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1.- General Activities of ICARE Committee 2008/200

The ICARE Committee held its annual meeting on Apri 2009, at the FAI
Headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Most of our work was dedicated to review FAI SpagtiCode, Section 8, Astronautic
Records. This action was prompted by the requebtaded to us from several sources
(even FAI members), suggesting that our Sectionta@snuch technical, which
prevented most people to understand properly mards.

2.- Recognition of the problem and solution undezta

The Commission understood the criticism. Spaceifcis quite expensive nowadays.
The international laws prohibit private enterpridaining private benefit from it.
Consequently, it can only progress with the helgamfernments. But since
governments need taxpayer votes to stay in powey, meed to translate taxpayers the
idea in words so simple that they can understaachitiRecords in Astronautical
activity, as written, were difficult to convincexiaayers.

The above said, the delegates were unanimous vdrsidering:

a) Lowering the scientific or technical standardgtwe records will only lead to
confusion and possible contradictory claims frofffedent parties.

b) No matter how much the technical wording is degd, most people will not
understand the complexities of outer space trangeind exploration.

c) But some solution is needed.

The Commission agreed that the solution should doynemaking the rules. Chapters
3, 4 and 5 of FAI Sporting Code, Section 8, contaamactual Astronautical records
recognised by FAI. They certainly contained a lioteahnical matter. But Chapter 2
contains the definitions and conditions of all thoscords, and Chapter 6 the means for
measurements. Would it be possible to make theingaf records simple enough in
chapters 3,4 and 5, so they can be understoodt(jfnecisely, at least in general) by
many people, without endangering the reality obrds trough a serious technical
definition?

The Vice President of our Commission, Mr. John BI{gK), with the help of Mr.
Marshall (France), the technical expert of our Cassion, undertook the work of
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simplifying charters 3, 4 and 5, transferring teehinically precise points to chapters 2
and 6. Our Commission is very grateful for the greark performed.

As a result of that work, our Commission approvestw and greatly amended version
of Chapter 8, following the recommendations of Wige President Mr. Miles.

I am well aware that many Aeronautic activitiesvinich FAI is actually involved, have
enough private support to be able to at least gamwithout much official funds being
given to them. That is not the case in Astronaufdstronautics, at present, can not
survive in a meaningful way without government peogs. We are doing as much as
we can to keep that support. And we would be guatefthe remaining statements in
FAI for showing some support, in whatever forumeythre present, for Astronautic
activities.

Dr. S. Sanz Fernandez de Cérdoba
ICARE President
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