Annex 15 / 2006

Proposal to change section 7a and section 7b and modify WPR formulas to correct some inconsistencies regarding section 7 and WPR

By Stein-Tore Erdal on behalf of Norway

Cat. 1 events:

For cat. 1 events there are no rules in section 7 which stops the event to be ranked in WPR on the basis of no of participants. 

As far as I can understand from what I've read in 7b all events sanctioned as cat. 1 will get points in WPR. 

It is easy to misunderstand the wording in 7a & 7b item 2.4.3 and 2.4.5 (regarding the awarding of the Champion title) to also be a requirement for the event to be included in the WPR.

As far as I can understand this is not the case (the way it is written) although it may have been intended.

For cat. 1 events validation relates only to the awarding of "Champion" title and has nothing to do with WPR.
So any event sanctioned as cat. 1 will get points in WPR regardless of no of tasks and no of pilots.

This is in fact OK as the WPR formula should take care of devaluating events with few tasks/pilots.

Cat. 2 events:

For cat. 2 events there are some items dealing with the WPR:

Any competition can be "sanctioned" (or registered if you like) as cat. 2 events regardless of number of participants.

The sanction is happening beforehand and one does not require a min. no of pilots to have registered for the comp. before it is sanctioned.

"Sanction" means that the event will be listed in the FAI sporting calendar and that it has to follow FAI rules (and that all commercial rights etc.... belongs to FAI!). It also means the organizer can use FAI in their advertising etc...

 
After a competition is over it may or may not be validated.

3.3.1 and 3.3.3 deals with validation.

3.3.1 states that for the event to be valid min 15 pilots are required.

3.3.3 states that for the event to be valid min 2 tasks are required.

3.1.6 then states that only valid competitions is scored in WPR.

3.4 states “Category 2 events will gain WPRS points for the pilots competing in accordance with current WPRS rules.”

Note that “valid” is not mentioned here.

For cat. 2 events validation is relevant only with regards to WPR and is not used with regards to any other matters.

Conclusion section 7a & 7b vs. WPR

For cat. 1: Any event sanctioned will gain WPR points regardless of tasks and results.

For cat. 2: Only events sanctioned and deemed valid will gain WPR points.

It is strange that a cat 1 event with a single pilot and a single task will then get WPR points whereas a cat. 2 event with less than 15 pilots or less  than two tasks does not.

The WPR formula is designed in the same manner as GAP, ie the points awarded are reduced in relation to the quality of the event based on a number of factors including number of tasks and number of pilots.

It is my view that it is wrong to set any restrictions regarding number of tasks and number of pilots for an event to be scored in WPR. The formula takes care of it.

WPR formula

There is a "fault" in both the class 3 formula and the formula for the other classes.

For class 3: The winner get at least 9 points even with only one participant (if all other factors are optimal).

For the other classes: The winner get at least 80 points (100 in cat. 1) even with only one participant (if all other factors are optimal).

For all classes the formula should be so that the points awarded to the winner goes towards 0 when number of participants goes towards 0.

Qualification for cat. 1 events

It is a concern that pilots not having flown in competitions with big gaggles may qualify for cat. 1 events.

Class 3

The class 3 rules for cat. 1 for pilot qualifications states (section 7b):

2.11.1:

In the 3 years before the entry deadline for the competition a pilot has to have either:

· Ranked above a certain level in the WPRS for paragliding.

Or

· Flown X number of flights over Y kilometres in paragliding competition.

The WPRS ranking level and the values of X and Y will be published in the Local Regulations for each

Category 1 championship.

This means safety is taken care of by the virtue of the WPR formula and the rules already in place in 7b.

Class 1, 2, 4, 5

For Class 1, 2, 4, 5 (section 7a) it is a bit different:

2.11.1:

A pilot has to have either:

· Competed in a Category 1 event (excluding Women’s Worlds after 1 January 2003) in the four years before

the qualifying date,

· Or placed in the top 2/3 of pilots in a Category 2 event during the 3 years prior to the Category 1

Championships.

Here there is no menition of WPR at all. It mentions "Category 2 event" which is any event which has applied for and gotten sanction and paid their fee (a month before the event starts).

This means that someone placing top 2/3 in such an event with at least two pilots and one task will be qualified regardless of the event being scored in WPR or not.

I am sure this is not what was intended with the rules (at least it should've said "valid category 2 event" and possibly also state what class).

Note: there is a distinction between "sanctioned event" and a "valid sanctioned event". "sanction" happends before the event takes place. Validation of the event happends when the event is over. (See 3.2.3 regarding sanction and 3.3 regarding validation.)

Proposal

Changes to section 7b:

1. Move item 3.3.2 to 3.2.5

2. Remove the rest of item 3.3.

Add to first point in 2.11.1 (cat. 1 rules): "and flown in a cat. 2 event with at least 40 participants."

Changes to section 7a:

1. Move item 3.3.2 to 3.2.5

2. Remove the rest of item 3.3.

Add to first point in 2.11.1 (cat. 1 rules): "and flown in a cat. 2 event with at least 40 participants."

2.11.1 in section 7a needs to be changed (for the reasons stated above). Here I am not sure what to do as some of these classes do not have many participants so using same rules as for class 3 is not ok. Any ideas?

“Correction” of WPR (may not need approval by gen.ass. as it is more of a correction of an error than a change):

Class 3 WPR:

Change the Pilot number factor (Pn) in WPR rules so that one ends up with 0 (or 1) point to the winner in the case of one pilot only.

Class 1, 2, 4, 5 WPR:

Introduce a Pilot number factor (Pn) in WPR rules similar to the one for class 3 or change the Pilot points factor (Pp) so it has the same effect.

