellent and held in the warm 
atmosphere of the Serbian NAC Aeroclub restaurant. 
 
Conclusion 
The 2009 F2 European Championship, despite the sadness of not having the full F2 competitors family, 
was completed successfully. The F2B & F2D competitors appreciated it and were able to demonstrate 
their capabilities. 


The organisers, staff and officials worked properly without big concerns. 


Highlights: excellent competitor site for F2B & F2D, excellent banquet and goodwill of organisation to 
accept help and direction from the FAI Jury members 


Lowlights: Poor opening ceremony, high cost of the banquet, poor selection and quality of lunch food 
and, of course, the lack of F2A & F2D classes. 
 
FAI Jury, comprising: 
 


Massimo SEMOLI, Italy (jury president) 
 
Mrs Jo Halman, United Kingdom 


 
Srdjan Pelagic, Serbia        
 
 


11 October 2009 
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2009 FAI European Championship for Thermal Duration Gliders 


(F3J) Wloclawek, Poland 
 


The 7th FAI European Championships for Thermal Duration Gliders were organised under the 


leadership of the Polish Aero Club by the Aero Club of Wloclawek on 10
th
 to 15


th
 August 2009 


 


Venue 


The site of Airfield of Wloclawek was an excellent stage for the competition. As required by the 


Sporting Code there was no possibility of slope soaring around the airfield. 


 


Organisation 


The staff of the Aero club Wloclawek had experience with organising many World and European 


Championships. They wisely invited experienced F3J people from abroad for helping on the field.  


So the Deputy Contest Director was Mr. Serdar Sualp (TUR) and one of the Flight Line Directors was 


Mr. Marin Kordic (CRO). The whole event was efficiently led by the Contest Director Marek Kozynski 


president of the Aero Club Wloclawek. Officials were well trained and sufficient in numbers. The 


sound system on the flight line was excellent, the sound system for pit area was sometimes not 


sufficient. 


 


Entry 


The Championship was entered by 51 senior competitors from 19 countries and 42 junior competitors 


from 15 countries. The higher number of juniors compared with the last F3J ECh is really pleasant. 


Large number of supporters also participated. 


 


Accommodation and catering 


Most teams stayed camping at the airfield. Part of competitors stayed in hotel in Wloclavek and 


neighbouring villages. 


Breakfast was served in the hotel and in a restaurant on the field. It was possible to buy lunch at the 


field. It was served in a big tent. The quality was acceptable. A small restaurant was at disposal to 


pilots, helpers and supporters. 


 


Weather 


Weather was changing during the week. On Tuesday after the first group trying to fly in the morning 


the competition was interrupted for rain showers. The flying continued on Wednesday. For the 


reminder of the week east wind prevailed reaching up to 8.5 m/s. Advantage of these conditions was a 


wider distribution of pilots’ results, which then clearly showed the best pilot. The difficult weather 


reigned also at fly-off 


 


Protests 


One protest against the decision of CD concerning “early launch" was submitted by the German team. 


The protest was declined by the International Jury. 


 


International Jury 


Tomas Bartovsky (CZE), Raimond Pavan (LUX) and Sydney Lenssen (GBR). 


 


Conclusion 


It is the opinion of the FAI Jury that these were very successful European Championships carried out in 


a most friendly atmosphere. The organisers are to be commended for an excellent event. 


 


 


 


Wloclawek August 2009  Tomas Bartovsky 


 Jury president 
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Jury Report on the 2009 European Championship 
For F4C and International F4H Competition  


for Scale Models 
Held at Starmoen Airfield (Elverum) Norway 


July 25th – August 2nd 2009 
 


General 


The 2009 European Championship for class F4C and an open Nordic Championship for class F4H 


R/C Scale was organised by the Aeromodelling Group of the Norwegian Air Sports Federation at the 


National Gliding Centre, Starmoen near Elverum. Originally the event was to cater for F4C and F4B 


classes of Scale Models but due the lack of interest in F4B the organisers had no choice other than to 


cancel this class on March 5
th
. On March 18


th
 it was announced that entries for the new F4H class were 


to be substituted and entries were invited on an individual basis (the highest placed entrant from the 


Nordic countries would be ‘The Nordic Champion’.) Final entries for the two classes were F4C - 5 


team managers, 32 competitors (4 of them doubling as team managers) together with 17 supporters, 12 


entering 3man teams, 2 with 2man teams and 1with a 1man team. In F4H – 15 competitors (6 


qualifying to compete for the Nordic Championship) from 5 countries. 


 


The contest was held in mixed weather conditions with intermittent light rain and variable light wind 


and although some hours of flying time were lost to the rain an efficient organisation ensured that all 


three rounds were completed in both classes. 


Pre-Contest Information 


This was sent out in good time and contained all relevant information. The Norwegian Organisers 


worked hard putting out the required information, both to the Judges and the Competitors through 


Bulletins and a very informative website. Their website could well provide a pattern for future 


championships.  


Accommodation and Catering 


Accommodation was in some good hotels in Elverum, some 6Km from the flying site, and 


transportation of Judges and Jury was by means of a minibus The competitors using the hotel option 


supplied their own transport. 


The alternatives were a selection of very comfortable self contained log cabins on the site or camping, 


again on the airfield. Those who were camping had more than adequate sanitary facilities available to 


them. 


The hotel accommodation was inclusive of breakfast whilst lunch and dinner were provided for the 


judges, jury and officials (together with breakfast for those residing on site) in the airfield clubhouse. 


Lunch, for competitors and supporters, in the form of burgers hot-dogs and waffles was available to be 


purchased on the airfield.  


