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Final countdown to the 2019 FAI World Drone Racing
Championship Grand Final – taking flight tomorrow in China
Xiangshan Ningbo, China, 10 December 2019 – The waiting is almost over for drone racing fans
around the world; the 2019 FAI World Drone Racing Championship Grand Final (WDRC2019)
takes flight tomorrow – 11 December.
More than 100 of the world’s best drone racing pilots will be competing in Xiangshan Ningbo, China this
week, giving it their all to claim a place on the podiums at the medal ceremonies on 14 December.
Among those hoping to make their mark are Junior pilots Minchan Kim of the Republic of Korea, who
claimed the top spot at the recent FAI World Drone Masters in Jeonju, Korea, and FAI Drone Racing
World Cup 2018 winner Killian Rousseau of France.
Latvia’s Tomass Petersons, who leads the FAI Drone Racing World Cup 2019 rankings at this stage, is
also expected to put in a strong performance, as is last year’s Junior Champion – competing as a Senior
this year – Oscar Nilsson from Sweden.
And among the Women, the 2018 champion Wanraya Wannapong from Thailand remains the one to
beat – despite being one of the youngest pilots in the competition.
Bruno Delor, WDRC2019 Jury President, said: “We are expecting a very high level at this year’s Grand
Final, in which many of the pilots taking part are Juniors.”
About the competition
The 2019 FAI World Drone Racing Championship Grand Final will be held at a dedicated drone-racing
track, built especially for the competition in Xiangshan Ningbo, a coastal city in the south east of China
about 300km from Shanghai.
The competition will take place over four days:
•
•
•
•

11 December: Model processing and practice flights
12 December: Opening ceremony and qualifying rounds
13 December: Elimination rounds
14 December: Elimination rounds, finals, medal and closing ceremonies

The three-level track the pilots will be flying is 4m wide and 6m high, and has a total length of 630m.
Called Bi-Fish, it is inspired by the traditional Chinese Tai Chi symbol, and the maritime culture of
Xiangshan, Ningbo – a former fishing village – and includes lots of sharp turns, 16 air gates, and a
tunnel.
About the participants
Among the 112 participating pilots, 103 drone pilots, including 40 juniors and nine women, will compete
as part of 31 national teams.

They will be joined by six pilots from four different countries who are participating as individual
competitors having qualified due to their 2019 FAI Drone Racing World Cup rankings, plus three pilots
who have been given wild card entries by the host country, China.
The qualification routes for all competitors not taking part via a wild card are:
•
•
•

Ranking in the top 16 of the 2019 FAI Drone Racing World Cup (17 pilots have qualified this
way this year as two pilots were ranked 16th and so have both been given a place)
Finishing in the top three at the Jeonju Masters in the Republic of Korea in early November
Winning a Challenger Series event

Where to watch
Livestream:
Thursday (Opening Ceremony): 01:30 - 02:30 UTC
Friday: 07:00 - 10:30 UTC
Saturday: 08:00 - 11:00 UTC
•
•

Facebook: www.facebook.com/drones.fai
YouTube: www.youtube.com/airsportschannel

Social media:
•
•
•

Facebook: www.facebook.com/drones.fai
Twitter: www.twitter.com/drones_fai
Instagram: www.instagram.com/drones.fai

Photos and videos:
•

•

Daily galleries: www.flickr.com/photos/airsports_fai
Clips and videos: www.youtube.com/airsportschannel

TV videos:
Content available at www.4msports-server.com
•
•

TV webclip and news (just after the end of the competition)
TV Highlights show (a few days after the end of the competition)

Notes for editors
FAI logo: bit.ly/FAI_logo
Information about drone sports on the FAI website: www.fai.org/drone-sports
FAI World Drone Racing Championships:
•
•

Logo: bit.ly/WDRC2019-logo
Website: faidroneworld.aero

About FAI
FAI, the World Air Sports Federation (www.fai.org), is the world governing body for air sports and for
certifying world aviation and space records. The FAI was founded in 1905 and is a non-governmental
and non-profit-making organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).

FAI activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft,
Ballooning, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting,
Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities and Space records.
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