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1 – Introduction and Welcome

Opening the meeting, the Chairman requested all to stand for a minute's silence in memory of  Philippe Balligand, a former delegate from  Belgium,  who sadly died on 15.08.1999. Philippe had been with CIACA for long time participating with a friendly, open and enthusiastic attitude. As well as being  the Belgian CIACA delegate and for a certain time President of the RSAB (Belgian homebuilders association), he had provided an important contribution to establishing the regulatory bases for amateur-built aircraft operation in Belgium. A great loss to the amateur-built aircraft movement and to sport  flying.

Then the Chairman welcomed all those present, particularly those attending for the first time and guests:

Mr. Ugo Portillo (WAG Air Sports Coordinator), Philippe Abrial (future CIACA website co-ordinator, France), Mrs. Elaine Fecher (alternate delegate, Germany), Martien de Witt (observer, Netherlands), Mr. Luis Arenas (new Spanish delegate, Vice-president AAE), Mr Graham Newby (new UK delegate, Chief Executive PFA). 

The agenda was agreed upon with a slight change in order as Mr. Pottier had to leave the meeting prematurely.

2 – Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from the delegates from Canada ( Mr. Rem Walker), Japan (Mr. Mamoru Sakata) and South Africa (Mr. Brian Nelson, a CIACA President of Honour). 

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had received a request from Bolivia concerning information about CIACA and rules governing participation. Mr. Bishop informed the meeting that Bolivia is not a member of FAI and can therefore not join CIACA. The FAI has thus developed a temporary membership costing SFr. 500. He requested details from the Chairman so that he could contact the Bolivian club. 

ACTION 1 : P.Duranti

(Post meeting note: Mr. Knut Brødreskift,CIACA delegate, Norway, sent his apologies)

The Chairman then informed the meeting that he had sent various newsletters since the last meeting. Most of the delegates were now accessible per email. He urged the remaining few to connect as soon as possible as it is the medium of the future and it makes correspon​dence much easier. 

(Post-meeting notice : Mr. Anders Ljungberg informs that he can be reached by e-mail at the alternate’s delegate address :  kjell.franzen@lfv.se)

3 – Minutes of 24th CIACA-FAI meeting

The Chairman confirmed that the minutes had been published within the 45 day period as required by the FAI by-laws and thanked all those who contributed, particularly Colin Mitchell, Francis Donaldson and Anton Maneschijn. Un​fortunately, a couple of mistakes had been made: The Swiss delegation was incorrect and Mr. Mamoru Sakata had been missed in the attendance list, for which things the chairman apologized.

As no other comments were forthcoming, the minutes were unanimously accepted. 

4 – Actions pending from previous minutes. 

Actions 1/99 – 12/99: All had to do with the 2nd WAG and will be dealt with under the relevant agenda topic

Action 13/98: The modification of CIACA's title to include the wording "and Experimental" has now been formally adopted in  FAI Statutes.

Action 13/99: Concerned CIACA awards and will be dealt with under the relevant agenda topic.

Action 14/99: The CIACA logo is now available in three different versions and has been sent to all delegates.



(see also ANNEX 7) 

Action 15/99: It was confirmed that all delegate reports were either available as paper copies or had been sent per email.

Actions 16/99 – 17/99: Concerned border crossing and will be dealt with under the relevant agenda topic. 

Action 18/99: Mr. Newby distributed the current list of relevant events as compiled by David Wise. The Chairman took this opportunity to once again thank Mr. Wise for this comprehen​sive list. 

Action 19/99: Philippe Abrial has volunteered to help with the development and running of the CIACA web site. 

Action 20/99: Unfortunately, no-one has supplied information to the "Air Sports International" net-zine. Mr. Bishop reminded all present that the net-zine is published on the net on the 1st of every month and articles on amateur-builders would be greatly appreciated, preferably in English. 

Action 21/99: Relations with restoration/vintage aircraft associations have improved. This year there are two candidates for the Phoenix diploma.

Action 22/99: Concerned electrically and solar-powered aircraft and will be dealt with under the relevant agenda topic 

5 – CIACA Awards

The delegates agreed to bring forward agenda item 7, CIACA Awards, as requested by Jean Pottier. 

Before voting began on the CIACA awards, the delegates agreed to a change in the voting system. At present the delegates must score the aircraft nominated for an award in a very complicated manner. Delegates suggested that the scoring  paragraph (By Law 12.13.1.4.3)  be de​leted and the result be decided upon simple direct voting . The delegates voted unanimously to request this change in their voting procedures. The change , how​ever, shall not be applicable until formally approved by FAI Council. 

