25/04/00

 DATE \@ "dd/MM/yy" 25/04/00

 DATE \@ "dd/MM/yy" 25/04/00[image: image1.jpg]FEDERATION AERONAUTIQUE
INTERNATIONALE

AMATEUR-BUILT & EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT COMMISSION

C.LLA.C.A.
<74 COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DES AMATEURS CONSTRUCTEURS D' AERONEFS






                           C.I.A.C.A. President Report to FAI General Conference 1999

The amateur-built aircraft movement had missed the opportunity  for  presenting its large size  and  growing vitality on the stage of 1st WAG in Turkey.

Convinced of the importance of being part of this  great  new FAI event , CIACA have dedicated their main attention to how properly recovering and becoming an  actor in the WAG Spain 2001.  Having started two years ago  from a generic stage of pure ideas, we are now undertaking a constructive and determined organization path. The FAI Media Workshop, a very effective event indeed, as well as the intensive and profitable CIACA Meeting held in April have offered good opportunities  to perform a significant step forward towards a  rational plan of CIACA events. As a matter of fact several initiatives in this direction have been undertaken and are ongoing. 

The central CIACA event shall be a large FAI Homebuilt & Experimental aircraft Convention (Fly-in), consisting of an international meeting of pilots/aircraft  as well as exhibitors, trades stands, displays , technical forums, lectures, discussions  etc.. This shall imply a large mevement of specialized and non specialized public, also attracted by the variety of  subjects and   events to be attended.

In that frame, in fact, a number of initiatives will be organized, in particular :

1) Public construction of  homebuilt aircraft (one or possibly more), up to flying conditions, starting from kit. A kits supplier has already accepted to sponsor the initiative, but we expect that others will do the same.  We intend to form a group (or groups) of multinational young (and old) homebuilders, possibly males and females, thus demonstrating that constructing and flying an aircraft does not  know any age, nationality, sex or other limitations, that is a very serious activity but can be performed by everybody if properly approached. This should represent an interesting subject for attracting  the media attention too.

2) A Competition for lowest-noise emission aircraft. With this initiative, promoted by the German Homebuilder Association (Oskar Ursinus Vereinigung) we intend to call the public attention upon the fact that we take care of the environment issue too, according to the FAI  Environmental Policy and, in particular, that amateur- aircraft builders 

· are able to produce more  silent  aircraft  than the industry

· have high knowledge to construct appropriate propellers, engines and mufflers

· are spending far less money for good solutions than the industry does

· contribute in finding solutions for  the future

· are fully aware of the present and future requirements of  limiting noise as far as possible

3) An Economy or Handicap Race (to be defined yet)   for amateur-built aircraft.

4) A  (World ?) Championship for electrically-powered aircraft.  Based on available information we are confident that by 2001 a good number of flying machines of this kind will be  flying, such to justify a competition. If acceptable formally this might even be the First FAI World Championship of this  type.

5) An event dedicated to Solar-Powered aircraft. In this case it is doubtful that a sufficient number of such flying machines will be available. However, even if very few, they are very attractive and important for the image of FAI as promoter also of  technological development in the air sports environment. Therefore we are considering to either having these machines running together with those electrical, at experimental level, or to organize just a sort of demonstration.

6) Fomula One Race.  This initiative has been undertaken by GAC . However, keeping in mind that all Formula One Aircraft are Home-built, we offered GAC our collaboration . Our purpose is not that of interfering with GAC plans but, possibly, to integrate our efforts. We believe that having this GAC Formula One Race as a part of the CIACA Convention would create much a larger movement of people/spectators thus contributing in a greater success of the WAG. In any case, if this were not feasible for any reason, once all those magnificent machines will be in Spain, one could arrange the programmes so to have them replicating a demostration in our convention too. In any case CIACA will request the organizers to give a fair and proper information to the public that those are homebuilt aircraft.

7) Awards for best-constructed and/or designed aircraft will be organized,  as well as technical discussions and presentations, forums etc.

In the frame of the WAG organization, CIACA have agreed to take part in the proposed initiative  “WAG Joint Venture” ; to this purpose each national Aero/Club or  Amateur-built Aircraft Association have offered  a minimum of 300 Swiss Francs .

The Phoenix group Diploma was awarded after a closed vote to the joint nomination of the “Maestranza Aérea de Albacete” (Spanish Air Force Maintenance Depot) and the “Fundacion Juan de la Cierva” for the restoration and flight of a Cierva C-30 autogyro, the only aircraft of this type presently flying in the world. 

Signs of appreciation were addressed by all delegates to the other candidate, very interesting too, the  RAF Bomber Command Association (N.Z.) for the restoration  and reconstruction of an Avro Lancaster bomber in Auckland.

Several other items, in addition to that of the WAG’s, have been developed in the course of past year; worth to be mentioned in this occasion is the educational contribution given by the aircraft homebuilders in many countries in favour of the young pilots generation. For instance the “Blue Citron” initiative, consisting in the promotion of a very simple and cheap aircraft “Coccinelle” to be constructed by groups of youngsters. The plans published by the french association R.S.A. have encouraged fifty groups in two years to undertake its construction.   

Information about other CIACA initiatives can be deepened, by those interested, in the minutes of the ’99 meeting, published in the FAI web site. In this respect it can be interesting mentioning that, for the first time,  the minutes of CIACA meeting, including all annexes, have been produced in digital format and timely circulated via e-mail. 

What above stated, amongst other things, demonstrates  again the good health of the amateur-built aircraft movement in the world.   Nevertheless, as often I did in the past yers, I take the opportunity for recommending those Aero Club where the amateur-built Aircraft movement is active, to promote the nomination and the participation of a delegate. Too many of them are still missing.

This was the first time that CIACA meeting was held in Lausanne. Despite the less central location no negative impact at all was noticed in terms of meeting attendance with respect to the past and the meeting facilities were appreciated by the attendees. They have also had the opportunity to visit the new FAI headquarters, which give a very effective image of FAI  to the public.

As a final remark, which is not a new one at all, CIACA appreciated the excellent collaboration of  Secretary General Max Bishop and all the staff. They have been  very friendly,  professional  and collaborative during a very busy  year . 

[image: image2.jpg]










                Pierluigi Duranti

(CIACA president )

3rd August, 1999

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

President :  Pierluigi Duranti

                   Via Audello 46

                    I – 10072  CASELLE (TO)

                    Italy

Phone/fax home : 0039 011 9975465      Phone off. : 0039 011 7181571      Fax off.: 0039 011 7181517         E-mail  gigi@icip.com












