MICROLIGHT  ACTIVITY  IN POLAND,    REPORT 2006

1.  Legislation


A new Aviation Law considerably changed situation of  users of trikes, being still majority of „classic”  microlights in Poland.

Education and  training,  examination,  licensing,  airworthiness inspection and  registration,  recently  were proceed by Aeroclub.  Accidents were investigated  by state institutions,  the same way as road  traffic accidents, with  support of  experts from Aeroclub and  competent expert  witnesses.  Due to the Aviation Law,  most of  above activity  principle belongs to new state Office (ULC) and  State Commission of Air Accident Investigation.  

Negotiations on  establishing  system similar to  another  European countries  are continued,  consuming  lot of  our  time  and energy providing  some progress. We can say, that  our situation  is slowly going  to some kind of normalisation. Nevertheless,  relatively long period  of  legal  instability  slowed down enthusiastic development  of  popular aviation,  continued  for almost  25 years .

2.  Microlight  manufacturing


Light aeroplanes,  including  microlights, are produced in Poland  by  several manufacturers  in  Bielsko - Biala, Krosno,  Lodz  and others.

One  professional  manufacturer, Compol in Warsaw,  produces complete "W" class microlights, including wings "Stratus".  The second, WAM in Krakow stopped   production of popular wings Libra 3  because of  significant decrease of interest in  new  equipment last years. 

Number of  importers sell  wings, engines, propellers,  recovery systems and avionics from West Europe, Russia and Ukraina. Individual import of   second hand equipment supplements the market.  Several  craftsman produce trikes, equipped with imported engines.

Firma Dudek in Bydgoszcz , worldwide known,  is one of  leading manufacturers of  wings for paragliders.  PPG power units  are imported in complete sets or  assembled  in Poland  using  various  types of engines.

3. Sport activity


Domestic Competitions


Open  Championships of Poland in „classic” classes,  Wloclawek 

12  pilots  including 2 foreign   in classes  WL1,  WL2 participated  the Champinships.  Number of  competitors decreased comparing last year Nationals  in Poznan, where  19 pilots participated, including  AL class microlights. 


Experimentally,  standard  GAC flight recorders were used as loggers and  Air Observer software.  Protecting  loggers against unauthorised usage has been done simply and effectively.  The scoring of all crews  was published couple hours after a task;  two computers and  were  working. Our experience confirms,  that   various  kind of  GPS  flight recorders can be successfully used in microlight competitions. Generating  a  problem in this matter is not really important, as  the “problem” has been solved  in other air sports  many   years ago.


PPG Nationals, Pinczow.:  19 pilots, 11 tasks in 5 days.  Well  prepared and  managed competition,  good  marshalling,  carefully selected tasks,  compatible with  CIMA  task catalogue.


Polish Cup,  introduced in 2002 was continued this year. 9 competitions  were  played in 8 airfields all the season.  Winners  of final scoring  join the next year Selected Team.  In 2005  six  Polish Cup competitions were organized, 44 crews  participated in AL2, WL1 in WL2.  Polish Cup events  are  usually a  popular  weekend  competition, dedicated for  pilots  looking for  more than recreational  flights.  


Regional  Championships and Cups:

Championships of Podlasie:  20 microlights WL class,  3  AL,  16 PPG.

Championships of Mazowsze: 13  AL.

Cup of Wielkopolska: four competitions in various aerodroms, 18 pilots.


Domestic rallies,  local  competitions and Air Picnics:

Rally Wielkopolska, Rally Kaszuby, Rally Gdansk

Competitions  in  Bydgoszcz,  Oborniki, Chojno, Wolsztym – Powodowo,  Bagicz,  

Fly In  Trzebicz,


Other domestic events:

Polish – German Air Show in Trzebicz,  VLA and UL Fair in Katowice.


International Rallies

Rally to Lithuania and Latvia:  14 trikes, 1 UL aircraft ,  2300 km, visiting 10 aerodromes.

Solo rally to Greece:  one trike,  4200 km in 12 days.


FAI  Championships

European Microlight Championships, classic classes,  Noerdlingen, Germany:

Four crews: 2 * WL1, results  8 and  11 place, 2  * WL2  result  17 and 18 place.

European Microlight Championships,  new classes,  Chosas de Abajo,  Spain:

Four pilots of  PF1, results  14, 18, 23, 29  place.


CONCLUSIONS


Presented review  shows  decreasing  interest in  high performance sport flying, and, consequently, decreasing  sport  level  and  achieved results.  From the other side increases. number of  users of microlights interested  in  various kind of recreation events -  picnics,  local   competitions  and  rallies, where  popular, inexpensive  types of microlights can be used  and an owner gets  satisfaction and pleasure  with not much cost and risk.  In my opinion it is a general trend  in ultralight aviation.  

4.  Bid for European Championships 2008 


The preliminary bid was submitted by Aeroclub of Wloclawek in December 2005. Presently we submit amendment of the bid, changing venue from Wloclawek to  Leszno.  The change is very fortunate, because  Leszno, the main centre of gliding and another air sports in Poland,  is the best place for the First Category FAI event.
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