Action 2 : Max Bishop to present in the FAI Council the CIACA proposal.

5.1 Phoenix Diploma: This year one nomination was received, from the Aero-Club de France –  Mr. Pierre Charodie, for the restoration of a Breguet 905 “Fauvette” glider (1958) which was presented by Mr. Pottier to the delegates. A majority of the delegates voted to recommend the project for the Phoenix Diploma.

5.2 Phoenix Group Diploma: Two nominations were received this year, namely from the Royal Swedish Aero Club (KSAK) and the Royal New Zealand Aero Club  Inc. (RNZAC). 

In the course of the discussion both nominations received a general appreciation for the quality, the extent and the spirit  of the work done by the groups of volunteers involved.

After a secret ballot, the delegates voted to recommend the Swedish project, flying restoration of a Saab B-17  (1940), for the Phoenix Group Diploma, to be awarded to the “B-17 KAMRATFORENING”  group headed by its President  Mr. Lennart Petersen. 


The other candidate was the reconstruction of an Avro Lancaster bomber in Auckland which had also been presented last year. It was pointed out that the aircraft is considered to be in flying condition, but does not fly.

5.3 Henry Mignet Diploma: As no nominations have been received for this diploma for many years, it was decided during the last meeting that the rules and requirements had to be re​vised. Due to differences in opinions expressed concerning Diploma'’ compliance with the spirit of Henry Mignet,  it was agreed that Mr. Pottier draw up a draft revision of the Henry Mignet Diploma as well as a draft version of a possible new diploma (Steve Wittman   Diploma ?). Both papers were available to the delegates. 

The changes were discussed in detail, with Mr. Bishop pointing out that the creation of a new award involves costs, however slight. The delegates requested more time to deliberate on the changes. It was, therefore, decided that the delegates forward their comments on the two papers (ANNEXES 1 and 2) to Mrs. Dartois/Mr. Pottier who will then draw up a final draft to be circulated to the delegates two months before the next meeting, keeping in mind that, if a new one is proposed, the family of the person who gives the name to the diploma must have agreed upon. A decision concerning these new awards will then be taken at the next meeting

ACTION 3: All delegates, Mrs. Dartois, Mr. Pottier

A suggestion was made to create an award for general services to the amateur-built aviation sector. Mr. Bishop reminded the delegates that such an award open to amateur builders already exists in the form of the Paul Tissandier Diploma. However the Chairman suggested that a “dedicated” award be defined, as the Tissandier Diploma is not expressly related to the Amateur-built and Experimental Aircraft environment.

ACTION 4 : Mr. Duranti to put forward a more detailed proposal before next meeting 

6 – 2nd World Air Games

Mr. Duranti gave a short summary of the situation as developed in the past to the benefit of the new delegates. (See also CIACA’s president contribution in the 1999 FAI Council- ANNEX 3)

CIACA was not involved in the 1st World Air Games in Turkey. This is since regarded as having been a mistake as the amateur-built aircraft movement has thousands of enthusiasts around the world which could offer a significant potential contribution in the WAG’s . During the FAI General Conference 1999 in Cyprus, Mr. Duranti presented a report outlining CIACA's participation in the 2nd World Air Games and relevant programme .

Co-ordination with the Spanish WAG organisation has pointed out difficulties from the very  beginning. In 1999, Spain named a new CIACA delegate who was also appointed as CIACA/WAG LEOM (liaison manager)  who proved very active. Unfortunately, on his return to Spain after last year's meeting he resigned. During 1999, Mr. Duranti was twice in Madrid trying to establish profitable contacts with the WAG Organizing Committee. Although the Spanish Amateur-built Aircraft Association (AAE) proved to be very enthusiastic and collaborative, the situation rapidly progressed from bad to worse in terms of relationships effectiveness with the WAG Organizing Committee. 

However, during the first meeting in Madrid Luis Arenas was named as CIACA delegate and new LEOM, a very promising aspect. The Chairman decided to start afresh, only to discover that the use of Malaga for the CIACA events had been cancelled, indeed it had never really been available. CIACA was then informed that the Tablada airfield near Seville would now be the venue for the events. Tablada is at present closed and has no facilities whatsoever. Mr. Duranti tried to get written confirmation of the availability of Tablada and a project plan for this airfield. In vain. In Feb. 2000, it became clear that the owners of Tablada airfield had not been asked if the airfield would be available. On asking, the answer was negative.  The Chairman has been constantly given dates which pass without anything happening. Mr. Duranti thus rec​ommended to the delegates that CIACA cancel its participation in the 2nd World Air Games. He then asked for comments.

