ANNEX 6.19

1998 Amateur-Built Aircraft Activity in the United States

1.
National Association:
Experimental Aircraft Association

PO Box 3086

Oshkosh, WI  54903-3086

United States

Web Site:

http://www.eaa.org
1.1
Membership in the Experimental Aircraft Association is 164,000.

2.
CIACA Delegate:
Dan Armstrong

21100 Angel Street

Tehachapi, CA 93561

United States

E-mail:

danarmstro@aol.com
3.
The general situation for amateur-built aircraft within the United States continues to be very favorable.  About 1,000 new registrations of experimental amateur-built aircraft are made each year.  The 300 kit manufacturers produced about 8,500 kits of which about 1/4 to 1/3 were exported.  Over 400 different kit aircraft are currently available and over 800 different choices are available when plans built aircraft are counted.

3.1
Statistics

· There are 20,609 experimental amateur-built registered aircraft as of April 6, 1999.  Of these 20,609, 632 are sailplanes and 4 are seaplanes. 

· There are approximately 41,000 experimental amateur-built aircraft under construction.  There is no accurate way to gather this statistic and it is based on a rule of thumb of about 2 aircraft under construction for every registered experimental amateur-built aircraft.

· There are approximately 40,000 registered aircraft in the antique, classic and contemporary categories.  Antique aircraft are defined as those built prior to December 31, 1945, classic aircraft are those built between January 1, 1946 and December 31, 1955 and contemporary aircraft are those built between January 1, 1956 and December 31, 1960.  There are about 1,000 registered Warbirds (military aircraft under civil registry).

· Experimental amateur-built built aircraft flew approximately 820,000 hours in 1998.  This estimate is based on an estimate of 40 hours per aircraft provided by the Federal Aviation Administration.

· There were 63 fatal and 156 non-fatal accidents of experimental amateur-built registered aircraft in 1998. There were 229 total accidents, with 82 actual fatalities.   The accident rate for homebuilt aircraft has steadily declined for the last several decades and is now comparable to all general aviation aircraft.

· There are 128,800 single engine registered general aviation aircraft in the United States and amateur-built aircraft are becoming an increasingly larger percentage of the fleet each year.

4.
Amateur-built aircraft are issued an airworthiness certificate on satisfactory completion of an inspection by a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) inspector or Designated Airworthiness Representative (DAR).  This certificate does not expire, but yearly condition inspections of the aircraft by the certified builder or a rated A&P mechanic are required.  

5.
Charges for an airworthiness inspection by a FAA DAR are negotiable, but can be in the range of $300 to $400.  Often the builder performs the yearly condition inspection for no direct cost.

6.
Undetermined.

7.
Radios are required for entering controlled airspace.  If the aircraft is not used to enter class D airspace or higher, a radio is not required.

8.
Insurance is not required by statute, but in practice, almost all aircraft carry liability insurance as a minimum.

9.
Experimental amateur-built aircraft are normally restricted to single place flight within a radius of 25 statute miles for the first 25 hours when a FAA approved engine/propeller combination is used or for the first 40 hours when an unapproved engine/propeller combination is used.  Amateur-built gliders balloons, dirigibles and ultralight vehicles will be limited to operation within an assigned flight test area for at least 10 hours of satisfactory operation. In addition, a placard must be applied in the cabin or cockpit in full view of all occupants which reads:  Passenger warning - This aircraft is amateur-built and does not comply with Federal safety regulations for standard aircraft.  An experimental aircraft may not be used for carrying persons or property for compensation or hire.  An experimental aircraft may not be operated over a densely populated area or in congested airways, unless authorized by the FAA Administrator.  The pilot of an experimental aircraft must advise each passenger of the experimental nature of the aircraft and an experimental aircraft may operate under VFR, day only flight conditions unless specifically authorized by the FAA Administrator.  Finally, the pilot of an experimental aircraft must notify the control tower of the experimental nature of the aircraft when operating the aircraft into or out of airports with operating control towers.

10.

11.

12. Fly-in dates are listed on the EAA Web page.

13. Magazines:

Sport Aviation (EAA) – published monthly, see address above

Kitplanes – 
published monthly

8745 Aero Dr. #105, San Diego, California 92123 USA



Dave Martin, Editor




e-mail:    Dave @ kitplanes.com

United States Ultralight Association



Membership includes the publication, Ultralight Flying!


1085 Bailey Avenue



Chattanooga, Tennessee 37404 USA



Scott Wilcox, Editor in Chief



e-mail:   contact@ultralightflying.com


website:  www.ultralightflying.com
Sailplane Homebuilders Association (a Division of the Soaring Society of America)



Membership includes the publication, Sailplane Builder


21100 Angel Street



Tehachapi, California 93561 USA



Dan Armstrong, Secretary-Treasurer



e-mail:  danarmstro@aol.com


website: www.sailplanehomebuilders.com
