MICROLIGHT  ACTIVITY  IN POLAND,    REPORT 2005





1.  Organisation





A new Aviation Law considerably changed situation of  users of trikes, being still majority of „classic”  microlights in Poland.


Education and  training,  examination,  licencing,  aiworthness inspection and  registration,  recently  were proceed by Aeroclub.  Accidents were investigated  by state institutions,  the same way as road  traffic accidents, with  support of  experts from Aeroclub and  competent expert  witnesses.  Due to the Aviation Law,  most of  above activity  principly belongs to new state Office (ULC) and  State Comission of Air Accident Investigation.  


Negotiations on  establishing  system similiar to  another  European countries  are continued,  consuming  lot of  our  time  and energy.


Fortunately,  in 2005  a  progress was achieved:  CAA   certified  number of private or local Aeroclub’s  schools;  number of  instructors have been nominated by CAA as   examinators  and  microlight  airworthness inspectors. Important, positive result of new regulations is  using  polish  aircraft  registration  letters „SP”  on trikes, what  is  necessary  for legal use of  radio communication on aviation band. We can say, that  our situation  is slowly going  to some kind of normalisation. Nevertheless,  relatively long period  of  legal  instability  slowed down enthusiastic development  of  popular aviation,  continued  for almost  25 years .





2.  Microlight  manufacturing





Light airplanes,  including  microlights, are produced in Poland  by  several manufacturers  in  Bielsko - Biala, Krosno,  Lodz  and others.


One  professional  manufacturer, Compol in Warsaw,  produces complete "W" class microlights, including wings "Stratus".  The second, WAM in Krakow must change sort of production  because of  significant decrease of interest in  new  equipment last years. 


Number of  importers sell  wings, engines, propellers,  recovery systems and avionics from West Europe, Russia and Ukraina. Individual import of   second hand equipment supplements the market.  Several  craftsman produce trikes, equipped with imported engines.  


Firma Dudek in Bydgoszcz , worldwide known,  is one of  leading manufacturers of  wings for paragliders.  PPG power units  are imported in complete sets or  assembled  in Poland  using  various  types of engines.


	


3. Sport activity





3.1 Domestic competitions





Open International Championships of Poland in „classic” classes,  Poznan 


18  pilots  including 4 foreign   in classes AL2, WL1,  WL2.  Number of participants considerably increased   comparing  last  two years.  Two airfields, Kobylnica and Bednary were  useed  for various tasks.


	Using GPS recorders for microlight competitions was an innovation in Poland. We have  good experience concerning the reliability and accuracy of the recorder, as well as the fastness and simplicity of data processing, using GPS and Muzzy LoggersÔ  in sailplane competitions. Protecting GPS against unauthorised usage has been done simply and effectively. A  popular,  comercially available  GPS of various types,  Muzzy Loggers and  widely known software  were used.


	Regardless of using many types of FR-s and not sophisticated software, data readout and processing were done  immediately after  delivery of   a  FR  by a competitor.  The scoring of 18  competiting crews  was published next day after a task;  one computer and operator were  working.


	International  Meeting of  floating microlights class WS2  and AA2  was an event  supplementary to National Microlight Championship.  Takeoffs, flights and landing on lake Malta  in  Poznan, worldwide know water stadium,  were observed by thousends of spectators.


	PPG Nationals  , Pinczow.  16 pilots,   8   tasks in 4 days.  Well  prepared and  managed competion,  good  marshalling,  carefully selected tasks,  compatible with  CIMA  task catalogue.


	"Polish Cup" competitions,  introduced in 2002,  were  played in various airfields all the season.  Winners  of final scoring  join the next year Selected Team.  In 2005  six  Polish Cup competitions were organized, 40 crews  participated.  Polish Cup events  are  usually a  popular  weekend  competition, dedicated for  pilots  looking for  more than recreational  flights.  





3.2. International  competitions


	


	Polish team  participated in World Microlight Champioships, Levroux  in  „Classic”  WL1, WL2  and Soft Wing PF1.  Alojzy Dernbach won  Gold  Medal on WL1, the third Gold for Poland  since  1994 and 1995.   Three   WL2  crews get 8-th,  15-th  and 16-th place. 


PPG team was less succesfull,  our pilots are placed on 26, 28, 30, 34, 41 position.


3.3  Bid for   World Championships 2007 





	The preliminary bid was submitted by Aeroclub of Poznan in December 2004. Experience of National Championships in July 2005, as well as new airspace regulations  expected in the next years  caused, that  location of the FAI event  in the CTR, close to  busy airport of Poznan,  seems to  be too risky.  The alternate  site is Torun, an excellent airfield in the vicinity of  the  town,  outside  of  the CTR of  Bydgoszcz.  Change the  site from Poznan to Torun caused  number of problems,  which could not  be solved  in  relatively short time, remaining to the Meeting of CIMA.  Finally,  the bid  of  Poznan  is cancelled,   bid  of  Torun  is still  under preparation, possibly to  be converted to  the  bid for the next  event  -  European Championships  2008.





4. Other activity  





	Experiments on  scientific applications of microlights  in environmental research  have been introduced.  Delegate of  Poland  submits  a  presentation  as a supplementary item:


 „ Measurement  of Greenhouse Gases Air Profile  Using  Microlight”  


(experiments   supported by   Dept. of    Environmental Sciences,   Faculty of  Physics and applied Computer Sciences,  AGH  University  of Science and Technology, Krakow).
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