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Agenda 


of the Annual Meeting of the

Paragliding Subcommittee


To be held in Talloire, France

on 2 February 2007

1.  Qualification dates for cat 1 events - instead of having 4 months previous to the competition (which could be in the middle of a month), maybe is better to have "date to be set in the organizer agreement close to 4 months before the competition starts".

2.  Reviewing the timelines for eligibility of the pilots to get in cat 1 event.
3.  Changes to Paragliding Team Size and Team Scoring requirements 
     (Annexes 14, 19, 26)
4.  Fixed Total Validity (Annex 18)
Proposal : that Fixed Total Validity (FTV) be adopte d and used with the Race scoring system – Annex 1.  FTV has been used in with success Australia over the past two summers.

5.  Changes of Paragliding Stopped Task Scoring Rule – Section 7B 2.20.7.4

     (Annex 15)

6. Female Entry into European Championship (Annex 17)
7.  GPS error margin  (Annex 1 of the PG SC)

8.  To use only 3D GPS units. (this issue is also in the S7 SSC changes)
9.  Safety – Paragliding flying close to the ground (Annex 24)

10.  Safety – Paragliding Pilot qualification criteria (Annex 25)
11.  Pilots registration (Annex 30)
12. Sanction fees  (Annex 27)
13.  FAI licences and WPRS calculation  (Annex 13)
14.  Review of the Local Rules sample in S7b.

10.1  For the S7 : the protest to be published so the pilots and teams will know   about.

10.2  have in S7 the penalties for most of the possible infringements so we’ll not lose time at every competition establishing different penalties.

15. Event officials flying the course line (Annex 22)
16.  Harmonization of CEN and DHV (Annex 31)
17.  S7b 5.2 Competition with a cut - delete

Report to the CIVL PG SC and Plenary 2007

By Leonard Grigorescu, 19 December 2007 

Paragliding 

During the time past since last plenary, I’ve been trying to work together with the PG SSC but I’ve got only rare response from a very small number of the members.

Airworthiness

From the last plenary we still have to solve the problem of the airworthiness (or Permit to Fly) in order to make safer and easier to provide the documentation for the prototypes.

Cloud Flying and other infringements
One of the most important problems encountered was the matter of cloud flying in competitions. At the 9th PG European Championship in Morzine, France, several pilots were proved that have been cloud flying and they were penalised. Regarding this kind of infringement, there are at least 2 issues to be solved :

a) all the pilots should have 3D GPS unit

b) the penalties for different infringements should be stated very clear in S7, so everybody will know which are the penalties and we’ll save a lot of time from the first Team Leader briefing

Women entry

Another issue coming from the experience of the competition of the last year is the female entry in cat 1 events. The most important is that in present, after the decision of the last plenary, the female pilots lost 10 places (formerly allowed by rules to the first 10 nations in ranking).

However, I know that some nations are not very happy in having 2 female in their team, considering that they anyway are not helping for the team scoring. We have to find a solution because the women don’t have their own championships and we have to balance this with the size of the teams.

The second issue concerning the female pilots is the qualification criteria for the Europeans for the non-Europeans female pilots. For women, maybe it will be better to have the possibility to chose from the top 20 women from the top 1000 WPRS.

Safety

Regarding safety and especially the final glide for goal we already have a proposal for solving this issue. 

Also for safety reasons there are proposal regarding more strict qualification criteria (instead of WPRS top 1000 to have WPRS top 500 and so on). However this will advantage only the top pilots (and nations) and we may face few problems, as not enough pilots or just 1 or 2 from a lot of countries. We have to find the right balance between the best pilots and also the fairness giving chances to all nations to send pilots to the major competitions.

If some people will believe that only low skill or ranked pilots are involved in accidents, I can tell to all nations at least the possibility you that at the last in Morzine, from 8 major incidents 1 pilots was in top 50, 1 in top 100, 3 in top 500, 2 in top 1000 and only one qualified via other criteria.

Team size

Last year the first proposal accepted by our sub committee but changed after by the vote of the plenary, was to have the base team size of 3 (no matter the gender) to give to all nations at least the possibility of having scored the 3 pilots. This year we have another proposal trying to solve this matter.

Local Rules and S7b

Because there are some inadequacies and rules not easy to interpret in S7b, we encounter some delays in preparing the Local Rules for the last 2 cat 1 events. To avoid this in the future will change the format of the Local Rules in S7, to make it easier to follow. Also we’ll delete some and change other articles in S7b.

Scoring a stopped task

In order not to waste a good part of a task, if the weather goes bad, we should modify the rule of scoring a stopped task, by scoring it not only if there is a pilot in goal, but also if a certain duration   has past since the start of the task.

Event officials flying the course line
There is a wish from some organisers in having marshals flying the course of the task, in order to give info regarding the weather, dangers or accidents. In present there are not other people than the pilots who are allowed to fly the course of the task.

Leonard Grigorescu

Chairman, CIVL Subcommittee, Paragliding 

19 December 2007

CIVL Plenary meeting 2007 


