A proposal for High Wind Policy in Sporting Code Section 7A Class 0       Hang Gliders 2.20 Flight Safety

Background

There are several reasons for why a policy is needed for when or when not to fly a competion in high wind:

 

· As the high speed performance of hangliders increase, meaningful tasks with headwind legs can be set in stronger and stronger winds. However, as the high-speed envelope of the glider improve, the wingloading of the gliders remain mainly unchanged, and therefor the low-speed range and sensitivity to turbulence remains mainly unimproved. In other words: even if the latest crop of competition gliders makes it possible to compeat in high winds, doing so is still as unsafe as always. 
· For a meet director cancelling a day can be a difficult decision, facing the possible criticism from the pilots and possible pressure from various interest groups if the day turn out to be flyable. Using a pre-agreed policy can strengthen the meet director in an otherwise difficult or unpopular decision. 
· In the same way as Section 7 (and the stewards attending major meets) aim to maintain a certain standard of organization and fairness in competitions across the world, a policy on flying in high winds can help to keep the safety of flying above a certain level at FAI sanctioned competitions. 
· Also when flying in high winds the usual consequences of small mistakes are quickly amplified into large consequences. It has been common that tasks have been set in conditions exceeding the landing speeds of the gliders (Consider taking of in an airliner or sailplane in winds exceeding the stall landing speed of the aircraft!) 
· The number of people going to competitions is small, and the numbers are slowly renewed. Even if only a small number of people are injured, or scared away, it will be very negative for the competition community. 
 

These reasons, and more, are the background for the following proposal.

Proposal

It is proposed to incude the following text into Section 7:

 

”In judging if a day is safe to fly, it is possible to make both a false positive decision (i.e. to fly a day with too strong winds), or a false negative decision (i.e. to cancel a day that later was found safe to fly) – this is inherent in the difficulty of forecasting the flying conditions and can not be completely avoided.

 

The policy shall be that rather cancel two days which would be safe to fly, than to fly one day which in retrospect was found unsafe to fly.

 

Different areas will allow different strengths of winds for safe flying, and no single rule or measure can be enough to judge the safety of the day. The following recommendation must be seen in this light, that is: rather as a guideline than a rule.

 

As a guideline: as the forecasted or measured wind speed in gusts exceeds 2/3 of the speed of minimum sink of the average glider in the meet, then the meet director shall pay special attention to that the flying of the day is kept safe with regards to flying/launching/landing in high winds, or consider cancelling the day if a safe task can not be set.

 

Since each flying area is unique, it is further recommended that the organizer of a competition include an adapted policy for when to fly in high winds or not in the local regulations.”
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