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Air Sports at The World Games Day 2: ‘Flying to be the best’ 

 

Wroclaw, Poland, 22 July 2017 – It was a perfect day of flying at the Air Sports competitions at The 
World Games in Wroclaw, Poland, on Saturday 22 July, with all three air sports completing two 
full competition sessions. 

In Gliding Aerobatics World Champion Ferenc Toth flew to the top of the leaderboard in the first 
programme of the day with a stunning performance in a difficult third programme in the four programme 
competition. 

He scored a convincing win, with 1,906.1 points. Just behind him, Luca Bertossio (ITA) came back from 
his difficult day yesterday to place second, with 1,843.4 points. 

Bertossio said later: “Last night my performance from yesterday was going round in my head, but then 
I realised I had been flying to win. Today I flew to be the best I could be, and that was the difference.” 

In the evening, the final programme was flown, with all pilots completing the visually inspiring Freestyle 
round. Trailing smoke and set to music each pilot completed a beautiful routine in front of an awe-struck 
crowd. 

In Paramotoring, two sessions were completed. In the morning, yesterday’s competition leader and 
current FAI Paramotoring World Champion Alex Mateos lost the lead to Wojciech Bogdal (POL). 

The final Paramotoring session is early on Sunday morning, weather allowing. 

In Canopy Piloting, the wind played an important role today as skydivers competed in Accuracy and 
Distance runs. 

In one shock result five-time World Champion Curt Bartholomew ended up low in the rankings following 
an Accuracy round. That pushed him out of the top 3. 

Competition leader Nick Batsch meanwhile was battling the wind all day, but still managing to hang on 
to his position at the top of the leaderboard. 

He said: “I had to do four re-jumps because of the wind, so that is tiring. It means I have done 12 
competition jumps over two days. It’s a mental game, you have to keep your head together, as well as 
being physically tiring.” 

The third final day of the Air Sports competition at The World Games is Sunday 23 July 2017. Medals 
will be awarded to winners of all disciplines. 



 

Where to find out more 
 
The FAI Media Team will be at the World Games in Wroclaw and will be posting news and rights-free 
photography to these channels 
 
Rights-free photography on Flickr  
www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai  
 
Social media 
www.facebook.com/airsports.fai  
www.twitter.com/airsports_fai  
www.instagram.com/airsports.fai  
 
The World Games website for air sports events 
http://twg2017.airsports.aero/ 
 
List of athletes participating in the air sports events 
http://twg2017.airsports.aero/event/athletes  
 
 
More about The World Games 2017 
 
The World Games  
www.theworldgames.org  
 
Logo 

https://cloud.fai.org/index.php/s/9Ktz4OaDnz3sCjz  
 
Facts and figures about the World Games (pdf) 
www.goo.gl/sZCNUf  
 
The World Games on Facebook (IWGA, the International World Games Association) 
www.facebook.com/iwga.theworldgames  
 
 
About FAI  
 
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation (www.fai.org), is the world governing body for air sports and for 
certifying world aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental 
and non-profit-making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
 
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 
Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting, 
Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic and Astronautic sporting activities. 
 
For more details, please contact the FAI: 
 
Faustine Carrera  
Communication Manager 
0041 21 345 10 70  
communication@fai.org   
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