AGENDA

GENERAL AVIATION COMMISSION (GAC)

Precision flying subcomittee meeting, Lausanne 2010

Friday 29th October 2010

09:00
Welcome and roll call of the members and guests of precision flying subcommittee.

09:05
Approval of agenda.

09:10

Future international competitions



Final bid Brits/SOUTHAFRICA 2011
· Discussion

· entry fee

· competition schedule

· sanction fee

· other

· Future championship Moscow/RUSSIA
· Discussion

11:00

Coffee break

11:30

Precision flying championship rules – change and modifications



Proposal from Finnland:

Current rule

A.0 INTRODUCTION

A.0.1 The competition is for solo pilots in single piston-engine class C aero planes, with a minimum 3 hours endurance and with a minimum empty (dry) weight of 175 kgs. Each competing pilot should have a valid private pilot license or that of a higher grade and a valid FAI Sporting License. Each competing aircraft must possess a Certificate of Airworthiness. Each aircraft must be operated according to its Airworthiness Certificate.

Proposed rule

A.0 INTRODUCTION

A.0.1 The competition is for solo pilots in class C aeroplanes, capable to fly the competition described in these rules.

Each competing aircraft and pilot must adhere to the regulations currently in force in the aircraft’s registration country and organiser's country.

Reasoning

Why to define engine type and number?

This should be a competition of pilot skill.

Definition of engine type and number only prevents technical development.

Why to define endurance, but not airspeed?  

Rules point A.1.2.2, define that minimum competition speed is 60 kts and that route can be 100 nm long.  Pilot in Command is by general aviation rules responsible for flight planning. What is the added value for rules to go into only some flight details. 

Being participating to these competitions several times, we have not noticed that this (endurance) has ever being checked. If this rule has been followed, it would have meant that fuel status of aeroplanes must be checked before every competition flight!

Proposed wording is totally in harmony with rest of the rules.

Why to define minimum empty weight?

This rule is believed to have history of microlights one time in history. When there was such a limit for microlight (empty weigh of less than 175 kg).

Being participating to these competitions several times, we have not noticed that this has ever being checked. (Weight and balance document or actual weighing of the aeroplane).

Requiring minimum weight does not bring any benefit for the rules. It only hinders development. It can not be anyone’s interests to prevent future development in aircrafts.

That competition is flown with class C aircraft should be enough in sporting sense. Looking back it seems that World Championship has been won by aircraft classified in some country as microlight. 

Why to require Private Pilot Licence (PPL)?

No other sporting code of FAI includes this kind of very strict limitation. All others define in general sense that competitor must have legal right to fly the aircraft they are using. 

This rule has not been followed in past, as military pilots have been participating and they do not have this civilian definition licence.

Also todays world have several other documents, like LPL etc. Also there seems to be no objection to use Touring motorglider class of aircrafts (it is far from ideal for the task, but possible) and they can be legally flown with GPL licence.

The very clever wording in FAI Aerobatic rules (section 6) covers all possible variations.

Why to require Certificate of Airworthiness/ Airworthiness Certificate ?

Also, as with the PPL case, why define document name? If the aircraft is legal, both in aircraft’s home land and in the country of competition, it should be enough.

Other codes referred

Air Navigation Race

A.0.1 does not require PPL, but valid pilot license for the competition aeroplane.

Section 6 aerobatics

Text of participating aircraft:

1.2.6.1. All competing aircraft must meet the performance characteristics required for the kind of flight they will be undertaking.

This is same kind as proposal.

Aerobatic rules do not state that pilot must have license. Only (in 1.2.7.1) that competitors must ” adhere to the regulations currently in force in the

organiser's country”.

Section 1 – Aerostats
Pilots are restricted in point 5.6.4

Pilots-in-command shall have been authorised to act as pilot-in-command of that subclass of aerostat for which the World- or Continental Regional Championship is held, at least twelve months prior to the start of the event,

Actually same text is duplicated in point 7.1.8.2

Pilots-in-command shall have been authorised to act as pilot-in-command of that subclass of aerostat for which the CIA SPORTING EVENT is held, at least six months prior to the start of the event,

This section give pilots an experience requirement (at 5.6.4  50 hours and in 7.1.8.2  25 hours?), but does not define which kind of license he is holding.

Section 3 – Gliding
Appendix A, point  3.2 d), states that pilot must have ” Hold a Pilot Licence or equivalent document”, but does not state what is the class of the licence or document.



-   Discussion:



-   Other proposals

13:00

Lunch

After lunch:

Combined meeting with Navigation flying subcommittee 

Precision flying subcommittee chairman:

Hans Gutmann, 


    

13th August 2010
