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24 November 2000: Steve Fossett  
breaks the record for Speed around the world, westbound  

 

Lausanne, Switzerland, 18 November 2020 – On 24 November 2000, American adventurer and pilot 

Steve Fossett and his crew Alexander Tai and Pierre d’Avenas broke the record for Speed 

around the world westbound (805.59 km/h) in a powered aircraft. Twenty years later, this record 

still stands. 

The three aviators took off from Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, on 22 November and landed two days later 

at the same location after flying via Kona, Majuro, Palau, Singapore, Male, Nairobi, Abidjan, Fortaleza 

and Barranquilla. The total flight duration was 51h 35min 13sec. It was achieved with a Cessna 750 

Citation X, powered by a Tay engine manufactured by Rolls Royce.  

Round-the-world flights 

During his flying career, Steve Fossett broke no fewer than 89 world records in different air sports: 

Gliding, Powered Aircraft, Ballooning and Airship. At the time of the November 2000 record, Fossett, 

56, had already broken 48 records.  

A few months before, on 16 February 2000, he established the same the Speed around the world 

record, but eastbound (901.07 km/h), with Darrin Adkins and Alexander Tai.  

In the following years, he continued in his quest for circumnavigation achievements and records. On 3 

July 2002, he broke the record of the Shortest time around the world in a balloon (320h 33m); on 3 

March 2005, he became the first man to fly solo around the world unrefuelled. With this flight, he set 

several records, including the absolute world record for Speed around the world, non-stop and non-

refuelled (550.78 km/h).  

Editor's Notes 

Westbound – 24 November 2000: 

• Record file: www.fai.org/record/6766  
Eastbound - 16 February 2000:  

• Record file: www.fai.org/record/6407  
Shortest time around the world in a balloon – 3 July 2002:  

• Record file: www.fai.org/record/7402   
Solo flight around the world – 3 March 2005: 

• Absolute record file: www.fai.org/record/10893   

• Article: www.fai.org/news/3-march-2005-steve-fossett-first-man-fly-solo-around-world-
unrefuelled  

Fossett’s full list of record: bit.ly/Fossett-records  
 
FAI logo: bit.ly/FAI_logo  
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About FAI  
  
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world 
aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental and non-profit-
making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  
 
FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft, 

Balloons, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting, 

Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records. 

www.facebook.com/airsports.fai 

www.instagram.com/airsports.fai 

www.twitter.com/airsports_fai 

www.flickr.com/airsports_fai 

www.fai.org 

For more details, please contact the FAI: 
 
Faustine Carrera  
Communication Manager 
0041 21 345 10 70  
communication@fai.org   
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