Mr. Portillo, representating  the Spanish WAG organisation committee, stated that a meeting was at present underway in Spain with the owners of the Tablada airfield and that he would be informed of the result of this meeting between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m.

Mr. Styrsky stated that he did not believe it possible to properly organise CIACA participation in the 14 months remaining before the start of the 2nd World Air Games. 

The Chairman reiterated that CIACA members had invested a lot of work and energy in the preparations so far but that the risk of chaos was too great. He repeated his recommendation to withdraw from the 2nd World Air Games. 

Mr. Styrsky once again stated his concern particularly from the public relations stand-point. 

In particular, it was pointed out that a promotional paper was planned  to be circulated all over the world by  March 2000, thus giving all the potential attendees enough time to plan their 2001 summer holidays and trip to Spain. Keeping in mind that at present Tablada is stil a flat and desert area in terms of facilities, it was considered by the delegates too risky to distribute such information paper before having actually seen at least  a minimum of the necessary facilities to have been initiated on the airfield. It was agreed that the risk that CIACA would ultimately withdraw due to this unreliability was great. This would result in CIACA losing face and much good work done in the past would be ruined. 

With respect to public relation issues Mr. Bishop confirmed that an agreement had been signed with a Spanish television channel to transmit daily a half-hour programme during the Games. Internationally, agreements have been reached with the Discovery Channel and Transworld International. 

During lunch, the telephone call came through to Mr Portillo. Apparently, the owners of Tablada have changed their mind and are prepared to make the airfield available for the 2nd World Air Games. After receiving this information from Mr. Portillo, the Chairman requested each delegate to state his opinion concerning CIACA participation.

Mr. Newby (UK) suggested a list of requirements be compiled with deadlines and given to the Spanish organisation committee. In the event that a deadline not be met, CIACA should immediately withdraw from the Games. 

All other delegates, excepting Spain, stated that they felt it was now too late and voted to recommend withdrawing from the 2nd World Air Games. 

The Chairman then declared the matter closed. 

7 – 92nd FAI General Conference 1999 in Cyprus

The Chairman gave a short summary of the outcome of the 92nd FAI General Conference and of his report (see ANNEX 4). Mr. Duranti also informed the delegates that the presentation he gave during the conference could be made available to delegates to use in any presentation they wish to give.  

8 – Border crossing 

An unofficial translation of the reply of the European Parliament to a petition submitted by  Europe Airsports (through its Secretary General  Mr. Schoevers) concerning border crossing was presented to the delegates (see ANNEX 5). 

After much discussion it was decided that the relevant paragraph could be interpreted in many ways and that, due to the legal language used, it was generally difficult to understand. The delegates of those countries where the border crossing issue is still a problem should present this letter to the appropriate authority and ask for the regulations to be changed accordingly. Any reaction from those authority should immediately reported back to CIACA.

ACTION 5: Delegates of those countries where border crossing constitutes a problem.

9 – Educational initiatives

All delegates presented a summary of what is being done in their countries to encourage involvement, particularly of young people, in the amateur aircraft movement. 

9.1. "L'aile de ville". Mr. Pottier explained that the idea behind this project was to get young people interested in building an aircraft together. 3 groups have already been formed, one of which has the financial backing, the second has not yet enough sponsors and the third has only just started to look for sponsors. 

A programme has also been developed allowing children (12-16 years old) to build using a manual especially prepared for children. 

The Chairman requested a written report from Mr. Pottier which he could present to the FAI Edu​cational Committee.

ACTION 6: J. Pottier
10 – Environmental issues

The work Mr. Styrsky had done as part of the CIACA programme for the 2nd World Air Games still remains relevant despite CIACA's withdrawal. Noise is becoming a very important issue, particularly in Europe. 

Mr. Newby reported that a noise initiative was launched during the PFA Rally 1998. Interest was limited but it is hoped this will increase with the announcement during the PFA Rally 2000 that a "noise" award will be made at the PFA Rally 2001. 

Mrs. Dartois stated that through her work and participation in Europe Airsports, it has come to her attention that there is an initiative to ban AVGAS in Europe. She stated she would continue to monitor the situation. 

11 – Safety Issues

A report containing a summary of the accidents involving PFA aircraft was once again sup​plied by the UK delegate as part of the UK report (see ANNEX 6.14). Mr. Newby informed the delegates that the PFA now has a pilot coaching scheme as an attempt to reduce accident and incident frequency. 

