 17th World Precision Flying Championship and 15th World Rally Flying Championship “TROYES 2006”

Report of CompetitionDirector

The championships organisation has been allocated to France, at the 2004FAI-GAC meeting in Alicante and Local Rules approved at the 2005FAI-GAC meeting in Limassol.


23 National Aero Clubs were represented at TROYES,

- for Precision Championship 61 competitors from 17 countries and 9 national teams of 3 competitors ( 28 competitors took part in Rally Championship)

- for Rally Championship 65 crews from 17 countries and 15 national teams of 2 crews.


The Championships’ site was at TROYES-BARBEREY airfield and organisation had prepared a  “living site” with Information desk, meals, large Club House for teams on the Terminal side of the airfield, the “competition site” being located on the other side of the airfield, distant of a few minutes by car, with limited room for competition management, near parking places for aircrafts ans grass runway entirely reserved for the competition. 

Free Training


It had been possible to completely segregate Precision Flying in the East side ot the airfield, and Rally Flying in the West side, thus enhancing safety during training, even during Precision Championship. The first competitors arrived on July 15. For Precision Competition, 3 complete routes free of charges had been prepared, for Rally Flying 3 training routes were available.

World Precision Flying Championship


July 22, Official Landing Practice, time slots allocated to competitors, the Swiss  landing measuring system was tested so has been a new video system from France, enabling instant confirmation for Chief judge and recording on computers.


July 23, Landing stage. All landings were full stop landings, a continuous stream of aircrafts allowed landings 1 and 2 in the morning, landings 3 and 4 in the afternoon. 4 protests about tail wind component for landings 1 and 2 where upheld by the Jury “Wind speed and direction was not measured correctly.... results from landing n°1 and 2 are not approved by the International Jury”. Thus landing competition was only with results for landings n°3 and 4, International Chief Judge and Competition Director in concertation decided to not run again landings n°1 and 2.


July 24, First Navigation stage. The route checked by the Jury, every canvas was at the correct place so were the photograps. 3 groups flew the route. No protests.


July 25, Second Navigation stage. The route checked by the Jury, every canvas was at the correct place so were the photograps. 3 groups flew the route. One protest about a secret check-point was upheld by the Jury. Correction in the software of the correct distance and coordinates and corrected penalty points for every pilots.


July 26, reserve  day, the final results for World Precision Flying Championship were given at 12:00, Prize Giving Ceremony for Precision and Opening of World Rally Flying Championship.

World Rally  Flying Championship


July 27, Official Navigation Practice was posponed by Rally Chief Judge, the meteorologist forecasting thunderstorms in the afternoon. It must be said that during the night of July 25 to 26 a thunderstorm on the airfield caused damages to 3 aircrafts. The day was used for free training by crews.


July 28, Official Navigation Practice was run with a touch-and-go landing.


July 29, First Navigation Stage with touch-and-go landing. At clarification time it appeared different interpretations of the rules, so some check points and photographs were cancelled .


July 30, Second Navigation Stage. 3 protests were denied by the Jury, one for a photography and two for failing to follow precribe procedure after touch and go landing. The protest fees of 300€ were retained and given to FAI-GAC President.


July 31, Reserve Day. In spite of the advice of meteorologist and local users of LFQB about low ceiling in the morning, the International Chief Judge decided to try the 3rd Navigation Stage. The first crews returned early to the airfield and the stage was cancelled. In the afternoon, final results were given and Prize Giving Ceremony for Rally concluded the Championships.

In conclusion,


A team manager told at a briefing “Competition is made for pilots and not for the organizers” this man expressed by these words a too common practice I have noticed since several years, some teams run a competition not against each others , but rather against organizers and judges. In my opinion “Competition is made for pilots “by” organizers”  and it’s urgent to restore cooperation and fellowship between the actors of our championships,otherwise in the upcoming years there will be no more organizers and judges willing to organize and run unfriendly competitions.


My thanks go to the International Chief Judge for Precision, Mr Heinrich Schawalder and to the International Chief Judge for Rally, Mr Heinrich Linkogel, for their hard work running these Championships. I want to warmly thank all the volunteers for their cooperation during the competition and the people having provided accomodation and meals of a high standard.










Jean F Schwartz










Competition Director
