PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release

New Gliding Competition Format
at the FAI World Air Games Dubai 2015
Lausanne, Switzerland, 25 November 2015 – A new and exciting format of gliding competition will
be used for the very first time at the FAI World Air Games Dubai 2015: the FAI Gliding Match
Racing. Six elite pilots will compete in two identical high performance Discus 18 meter
sailplanes. The competitors will race against each of the other pilots in a round robin event for
5 days from 4 to 9 December.
There will be three days of qualification racing in which each of the six pilots will race against each other.
A semi-final round and then a Medal round will determine the winners of the Gold, Silver, and Bronze
medals.
Each race is a test of the pilot’s patience and tactical ability. These qualities, combined with piloting skills
and the ability to choose the optimum route, will determine the pilot’s performance. The pilot who
successfully implements his/her chosen strategy and uses the most appropriate tactics to achieve the
fastest speed will be the winner.
The gliding event, which will be one of eleven competitive air sports to participate in the FAI World Air
Games, will take place at the SkyDive Dubai Desert Campus, about 45 kilometres east of the city.
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About the FAI World Air Games
The FAI World Air Games, conducted under the rules of the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale
(FAI), is the premier international multi-discipline air sports event fielding the world’s top Air Sports
athletes.
The FAI World Air Games 2015 has been awarded to the United Arab Emirates and will be held in Dubai.
This multi-discipline event will be organised by the Emirates Aerosports Federation under the patronage
of the Crown Prince of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
and will take place from 1 to 12 December 2015.
Ten air sports are programmed: Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Aerostats, Amateur-Built Aircraft, General
Aviation, Gliding, Microlights & Paramotors, Parachuting, Paragliding and Rotorcraft.
The FAI’s primary goals for this event are to determine “FAI World Air Games Champions”; to showcase
air sports to the general public and promote public participation in air sports by attracting new
participants to air sports disciplines; to promote FAI events to other sports organisations and to create
an attractive platform for TV, media and other external stakeholders.
The past editions of the Games took place in Turkey (1997), Spain (2001) and Italy (2009).

About FAI
The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), also known as the World Air Sports Federation, is
the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world aviation and space records. The FAI was
founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-making organisation recognised by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC).
FAI activities include Balloons and Airships, Power Flying, Gliding, Helicopter flight, Parachuting,
Aeromodelling, Aerobatics, Hang Gliding, Microlight and Paramotor Flying, Amateur-Built and
Experimental Aircraft, Manpowered Flying, Paragliding and all other Aeronautic and Astronautic sporting
activities.
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