The Austrian delegate informed the meeting that since last year, Austrian pilots who wish to test fly their own homebuilts must undergo a two-day training course before permission is granted. 

12 – Public relations / press / communications

12.1 List of relevant events

The list of relevant events as prepared by Mr. Wise was distributed to the delegates . It is  available on the PFA web site: http://www.pfa.org.uk. All delegates are once again asked to pass on relevant dates to Mr. Wise as soon as possible. 

12.2 CIACA web site 

An excellent presentation was made by Philippe Abrial and Thierry Montigneaux including a draft version of the CIACA web site. The Chairman thanked Thierry and Philippe for this work and ex​pressed his pleasure at being able to welcome Philippe, a new, young member to the CIACA family. The web site will be part of the FAI site. 

If the web site is a success, it could provide CIACA with an opportunity of raising money through advertising, linking, logo-payment, etc. However, it will only be a viable proposition if it remains attractive and up to date. Contributions are required as soon as possible from all delegates. 

ACTION 7: All delegates

The delegates approved the draft version of the site excepting the dark background and let​tering. Mr. Abrial is already working on a white background with darker lettering as he is aware that it is easier to read and takes less time to load / print. 

12.3 CIACA publications

The Chairman suggested that certain technical papers could be published and sold as CIACA documents. However, the delegates felt that the national associations already covered the topics of interest. Mr. Duranti asked the delegates to give some thought to the matter considering in particular those subjects which are not already covered by the commonly distributes literature (for instance, noise measurement/noise reduction means, autopilot for amateur-built aircraft etc.). The idea would be that of issuing CIACA “added value” documents.

ACTION 8: All delegates

12.4 Brochure 25 years CIACA.

The Chairman drew the delegates' attention to the fact that this year CIACA celebrates its 25th anniversary and suggested that perhaps a brochure could be published to be distributed during the FAI General Conference. 

The delegates felt that it would be better to concentrate efforts and money on the web site. Special attention could be paid to the 25th anniversary.

ACTION 9: All delegates + P. Abrial

12.5 CIACA Video – WAG Joint Venture

The Chairman informed the meeting that the FAI video had now been distributed to airlines (Lauda, TWA and others ) and sport TV channels (e.g. Eurosport). He suggested that it might be a good idea to make a CIACA video. 

Mr. Bishop informed the delegates that the FAI video have been financed from the World Air Games Joint Venture "pot". CIACA has, however, decided to withdraw from the Games so that this avenue is no longer open to them. He also stated that the making of a professional video is very costly, US$ 25,000-30,000 / hour. 

The Chairman asked Mr. Bishop to briefly explain this joint venture once again to the dele​gates. It is carried by Spain (60%) and FAI (40%). CIACA's contribution is SFr. 1,500. The money is to be used to promote airsports in the period leading up to the 2nd World Air Games in a hope of creating interest and thus obtaining sponsors. If at the end of 2001, the Joint Venture has made a profit, this profit will be divided among the investors in proportion to the amount they invested in the first place. There is no liability for any loss. 

Mr. Duranti recommended to the delegates that CIACA remain part of the Joint Venture although it has withdrawn from the Games. The delegates accepted this suggestion unani​mously. 

Mr. Duranti went on to inform the delegates that each country had been asked to contribute a minimum of SFr. 300 to finance CIACA's contribution. A total of SFr. 2,500 was received. A balance of SFr. 1,000 remains. The Chairman suggested that part of this money could be used to finance a possible  CIACA  Prize (see following agenda item 15). The delegates agreed.  

The Chairman reiterated his position that CIACA needs money if it wants to succeed. One way of making money is offering advertising space on the web site. Mr. Bishop reminded the meeting that it might be possible to "charge" the holder of the CIACA Grand Prix a certain amount (see following agenda item No. 15). Mr. Duranti confirmed that this is a point which would be part of the negotiations with the PFA. A proposal would be put forward at the next CIACA meeting

ACTION 10: U.K. Delegate (PFA) + CIACA Grand Prix Board

13 – Electrically and solar-powered aircraft

In Germany there are two projects arousing interest in the electrically-powered aircraft environment :

13.1. "Antares" – an electrically powered self-starting glider with a wingspan of 18m and a rate of climb of 3-4m/sec. It can reach an altitude of 1600m with one battery charge. It is in production and is expected to be ready by the end of 2000. It was to be a possible competitor in the CIACA championships for electrical aircraft in the 2nd World Air Games. 

