Draft 8

WPRS HG Working Group

Chair : Michael Zupanc

No Working Group session is planned, however Zupy will be available during the meeting and especially on Thursday if one feels a need of a short meeting to be arranged directly with Zupy e mail address:

  zupy@ozemail.com.au
Progress report on what has been decided last CIVL Plenary:

CIVL minutes 2001

Hand Gliding WPRS

Annex 7

Hang Gliding WPRS.

There is a fundamental problem with some major competitions.

The world number one pilot lost his ranking position because he was denied entry into a European

Championship because he was not European. There was a limit on competitor entries in the

competition and only Europeans were allowed to enter.

To deny a high ranking pilot the opportunity to compete for high competition points is

fundamentally wrong.

To address this problem, a two-part proposal is being put to the Plenary for approval.

Firstly,

Any competition that includes pilots irrespective of their country of origin may be included in the

world ranking system.

Then.

Continental Championships must allow at least the top 50 pilots of the world ranking system into

the competition. Except that no nation can enter more pilots than the normal team size.

These proposals were accepted by the working group without dissent

Note if there is conflict with the GS in terms of “guest” pilots, these issues can easily be fixed by

using two score sheets. Ie. The “continental championship” and “all pilots”, with the complete

score being used for WPRS purposes. - The RACE scoring program accommodates this function

easily.

An ongoing working group, which will be advertised on the internet, will continue to evaluate the

HG aspects of the WPRS

Martin’s system will be run in the background in parallel with the current system (if possible) so

that the formulas can be evaluated.

Of special concern is the level where the pilot weighting begins to devalue a competition.

We need to have a system whereby smaller competitions that have solid competition between the

potential winners are not penalised if there are small numbers of competitors overall.

It is impossible to evaluate where the formulas allocate this level is at the moment. We need time

to examine the system during the year.

Also during the year the concept of a super series (or whatever, it ends up being called), whereby

known sanction points are available to whoever turns up will also be investigated further.

The aim of this concept, is that pilots are able to plan in advance which competitions they will or

will not attend, and it will ensure that the pool of HG skill is demonstrated around the world.

With appropriate mathematical tuning, Martin’s proposal may (or may not) be able to address

some, or possibly all of these issues, hence the need for time to evaluate the options with thorough

mathematical and philosophical consideration.