 


Judges and Jury 
 


Twelve judges and three jury members from ten different countries were employed to oversee the 


contest. In F4C the static judging was divided between two panels of two judges each and the flying 


was the responsibility of a separate panel of five whilst the F4H class was judged in both static and 


flying by the same panel of three judges. 


 


Flying Site 
 


Both classes flew from the airfield’s asphalt runway which at 8 metres proved to be very narrow in 


cross wind situations, however careful mowing of the grass on either side and with a reasonably 







smooth transition between the two surfaces landings and takeoffs were accomplished without incident. 


The available space for approach and climb-out was rather restrictive but competitors coped 


satisfactorily. 


Opening Ceremony 


This was held on the airfield before the raised flags of the competing nations, with teams 


marching into position behind a local junior carrying the countries name. Speeches of 


welcome were made by the Mayor of Elverum, the President of the Norwegian Air Sports 


Federation and the Jury President, who officially declared the contest open. The ceremony 


concluded with the playing of the National anthem of Norway and the FAI hymn 


Model Processing 


Registration and checking of models and certificates took place on Saturday and Sunday The weighing 


equipment was available to the competitors at all times as was a decibel meter. (The official check on 


noise is made just on models that sound noisy in the air, and the official weight checking is made just 


after the first flight). 


 


Competition 
 


The competition started on Monday with static judging in both classes and the organisation ensured 


that all ran smoothly with the exception of interruptions due to the intermittent rain showers, these 


eventually extended the flying into the reserve day. The static judging which was carried out in the 


F4H hangar suffered from a confusing background and it is recommended that in future a suitable 


screen is provided to view the models against. 


Protests 


There was one protest entered by GBR. against the method employed by the judges when awarding 


marks under the ‘Choice of Options’. A protracted discussion revealed that there was a difference of 


interpretation between the flyer and the judges who eventually agreed that they had marked this item 


too harshly and decided to adjust all of the scoring sheets affected. Fortunately this change did not 


have any effect on the final rankings of either individuals or teams. In view of the outcome this protest 


was considered to be upheld and the fee returned. 


Closing ceremony 


This was held on the field in front of the flags when the winners were honoured, medals and 


certificates presented and the appropriate flags raised. The Jury president officially closed the 


Championships and the FAI hymn was played. Later in evening the Banquet was held in the main 


hangar where all competitors and officials were presented with mementoes of their visit to Norway. 


  


Summary 
 


This was, in the opinion of the Jury, a very well run and friendly championships. The one 


disappointment that the organisers must have felt was the lack of interest shown by the general public 


as no more that a handful of spectators attended. 


 


One or two areas were highlighted during the week that the F4 CIAM sub-committee will need to 


discuss and resolve to help subsequent championships run more smoothly. 


 


. 


The FAI Jury 


 


 


Narve L. Jensen                                                 Robin I Gowler                                        Matti Jyllilä
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Jury Report on FAI European Championship F5B 2009 


Competition EC F5B 2009 at Romania, Cisnadie 


Names and addresses of jury 


members 


Norbert Hübner, Hochstr. 25, 85221 Dachau, Germany  


Manfred Lex, Murlingengasse 25/8, A-1120 Wien - Austria 


Marius Conu, STR.BAIA DE ARIES NR. 7, BL.12, SC.B, ET.6, AP63, 060802 


BUCURESTI – SECTOR 6. ROMANIA 


 


General information Very good organized EC.  Very good support by the owner of  the flying field. 


Special thanks of course to Emil Giezendanner providing his technical equipment 


to run the contest. 


Excelent large flying field, which allowed setting the distance course without 


having the sun in the course. 


Flight path crossings of models at duration and landing task  with models flying 


the distance task could be prevented by course layout and positioning of the 


landing spot. 


Very good to excellent flying skill of all pilots. 


Helpers of the Organizer always available at time and familiar with the sport. 


Good to very good accomodation for jury members and teams. 


Good to very good and various food at accomodation and flying field. 


Catering at the flying field much better compared to F5B WC 2008 and 2006. 


Two chemical toiletts available at the flying field.  


Schedule of competition Sept 8
th
: 14.00 – 19.00 Registration and Model Processing 


Sept. 9
th
 : 18.00 – 19.00 Opening Ceremony; 20.00 – 21.00 Team Briefing 


Duration of rounds Sept. 10
th
: 9.00 – 13.00 round 1+ 2; 14.00 – 18.00 round 3+4 


Sept 11 th; 9.00 – 13.00 round 5+6; 13.30 – 15.00 round 7 


Breaks between rounds 20 min. after each round;  60 mjn Lunch 


Interruptions and delays No interruptions and delays 


Weather and visibility Sunny, partly clouded; visibility 50 km; Wind 1 to 2 BF, various direction; 


Number of starting poles 1 


Number of competitors  16 competitors, 6 teams. 


Local rules or deviations from 


Sporting Code 


Starting order switched to “other competitions” mode, because of small number 


of competitors and teams. Discussion with team managers, unannimously 


approved. 


Observations,  timekeeping Very precise timekeepers and judges at base A and B and savety line; only two 


reflight from 114 flights.in 7 rounds caused by a missing signal. 


Model weight, battery weight and energy limiter settings of all 16 pilots have 


been randomly checked after landing. 







Prize-giving and issue of 


results - confirm organisers 


provide results with full names, 


nationalities and number of juniors 


Results have been provided including full names, nationalities and FAI licence 


number. No juniors in this competition. 


Any incident or accident No 


Protests No Protests 


 