13.2 "Silent" – has a wingspan of 12 m and a lower performance. It could have been as well a possible competitor in the WAG.

Now news, on the contrary, in the area of solar-powered aircraft

The technology is available, the sector could grow. All delegates are requested to look out for such projects and to establish links between the constructor and CIACA wherever relevant. 

ACTION 11: All delegates

14 – Simulated home-built aircraft

There is intensive activity in this sector. Indeed, a competition is being organised during the 2nd World Air Games. In Italy a competition for virtual homebuilt aircraft has been organized with good success. Delegates are invited to keep an eye on this movement which , though not exactly centered on the amateur-built “core” business, can offer some potentiality in terms of involvement of young  future constructors.

ACTION 12: All Delegates

15 – FAI-CIACA Grand Prix

In order to somehow recover the work done so far in preparation of the WAG by CIACA, the Chairman proposed the establishment of an FAI-CIACA Grand Prix. He suggested either naming one of the national fly-ins each year as the CIACA fly-in for that year or preparing a scoring system so that amateur-built aircraft would be awarded points for each fly-in they attended. 

After a short discussion, the delegates voted for the first proposal, namely naming one of the national fly-ins as the CIACA fly-in for that year. It was decided that it was too late to name the CIACA fly-in for 2000. 

The Chairman asked for volunteers in the subsequent years. 

Austria, France, Switzerland and the UK stated that they would be prepared to host the CIACA fly-in 2001. Austria and Switzerland, however, stated that if they be chosen they would need confirmation from their national association. It was therefore decided to vote in such a manner that a priority list be drawn up. The associations would be given 2 weeks for confirmation. 

The results of the ballot were:

UK, Austria, Switzerland and France. 

Mr. Newby immediately confirmed that the PFA would be able to organise the CIACA fly-in 2001.

The Netherlands and Italy offered to be possible hosts in the year 2002. However this will be decided upon next year, based on the offers received by next meeting.


Delegates were requested to suggest a name for the event. A board will also be set up to negotiate with the PFA. It is hoped that the work already carried out in conjunction with the World Air Games might bear fruit here. It is also hoped that by the end of 2000 information will be available for the national clubs and a programme of action defined.

ACTION 13: All delegates + P. Duranti

16 – National activities

Each delegate summarised the situation in his/her country. The Chairman expressed his appreciation that all reports were filed in time for the meeting and are enclosed as ANNEX 6. He hopes that this will continue to be the case in the future.

(Post meeting notes : Immediately after the meeting a few other reports arrived, which are enclosed in ANNEX 6).

ACTION 14: All delegates to provide report in due time next year
17 – Any other business

Mr. Bishop raised the matter of records. A pilot must make a record claim directly to the FAI within 7 days. However, the record must be recognised by the national association who must then hand in an official dossier to the FAI within 4 months of the flight. 

He also quoted cases of people who claim for hundreds of records which are non significant as are just slightly different from each other.  The FAI does not have the resources to process such amounts and there is a danger that records will be restricted. Mr. Bishop asked the delegates to pass this information on to their national associations. 

The Chairman informed the delegates that the 93rd FAI General Conference will take place in Sweden. 

Action 15 : All delegates

18 – Election of office bearers 2000 – 2001

As a result of a secret ballot, the following office bearers were elected:

President: 
Mr. Pierluigi Duranti

First Vice-President:
Mr. Peter Styrsky

Second Vice-President:
Mr. Jean Pottier

Secretary:
Mrs. Elaine Fecher

19 – Date and place of next meeting

The 26th CIACA meeting will take place in Lausanne on April 27th and 28th 2001, starting  27th at 9.15 hrs. 


Prepared by :  Elaine Fecher (CIACA Secretary)


Approved by : Pierluigi Duranti (CIACA President)





May 29th, 2000

ANNEXES :

1 RSA contribution for establishment of “Henry Mignet” Diploma

2 RSA contribution for establishment of “Steve Wittman “ Diploma

3 CIACA’s President report in the 1999 FAI Council

4 CIACA’s President report in the 92nd FAI General Conference (Cyprus)

5 European Parliament petition response on the  “border crossing” problem 

6 
Reports from delegates :

6.1 Austria


6.2 Belarus

6.3 Canada

6.4 Czech Republic

6.5 Denmark

6.6 France

6.7 Germany

6.8 Italy

6.9 Netherlands

6.10 Norway
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6.12 Sweden

6.13 Switzerland

6.14 U.K.

6.15 Japan

7
CIACA logos
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